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GET TO KNOW US!

Stay informed with this
timely update fram the
South Flarida Water
Management District,
protector of the region’s
walar resources.




1. Red-Bellied Woodpecker

Red-bellied woodpeckers can be found in Florida’s open woods. Its name is

misleading, as the most prominent red plumage s on the head. They nest in the

cavities of dead trees, oid stumps or live trees that have softer wood.

2. Great Egret

Making its home in Florida’s salt and freshwater marshos and sandbars, the great
egret is a large bird standing over 3 feet with a wingspan of more than 4 feet. It was
nearly driven to extinction by 1900 due to demand for its plumas for hats, but early

consarvation offorts saved the groat egrel.

3. Red Shouldered Hawk

Making Its home year-round In Florida’s wooded wetlands and swamps, the red
shouldered hawk 15 a medium-size hawk averaging 20 inches. It preys on small
mammals, birds, reptifes and crayfish. The red “shoulder® is visible when the bird Is

perched,
4. Green Heron

The green heron is a small wading bird found in Florida’s ponds, streams, marshes
and mangroves. Ong of the few toolusing birds, it leans over water from logs or
rocks and drops bait such as insects, worms or twigs to attract and grab small fish.

5. White Ibis

The white ibis is medium-sized with long legs and a long neck. It nests in large
colonies throughout Florida®s tidal mudifiats, marshes and swamps. This wading bird

feeds on fish, frogs and insects by prebing with its long, down-curved beal,

This land is your land so come out and play!
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Great Reasons w
Flock  Public Lands

Did you know that South Florida is home to more than 200
species of birds? The South Florida Water Management District
Invites you to discover these winged wondars on your public lands.
Bird populations and nesting success are important indicators of a
healthy environment. With more than 1 million acres of public
land within the District’s boundaries, wa've taken great strides to
expand public access and recreation programs on thesa lands
while protecting the natural resources and project objectives. This
year alone, wa've opened maore than 29,000 acres of public use
areas at Everglades Stormwater Treatment Area (STA) 1 West, STA
1 East and STA 3/4 - Harold A. Campbell Public Use Area. (See
map above.)

In addition to birding, you can bicycle, hike, fish, camp, canoe,
horseback ride, hunt, study nature or just relax on many of the
District’'s 37 public use areas. From the Kissimmee Chain of Lakes
in the northern Everglades to Florida Bay in the southern reaches
of the Everglades, the District's major ecosystem restoration
projects are preserving land.

See the back page to find out how you can get more information
about all District recreational areas and how these lands are baing
used for ecosystem restoration.

6. American Bald Eagle

One of our most recognizable national symbols, the American bald eagle makes its
home in Florida near coasts, rivers, large lakes and other large bodies of open water
with an abundance of fish. The eagle swoops down over the water and snatches the
fish out of the water with its massive talons.

7. Snail Kite
The endangered snail kite searches for its prey - apple snalls = by fiying low over

Forida's shallow freshwater marshes. When it spols a2 snall, it swoops down and
grazps the snail with its talons. It uses its hooked bill to pull the snall from its shell.

8. Crested Caracara

A member of the falcon family, the crested caracara’s prefemed habitat s open,
Iowland countryside like pastures, savannas, river edges and ranches mainty north and
wirsl of Lake Okeechobes. Although other mambers of the falcon family do not
constiuct nests, the threatéened Crasted Caracara bullds a stick reast.

9. Wood Stork

The only North American stork, the endangercd wood stork makes its home in Florida's
tidal fats, marshes and flooded pastures. The wading bird moves slowly in shallow
waters, groping for fish, frogs, snakes and boby alligators, It nests in colonies.

10. Purple Gallinule

The colorful purple gallinule stands about a foot tall and lives in Aorida’s freshwater
marshes with watar liles and plckerelwensds, The hendike water bird is frequently sean
swimming. It eats a varety of plant and animal manter, including seeds, leaves, fruits,
insects, frogs, snalls, splders, earthworms and fish,
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Restoration Meets Recreation

A new higven for cutdoor enthusiasts opened in July amid an
expanse of wetlands constructed by the South Flonida Water
Management District o clean water for the Everglades. Lacatad in
oentral Palm Beach County: Stormwatar Treatmient Area [GTA} 1
West features g 20000t viewing platform and gxzebos
pverlooking the watery expanse. The Z-mile trail alorg & section of
the levee surrounding the B.670-acre treatment wetland offers
hikers, bicyilists, photographers and bird watchers vast views of
nature and wildhfa. Fishing is allowed in the guter canal but not in
e tregtment area.

This i5 the thind treatment wetland managed by the District to
opan for recreation this yeal. The nearby 6,.562-a0e 5TA 1 East
opened in May for similar cutdoor aoivities. Future plans call for a
10-mibe levee walking trail connecting 5T4 1 East ghd STA 1 West.
In Fearuary, the 17 ,000-acre STA 374 - Harokd A Campbsll Public
Lisa Area in westerm Palm Beach County opened. The facility
features covered information kiosks, restrooms and a duaHang
boat ramp providing access to more than 23 miles of permeter
ganals. & pedestrian bndge provides access for nature-sesking
hikers and bicydle riders.

While recreation has become & stapie on these pubhic lands, the
key purpese of STAS Is 1o improve the guality of water flowing into
the Everglades. The 5TAs are immense constructed weilands,
witere aquatic planis soak up phosphores, a nuthient that helps
vegetation grow but can hamm the Evargdlades scosystem.

Along with betiar farming practices, South Florida’s 52,000 acres
of 5TAs have prevented more than 2,600 metric tons of
phasphorus from emtaring the Evergladeas, reducing phosphorus
hoads by 7O percert singe 1854, The GTAs heve also attracied
mary native animal and hird species.

A5 the South Flonda Water Management District continues to
forge ahead with greater Evarglades rastoration and other
water resgurce proiects, we continug to maintain and expand
recreational opportunities to put the pubdic in public lands. For
more information on each of the Di: T public use areas
including project goals, detailled dir NG, maps of
desigrated manadement areas, authoreed public uses,
special use licenses and the general rules and regul

visit wew.sfwmd.gov and click on the "Recreation” bar 1o
arder or download yvour 114-page Recreational Gulde
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