
Reserving Water for the
 Caloosahatchee Estuary 



Why Protect the Water? 
  Protection of water made available by the CERP

 Project for the natural system is required by
 Section 601(h) of the 2000 Water Resources
 Development Act (WRDA 2000)  
 State required to protect water for natural

 system using its reservation or allocation
 authority 

  WRDA 2000 requires the reservation or
 allocation to be complete prior to signing a
 Project Partnership Agreement to receive
 federal funding for project construction and
 operation 



What is a Water Reservation? 

  A water reservation is a
 legal mechanism to set
 aside water for the
 protection of fish and
 wildlife or the public
 health and safety 
  Authority: F.S. 373.223(4) 



Water Reservation
 Waterbodies 



Water Reservations for
 Caloosahatchee Estuary 

  Water reservation rule
 development  
  CERP’s Caloosahatchee River

 (C-43) West Basin Reservoir
 Project  

  Analyses will be performed to
 identify sources of water
 needed for the protection of
 fish and wildlife 

  Seek permission to initiate rule
 development at December 10,
 2009 Governing Board 



Caloosahatchee Estuary Reservation Rule 



C-43 West (Caloosahatchee River) Reservoir 



Rule Development Process: 
Administrative Aspects 

  DEP Rule 62-40.474, F.A.C., guidance for programmatic
 consistency 

  Scientific peer review 
 Determine if the proposed linkage between hydrology and

 water for fish & wildlife is scientifically sound 
 Best available information 
 All data, methods, assumptions and models subject to

 review 

  Public workshops 
  Web Page  

 Rule drafts, meeting notices, presentations, supporting
 documentation 



Major Milestones for Rule Making 
  Initiate rule development 

   December 10, 2009 
  Complete draft technical report 

   July 2010 
  Scientific peer review of data, analysis, and

 assumptions used to determine water reservation 
   August 2010 

  Public workshops 
   Throughout 2010 

  Seek Governing Board approval to publish the draft
 rule  
  February 2011 



How can I participate? 

 Attend SFWMD
 Governing Board/
 WRAC meetings 

 Attend rule workshops
 next year in person or
 via web-casting 

 Provide comment on
 draft rules when
 available 




