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The South Florida Water Management District is exploring temporary water storage alternatives to
dumping Lake Okeechobee water out to sea. (July 29, 2013)

By Andy Reid
Sun Sentinel
4:40 p.m. EDT, July 29, 2013
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Blog | Green South Florida

Emergency pumping started Monday to lessen the
environmentally-damaging effects of dumping Lake
Okeechobee water out to sea.

Dumping Lake Okeechobee water out to sea protects South Florida from flooding, but

Green South
Florida blog

About the authors

DAVID FLESHLER is
environmental reporter for
.| the Sun Sentinel, where his
beat covers endangered species, the
ocean, the Everglades, environmental
health and lots of other issues. Before
taking the environmental reporting
job, he covered the city of Hollywood
and the Broward County Commission.
Originally from Buffalo, he has a
bachelor's degree in philosophy from
New York University and a master's in
journalism from Columbia University.
In his free time he listens to classical
music, teaches himself German and
spends time with his family. He lives
in Boca Raton with his wife Amy,
stepson Henry and three cats.

A ANDY REID has covered
' government, growth and

B,

'
' development, and
“ environmental issues in

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/blogs/green-south-florida/sfl-lake-okeechobee-water-dumping-alternatives-20130729,0,5280831.story[7/30/2013 9:27:57 AM]


http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/blogs/green-south-florida/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/blogs/green-south-florida/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3e2f/0/0/%2a/l;274712206;0-0;0;79535847;3454-728/90;55322497/55206549/1;u=ptype|s!pos|T!sz|728x90!;~okv=;;ptype=s;slug=sfl-lake-okeechobee-water-dumping-alternatives-20130729;rg=ur;ref=mymediainfocom;pos=T;dcopt=ist;sz=728x90;tile=1;at=Rivers;at=LakesandPonds;at=BodiesofWater;at=LakeOkeechobee;at=SouthFloridaWaterManagementDistrict;iab=news;u=ptype|s!pos|T!sz|728x90!;~aopt=2/1/9206/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://refineryatbocaraton.com/schedule-visit/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/weather/
http://weeklyads.sun-sentinel.com?p=southflorida&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_227&utm_term=title&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0/
http://weeklyads.sun-sentinel.com/flyers/sportsauthority-weekly?p=southflorida&auto_locate=true&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_227&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_281&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://floridalegals.net/sun-sentinel-fl

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/blogs/green-south-florida/sfl-lake-okeechobee-water-dumping-alternatives-20130729,0,330841,print.story
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sun-sentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fblogs%2Fgreen-south-florida%2Fsfl-lake-okeechobee-water-dumping-alternatives-20130729%2C0%2C5280831.story&text=Lake%20Okeechobee%20water%20dumping%20alternatives%20explored&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sun-sentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fblogs%2Fgreen-south-florida%2Fsfl-lake-okeechobee-water-dumping-alternatives-20130729%2C0%2C5280831.story
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sun-sentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fblogs%2Fgreen-south-florida%2Fsfl-lake-okeechobee-water-dumping-alternatives-20130729%2C0%2C5280831.story&text=Lake%20Okeechobee%20water%20dumping%20alternatives%20explored&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sun-sentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fblogs%2Fgreen-south-florida%2Fsfl-lake-okeechobee-water-dumping-alternatives-20130729%2C0%2C5280831.story
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sun-sentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fblogs%2Fgreen-south-florida%2Fsfl-lake-okeechobee-water-dumping-alternatives-20130729%2C0%2C5280831.story&text=Lake%20Okeechobee%20water%20dumping%20alternatives%20explored&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sun-sentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fblogs%2Fgreen-south-florida%2Fsfl-lake-okeechobee-water-dumping-alternatives-20130729%2C0%2C5280831.story
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sun-sentinel.com%2Fnews%2Fblogs%2Fgreen-south-florida%2Fsfl-lake-okeechobee-water-dumping-alternatives-20130729%2C0%2C5280831.story
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/blogs/green-south-florida
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cl6X7TL_3Ubn4LO6F6wHm54DABKWfiswDreuXjVvAjbcBEAEg84eRFFDs29_4-_____8BYMn2t4fco5QRoAGTqqLYA8gBAagDAaoE4AFP0Dg-4xSPUh_5nwXQMOA0acM2xzvjz-F3fyGxtSexQueL16hBO-hO37iGBi8uVXYHpjiNC_MUF-c9ale72-7-jP0gzA0itmpNFAJcjRl_rVrKKtf4xcAdAr_FptddKkgdAgDKdiMm1xdiB-rUjlPe8yZkRgktsVv1qtiCVdCpgYm0cYo7N--T-QYXWNyhwBuMa9VSI8VrA0-ho5tk8oMqtKWoCyw9HCiWT93w-qwpj1IPTq4wD8L19rnHN-T1rRyxH-uozOhimqh0GNl1d-uXhtAoJt-V-dYect82AGDLhIgGAYAH1dXdJw&num=1&cid=5Ghp9fX16c72HdkosatCOO81&sig=AOD64_2XC0qC0bCB1toKMdLweUdjP0vSKg&client=ca-pub-8065581269528142&adurl=http://culliganwestpalm.com/take-advantage-of-a-free-water-test-from-culligan/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cl6X7TL_3Ubn4LO6F6wHm54DABKWfiswDreuXjVvAjbcBEAEg84eRFFDs29_4-_____8BYMn2t4fco5QRoAGTqqLYA8gBAagDAaoE4AFP0Dg-4xSPUh_5nwXQMOA0acM2xzvjz-F3fyGxtSexQueL16hBO-hO37iGBi8uVXYHpjiNC_MUF-c9ale72-7-jP0gzA0itmpNFAJcjRl_rVrKKtf4xcAdAr_FptddKkgdAgDKdiMm1xdiB-rUjlPe8yZkRgktsVv1qtiCVdCpgYm0cYo7N--T-QYXWNyhwBuMa9VSI8VrA0-ho5tk8oMqtKWoCyw9HCiWT93w-qwpj1IPTq4wD8L19rnHN-T1rRyxH-uozOhimqh0GNl1d-uXhtAoJt-V-dYect82AGDLhIgGAYAH1dXdJw&num=1&cid=5Ghp9fX16c72HdkosatCOO81&sig=AOD64_2XC0qC0bCB1toKMdLweUdjP0vSKg&client=ca-pub-8065581269528142&adurl=http://culliganwestpalm.com/take-advantage-of-a-free-water-test-from-culligan/
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/blogs/green-south-florida/sfl-lake-okeechobee-water-dumping-alternatives-20130729,0,5280831.story%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-8065581269528142%26ai0%3DCJlzETb_3UdDWGoKZ6gHu1YHgB6nJnuADwbTy5kXAjbcBEAEg84eRFCgCUNLkrMIHYMn2t4fco5QRoAHvjrrlA8gBAagDAaoE4AFP0H3rFwMQ9KeljYaDo2Af7rBsuFCDhKTWp0aJAftiKex0xPI72ZscWntWCVGQsOsKcNHuAEjaPlW4v8skl08qWa9NT7PFuieRDdziPGdQv-hvjQjrK-fHOx7QGgCR4j_4D3Fy-dTVA1GWhkvmTONikBrD6OVF76HhthKxw0HQwAdLmdMsy5KmruAe4UrvVe7W03TGV8VmA8dytEdH1OViL4zALcJtS5pvQp1IfxBCQ4tVjk22IVIWA9z51UYCcxhGaM4EUWJsJUeDPDIPXR1RA5pe5Bi53hcKsaVS8ejSU4gGAYAH-fDFGg%26ai1%3DCg6VRTb_3UdDWGoKZ6gHu1YHgB8vvz-UD453K00zAjbcBEAIg84eRFCgCUOWPi9j______wFgyfa3h9yjlBGgAdX-y-4DyAEBqAMBqgTgAU_QLc8cAxP0p6WNhoOjYB_usGy4UIOEpNanRokB-2Ip7HTE8jvZmxxae1YJUZCw6wpw0e4ASNo-Vbi_yySXTypZr01Ps8W6J5EN3OI8Z1C_6G-NCOsr58c7HtAaAJHiP_gPcXL51NUDUZaGS-ZM42KQGsPo5UXvoeG2ErHDQdDAB0uZ0yzLkqau4B7hSu9V7tbTdMZXxWYDx3K0R0fU5WIvjMAtwm1Lmm9CnUh_EEJDi1WOTbYhUhYnnJDCRgJzGEZozgRRYmwlR4M8Mg9dHVEDml7kGLneFwqxpVLVqtRaiAYBgAeTgbQR&usg=AFQjCNFogeOdsrWkDJUofBxJhtKgAvYfqA
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/environmental-issues/bodies-of-water/lakes-ponds/lake-okeechobee-PLTRA0000047.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/topic/environmental-issues/bodies-of-water/lakes-ponds/lake-okeechobee-PLTRA0000047.topic
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/blogs/green-south-florida/

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/weather/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/weather/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/weather/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3e2f/3/0/%2a/l%3B274841572%3B0-0%3B1%3B79535847%3B4307-300/250%3B55064066/54948468/1%3Bu%3Dptype|s%21pos|1%21sz|300x250%5E336x280%21%3B%7Eokv%3D%3B%3Bptype%3Ds%3Bslug%3Dsfl-lake-okeechobee-water-dumping-alternatives-20130729%3Brg%3Dur%3Bref%3Dmymediainfocom%3Bpos%3D1%3Bsz%3D300x250%2C336x280%3Btile%3D3%3Bat%3DRivers%3Bat%3DLakesandPonds%3Bat%3DBodiesofWater%3Bat%3DLakeOkeechobee%3Bat%3DSouthFloridaWaterManagementDistrict%3Biab%3Dnews%3Bu%3Dptype|s%21pos|1%21sz|300x250%5E336x280%21%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/1/9206/1%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.npimd.com/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/?track=ss-nav-main-home
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/?track=ss-nav-main-news
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/?track=ss-nav-main-news
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/broward/?track=ss-nav-main-broward
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/palm-beach/?track=ss-nav-main-palm
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/sports/?track=ss-nav-main-sports
http://www.southflorida.com/?track=ss-nav-main-ae
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/features/?track=ss-nav-main-life
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/health/?track=ss-nav-main-health
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/business/?track=ss-main-nav-business
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/opinion/?track=ss-main-nav-opinion
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/classified/?track=ss-main-nav-classified

Lake Okeechobee water dumping alternatives explored - South Florida Sun-Sentinel.com

damages coastal fishing grounds and can make waterways unsafe for swimming.
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The district on Monday started pumping water from the Caloosahatchee River onto emphasis on Everglades restoration.
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to build a reservoir on former farmland. Tribune, Stuart News and the News
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The emergency pumping that started Monday is a repeat of a water storage technique
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gallons of water that otherwise would have ended up in the estuary.

“This won't solve the problem, but every little bit helps,” district spokesman Gabe o orig

Margasak said. _

Rising water levels during a rainier-than-usual summer have prompted the draining of TWi 0 = S

billions of gallons of lake water out to sea each day to ease the strain on the lake’s dike,

which is considered one of the country’s most at risk of a breach.

The problem is that flushing lake water west into the Caloosahatchee River and east -

into the St. Lucie River throws off the mix of salt and fresh water in the delicate From oyr archives

estuaries and bring an influx of pollutants that fouls coastal water quality. Water district gets temporary |eader

This year’s lake draining is already killing off oyster reefs and sea grass beds, scaring off fish, Water district head leaving to take

clouding waters and triggering warnings that water in some areas is unsafe for human contact. environmental consulting job
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