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The Florida Water StarSM (FWS) program provides 
voluntary certifications that encourage water 
conservation in Florida’s residential and commercial 
developments.

What is Florida Water Star
SM

?
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Residential Water Use, Typical 

Toilet, 10.8%

Clothes Washer, 
8.7%

Shower, 6.8%

Faucet, 6.3%

Other, 0.9%

Bath, 0.7%

Dishwasher, 0.6%

Leak, 5.5%

Unknown, 1.0%

Outdoor, 58.7%

Source: EPA
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Certification Programs (not 

people)

Holistic certification programs

• LEED - Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 

• (US Green Building Council)

• NAHB - National Association of Home Builders

• FGBC - Florida Green Building Coalition, Inc.

Specific certification programs

• ENERGY STAR®

• Florida Water StarSM

• WaterSense
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Florida Water Star
SM

Versions

Version Status Projects to Date

Residential  (Silver & Gold) Launched in 2006 2,600

Commercial and Institutional (CI) Launched in 2012 23

Community Launched in 2012 13

* Important Local code always supersedes FWS Criteria
• Two CI retrofit certified

• 13 communities yielded 1,482 residences
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Florida Water Star
SM

Categories 

Irrigation Landscape

Indoor Use

Applicant must complete all categories
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Irrigation Goals

• Reduced leaks

• Precipitation rates matched to plant 

water requirements

• Even distribution

within zones

• Correct scheduling
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Efficient irrigation

Micro-irrigation

Rotor Micro-irrigation

Spray head
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Landscape Goals

• Site-appropriate plants

• Reduction in irrigated turf grass

• Preserve existing 

vegetation

• Increased shade areas
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Saving water outdoors
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Waterwise database

floridaswater.com/waterwiselandscapes
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FWS Training

• 17 certifier trainings since 2006

• 65 current certifiers,  52 on website, not 
all active

• One training in 2016 in Winter Haven
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AP Training Update

• 27 FWS AP classes since 2010.

• 683 have attended since 2010, 147 attended in 2016.

• 325 have passed an FWS AP exam.

• The Board of Professional Landscape Architects have granted 
7.25 CEs to FWS AP as of September (thanks to FNGLA).

• FIS secured continuing education credits for Miami Dade 
irrigation professionals.

• January 10, 2017, will be the first Miami Dade workshop in 
cooperation with Miami Dade Extension and SFWMD.

• Alachua County allows self inspection of homes for 
compliance with local code if inspector is an FWS AP.
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What Does A Successful 

Client Get?

Passes the inspection, the Florida Water 

StarSM staff will issue:

• plaque

• letter 

• certificate
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Why Certify ?

•To sell a better product, reduced utility     

fees for buyer

•To allow home to score higher on green 

MLS

•To distinguish the product

•To receive rebate/because you have to!
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Thank you


