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Maximize restoration 
opportunities for the South 
Florida ecosystem by acquiring 
strategically located lands, 
establishing a managed system 
of water storage and treatment, 
and restoring a historic 
hydrologic connection to benefit 
America’s Everglades, Lake 
Okeechobee, and the St. Lucie 
and Caloosahatchee rivers and 
estuaries. 

River of Grass - Vision Statement

http://141.232.84.171/netpub/server.np?original=82948&site=dpiphotodb&catalog=catalog&download
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Increase the availability of water storage to reduce 
harmful freshwater discharges from Lake 
Okeechobee to Florida's coastal rivers and estuaries 
and to redistribute more water to the south to restore 
the southern Everglades.
Increase the availability of storage and treatment to 
enhance the delivery of cleaner water to the 
Everglades.
Prevent harmful phosphorus flows from entering 
Lake Okeechobee and the Everglades.
Eliminate the need for "back-pumping" water into 
Lake Okeechobee.

River of Grass 
Goals 
River of Grass 
Goals



5

Improve the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’
options for managing Lake Okeechobee within 
a more desirable ecological range.

Provide additional water storage alternatives 
to relieve some pressures on the Herbert 
Hoover Dike while continuing to pursue timely
during its rehabilitation.

Support continued regional agriculture, as well 
as economic diversification, where viable.

River of Grass 
Goals, cont. 
River of Grass 
Goals, cont.



6

Phase I Planning Process 
Scope 
Phase I Planning Process 
Scope

Determine the range and 
general location of acreage 
needed north of the 
Everglades Protection Area 
for storing, treating and 
delivering the water flows 
needed to restore the 
Everglades, while enhancing 
ecological values conditions
in Lake Okeechobee and the 
northern estuaries.
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Next Meeting- Date and LocationNext Meeting- Date and Location

Next WRAC Issues Workshop

March 4, 2009 
South Florida Water Management District

Auditorium
West Palm Beach, FL 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
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Next Meeting- Meeting TopicsNext Meeting- Meeting Topics

Meeting Topics
Modeling Tools
• Performance Measures and Indicators
• Performance Relationships

GIS Coverage’s
Presentations
• Audubon
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Future Meetings
(10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.)

• March 20, IFAS, LaBelle
• March 31/April 1, Royal Palm Beach Cultural Center, Royal Palm 

Beach, FL 

Future Meeting Topics
• Local Governments Presentations
• Identification and Evaluation of Alternative Configurations
• Modeling Assessments
• Cost Estimating
• Presentations and Topics as Identified by Participants

Phase I Planning 
Future Meetings and Topics 
Phase I Planning 
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