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SFWMD Partners with Cutler Bay to Improve Water Quality, 

Flood Protection 
Upgrade to stormwater management system will reduce runoff to Biscayne Bay 

 

 
(Click on picture for larger version.) 

 
West Palm Beach, FL — The South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) 
Governing Board recently approved a cost-sharing agreement with the Town of Cutler 
Bay in Miami-Dade County to treat stormwater runoff, which will improve water 
quality in Biscayne Bay and upgrade flood protection for residents.  
 
“Given its location at the edge of Biscayne Bay, effective stormwater management is 
crucial for the Town of Cutler Bay. This project will provide tangible public safety 
benefits for residents and protect the bay ecosystem,” said SFWMD Governing Board 
Chair Eric Buermann. “This effort is also an example of a long-term community 
partnership providing both local and regional benefits.” 
 
The investment of $210,000 in state funds administered by the District will help Cutler 
Bay significantly reduce nutrients in stormwater entering the C-1N Canal and, 

http://twitter.com/sfwmd�
https://my.sfwmd.gov/portal/page/portal/lang-en/ver-1/common/newsr/nr_cutler_biscaynebay.jpg�
http://www.sfwmd.gov/news


ultimately, Biscayne Bay. An analysis determined the upgrades have the potential to 
reduce total phosphorus by up to 92.7 percent and total nitrogen by up to 89.5 percent. 
 
Cutler Bay, which is investing $240,000 to complete the project, will make a host of 
improvements including: 
 

• Upgrading catch basins — water treatment systems that capture debris, sediment 
and solid materials to prevent them from flowing into the regional flood control 
system. 

• Installing sediment traps — water treatment devices that capture eroded or 
disturbed soil that is washed away during rain storms.  

• Installing baffles — flat boards, plates or similar devices placed in flowing water 
to create a more uniform flow, absorb energy and prevent debris and other 
deposits from entering the regional flood control system.  

• Re-sloping/re-grading existing roads to improve drainage.  
 

The improvement plan is the result of a long-term partnership between the District and 
the town to upgrade its stormwater management system. The District provided Cutler 
Bay with $200,000 in funding in 2006 to develop its initial Stormwater Master Plan. The 
plan identified priority locations where improvements were needed for water quality 
and flood protection. 
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About the South Florida Water Management District — Celebrating 60 Years (1949-2009)  
The South Florida Water Management District is a regional, governmental agency that oversees the 
water resources in the southern half of the state – 16 counties from Orlando to the Keys. It is the 
oldest and largest of the state’s five water management districts. The agency mission is to manage 
and protect water resources of the region by balancing and improving water quality, flood control, 
natural systems and water supply. A key initiative is cleanup and restoration of the Everglades. 
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