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The latest update on Everglades restoration contained nothing new,
which should make the issue a priority for the state's new congressional
delegation.

As part of the restoration plan Congress passed in 2000, the National
Academy of Sciences issues regular assessments of the program. The
group concluded, to no one's surprise, that there has been "scant
progress"” and called for "strong political leadership.” In the meantime,
Everglades "ecosystems continue to decline” for lack of water at the right time. One example
is the famous "tree islands" of the Everglades. They are considered "biodiversity hot spots,”
and the islands are suffering.

The explanation for the delay is simple. Restoration was supposed
to be a 50-50 deal - Florida buys the land, Washington pays for
the 68 projects to store and cleanse water that now flows out to
sea. Only the state has held up its end of the deal. In a letter to
the academy, Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Secretary Michael Sole and South Florida Water Management
Director Carol Wehle note that the state has bought nearly 60
percent of the land. Not until last year, however, did Congress
approve a water bill that authorized some of the restoration
projects. Congress still would have to approve money for those

http://palmbeachpost.printthis.clickability.com/...1%2Fal4a_everglades_edit_1031.html&partneriD=491 (1 of 2) [12/22/2008 12:20:44 PM]



http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/pbp.cni/news;pg=news;sub=clickability;sz=468x60;ord=[timestamp]?
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/
javascript:void(printArticle());
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/pbp.cni/news;pg=news;sub=clickability;sz=88x31;ord=[timestamp]?
javascript:void(printArticle());
javascript:void(open('http://palmbeachpost.savethis.clickability.com/st/saveThis?partnerID=491&urlID=32108312&origin=11','click','height=450,width=510,title=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes,menubars=no,toolbars=no,resizable=yes'));
javascript:void(open('http://palmbeachpost.emailthis.clickability.com/et/emailThis?clickMap=createPT&partnerID=491&urlID=32108312','click','height=450,width=510,title=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes,menubars=no,toolbars=no,resizable=yes'));
javascript:self.close();
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/pbp.cni/news;pg=news;sub=clickability;sz=120x240;ord=[timestamp]?

What the Everglades needs

projects.

Mr. Sole and Ms. Wehle took four pages to summarize how much
Florida has done and how little Washington has done.

As bad as the delay of money since 2000 has been, it gets worse.
_ Twenty years ago, the federal government agreed to raise U.S.
41, which runs through the southern Everglades from Miami to

Editorials, letters, ~ the Gulf Coast. That would uncork the bottom of the Everglades
columns and more special system and allow water to flow south. It hasn't happened. The
features academy blames "parochial interests, litigation, cost escalation,

o engineering constraints and a lack of coordinated leadership."
The Opinion Zone

Sound off in our blog

There's that |-word again. In January, there will be a new
president, a new Congress and an Everglades restoration that the
_ state can't keep running alone. Admittedly, Florida has to do a
better job of cleaning water that flows into Lake Okeechobee from the north. But on the
Everglades restoration plan that is almost a decade old, this state doesn't have to apologize.
Indeed, Florida is doing some of the projects on the federal list, just to keep momentum from

stalling. A reinvented Florida depends on a restored Everglades, which depends on a
committed Congress.

Find this article at:
http://lwww.palmbeachpost.com/opinion/content/opinion/epaper/2008/10/31/al4a_everglades_edit_1031.html

- . SAVE THIS | EMAIL THIS |
|£\. Click to Print Close

|:| Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.

http://palmbeachpost.printthis.clickability.com/...1%2Fal4a_everglades_edit_1031.html&partneriD=491 (2 of 2) [12/22/2008 12:20:44 PM]


http://www.palmbeachpost.com/opinion/content/opinion/
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/blogs/content/shared-blogs/palmbeach/opinion/
javascript:void(printArticle());
javascript:void(open('http://palmbeachpost.savethis.clickability.com/st/saveThis?partnerID=491&urlID=32108312&origin=11','click','height=450,width=510,title=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes,menubars=no,toolbars=no,resizable=yes'));
javascript:void(open('http://palmbeachpost.emailthis.clickability.com/et/emailThis?clickMap=createPT&partnerID=491&urlID=32108312','click','height=450,width=510,title=no,location=no,scrollbars=yes,menubars=no,toolbars=no,resizable=yes'));
javascript:self.close();
http://ad.doubleclick.net/jump/pbp.cni/news;pg=news;sub=clickability;sz=468x60;ord=[timestamp]?

	clickability.com
	What the Everglades needs


	KMOLCEPKGCCLGPHKMHCBBGOPPAIOMDPP: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: Off





