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Ray Palmer, Real Estate Section Leader 
South Florida Water Management District 
3301 Gun Club Road 
West Palm Beach, Florida 33416 

 
Subject: Comments on Comprehensive Assessment of East Coast Region Lands 
 
Dear Mr. Palmer: 
 
Please accept the following comments as the Florida Native Plant Society’s recommendations on 
the East Coast Assessment Region. 
 
Indian River Lagoon Parcels (SOR) – Both parcels are important for protecting water quality in 
Indian River Lagoon, and they also have substantial value as wildlife habitat and for public 
recreational use.  The beach frontage is precious to preserve for public access, and adjacency 
with other protected lands enhances the long-term conservation value of both parcels. 
 
10 Mile Creek -   Although the Reservoir/STA lands have been substantially altered, the 

alterations are associated with structural improvements designed to store water and enhance 
water quality within the overall system.  The staff assessment also acknowledges the projected 
habitat value of the Reservoir/STA for waterfowl and wading birds once the structural alterations 
have been completed.  The other parcels are currently valuable for wildlife, support rare scrub 
and scrubby flatwoods vegetation, and/or have established facilities and importance for public 
recreational use.  We recommend retention of the entire ownership. 
 
Indian River Lagoon South (CERP) – Even the highly altered parcels within this assessment 

unit, which appear largely to lack significant habitat value (e.g. those comprising the C-23/C-24 
and C-44 components) should be retained in their entirely to support the planned development of 
important water management infrastructure.  The future development of C-44 is one of the most 
critical projects for restoring water quality and natural salinity gradients in the southern reaches of 
Indian River Lagoon.  Even portions of these project areas that are not projected to be needed for 
restoration or infrastructure development could conceivably play important ancillary roles (e.g., 
staging areas, storage areas, or access sites) in accommodating the development of the 
reservoirs, STAs, and other structural elements.  Any decisions about designating surplus lands 
from among the land in these individual assessment units should be deferred until after the 
completion of all projected restoration and infrastructure development. 
 
South Fork of the St. Lucie and Atlantic Ridge – We recommend retention of all the lands 
within this assessment unit. They are extremely significant natural areas that support a diversity 
of plant and animal species.  These natural land areas are also important headwater areas within 
the watersheds of both the St. Lucie and Loxahatchee Rivers.  Although access to the Medalist 
parcel is problematic and appears to preclude public access at this time, the habitat and 
watershed values argue for its retention.  There is also a potential to link the Medalist parcel with 
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the Atlantic Ridge State Park.  The intervening lands remain in a natural condition, and such a 
linkage would benefit the long term conservation values and management of both the State Park 
and Medalist lands. 
   
Pal-Mar – Northern PalMar and Chimneys, like other mega-parcel acquisition projects, 
represents a major challenge.  The large number of individual ownerships makes acquisition a 
long, complex and laborious process.  It is also difficult to manage the large number of small, 
non-contiguous land areas such acquisition projects generate. It is possible, or likely, that a 
substantial portion of this project area will never be acquired.  However, the rationale for targeting 
these lands for acquisition remains valid and we believe it is appropriate to continue seeking to 
acquire them.  It may eventually make sense to offer land swaps and explore other strategies to 
consolidate the district’s ownership into contiguous tracts that border the Hungryland WEA.  Any 
decision to surplus lands in the Northern PalMar and Chimneys should be deferred.  Hungryland 
WEA should be retained in its entirety. 
 
DuPuis – The District’ DuPuis property, in combination with the adjacent Corbett Wildlife 

Management Area, is simply one of the most important natural areas in Florida.  The District’s 
long history of ownership, habitat restoration, and responsible stewardship are to be commended. 
It is a magnet for outdoor recreation and valuable for environmental education. Ownership should 
obviously be retained. It could be argued that the 25-Acre Strip is a potential candidate for 
surplus.  Its retention would help maintain unencumbered right-of-way and access along the C-44 
canal. 
 
Loxahatchee River/Cypress Creek -   Like the Indian River Lagoon South assessment area, the 

altered lands included in this assessment area were purchased to support CERP-related projects 
and must be retained for that purpose.  This area also plays an essential role in maintaining 
landscape connectivity among Jonathan Dickinson State Park, Hobe Sound National Wildlife 
Refuge, Hungryland-PalMar, and other although public conservation lands.  We recommend 
retention of the entire ownership. 
 
Loxahatchee Slough – Retain ownership of this parcel so maintain hydrologic connectivity 
between the Loxahatchee Slough property and the Grassy Waters Preserve. 
 
L-8 Reservoir – Ownership of this entire parcel must be retained so it can continue to store 

water, serve as a supplemental water supply source, and continue serving as a wildlife corridor 
between adjoining public conservation lands. 
 
Thank you for considering our concerns.  We look forward to continuing participation in the 
District’s review of its lands.   
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Eugene M. Kelly, Policy Chair 
Florida Native Plant Society 
Policy@fnps.org 
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Comments Regarding  
Loxahatchee River/Cypress Creek 



Comments: History and Current Conditions 

 The District and Martin County jointly purchased lands 
to further the restoration goals of increasing water 
storage and freshwater flows to the Northwest Fork of 
the Loxahatchee River. 
 

 Restoration plans have been stalled for a number of 
years, during which time the land has been used for 
agriculture. 
 

 Lack of water control affects surrounding properties and 
wetlands, and does not further the goal of restoration. 
 



Comments: Agricultural Lease Will Cause Harm 

 
 During the period of agricultural use, land has 

continued to deteriorate. 
 Land is heavily over-drained. 
 Wetlands are being impacted. 

 Agricultural use does not further restoration goals 
 The goal of increasing water storage is not met. 
 The goal of increasing freshwater flows to the Northwest Fork 

of the Loxahatchee River is not met. 

 
 



Comments: A Water Control Mechanism Will 
Further Restoration Goals 

 
 Presently, the development surrounding the Northwest 

Fork causes water to run off too quickly and at the wrong 
time. 

 Installing a mechanism by which to hold the water on the 
land and allow for controlled releases will benefit Cypress 
Creek/Loxahatchee and the wetlands in the area.  

 Available water that currently flows through canals could 
be diverted onto surrounding lands and gradually 
released back into the Cypress Creek/Loxahatchee 
Drainage Basin over a longer period of time.  
 



Comments: A Water Control Mechanism Will 
Further Restoration Goals 

 Better water control will help: 
 Rehydrate the land while still allowing for releases to prevent 

flooding 
 Store water on the land that can be discharged when it is 

needed 
 Allow for controlled releases to help prevent saltwater 

intrusion 
 Meet the goal of increasing freshwater flows to the Northwest 

Fork of the Loxahatchee 
 Meet the goal of increasing water storage 

 



Summary  

 
 The land was bought for restoration purposes. 

 
 Agriculture only increases land degradation and does 

not support restoration goals. 
 

 A water control device will further the goal of 
restoration by supporting the plans to increase water 
storage and increase freshwater flows to the 
Northwest Fork of the Loxahatchee River. 
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Comments Regarding PalMar 



PalMar Comments: Inaccurate Description 

 The chimney area contains more than unused cattle 
pasture and unmanaged flatwoods 

 
The area has been used for cattle grazing for 

decades 
 
Only unused since January 2013 when owner 

relocated 
 
 



Pal Mar Comments:  Current Conditions 

 
 Only 36% of lands are publically owned 
 
 Ownership is fractionalized into small parcels 
 
 The lack of continuity prevents effective 

implementation of the Districts core missions. 



PalMar Comments: Proposed Solution 

 Consolidate public land by acquiring fractionalized 
parcels 

 
 Acquisition of these lands by the District would 

create contiguity and further the District’s core 
mission of Hydrologic Restoration. 
 

 Acquisition could be accomplished through purchase 
or land exchange 
  

 
 
 



Pal Mar Comments:  Land Exchange Proposal 

 
 Entity that can speak and negotiate for 88% of the 

remaining privately owned lands is willing to sell or 
exchange the land  

 Exchange would: 
  consolidate public ownership of the central and 

southern sections of Pal-Mar; and  
 connect two existing publically owned areas 
 

 









Summary 

 PalMar land is highly fractionalized, preventing the 
District from achieving its core missions. 

 The proposed land exchange would consolidate 
ownership and further the goal of hydrologic 
restoration. 

 The land exchange is possible because an entity with 
control of 88% of the remaining private parcels is 
ready, able, and willing to make the exchange.  
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