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SFWMD Operations Exceed 24 Billion Gallons of Water Moved Under 

Extraordinary Conditions 
 
In an unprecedented response to record-setting January rainfall, the South Florida 
Water Management District has moved more than 24 billion gallons of clean water to 
relieve high-water levels in two critical locations: 
 

• Water Conservation Area 3 - 21.5 Billion Gallons of Clean Water Moved to 
Date: On February 15, SFWMD began emergency operations to move water out 
of the vast wetlands in Miami-Dade and Broward counties after record rainfall 
left water levels too high for Everglades wildlife. 

o Maximizing gate openings at the S-333 structure along the Tamiami Trail 
is sending 10,000 gallons of clean water per second to flow south out of 
the conservation area and into Northeast Shark River Slough in 
Everglades National Park. 

o In March, SFWMD deployed temporary pumps to send an additional 129 
million gallons a day out of the conservation area. 

o Water being moved into Everglades National Park by the SFWMD is 
cleaner than it has been in generations. In the last three months alone, 
strict science monitoring shows nutrient discharges into the park ranging 
from 5 to 8 parts per billion on average. 

 
• A-1 Flow Equalization Basin – 2.7 Billion Gallons of Water Moved into the 

Basin from Lake Okeechobee: To reduce harm to the St. Lucie and 
Caloosahatchee estuaries from the U.S. Army Corps’ Lake Okeechobee releases, 
SFWMD began emergency operations in early March to send lake water directly 
into this new reservoir. 

o The recent dry conditions in March lowered water levels in the new A-1 
Flow Equalization Basin in western Palm Beach County, creating capacity 
for SFWMD to move 9.8 billion gallons of water from the lake directly into 
the Basin.  

o The A-1 facility is a project in Governor Scott’s Restoration Strategies Plan 
to improve the Everglades, temporarily storing water for delivery to South 
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Florida’s Stormwater Treatment Areas and optimizing their performance 
to clean water before sending it into Everglades National Park. 

 
Daily water levels in WCA-3 are available at: 

• SFWMD WCA-3 Water Level Daily Report 
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The South Florida Water Management District is a regional governmental agency that 
manages water resources in the southern part of the state. It is the oldest and largest of the state’s 
five water management districts. Our mission is to protect South Florida’s water resources by 
balancing and improving flood control, water supply, water quality and natural systems. 
 

http://www.sfwmd.gov/sfwmd/weatherdata/hydrographs/WCA3A_Rain.htm
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