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We knew there would be a downside. We knew 

the largely positive initial reaction to the proposal 

for Florida to buy out a traditional source of 

Everglades pollution from Big Sugar would 

eventually be met with a competing interest.

And here it is: The loss of jobs and the impact to 

the economy of that area and the rest of Florida.
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Glades counties would be hardest hit because 

that’s where most of U.S. Sugar’s operations are 

based. Together, the three areas could lose 8,935 

jobs and $1.43 billion.

Not good.

Still, it will be important to take a harder look at 

those numbers. What kinds of jobs are involved, 

and what is the average annual wage? Are they 

the kinds of jobs that are better replaced in the 

long run by a cleaner, more sustainable industry?

All areas, Southwest Florida included, reach a point where it makes sense to re-

examine the status quo and all its impacts and ask if there is a better way to make a 

living.

There has to be a better way for the affected area than sticking with a dominate 

employer that does so much environmental damage.

That needs to be kept in mind as this major environmental/economic proposal moves 

forward.
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