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Once spreading over more than 8 million
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fLak acres, the Everglades ecosystem was a vast
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wetland, with water depths ranging from

a half-foot to two feet. A slow river, it flowed
a quarter-mile a day down the southern peninsula through
a few outlets east and west but mostly south to Florida Bay.
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W, 3B\ J The Everglades is a low place ina low land with a towering stature. This famous
\\ wetland collects vast amounts of rainwater and shares it with an ever-growing
urban population, filters and cleanses the water with the plants it nurtures and
captures potential floodwaters like a giant sponge.
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B Historically, the Kissimmee River,

Lake Okeechobee and the Everglades | s | : e o
were part of the greater Everglades T . The Everglades is “Discovered

SOt 0% SiAE Vi) Nirmels) Florida’s Everglades is home to 68 threatened or endangered species,
giant marsh fed by rainfall. : _ :

among them the Florida panther, the American crocodile and the wood
stork. Just over a century ago, human impacts were almost nonexistent.
Many people began discovering and moving into South Florida, and the
vibrant Everglades ecosystem was altered to accommodate their needs.

A leaf could fall into the Upper Chain
. of Lakes (headwaters to the Kissimmee)
~and travel down a gentle and meandering
Kissimmee River...

float across the large shallow Lake Okeechobee
and over its natural southern shore...
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finally drift into Florida Bay. " éﬁ%ﬁ; = After more than half a century of many efforts to dike and drain the Greater
Ars Everglades, a federal public works project was built in the 1950s and 1960s

to manage the free-flowing water. A system of canals and pump stations
now provides flood control during the wet season and water supply during
the dry months. The remnant Everglades is now divided into managed
“Water Conservation Areas.” The natural overland sheet flow, which is so
important to the ecosystem, has been interrupted. A 90-percent decline

in wading birds is just one indicator that the Everglades is in distress.

Returning the Water

Restoration projects are under way that include constructed wetlands to
treat the water and reservoirs to capture and store the water. The restoration
will provide a more natural timing, flow, quality and quantity of water to
the Everglades, improving the natural habitat for plants and animals and
preserving a great American treasure for generations to come.
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