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BMP’s - Causal link Missing
“Thus far the relationship between the EAA basin-level
phosphorus reductions and the farm-level BMP plans 
has not been established. The EAA Basin level data verify 
that the individual farms have collectively reduced 
phosphorus loads coincident with BMP implementation. 
However, the data collected to date do not establish a direct 
statistical relationship between the water quality from an 
individual EAA farm or subset of farms and the EAA Basin 
as a whole because of the many variables affecting 
phosphorus load at the farm level.”  (Page 3-19, 2002 Everglades 
Consolidated Report)



BMP Point Values are Arbitrary

“IFAS data indicate nutrient control practices may
potentially reduce P load from 0 to 40 percent, while water 
management BMPs may yield from 0-to 90-percent P reductions for 
individual farms.” 

“The equivalent points assigned to each BMP,
shown in Table 3-1, do not directly correlate to individual BMP 
effectiveness. Points were originally based on the review of numerous 
reports and publications produced by UF/IFAS and
on best professional judgment and cooperative workshops conducted 
among affected landowners, consultants, District staff and the general 
public.” (Page 3-5, 2003 Consolidated Annual Report)





Most Effective BMP’s...
“One water management practice that proved particularly effective was 
that of making internal drainage improvements to a farm to allow more 
uniform drainage. For example, a farm could be hydraulically 
subdivided into different blocks with internal water control 
structures. This practice makes it less likely that the farm will be over-
drained and allows higher P water from areas within the farm to be
recirculated internally. This practice works particularly well for farms 
that employ crop rotation practices. The study indicated that water table 
response and levels, i.e., drainage on the farm, are more heavily 
influenced by prevailing water table elevations, rather than open 
channel gradients from pump operation. Therefore, a combination of 
improved drainage uniformity over the farm area and a reduction in 
drainage from a farm through internal redistribution could significantly 
reduce P concentrations and loads for all crops.”
(2003 Consolidated Annual report, Page 3-23)



 


