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Appendix A
ECONOMIC ANALYSIS: CALOOSAHATCHEE

ESTUARY RESOURCES

W. Daltry
Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council

METHODOLOGICAL ASSUMPTIONS

The Predicate

This assessment is being performed in conjunction with the Caloosahatchee Water
Management Plan (CWMP). Consequently, the essential component of this analysis is to
analyze the importance of freshwater flow into the tidal zone, which is described as the
Caloosahatchee Estuary, in experienced economic terms and values. These activities and
values are dependent upon the continuation of estuarine functions. These functions
include: serving as a fish nursery and shellfish grounds, and serving as a habitat for
aquatic and avian life, which consumes the living harvest, produced by the estuary.

Other economic activities, such as waterfront port activity, or some types of
boating activity (such as sailing), that do not depend upon estuarine conditions, are
excluded from this analysis. Consequently, high valued property with waterfront view
would not be included in this analysis, although such properties would be included in an
analysis of the value of quality environmental features.

The Locale

The Caloosahatchee Estuary is defined by the plume of reduced salinity that issues
from the mouth of the Caloosahatchee River at the Franklin Locks, as well as some of the
tributaries (Orange River, Whiskey Creek, Hancock Creek, etc.) that issue into the river
west of the controlled mouth at the locks. This plume extends into San Carlos Bay, Pine
Island Sound, lower Matlacha Pass, and upper Estero Bay, until its impact is attenuated
into normal background conditions, or it is supplemented to an indistinguishable degree
by the flows of smaller tributaries for these bodies, or it meets the flows of the Peace River
in southern Charlotte Harbor. The Caloosahatchee River is the major freshwater body
producing an estuary within Lee County.

The Assumption

Most data useful for an estuarine study is gathered at a county level, with smaller
areas usually not capable for disaggregation due to propriety sensitive information.
Consequently, information about Lee County will form the assumptions about the
A-1
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Caloosahatchee Estuary, as factored by reasonable attempts to exclude information that
may come from Boca Grande, or the Lower Estero Bay-Estero River/Imperial River Basin
influence area.

Economic Value Categories

Direct and Sole. The primary economic statistics for economic value come from
fishing statistics: licenses, landings, and employment in fishing and in fish processing.
Using this information provides an estimate of direct values related to the estuary. Since
most fish stocks are mobile, the assumption that is being made that fish landed in Lee
County originated because of the Lee Estuary. These values are the primary direct
economic impact of the estuary, but are not the total. It should be noted that multipliers
are often used to assess further impacts; this report only uses one multiplier and that is for
the direct value of seafood moving through the market place. These direct impacts include
the obvious transactions that are directly related to each other. For example, the fishing
boat captain that sells the haul pays the crew with part of the proceeds has performed two
transactions with the same money, and both transactions are directly relevant for this
analysis.

Shared. There are other activities that occur that depend in part upon estuary
production and in part on other factors. Boat sales and marina activities are examples,
where sometimes boats are used for sport fishing (estuarine production) and sometimes
for some other purpose. An assumption will be made to reflect some degree of such
activity being an economic value of the estuary, and such values will be included in the
total assessment.

Indirect/Quality of Life. Finally, there are quality of life issues that the estuary
provides, that are not easily expressed in measurable economic terms. For example, the
endangered Florida manatee frequents the Caloosahatchee Estuary, and the threatened
American eagle feeds within the estuary waters. Both species dominate ecotourism tours,
and existing residents often associate sightings with their quality of life property value.
Housing with bay/estuary views command high prices. However, the water supply plan is
not likely to result in changes in these values, so any assumptions of value derived from
these quality of life items are largely for discussion purposes.

Direct/Indirect/Induced. These are terms in common usage in economic value
appraisals. One such study, Estimated Economic Value of Resources (Charolotte Harbor
National Estuary Program, 1998) used these categories in preparing an estimate for the
Charlotte Harbor watershed. The indirect and induced categories are not being used in
this appraisal of the Caloosahatchee Estuary, primarily because such factors rely heavily
upon modeling assumptions tied to regional input-output assessments. Since the
economic values of an estuary can be fairly narrowly defined, such additional appraisals
add uncertainty to the analysis that already has to heavily depend upon state or national
information sources. The analysis of direct impacts should be pervasive enough to
understand the value of the estuary and the relationship of its freshwater sources.
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ECONOMIC ACTIVITY - DIRECT

Tourism

Estimated Economic Value of Resources (Charlotte Harbor National Estuary
Program, 1998), provides some estimate of economic values for the overall harbor
complex, of which the Caloosahatchee River is a part. Summarizing this report for Lee
County, total tourism expenditures in 1996 were $1,207,490,480 or $58.75 per person per
day. These expenditures were generally tied to living expenses, not the estuary, unless the
person was there for fishing or nature study. Saltwater fishing (boat) for tourists in 1995
was an estimated 744,349 occasions overall, while Saltwater fishing (nonboat) was
288,185 occasions; nature study by tourists totaled 332,727 occasions, of which 50
percent were of the estuarine environment. If each occasion was equivalent to a half day,
the total economic value of tourism tied to the estuary is $36,526,035. For a comparable
statistic, saltwater fishing licenses for fiscal year (FY) 1997-98 for nonresidents totaled
30,840, with a license sale income of $485,000.

Resident Recreation

The same report provided for residential recreational activity. Saltwater fishing by
boat totaled 72,818 occasions, and nonboat saltwater fishing provided 24,487 occasions,
and nature study provided 179,144 occasions, which, if half were of the estuarine
environment, would be 89,577 occasions. Applying one-half of the average estimated per
capita disposable income at a daily basis for Lee County ($28.36) (University of Florida,
1997) yields a total $5,299,973 of residential recreational economic value tied directly to
the estuary. For a comparable statistic, saltwater fishing licenses for residents for FY
1997-98 totaled 22,215, with a license fee income of $300,000.

Commercial Fishing

The same report provides estimates for commercial fishing activity within Lee
County for 1996. For that year, 11,724,498 pounds of seafood (all varieties of seafood
such as finfish, shrimp, crabs, lobster) were landed for a total direct sale price of
$19,147,104. This volume made Lee County the fourth largest county source of seafood
in volume and dollar value in Florida.

The landing of seafood and its sale results in direct multiplication of impact taking
place as expenses, such as wages paid to the commercial fishermen, are met and food
processors take the landings into the next stage of production. An accurate estimate for
multipliers is difficult, particularly since the impact is felt within other reporting
industries. Additionally, since fishing is part of the county's economic base, its impact will
not necessarily be felt within Lee County since resale prices elsewhere, and the associated
business structures and employment will be higher than direct sales prices here.

For an estimate of expenses paid to other entities, an early report Costs and
Returns in Commercial Fishing, (Anderson et al., undated) was used. This report
A-3



Appendix A CWMP Appendices
indicated that operational expenses approximated 48 percent of returns, with wages
approximated at 31 percent. The cost of money (loans, etc.) was an additional 19 percent
of receipts. These estimates would indicate that of the $19 million referenced above, $9.2
million returned to the local economy in the form of crew wages, fuel sales, waste
disposal, supplies, repairs, and so forth. An additional $3.6 million went directly to
financiers either locally or elsewhere to pay off long-term debt. Remaining receipts were
disbursed between the captain and the owner, partly of which was spent locally.

A somewhat contradictory statistic comes from the Florida Statistical Abstract
(FSA) estimates of direct employment in fishing in Lee County. According to the FSA,
the fishing industry in Lee County involves an estimated 40 businesses (Table 10.37, FSA,
1997), with 180 employees, and an estimated annual payroll of $3.54 million. The
contradiction lies partly in how the role of the captain, excludes a bonus system. The
fiscal effect of the contradiction lies is calculating 31 percent of the receipts as expenses
for crew ($5.9 million), as compared to FSA estimate of $3.54 million as payroll.

To estimate the impact of seafood entering the wholesale/retail and food service
use markets, a multiplier of 2.5 was applied to direct sales prices in Lee County. This
yielded an estimate of $47,867,760, or the price changed from approximately $1.63 a
pound at the boat to $4.08 a pound retail (and higher at restaurants). For a comparison of
multipliers, refer to Economic Impact of Marine Recreational Boating on the Florida
Economy, SGR-54 (Milon et al., 1983).

The summary of the fiscal impact of commercial fishing is as follows: initial
receipts of $19,147,104; estimated expense disbursements of $12.8 million ($9.2 million
operational expense and $3.6 million cost of money); and the additional transactions in the
seafood of $47.9 million. The total value of these transactions is $79.8 million.

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY - SHARED

Boating

The volume of sales related to boating in 1995 totaled $103,800,171 (CHNEP,
1998), most receipts being sent elsewhere. According to County Business Patterns in
1995, sales of boats employed 275 persons in 45 firms with an annual payroll of $5,614,
000. Boat repair employed another 130 persons in 14 firms, with an annual payroll of
$2,481,000. Boat storage (and marinas) employed another 196 persons in 22 firms, with a
payroll of $3,637,000. Most receipts were sent out of the county.

To assess how much of the boating activity is due to the estuary, the percentage of
boating activity ivolving recreational or commercial fishing must be determined. The
National Recreational Boating Needs Assessment Survey Final Report (Hagler Bailley,
Inc., 1997) indicates that 44 percent of recreational boaters engaged in fishing, but the
survey did not state whether the boats were purchased solely for fishing. Consequently,
this assessment only assumes that fishing is one half the motive for boat purchase for
those who fish, which reduces the total from 44 percent to 22 percent. Applying this
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factor (22 percent) to the total payroll expenses of sales, repair, and storage of boats,
results in $2,581,000 being the value of estuaries to employment in these three types of
businesses. Applying the factor of 22 percent to total new boat sales results in $22,836,037
being spent as a result of estuaries. The resultant sum of these activities is $25,417,037.

SUBTOTAL - ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

The economic activity tied to the Caloosahatche Estuary is presented in Table A-1.

FACTORING FOR JUST THE CALOOSAHATCHEE
BASINS ESTUARY

The calculations to this stage have been applied to Lee County as a whole. While
the Caloosahatchee Estuary is the county's largest estuary, its estuarine zone does not
encompass the entire county's estuary. To factor just for the Caloosahatchee Estuary, the
impact area is presumed to be that defined by the presentation made by Dan Haunert
(SFWMD) to the Caloosahatchee Advisory Committee (CAC) on January 21, 1999. This
area did not include Boca Grande, Bokeelia, Burnt Store Marina, nor the middle to lower
reaches of Estero Bay.

These areas described above contain 16 of the county's 61 marinas. Using a coarse
assumption that the ratio of marinas outside the Caloosahatchee Estuary influence area
reflects the percentage of activity summarized above as also being outside the area, a
reduction factor can be estimated. This factor (26.2 percent) applied to the $147,043,045
figure subtotaled above, reduces the annual estimate of economic value directly associated
with the Caloosahatchee Estuary to $108,517,760.

FACTORING FOR THE LIFE OF THE PLAN

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and the SFWMD have recently
completed the Central and Southern Project Comprehensive Review Study (Restudy)
(USACE and SFWMD, 1995). The Restudy recommended changes in the timing and
volume of releases from Lake Okkechobee. The CWMP is attempting to realistically

Table A-1. Economic Activity Related to the Caloosahatchee Estuary.

Activity

Recreation-Tourist $36,526,035

Recreation-Resident $5,299,973

Commercial Fishing $79,800,000

Boating $25,417,037

Total for Lee County $147,043,045
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appraise current and future water supply demands on the river and the minimum flow of
the river necessary to maintain environmental values, which extend upon estuarine
economic values. This economic analysis is oriented towards estimating for the CWMP
the economic values of the current estuary. One test of the Restudy and the CWMP is
whether it will act to improve or harm these values.

The Restudy is being refined and imlemented in the CERP. The target year to have
all of the projects completed is 2050. Using that same target year, and applying the annual
economic value of the estuary over that 50 years (no adjustment for changes in net present
value), the estuary's worth will be $5,425,888,00 (in 2050).

THE BOTTOM LINE

The direct annual value of the Caloosahatchee Estuary to the area economy is
approximately $108 million. Actions that would adversely affect the estuary can add up to
that amount of impact to the cost of any proposal. Using the 50-year horizon of the CERP,
the cost (resource loss) value would be $5.4 billion.
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Appendix B
ANALYSIS OF WATER AND NUTRIENT BUDGETS

FOR THE CALOOSAHATCHEE BASIN - AN
EVALUATION OF AVAILABLE HYDROLOGIC
DATA FOR THE CALOOSAHATCHEE BASIN

E.G. Flaig, P. Srivastava, and J.C. Capece
South Florida Water Management District

Institute for Food and Agricultural Sciences University of Florida

SUMMARY

Hydrologic data were collected from the South Florida Water Management District
(SFWMD), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and United
States Geological Survey (USGS) for the Caloosahatchee region. The SFWMD obtained
all of the available data from the USGS through a cooperative data exchange agreement.
Weather data were purchased by SFWMD from NOAA. Because the available weather
station coverage is sparse, data were collected for sites outside the Caloosahatchee Basin
to include weather stations and ground water wells that can be used to describe conditions
within the basin.

The hydrologic data include weather, surface discharge, water use pumpage, and
ground water stage. The weather data include rainfall, temperature, wind, solar radiation,
evaporation, and humidity data where available. Complete weather data are available for
three sites in the region: Clewiston, S-78, and Big Cypress Reservation. Long-term
rainfall data are available from many sites in the basin. The data in this report are
restricted to those sites that have more than 16 years on record or have hourly rainfall
values. The long period of record is necessary for model simulation and the hourly data
are necessary to develop the daily rainfall pattern.

Surface discharge data were obtained from the USGS through the SFWMD for the
primary discharge structures on the canals of the Central and South Florida Flood Control
Project. Discharge data were not available for selected private structures on the primary
canals.

Ground water stage data were collected for the Surficial Aquifer System (SAS)
and the Tamiami aquifer. This aquifer interacts directly with surface water and is
necessary to understand surface discharge.

The hydrologic data are summarized in this report. The data are provided in
several formats on the website (http:\\www.imok.ufl.edu). Although it was intended that
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these data be developed into a relational database, there has been no agreement among the
many potential users concerning the structure or content of the database, nor has there
been agreement on the appropriate software. As a result, the data are provided in flat
(ASCII) files and Excel spreadsheets.

INTRODUCTION

Water management in the Caloosahatchee Basin has become an important issue as
demand for water by agriculture, the urban sector, and the environment have increased.
The basin is undergoing rapid urban development and there is a greater need for water. At
the same time, development and environmental needs on Florida’s lower east coast may
reduce the supplemental water available from Lake Okeechobee. Agriculture depends on
water released from Lake Okeechobee for irrigation during the dry season. In the future, it
will be necessary to fully utilize the available water in the Caloosahatchee Basin. This
requires an assessment of the basin resources.

One of the important components of a basin assessment is the evaluation of
available hydrologic data. These data are necessary for development of water and nutrient
budgets for the basin. These data are also necessary for determining the impact of
alternative land and water management practices on water use and runoff. The primary
approach for evaluating alternative practices is through hydrologic simulation.

This report includes the results of the search for hydrologic data pertinent to the
development of hydrologic models. Compilation of hydrologic data is necessary for
calibration and utilization of hydrologic models and development of the water and nutrient
budgets. These data include weather data, tributary discharge, Caloosahatchee River
(C-43) discharge, ground water stage, and pumpage values for various structures in the
basin. These data often exist as time series for varying periods of record. Only data
available in digital form for long periods were collected. Hydrologic data with short
periods of record are difficult to use in hydrologic analysis because they do not contain
sufficient climatic variability with which to assess the impact of alternative management
practices. If the data were available in digital form, they were not included in this report.
Where possible, data includes the results from earlier studies.

DATA COLLECTION

Hydrologic data were collected through the SFWMD from NOAA, USGS, and
water control districts (Chapter 298 special taxing districts). The SFWMD maintains
many monitoring sites in the region. The SFWMD purchased rain, wind, and temperature
data from NOAA selected stations in the Caloosahatchee Basin (Clewiston, Fort Myers,
Punta Gorda, and Immokalee). The SFWMD also acquired monitoring data from USGS
through a cooperative data exchange program. The SFWMD acquired rainfall data from
selected water control districts through cooperative agreements or as part of special
conditions on permits.
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The set of primary parameter values and time series data necessary for hydrologic
simulation were compiled into a simple database which is well-documented, and suitable
for use on a personal computer or Unix system. Most of the data are maintained in flat-
files (ASCII) for ease of conversion for selected computer programs. This type of
database format will allow revisions to be made to the subbasin specific primary data as
new data become available.

HYDROLOGIC DATA

Weather Data

Hourly Weather Data

Detailed weather information is necessary for developing good estimates of
potential evapotranspiration, predicting crop growth, estimating insect vector dispersion,
and predicting prone to freeze. Each of these data sets influence water and agrochemical
use in the basin. Detailed weather data are necessary for development and calibration of
evapotranspiration models. In particular, net radiation, relative humidity, and wind speed
are necessary data. Unfortunately there are few sites in South Florida where detailed
weather data have been collected over a long period of time (suitable for conducting long-
term hydrologic simulations). There are complete data sets for West Palm Beach and
Miami. There are no long-term records for Southwest Florida. The Systemwide
Hydrologic Modeling Group (SFWMD) supplements those data with temperature and
wind data from this area for predicting potential evapotranspiration within the
Caloosahatchee Basin.

Weather data were obtained from the SFWMD for both SFWMD sites and NOAA
sites. No other data were found. There were three sites with complete weather data in the
region. Of these sites weather data were obtained for three sites (Clewiston Field Station,
Big Cypress Reservation, and Ortona Locks). The data were collected at 15 minute
intervals and recorded on CR-10 data loggers. Data collection at these sites began in 1992
and continues to present. The weather data collected at the selected stations are presented
in Table B-1 and data are presented in Figures B-1 through B-3.

Hourly Rainfall

Several hydrologic simulation models require hourly rainfall in order to calculate
daily runoff. The models are useful for simulating nutrient transport. Hourly rainfall is
not commonly measured. It is only available at selected locations (West Palm Beach,
Miami, and Okeechobee) for long periods of record. In the past, hourly rainfall was
quantified by digitizing stripcharts from weighing raingages. This was time consuming
and limited the amount and quality of available data. Recently, tipping bucket raingages
have been connected to electronic data loggers which can provide an accurate rainfall
record at high temporal resolution.
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Figure B-1. Typical Hourly Weather Data, Ortona Locks (May 1993).
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Figure B-2. Typical Hourly Weather Data, Big Cypress Reservation (May 1993).
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Figure B-3. Typical Hourly Weather Data, Clewiston Field Station (May 1993).
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There are six hourly rainfall gages in the Caloosahatchee region (Figure B-4).
Data were available at these sites from 1992 to present (Table B-2). Typical data for these
sites are presented in Figure B-4 for May 1993. As indicated in Figure B-4, a substantial
variability exists in rainfall within the basin. Hourly precipitation rates vary from 0.2 to
1.5 inches per hour (in. hr-1) within a storm. There also is considerable difference in the
rainfall pattern within a single storm among the stations.

Table B-1. Weather Data for Selected Parameters in the Caloosahatchee Region.

Measurement Equipment

Air Temperature (AT)
Vaisala HMP35C temperature and humidity probe

Relative Humidity (RH)

Barometric Pressure (AP) Vaisala PTA427 pressure transducer

Photo-active Radiation (RP) LI-COR LI190SZ Quantum

Total Radiation (RT) LI-COR LI1200SZ pyranometer

Vector Wind Speed (VS)
Qualimetrics Skyvane Model 2100

Vector Wind Direction (VD)

Table B-2. Hourly Rainfall Sites for the Caloosahatchee Region.

Station DBKEY Start Date

Big Cypress Reservation 15685 10/21/92

Clewiston Field Station 15517 10/21/92

Lehigh Acres 15464 11/1/92

Palmdale 15786 4/16/92

S-78w 15495 10/21/92

Whidden Ranch 15465 11/9/92
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Figure B-4. Typical Hourly Rainfall Volume for the Caloosahatchee Region.
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Long-Term Rainfall

Long-term rainfall data are necessary for conducting three analyses for basin
assessment. The long-term data are used to develop the relationship between rainfall and
runoff, and determine how that relationship may have changed following changes in land
use. These data are necessary for hydrologic simulation; a short period of record may not
provide a sufficiently varied data set for evaluating alternatives. Finally, the long-term
data are used to evaluate the spatial variability in rainfall in the basin. The spatial
variability in rainfall determines how the measured data from the monitoring network are
combined to provide areal rainfall estimates.

Long-term daily rainfall volumes were collected for 15 locations. These data were
collected by several agencies: NOAA, SFWMD, United States Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE), and the Florida Department of Forestry (FS) (Table B-3). There is a range in
length of record beginning with Fort Myers that began in 1909 to Whidden Ranch where
collection began in 1982. At most sites, rainfall was collected in a standard can and
measured in the morning. Two other sites, Lehigh Acres and Clewiston are not included
in this list. At those sites, rainfall was recorded only on weekdays and does not present
high quality data.

Typical daily rainfall records are presented for the period May to September 1993
in Figures B-5a and B-5b. Note the similarity in rainfall patterns at sites that are in close
proximity such as S-79 and Fort Myers, compared to inland sites. Also note the variability
in rainfall volume.

A set of Thiessen polygons was created to apply the rainfall data to the
Caloosahatchee Basin. According to this scheme, all land within each polygon receives
the rainfall record from that site. Alternatively, a universal kriging can be use to provide
areal estimates of rainfall for each land use parcel. The disadvantage of kriging is that the
extreme values in the data set are lost and replaced by areal average.
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Figure B-5a.Typical Rainfall for Long-Term Raingages in the Caloosahatchee Region.
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Figure B-5b.Typical Rainfall for Long-Term Raingages in the Caloosahatchee Region.
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Table B-3. Long-Term Rainfall Data in the Caloosahatchee Region.

Station Location Station Name DBKEY Start Year Source

1 Punta Gorda PUNTA G4_R 06139 1965 NOAA

2 Alva ALVA FAR 05922 1968 SFWMD

3 Corkscrew CORK.HQ_R 05916 1959 SFWMD

4 Fort Myers FORT MEY_R 06193 1909 NOAA

5
Immokalee IMMOKA 2_R 06082 1963 FS

Immokalee IMMOKA 3_R 06195 1941 NOAA

6 South Lee County SLEE_R 06081 1969 FS

7 Whidden Ranch WHIDDEN3_R 06555 1982-1990 SFWMD

Whidden Ranch WHIDDEN3_R 15465 1992 SFWMD

8 S-131 S131_R 06120 1965 SFWMD

9 Lake Okeechobee L OKEE.M_R 05883 1976 SFWMD

10 Devil’s Garden DEVILS_R 06206 1956 SFWMD

11 Alico ALICO_R 15197 1973 SFWMD

12 Keri Tower KERI TOW_R 06083 1969 FS

13 LaBelle LA BELLE_R 06158 1929 NOAA

14

S-78 S78_R 06243 1940-1991 NOAA

S-78 S78_R 16625 1991 SFWMD

S-78 S78_R 06221 1968 USACE

15 Palmdale PALMDALE_R 06093 1963 FS

FS- Florida Department of Forestry, NOAA- National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, SFWMD- South
Florida Water Management District, USACE- United States Army Corps of Engineers.
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Temperature

Temperature data are used for estimating evapotranspiration. Daily maximum and
minimum temperatures were collected at nine stations in the region (Figures B-6a and
B-6b). The District had data from 1931 for Moore Haven, Fort Myers, and Arcadia
(Table B-4). Except for Immokalee which starts in 1970 and Archbold which starts in
1969, there is a complete set of data from 1965 to present. Typical values are presented
for May 1993 (Figures B-6a and B-6b).

Table B-4. Minimum and Maximum Temperature Data for the Caloosahatchee Region.

Station Start Date

1 Punta Gorda 11/1/65

2 Moore Haven 1/2/31

3 LaBelle 7/1/48

4 Immokalee 6/1/70

5 Fort Myers 1/1/31

6 Devil’s Garden 6/1/56

7 Clewiston Field Station 11/1/49

8 Arcadia 1/1/31

9 Archbold 1/1/69
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Figure B-6a.Typical Daily Minimum and Maximum Temperatures for the Caloosahatchee
Region.
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Figure B-6b.Typical Daily Minimum and Maximum Temperatures for the Caloosahatchee
Region.
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Evaporation Data

Where weather data are not available for estimating potential evapotranspiration
(ET), evaporation pan values provide useful information. These data combined with crop
coefficients provide reasonable ET estimates. Evaporation values were available at four
sites in the basin (Figure B-7). At two of these sites, the data were collected by NOAA
(Clewiston and HGSLE). At the other two sites (Clewiston Field Station and Lehigh
Acres), the data were collected by SFWMD (Table B-5). These data are not current but
they do present a period of record during a period of substantial land use change in the
basin. Other data were collected at Corkscrew Sanctuary and Palmdale, but for shorter
periods. The data from Lehigh Acres were collected only during weekdays so the Monday
values are averaged across the weekend.

Table B-5. Evaporation Pan Data for the Caloosahatchee Region.

Station DBKEY Period of Record Source

Clewiston 06365 1970-97 NOAA

Clewiston Field Station 15208 1983-90 SFWMD

HGSLE 06381 1948-97 NOAA

Lehigh Acres 06330 1978-90 SFWMD

NOAA- National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, SFWMD- South Florida Water Management Dis-
trict.
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Figure B-7. Typical Daily Evaporation Pan Values for May.
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Surface Water Discharge

Surface water is monitored at the primary structures on the Caloosahatchee River
(C-43) and C-19 canals (Figure B-8). The C-43 structures include the lock and spillway
structure at Lake Okeechobee (S-77), the gated culverts (S-235) that control water
exchange between the East Caloosahatchee Basin and the S-4 Basin, the lock and spillway
structure at Ortona (S-78), and the Franklin Lock and Dam Structure (S-79) at Olga. The
structures on the C-19 Canal include S-47d at Lake Hicpochee, S-47b near highway US
27, and S-342 at the terminus in Nicodemus Slough. The flow data were calculated by the
SFWMD and USGS based on USACE gate-opening data and upstream and downstream
stages (Table B-6). The USGS data have been accepted as the preferred data sets at each
structure. The quality of the discharge rating data is unknown, the USGS had intended to
redevelop the stage-discharge curves for each structure. The total monthly discharge for
each structure is presented in Figure B-8 along with runoff. Runoff is defined as the
discharge from S-79 minus the inflow from S-77, S-235, and S-47d. Runoff does not
include any regulatory discharge from Lake Okeechobee.

Table B-6. Monitored Surface Water Discharge Structures in the Caloosahatchee Basin.

Structure Description DBKEY Record Source

S-77 Lock & Dam

00853 --- USGS*

15016 1963 - 90 SFWMD

15635 1972 - 97 SFWMD

S-235 Gated Culverts

04214 1975 - 90 SFWMD*

15564 1990 - 97 SFWMD*

12815 1988 - 97 SFWMD

S-47B Gated Culverts
04326 1978 - 91 SFWMD

15944 1995 - 97 SFWMD

S-47D Spillway
04376 1975 - 93 SFWMD

15578 1993 - 97 SFWMD

S-342 Culvert 13163 1992 - 97 SFWMD

S-78 Lock & Dam 00857 1971 - 97 USGS*

S-79 Lock & Dam
00865 1966 - 96 USGS*

15045 1963 - 90 SFWMD

* Preferred data for analysis.

SFWMD- South Florida Water Management District, USGS- United States Geological Survey.
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Figure B-8. Total Monthly Discharge and Runoff for Major C-43 Canal Structures.
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Ground Water Stage

Ground water head information is useful for monitoring ground water usage and
local recharge. Head data from the water table aquifer can be used to evaluate the
effectiveness of seepage systems and alternative surface water management practices on
local ground water storage. Unfortunately, there are few active wells in the basin.

There are many ground water monitoring wells in the Caloosahatchee Basin. The
digital records for 72 ground water monitoring are available in the SFWMD database.
These wells were used to monitor piezometric head in the water table, lower Tamiami, and
Sandstone aquifers. Most of these wells were monitored in the 1970s and 1980s. There
are 34 active ground water stage monitoring wells in the basin: 16 wells are in the west
Caloosahatchee Basin, three wells are in the Orange River Basin, three wells are in
Flagpole Basin, and 11 wells are in the East Caloosahatchee Basin (Table B-7). Several of
the active wells are USGS wells. The typical head data for those wells are presented in
Figures B-9a and B-9b for the May 1994. The remaining wells are part of the SFWMD
ambient ground water monitoring program. The stage data for the period of record for
those wells are presented in Figures B-10a, B-10b, B-10c, and B-10d.
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Figure B-9a.Typical Head Data from Shallow Ground Water Wells in the Caloosahatchee
Basin (May 1994).
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Figure B-9b.Typical Head Data from Deep Ground Water Wells in the Caloosahatchee Basin
(May 1993).
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Figure B-10a. Ground Water Stage for Period of Record for SFWMD Ambient Monitor Wells.
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Figure B-10b. Ground Water Stage for Period of Record for SFWMD Ambient Monitor Wells.
B-24



CWMP Appendices Appendix B
Groundwater Stage (HE-1027)

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35

11/2/87 11/2/90 11/2/93 11/2/96

fe
et

Groundwater Stage (HE-1028)

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35

11/2/87 11/2/90 11/2/93 11/2/96

fe
et

Groundwater Stage (HE-1029)

0
5

10
15
20
25
30
35

11/2/87 11/2/90 11/2/93 11/2/96

fe
et

Groundwater Stage (HE-1068)

0

5

10

15

20

10/29/87 10/29/90 10/29/93 10/29/96

fe
et

Groundwater Stage (HE-1069)

0

5

10

15

20

10/29/87 10/29/90 10/29/93 10/29/96

fe
et

Groundwater Stage (HE-1075)

0

5

10

15

10/29/87 10/29/90 10/29/93 10/29/96

fe
et

Groundwater Stage (HE-1076)

0
5

10
15
20
25
30

1/29/88 3/29/88 5/29/88 7/29/88

fe
et

Groundwater Stage (HE-1077)

0
5

10
15
20
25
30

1/29/88 1/29/91 1/29/94 1/29/97

fe
et

Figure B-10c. Ground Water Stage for Period of Record for SFWMD Ambient Monitor Wells.
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Groundwater Stage (HE-516)
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Figure B-10d. Ground Water Stage for Period of Record for SFWMD Ambient Monitor Wells.
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Table B-7. Active Ground Water Wells in the Caloosahatchee Basin.

Well Basin
Depth
(feet)

Casing Depth
(feet) Start Year

1 HE-517 West Caloosahatchee 158 135 1977

2 HE-529 West Caloosahatchee 155 135 1976

3 HE-556 West Caloosahatchee 155 135 1976

4 HE-558 West Caloosahatchee 13 3 1977

5 L-1137 West Caloosahatchee 20 15 1973

6 L-727 West Caloosahatchee 71 67 1973

7 L-729 Orange River 103 81 1977

8 L-1418 Orange River 62 55 1973

9 L-2186 Orange River 160 133 1977

10 HE-1075 East Caloosahatchee 155 135 1987

11 HE-529 West Caloosahatchee 155 135 1987

12 HE-554 West Caloosahatchee 15 5 1983

13 HE-1027 East Caloosahatchee 7 4 1987

14 HE-1028 East Caloosahatchee 60 20 1987

15 HE-1029 East Caloosahatchee 182 92 1987

16 HE-852 East Caloosahatchee 14 9 1986

17 HE-853 East Caloosahatchee 61 17 1986

18 HE-5 East Caloosahatchee 13 8.7 1983

19 HE-1076 East Caloosahatchee 340 300 1988

20 HE-1077 East Caloosahatchee 10 5 1988

21 HE-555 West Caloosahatchee 270 250 1975

22 HE-851 West Caloosahatchee 13 5 1987

23 HE-559 West Caloosahatchee 165 155 1975

24 HE-560 West Caloosahatchee 80 70 1977

25 HE-569 West Caloosahatchee 17 11 1975

26 HE-1068 Flagpole 160 60 1987

27 HE-1069 Flagpole 13 3 1987

28 HE-629 Flagpole 144 133 1985

29 HE-858 East Caloosahatchee 17 12 1986

30 HE-557 West Caloosahatchee 100 80 1976

31 HE-558 West Caloosahatchee 13 3 1996

32 HE-620 West Caloosahatchee 350 171 1983

33 HE-857 East Caloosahatchee 17 12 1977

34 HE-516 West Caloosahatchee 273 270 1986
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Water Supply

Pumpage data for water supply were obtained from growers for some of the water
use permits through the Regulation Department at SFWMD. The pumpage data were
reported as total monthly values for the period from 1993 to present. These data are
available for 130 permits in the basin. There are 97 permits that obtain water from the
Caloosahatchee River. Of these permits, 35 have submitted pumpage reports to the
SFWMD. The quality of the data ranges from estimated monthly values to total monthly
water use to summation of actual daily water use. The quality of the individual records
has not been assessed. Unfortunately, it was not possible to obtain a complete set of
records for evaluation at this time.

Water Control District Hydrologic Data

An attempt was made to obtain hydrologic data from the fourteen Water Control
Districts (WCDs) in the basin. Hydrologic data were available only for the East County
Water Control District (ECWCD). Hydrologic data for other WCDs may be available
through the SFWMD, but effective retrieval was not possible. The ECWCD hydrologic
data consists of stage at selected control structures in the three major basins (Table B-8).
The ECWCD also monitors stage in several canals. Canal stage data collection began in
1995 while canal stage at weirs began in 1985. These data will be used to evaluate the
efficacy of weir head manipulation on local water storage and control of downstream
flooding.

Table B-8. Monitored Weirs in the East County Water Control District.

Orange River Hickey Creek Bedman Creek

1 S-A-1 S-HC-I S-D-1

2 S-A-2 S-M-I S-H-1

3 S-NM-1 S-HC-2 S-H-3

4 S-OR-I-SE S-A-2 S-LB-1

5 S-OR-I S51-I-2 S57-24-2

6 S-R-I S-H-3 S-LJ-1

7 S-SF-I S-LD-1

8 S-SF-2 S57-1-2

9 S-YT-I S57-12-1

10 S-ML-1B S57-13-1

11 S-ML-1A S57-24-2

12 S-ML-2

13 S-ML-4
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DISCUSSION

The data collected during this task primarily came from the SFWMD. A few of
the datasets came from NOAA and private companies. Most of the data from SFWMD
were obtained through the standard SFWMD databases. As such, these data have been
scrutinized for errors and aberrations. The flow data for the major structures on C-43 have
been evaluated by USGS. A series of discharge measurements were made at each of the
structures (S-77, S-78, and S-79) using the acoustic doppler current profiler. The
measurements were used to develop rating curves for each structure. An analysis of the
rating curves has been developed by USGS; they compared the actual discharge to the
values estimated by the rating curve. The results indicate that the relative error in
discharge is less than 10 percent, from 50 to 90 percent of the time at S-77 and S-79. The
relative error at S-79 is greatest at discharge less than 1,000 cfs. Overall the rating at S-79
is considered excellent. At S-77, the relative error is less than 10 percent, 80 percent of
the time. The relative error is greater than 10 percent, 70 percent of the time when flows
are below 750 cfs. The rating at S-77 is very good at large flow and poor at low flows.
The rating analysis for S-78 has not been completed.

The data from the permit pumpage files have not been checked and those data are
not included in this report. The data from ECWMD appear to be reasonable and are
readily available. There were not other data currently available that required review a part
of this task deliverable.

There have been few hydrologic assessments in the Caloosahatchee Basin. In
particular, a study of tributary discharge was conducted as part of the analysis of the
Caloosahatchee Basin in the Miller et al. (1982) study of water quality in the
Caloosahatchee River. Unfortunately the tributary flow data from that project has been
lost, and it would require additional labor beyond the scope of this project to place that
data into the data base.

One intent of this task was to convert the available weather data into input data sets
suitable for hydrologic simulation modeling. It was found that there were insufficient
hydrometerological data available in the basin to support standard hydrologic models.
Each of the more powerful hydrologic models require weather data for estimating ET.
Unfortunately, there are no long-term weather records of sufficient detail for conducting
hydrologic simulations. For long-term simulation, it will be necessary to adapt the ET
estimates from the lower east coast data which are based on meterological data collected
at West Palm Beach.

It was expected that a specific model would have been selected for hydrologic
simulation. There has been no agreement as to the appropriateness of any specific model
for simulating the hydrologic behavior of the basin. No attempt has been made to convert
these data into a data set to support a specific model.

The hydrologic data have been summarized in this report and the provided on the
Southwest Florida Research and Education Center Website. The data sets are available as
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ASCII files and Excel spreadsheets. Although it was intended that these data be
developed into a relational database, there has been no agreement among the many
potential users concerning the structure or content of the database, nor has there been
agreement on the appropriate software. The recommendation has been to develop a
simple, generic database that provides the available data in the most convenient format.
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Appendix C
TAPE GRASS LIFE HISTORY METRICS
ASSOCIATED WITH ENVIRONMENTAL

VARIABLES IN A CONTROLLED ESTUARY

S.A. Bortone and R.K. Turpin
Florida Center for Environmental Studies

ABSTRACT

Twenty samples of tape grass were removed from four locations along a salinity
gradient in the Caloosahatchee River in Lee County, Florida for each month in 1998.
Examination of the environmental independent variables indicates a strong seasonal cycle
for temperature and trend toward increasing chlorophyll levels during the year. Dependent
response variables recorded for tape grass also indicated a seasonal pattern that mimicked
the temperature cycle. There was a time lag in maximal life history attributes. Number of
shoots per sample, number of blades per sample, and number of blades per shoot had
highest values during the warmer months (i.e., May – August). Blade length, blade width,
and biomass were higher during the later part of the summer and early fall. Reproductive
attributes of the plants (i.e., number of male and female flowers) were highest during the
fall. The salinity gradient, that was part of the study design, was weak and accounted for
only a small part of the variation observed between locations along the river. Typically the
end of the year parameter levels were higher than the beginning of the parameter levels for
all response variables among plants. It is suspected that this is due to the inordinately
heavy rains during early 1998 that led to lower salinities at all locations. These normally
freshwater plants were apparently less stressed because of the lower salinity conditions in
the estuary. This situation may have provided a “boost” to their growth that helped expand
the extent, size, and fitness of tape grass within the estuarine system. A paradox was
revealed in that higher plant growth parameters were recorded among plants from the
higher salinity portions of the river. During 1998, salinities were low at the most seaward
location but water clarity was greater, thus providing conditions that may have facilitated
growth of this normally freshwater plant in an estuarine ecosystem.

INTRODUCTION

Monitoring seagrasses (including all forms of submerged aquatic vegetation -
SAV) is rapidly becoming one of the foremost methods to determine the overall health and
condition of the aquatic environment (Dennison et al., 1993; Stevenson et al., 1993).
Seagrasses have shown particular promise in detecting specific factors that may influence
both short and long-term changes to nearshore aquatic ecosystems. More recently, this has
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been especially true for evaluating the relative health and condition of estuaries (e.g.,
Johannson, 1991).

Tape grass, Vallisneria americana Michx. (also known as water celery, eel grass,
American eel grass, and American wild celery) is widely distributed in nearshore aquatic
habitats (see Bortone et al. 1998 for an annotated bibliography on the life history of this
species). Tape grass is generally a freshwater species, but it is also an important
component of the oligohaline estuarine SAV community (Twilley and Barko, 1990; Adair,
1994; Kraemer et al., 1999). Because it inhabits the upper portions of estuaries, it is often
subjected to wide fluctuations in salinity due to intense freshwater runoff events after
having been subjected to higher salinity exposures due to periods of little runoff or rainfall
(Zieman and Zieman, 1989).

The Caloosahatchee River in Southwest Florida serves as a conduit for fresh water
from Lake Okeechobee to the Gulf of Mexico, especially during times of excessively
heavy rain events. Tape grass occurs in well defined beds in shallow waters below a water
control structure (Franklin Lock and Dam). Discharge profiles indicate that freshwater
releases normally occur during the summer months (June, July, and August) when
thunderstorms drop excessive rain onto the surrounding area (Chamberlain and Doering
1998). Also, in anticipation of extra-heavy rain events (such as those resulting from a
hurricane) water management authorities release water from Lake Okeechobee during the
late spring and summer to allow for situations when excessive storm water may have to be
retained in Lake Okeechobee to prevent flooding. Because of this scenario, managing
authorities need to know how the retention and release of fresh water affect the contiguous
estuarine ecosystem. Monitoring tape grass life history features is one way to examine the
impact of these freshwater releases.

Presented here are the results of an initial baseline monitoring assessment study to
establish the life history parameters of tape grass, relative to salinity variations in the
Caloosahatchee River. While the study is in its infancy, the basic methodology and general
results serve to guide the development and implementation of future studies that seek to
use seagrasses to assess estuarine conditions. The study was designed to obtain
information on both life history attributes of tape grass inhabiting the upper estuarine
portions of the Caloosahatchee River and to draw inferences on the association of these
response dependent variables have with the environmental independent variables. The
utility in knowing the species life history parameters and their relationship with the
environmental variables will facilitate future management decisions regarding options to
release or retain freshwater discharges to the Caloosahatchee River. Ultimately, these data
will serve as a basis to maintain ecological integrity of this ecosystem and may serve as a
model for regulation and control of other estuarine areas.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS

Description of the Study Area

The area of study is located within the Caloosahatchee River (Figure C-1) on the
southwestern coast of Florida. The study area was chosen because tape grass beds occur in
the river along a distance exposed to a broad range of salinity that varies during the year.
As tidal flux is usually less than a meter and winds are not consistently strong in any
direction, salinity is strongly influenced by the amount of rainfall in the immediate area
and the overall drainage basin that extends as far east as Lake Okeechobee.

Study Design

At each of four locations (Figure C-1) one pair of 100 meter (m) transects (one
perpendicular to shore and one parallel) was established at two sites (A, downstream; B,
upstream). The intersection of the transects for each site was selected in situ by visually
detecting the presence of tape grass. The beginning end of each perpendicular transect was
placed at the shoreline, thus each transect intersection (i.e., “midpoint”) was located 50 m

Figure C-1. Map of the Study Area, Indicating Sampling Stations within the Caloosahatchee
River.

N

5 km
Fort Myers

1
2

3
4

Franklin Lock and Dam
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from shore. Each parallel transect had the midpoint of the perpendicular transect as its
midpoint.

Each transect was divided into five intervals (1-20 m, 21-40 m, 41-60 m, 61-80 m,
81-100 m); monthly, a different specific distance within each interval was selected using a
random number generator without replacement. Thus, at each of four locations during
each month beginning in January 1998, a total of 20 discrete samples for tape grass were
collected from two sites, at two transects, and at five intervals.

Sampling Methods

Monthly during 1998, tape grasses were sampled at a randomly selected location
along each transect by placing a 0.1-m2 weighted PVC quadrat frame on the river bottom
and subsequently removing all tape grass plants within the quadrat. Samples were placed
in plastic bags, labeled, and stored on ice in an insolated dark box, returned to the
laboratory, and, within 24 hours, measured for the dependent variables. Only tape grasses
were collected. If the sample contained epiphytes or attached vegetation such as Ruppia
maritima, notes were taken as to their presence and relative abundance.

Below are each of the independent and dependent variables measured during this
study with a brief definition and description of the method used to assess each variable.

INDEPENDENT VARIABLES

The independent environmental variables were recorded monthly at each sample
location. Most variables were recorded in situ. Additionally, water samples were collected
0.5 m below the surface to assess total suspended solids (TSS), chlorophyll a, and color.
The water samples were placed on ice for up to five hours and brought to the Lee County
Environmental Laboratory for detailed water quality analysis.

• Date - Recorded by Year Month Day (e.g., 19990131 = 31
January 1999) as a single number to facilitate logical sorting of
the database.

• Location - Four sample locations on the north side of the
Caloosahatchee River (numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4): Location 1, 3.5
km west of the I-75 bridge (26° 41’23” N, 81° 49’48” W);
Location 2, 2 kilometers (km) east of the (Business) US 41 bridge
(26° 40’21” N, 81° 51’52” W); Location 3, between the
(Business) US 41 and US 41 bridges (26° 39’18” N, 81° 52’48”
W); Location 4, 3 km west of the US 41 bridge (26°38’37” N,
81°54’8” W).

• Site - Two sample sites (A, downstream; B, upstream) per
location, separated from each other by 100 to 200 m.

• Direction - Direction or orientation of sample transect (either
perpendicular or parallel to shore at each site).
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• Distance - Distance along the 100-m transects. Each transect was
divided into five, 20-m intervals. Samples were collected within
each 20-m interval at distances selected from a random number
generator without replacement. Distances increased going
offshore (perpendicular transects) or upstream (parallel
transects).

• Time - Local time of day (EST or EDT) at the beginning of
sampling at each location recorded as military time.

• Depth - Water depth to the nearest centimeter at the center of
each 20-m sample interval along each transect. Water depths
were measured on only one occasion throughout the entire study
area (all within 1 hour) to reflect the relative depth among
samples.

• Tidal stage - Category of tidal stage (L=low, H=high, E=ebbing,
F=flooding) at time of sampling determined from the relative
position of “Fort Myers” using a tidal projection software
program (Nautical Software Inc., Beaverton, Oregon).

• Temperature - Surface water temperature (measured to the
nearest degree Celsius).

• Salinity - Salinity estimated to the nearest ppt (part per thousand)
using a temperature corrected refractometer.

• Secchi depth - Vertical Secchi disk (20-cm [centimeter] diameter)
depth measured to nearest centimeter as an indicator of water
clarity.

• TSS - measured as milligrams per liter (mg/L, detection limit = 1
mg/L).

• Chlorophyll a - Measured as milligrams per cubic meter (mg/m3,
detection limit = 0.5 mg/m3).

• Color – Measured in “color units” (cu, detection limit = 1 cu) at
465 nanometers (nm), Platinum Cobalt standard of 500 APHA,
measured at 500 cu undiluted stock; 300 cu, 30 milliliters (ml)
diluted to 50 ml; 100 cu, 10 ml stock diluted to 50 ml; 50 cu, 5 ml
diluted to 50 ml with de-ionized H20.

DEPENDENT VARIABLES

All dependent variables were measured in the laboratory on samples placed on ice
for 24 hours, except where noted.

• Number of Shoots - Number of V. americana shoots counted
from each sample. Individual shoots (i.e., “plants”) may have
C-5



Appendix C CWMP Appendices
occurred singly or attached via underground rhizomes (when
attached to other plants, each shoot was counted separately).

• Number of Blades - Number of V. americana blades (“leaves”)
counted from each sample. Where the number of shoots was >30,
the number of blades was counted from a subsample of 30
shoots; the number of blades was counted in the subsample and
the total number of blades was calculated for the sample.

• Number of Male and Female Flowers - Counted from the entire
sample collected at each location.

• Blade Length - Mean blade length measured in millimeters (mm)
and calculated to nearest 0.1 mm from the five longest blades.

• Blade Width - Mean blade width was measured in mm and
calculated to nearest 0.1 mm from the five widest blades.

• Weight - Dry weight in grams (to nearest 0.001 gram [g]) of the
entire sample. Each sample was dried for 5 days in an oven at 80
° C. Where number of shoots in a sample exceeded 30, a
subsample of 30 shoots was dried and weighed; dry weight for
the entire sample was then calculated.

Analyses

Data were analyzed using the SAS® statistical package (SAS, 1995). Pearson and
Spearman rank correlation coefficients were used to determine the associations between
all variables. Stepwise Regression was used to assess the significance and degree each
variable contributed to explain the variation observed for the dependent variables. Graphs
were prepared using SigmaPlot® software.

RESULTS

Independent Variables

Temperature – Temperature generally followed a pattern of increase and decrease
typical for the seasonal variation in Southwest Florida (Figure C-2). Lowest temperatures
were in December and January (17-18 ° C) and warmest during June (32-34 ° C). Monthly
temperature profiles at all four locations followed a seasonal pattern with the exception
during November, when all locations were abruptly higher. This was due to local warm
weather conditions.

Salinity – Variation in salinity can most often be attributed to tidal effects as well
as local runoff and rains. As salinity was not measured on a consistent lunar cycle, it is not
surprising that salinity showed only little evidence of a seasonal pattern. However, the
annual profile does indicate evidence of the inordinately heavy rains that occurred during
January – March, with residual runoff occurring until May 1998. Salinities were from 0 to
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Figure C-2. Monthly Temparature (upper graph), Salinity (middle graph), and Secchi Depth
(lower graph) Recorded at Each of the Sampling Stations.
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10 ppt and most were at or below 5 ppt. Locations were chosen so that salinities would be
likely to be lower upstream (Location 1), higher salinities would be furthest downstream
(Location 4), with Locations 2 and 3 being intermediate. Figure C-2 indicates that this
was generally true as the lowest salinities were recorded at Location 1 (mean = 0.5 ppt/
month) and highest from Location 4 (4.4 ppt). However, considerable variability was
noted at the intermediate distance locations and they were nearly identical with regard to
salinity (2.2 ppt and 2.6 ppt for Locations 2 and 3, respectively). Lack of an obvious
upstream-downstream salinity gradient was probably due to local mixing and runoff.

Secchi depth – Water clarity, as measured by Secchi depth, was highly variable
(Figure C-2) with little evidence of a seasonal pattern except that water clarity was greater
during the spring and early summer and poorest during the winter and early fall. The high
variability and difference between the other sites in water clarity at Location 1 was
probably due to the influence of variable winds and boat traffic proximate to this location.

TSS – Inspection of Figure C-3 indicates that measures of this variable did not
display a pattern but that differences between locations were relatively small. Notable,
however, were the two peaks in TSS at Location 4 in July and September.

Chlorophyll a – This variable was generally low early during the sampling period
but gradually increased toward the late summer and fall (Figure C-3). Generally,
Locations 2 and 4 had higher levels during the period of increased chlorophyll levels.

Color – Color information can prove an important indicator of the influence of
freshwater runoff because, as runoff increases (particularly from natural, tannic stained
areas such as woodlands), water becomes darker in color. Figure C-3 indicates that the
color pattern was similar to the rainfall pattern in the area during 1998.

Dependent Variables

Number of samples with shoots (Figure C-4) indicated an overall annual trend to
increase during the sampling period among all locations except Location 1, the most
upstream sample. Locations 2 and 3 displayed the most dramatic increase in the number of
samples with shoots. While the number of samples with shoots at Location 4 increased
during 1998, it was always highest among all locations. The number of samples with
shoots displayed no seasonal trends at Location 1.

Monthly patterns were similar among the dependent variables: shoots per sample,
blades per sample, and blades per shoot (Figure C-5). These variable parameters were
higher during the warmer months of the year (May – August) and lower during months
when the water temperature was cooler (January – March and September – December).
The number of shoots and blades per sample were higher at Location 4.

Blade lengths and blade widths increased toward the late summer and early fall at
all locations (Figure C-6). In contrast, the blade width/blade length ratio was lowest
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Figure C-3. Monthly Total Suspended Soilds (upper graph), Chlorophyll A (middle graph), and
Color (lower graph) Recorded at Each of the Sampling Locations.
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during this period. While a distinct trend seems lacking among these variables, blade
length was typically longer at Location 4.

Just as the blade lengths and widths increased during the late summer and early
fall, so did the number of female and male flowers (Figure C-7). It appears, however, that
the peak flower months (highest at Location 4) were maximal during August – October.
The maximum values for blade lengths and widths were high for an expanded season but
were highest during July - September.

Biomass (as measured by dry weight per sample and per shoot) was low during the
early part of the year (January – May) but increased during June and July and remained
relatively high until the late fall (Figure C-8).

Variable Associations

To determine the potential relationships among and between both independent and
dependent variables, a Pearson Product correlation coefficient (r) was calculated between
all possible pairs of variables. Significant (p < 0.05) and strong (r > ±0.50) correlations
among independent variables were noted: date with salinity (+0.52) and chlorophyll
(+0.51); location with salinity (+0.51); and Secchi depth with color (-0.64). Among the
dependent variables significant (p < 0.05) and strong (r > ±0.75) relationships were

Figure C-4. Monthly Trend among Locations for the Number of Stations with Shoots.
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Figure C-5. Monthly Trend among Locations for the Number of Shoots per Sample (upper
graph), Number of Blades per Sample (middle graph), and Number of Blades per
Shoot (lower graph).
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Figure C-6. Monthly Trend among Stations for Mean Blade Length (upper graph), Mean Blade
Width (middle graph), and Width/Blade Length Ratio (lower graph).
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Figure C-7. Monthly Trend among Locations for the Number of Female Flowers per Shoot
(upper graph), and Number of Male Flowers per Shoot (lower graph).
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Figure C-8. Monthly Trend among Locations for the Dry Weight per Samples with Shoots
(upper graph) and the Dry Weight per Shoot (lower graph).
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observed: number of shoots with number of blades (+0.96); blade length with blade width
(+0.88) and weight (+0.77).

A comparison of Spearman rank correlation coefficients (a nonparametric measure
of association) indicated that significant and strong associations occurred between salinity
and chlorophyll (+0.55), as well as between Secchi depth and color (-0.57). Among the
dependent variables there were several significant and strong Spearman rank correlations:
number of shoots with blade length (+0.88), blade width (+0.88), and weight (+0.95);
number of blades with blade length (+0.89), blade width (+0.89), and weight (+0.96);
blade length with blade width (+0.97) and weight (+0.96); blade width with weight
(+0.95).

Interestingly, there were no significant correlations of any independent with any
dependent variable.

Stepwise Regression

A stepwise regression procedure was used to elucidate the amount of variation in
the dependent variables that could be explained by the data gathered during this study. The
results are summarized in Table C-1.

Inspection of these analysis results indicates that only one or two of the alternative
dependent variables can explain most of the variation within each of the dependent
variables. For example, variability in the number of shoots can be almost completely
predicted from the number of blades. Number of blades and number of shoots are clearly
codependent as are blade length and blade width. Nearly 60 percent of the variation in
shoot weight can be explained by blade length. Less reliable is the prediction of the
number of male and female flowers as only 14.3 and 18.7 percent, respectively, of the
variation of these parameters can be explained with the model offered here.

The main purpose of this analysis, however, was to gain insight into the
environmental variables that may be associated with variation in the dependent variables.
The number of shoots was only significantly associated with variation in TSS; blade width
with temperature; blade length with five factors (location, depth, temperature, Secchi
depth, and color); blade width with location, depth, temperature, salinity, Secchi depth,
chlorophyll and color; number of male flowers with depth and color; number of female
flowers with location, Secchi depth, and color; and weight with six factors (location,
depth, temperature, Secchi depth, TSS, and color).

Of all the factors, location, depth, temperature, Secchi depth, and color are
apparently the most influential in affecting (or being associated with) the dependent
variables.
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DISCUSSION

Donnermeyer and Smart (1985) noted that seasonal growth in tape grass was
maximal during mid to late July in the fresh waters of the Mississippi River. The
dependent response variables recorded here for tape grass followed a similar seasonal
pattern. There were, however, slight seasonal differences as to when the response
variables were maximal. The number of shoots increased in the spring and stayed high in
the summer while declining in the fall. This was also true for the number of blades and
blade/shoot ratio. The attributes of the plants associated with size (i.e., blade length, blade
width, and weight) all displayed greater values in midsummer and late fall. The
reproductive season for tape grass, indicated by the number of male and female flowers,
was highest during fall. Tape grasses have seasonally lagged life history features which
may each be useful in assessing temporal aspects of stress in estuaries.

Table C-1. Summary of the Stepwise Procedures To Build a Predictive Model for Each of the
Dependent Variables.

Variable
Number

of
Shoots

Number
of

Blades

Blade
Length

Blade
Width

Number
Male

Number
Female Weight

Date

Location 0.001 0.005 0.002 0.001

Distance

Depth 0.002 0.004 0.003 0.003

Temperature 0.001 0.004 0.002 0.001

Salinity 0.001

Secchi 0.001 0.001 0.002 0.001

TSS 0.001 0.007

Chlorophyll A 0.006 0.002

Color 0.007 0.004 0.016 0.007

Number of
Shoots

0.921 0.021 0.007 0.017 0.002

Number of
Blades

0.921 0.013 0.110

Blade Length 0.001 0.779 0.003 0.135 0.600

Blade Width 0.007 0.001 0.779 0.017

Number Male 0.011

Number Female 0..001 0.003 0.004

Weight 0.001 0.002 0.062 0.013 0.113 0.018

Total R2 0.929 0.925 0.874 0.835 0.143 0.187 0.754
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The absolute number of plants in the area, as indicated by the number of samples
with shoots (Figure C-2), shows a slightly different seasonal pattern. The number of
samples with shoots increased at three of the four locations (Location 1 being the
exception). This increase is important because the populations of shoots at these locations
were dramatically higher in December than they were during the previous January. In fact,
closer inspection of all the study results indicates that monthly parameter levels for
virtually all variables recorded here were higher during the end of the year than the
beginning of the previous year.

This feature of the tape grass populations for 1998 in the Caloosahatchee River
may be attributable to several factors. The levels of all variables are apparently cyclic
(probably temperature related) and therefore should have declined to lower levels in
December, similar to those of the previous January, if the study had been continued.
Preliminary evidence indicates that while parameter levels for all variables continued to
decline, they were, nevertheless, higher than during the previous January (Bortone and
Turpin, personal communication). A potentially testable hypothesis can be offered to
explain the apparent annual increase in plant attributes during 1998. As indicated
previously, the amount of annual rainfall during 1998 (especially during the early part of
the year) was excessive. Since tape grass is primarily a freshwater plant, it has some
growth inhibition when subjected to even moderate levels of salinity (Doering et al. 1999).
As the plants were exposed to much lower salinities in 1998, it is reasonable to assume
that the plants responded by becoming more numerous and larger during 1998 so that the
1999 population parameters for beginning the ‘new’ year would be higher than for the
previous year.

Accepting this hypothesis leads to a paradox to explain the dependent variable
responses. Generally, the highest plant parameters were recorded at Locations 2 and 4.
Location 4 is furthest downstream, and plants at this location were thus subjected to the
highest salinity. Interestingly, however, water clarity (as measured by Secchi depth) was
highest at Locations 2 and 4 (122 cm and 110 cm, respectively) while water clarity was
lowest at Locations 1 and 3 (102 cm and 108 cm, respectively). Thus, while salinities were
higher, plant growth may have been accelerated because of increased light availability.

While an annual mean difference of only a few cm between Locations 3 and 4 may
not seem important, it should be noted that the Secchi depths had to be measured some
200 – 400 m toward the center of the river as water depth at both locations was insufficient
when water was clearest to obtain a Secchi depth measure at the specific site where plants
were located. Our impression at the time (as indicated in our field notes) was that water
clarity was greater at Location 4. Site specific measures of water clarity would probably
have revealed a greater difference in water clarity between the two locations.

Doering et al. (1999) noted in the laboratory the tape grass plants from the
Caloosahatchee River curtailed growth at salinities higher than 15 ppt. Also, laboratory
(Doering et al., 1999) and confirming field observations (Kraemer et al., 1999) indicated
that tape grass growth was inversely associated with salinity. An important balance must
therefore be present for tape grasses to thrive in an estuary; enough water clarity to permit
light penetration (generally associated with higher salinity water), and enough fresh water
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to reduce the stress associated with the effects of salinity. Future research efforts should
more closely monitor the balance between the stress potential caused by higher salinity
levels and the increases in plant growth afforded by higher levels of photosynthetically
useful light waves resulting from increased water clarity.

Among the independent variables there was a linkage between location, depth,
Secchi depth, and color. These variables are all location specific and should be expected to
link together. Among the environmental variables identified as having a significant
association with the response variables only temperature is not location dependent. It
should be noted that color should be negatively related to Secchi depth because higher
color levels interfere with water clarity.

CONCLUSIONS

Establishing a baseline of life history information on tape grass serves to help tract
changes in the aquatic conditions that lead to favorable SAV growth in the oligohaline
portions of the Caloosahatchee River. Our investigation indicates that plant life history
attributes vary seasonally and spatially. More important, however, is the realization that
plant growth attributes may each respond on a different time scale to the presence of
conditions favorable for plant growth. Even more important is the recognition of the need
to measure environmental factors with a high degree of specificity with regard to
proximity to the sample locations and with a high degree of accuracy, increased frequency,
and greater precision. Our study has hinted at the significance of the interactive aspects of
temperature, salinity, and water clarity. It behooves estuary managers to specifically
determine the interactive effects these factors have on SAV growth in estuaries. Once this
determination has been made, then managing estuaries to increase SAV growth (and
subsequently provide abundant, natural habitat for the community of organisms associated
with SAV) will become a reality.
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Appendix D
INVENTORY OF FRESHWATER BIOTA FOR THE

SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT
DISTRICT ISOLATED WETLAND MONITORING

PROGRAM

S. Mortellaro
South Florida Water Management District

SUMMARY

The development of hydrologic criteria for isolated wetland protection is a key
element in implementing water supply plans and water use permits. A monitoring and
evaluation program is being developed to accomplish the following:

1. Evaluate present drawdown criteria

2. Establish cause-and-effect relationships between South Florida
Water Management (District) permitted hydrologic activities
(e.g., ground water withdrawal, surface drainage) and adverse
ecological changes in isolated wetlands

3. Recommend hydrologic criteria for future rulemaking

A review by District staff and a District-sponsored panel of experts concluded that the
present technical literature contains insufficient information for satisfying these
objectives, and recommended that the District implement a monitoring program focusing
on biological indicators of wetland function and health. Wetland study areas located
throughout the District have been selected for this project. Two study areas are adjacent to
active municipal wellfields (Lee and Martin counties) and include several isolated
wetlands located at varying distances from the center of the wellfield drawdown cone.
Regional reference wetlands have also been established in large relatively undisturbed
natural areas (Martin, Osceola, and Polk counties).

As part of this project, a pilot study is planned to collect quantitative data needed
to characterize spatial and temporal variability of indicator species and to compare
different sampling and collection techniques. Prior to beginning this pilot study, however,
it is necessary to determine what species inhabit the wetlands selected for the project and
which of those species are most promising as indicators of hydrologic stress. Preliminary
work reviewed in this discussion has identified several broad classes of potential indicator
organisms, which include amphibians, birds, bryophytes, fish, macroinvertebrates, algae,
and vascular plants.

The objectives of these studies were as follows:
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1. Conduct an inventory of amphibians, birds, bryophytes, fish,
macroinvertebrates, algae and vascular plants in isolated
wetland habitats within the South Florida Water Management
District (SFWMD)

2. Evaluate sampling methods to identify effective means of mon-
itoring the biota within these habitats

3. Conduct a literature review to identify and summarize life his-
tory information of the targeted biota known to occur in South
Florida

4. Develop recommendations for using these organisms as indices
of aquatic environmental health in isolated wetlands

ALGAE

Rosen and Mortellaro, 1998

Algal communities have been identified as a potential group of organisms that may
show promise as an indicator of hydrologic stress or ecological condition. An inventory
of the algal communities found in selected isolated wetlands of South and Central Florida
was conducted. The collection effort focused on the outer edges of the water/soil interface
and included the soil-adapted forms adjacent to the wetland. A total of 59 genera were
found. Of these genera, only one Microspora may be considered as an indicator of
hydrology. The other genera were present because of their preference for soft or acid
conditions. Specimens analyzed were photographed.

AMPHIBIANS

Donnelly, 1997

The results from the preliminary survey indicate that amphibians can be sampled
using standard methods in isolated wetlands. Most of the amphibian species found in
counties of the SFWMD have a complex life cycle wherein eggs are deposited in water
(either attached to submerged vegetation, on the surface, or in mud nests), eggs hatch into
a larva, the larva undergoes metamorphosis, and enters the terrestrial ecosystem.
Exceptions to this include the direct developing forms (amphibians that deposit eggs in
terrestrial sites and hatch as miniature adults) and totally aquatic forms (sirens, dwarf
sirens, and amphibians). With the exception of two species of amphibians characterized by
direct development, all amphibian species encountered during this study would be
indicators of hydrologic change because of their dependence on water or very wet habitats
for successful reproduction. However, many scientists suggested that decline in
amphibian populations around the world are an indication of general environmental
degradation. A two-year study is proposed because amphibians are long-lived
ectothermic vertebrates that are strongly affected by climatic conditions. Proposed
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sampling of larvae and adults is by using standard methods on a monthly basis. Larvae
will be sampled with throw traps and standard D nets and/or with traps constructed from
large diameter sewer pipe (PVC). Adult sampling using visual encounter surveys along
transect lines established in each selected wetland would be employed. The sampling of
completely aquatic species (e.g., sirens or amphibians) cannot be accomplished with
visual encounter surveys therefore; baited funnel traps will be used.

BIRDS

Mahoney, 1997

Wading birds rely on a network of wetlands, both large and small, for breeding and
foraging. Wading birds use isolated wetlands because they support a diverse assemblage
of prey species that is uniquely different to those found in larger more permanent bodies of
water. They require fluctuating water levels to concentrate prey, they respond quickly to
fluctuations, and their distribution is a reflection of temporal and spatial variability in
hydrological regimes and breeding sites. Guilds of wading birds can be identified based
on usage of isolated wetlands (obligate or facultative) and prey size and hydroperiod
preferences.

A remote monitoring method was tested to determine the feasibility of the using of
a fixed camera to identify and census wading birds. The method appears to be a reliable
and relatively inexpensive means of monitoring the presence of wading birds.

BRYOPHYTES

Glime et al., 1997

Bryophyte responses to desiccation differ in several ways from those of vascular
plants. The response of vascular plants to drought is mainly through a change in the
species composition, a community response. Bryophytes, on the other hand, respond to
change in hydrology at both the individual and community level. Mosses lack many of the
strategies to escape desiccation that benefit vascular plants. They cannot make use of
deep roots (they have no roots) or increase the length of their subterranean component
(rhizoids). Desiccation tolerance depends on the physiological state of the moss, and this
varies with the season. The literature is of little value in determining the hydrologic
indicator value of any of the bryophytes collected in the SFWMD. Bryophytes occupy
areas on a microscale over several consecutive years or even decades. Thus, they are able
to integrate the effects of the environment, including the effects of an altered hydrologic
regime. Furthermore, the bryophyte species in the cypress dome areas are present year
round and bryophytes usually suffer little herbivory, making them ideal monitoring
organisms.

The most important taxa in the wetland habitats inspected are the Sphagnum species
and the taxa present in the "moss collars." The latter include Isopterygium tenerum,
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Syrrhopodon texanus, Leucobryum albidum, and Octoblepharum albidum. In addition,
Porella pinnata may be important in some sites because it is a typical high-water bryophyte
in some of the more northern cypress swamps in Florida. A study of the thallose liverworts
Riccia and Riccardia responses to flooding and drying would be valuable both
biologically and as assessment tools for monitoring hydrologic changes.

Recommended monitoring efforts are to determine the reinvasion of moss collar
species, determine the ratio of coverage of liverworts to mosses, conduct reciprocal
transplant studies, establish permanent quadrates for the four major taxa, compare
competitive abilities of the major taxa, document any morphological differences in leaves
and stems of Sphagnum species and determine their annual growth rate, examine the
flooding effects on the floodplain species, and map the distribution of the Campylopus.

FISH

Main et al., 1997

Fish communities provide a potential index to the effects of water drawdown on
the environmental health of isolated wetlands. Interpretations of wetland hydrology from
fish community data may best be done by evaluating the presence of species from
different functional groups. The functional fish groups defined in this report represent a
progression from species that inhabit temporary to seasonal (ephemeral) wetlands (Group
I and II), to semi-permanent wetlands (Group III). Species richness, relative abundance,
and the proportion of fish biomass that occur within these functional groups are
informative measures of wetland conditions and hydrological patterns. Therefore, it is
recommended that Breder traps (or similar traps) should be used in conjunction with dip
nets for collecting fish in Functional Groups I and II. For collecting larger fish in deep
wetland pools (Functional Group III), it is recommended to experiment with non-
destructive methods such as hoop nets (Fyke nets), throw traps (Wegener ring) and cast
nets. Because seasonal fluctuations in hydrology influence fish community structure, the
monitoring regime should incorporate a temporal sampling component to ensure changes
in fish community structure can be correlated to hydrological patterns. To accomplish this,
sampling should be conducted a minimum of three times per year in control areas and
possibly more in areas where premature drydown related to water use may occur. Fish
community structure should be assessed as follows:

1. Early in the wet season following heavy rainfall events

2. Mid-late wet season when fish have colonized available wet-
land habitats

3. Mid-late dry season when drawdown has concentrated fish in
pools or semi-permanent hydroperiod wetlands

This sampling regime should be continued for a minimum of two to three years
unless climatic conditions warrant additional sampling.
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MACROINVERTEBRATES

Stansly et al., 1997

The results of the macroinvertebrate study and the few studies that have examined
impacts of drawdown suggest that one beneficial avenue of future research would be the
analysis of voltinism (number of generations per year) among Chironomid species as well
as their ability to enter into cryptobiosis (ability to enter into an inactive or quiescent
state). Unfortunately, there are no studies that have examined voltinism among
chironomids in South Florida. As a result, suggestions of appropriate species as indicators
could not be made. However, this study suggests that those assemblages with higher
proportions of large chironomid predators (primarily Tanypodinae) are less impacted by
fluctuating water levels and that a fruitful index might be the ratio of predators
(Tanypodinae) to detritivores/herbivores (Orthocladinae + Chironominae). Another
possible avenue suggested by the results would be to focus on the anisopteran odonates, in
particular the Aeschnidae, as a long-lived group totally dependent on water for survival of
immature stages which are relatively easy to collect with a dip net and to identify to genus
with a hand lens. Nondestructive sampling techniques for non-chironomids
macroinvertebratres should include the use of Breder traps and dip nets. The sampling
should be conducted at each location for a period of approximately two hours. Since
Breder traps are generally biased against the Chironomidae, sampling for this group
included artificial substrate (constructed from 6 centimeter (cm) diameter bottle brushes
with the handle imbedded in a small cup containing concrete) and dip nets sampling the
bottom material, macrophyte stems and leaves and the surfaces of submerged logs and
stumps. It is recommended that sampling occur four times a year (once each season) and
results compared to sites of known hydrology.

VASCULAR PLANTS

Bridges, 1995

Plants species responses to hydrologic change is a very complex process. This is
important because there are pronounced differences in rainfall between the summer wet
and winter dry seasons, with high potential evapotranspiration throughout the year in
South and Central Florida. Given this wide natural fluctuation in hydrology in natural,
undrained wetlands, determining the effects of man-induced change can be extremely
difficult except in the most extreme cases. In the analysis of species change from year-to-
year or from season-to-season, the variation in the natural hydrologic regime must always
be considered as the most obvious potential cause. Natural variation or causes must be
considered when explaining changes in vegetation patterns by man-induced changes to
hydrology. A natural drought can produce similar responses in plant community
composition and structure for drained and undrained wetlands.
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Anderson, 1997

There is difficulty in identifying indicator species of ground water drawdowns for
the following reasons:

1. Plants may react similarly to man-made drawdowns as to
natural droughts

2. Some wetland plants are very tolerant of prolonged dry periods

3. Discomparate floristic composition among the regions a “uni-
versal” indicator species can not be used

However, indicator species might best be selected from short-lived (non-woody
nor rhizomatous) wetland plants that tend to diminish in numbers or moving further into
the wetland through seed dispersal. To more fully understand the floristic communities,
two additional surveys are recommended (April or early May and August or September).
These surveys are needed to properly access the total floristic composition because the
three completed (November, February-March and June) are spread far enough apart
temporally that fast growing species could have grown, bloomed, and senesced before the
next survey. To monitor plant population, it is recommended that quadrates be established
to conduct qualitative and quantitative measurements. A 1 meter-by-15 meter (m) plot
could be laid out monitored at the 5 m and 10 m intervals.

The recommendations provided in these reports are preliminary in scope and
additional studies to verify or modify these recommendations will be needed prior to the
development of reliable management policies.
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Appendix E
VALUED ECOSYSTEM COMPONENT (VEC) OF
THE CALOOSAHATCHEE RIVER/ESTUARY: A

PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF THE LITERATURE
RELATED TO THE BIOLOGICAL STUDIES

S.A. Bortone and R.K. Turpin
Florida Center for Environmental Studies

INTRODUCTION

The concept of the Valued Ecosystem Component (VEC) is considered essential to
the integrated management and monitoring of ecosystems. The VEC is an approach to aid
Okeechobee Systems Research Division’s goal to “Protect and Enhance Estuarine
Ecosystems”. The concept behind the VEC was developed by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA, 1987) as part of its National Estuarine
Program and subsequently adopted by the South Florida Water Management District
(SFWMD) to help attain its overall management goal for estuaries under its jurisdiction.
The premise behind a VEC approach is to manage an estuary for key species or groups of
species. Key species are those that comprise the ecological structure and define the
function of that predominate in estuarine communities. Similar to a biocenosis, these key
species provide food and/or habitat for a preponderance of the community and form an
important, if not critical, link for the entire estuarine associated assemblage of organisms.

The Caloosahatchee River/Estuary on Florida’s lower west coast has had a long
history of manipulation by human activity, much of this coming under the auspices of
flood control as part of a conduit from Lake Okeechobee. While this manipulation has not
necessarily been detrimental to the estuarine community, it certainly has had a profound
affect on the salinity regime of the entire lower west coast, including its nearshore
estuarine waters.

Maintaining the condition of the Caloosahatchee River/Estuary is a prime
objective of the SFWMD ecosystem management strategy. Importantly, to accomplish this
task, an overall measure of its condition must be in place. The VEC is clearly one way to
accomplish this task. However, prior to the implementation of any VEC, the key species
must be identified. Since each estuarine ecosystem is a unique mixture of organisms, it
stands to reason that the key, VEC species for a given area may be different for each
region. Additionally, any monitoring study can benefit significantly if it can make use of
the information available from previous studies. These data can help expand the scale
(both in terms of time and space) of the evaluation, and also give an essential perspective
of long-term trends that may be masked by short-term perturbations.
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Hence, our purpose here is to survey the literature to identify past studies that have
substantial information on the biological aspects of local estuarine species. Moreover, this
literature survey can help identify, through the expert vision of past researchers, those
species that are likely to serve as key species. Once this literature is identified and
annotated, it will be possible (with greater certainty) to identify the key species upon
which to base a VEC approach to estuarine ecosystem management. Once identified, an
assessment plan can be developed to fully define the limits and extent of these VEC
components.

The purpose of the study presented herein is to conduct a review of the readily
available literature on the biological studies that have been conducted in the
Caloosahatchee River/Estuary and its immediate surroundings. The objective of this
review is to identify organisms or groups of organisms that should be included as
members of the VEC.

The results of our efforts are present below. This study serves to identify the
literature and evaluate their contents. This will help guide the decision making process in
choosing the species or species groups for a VEC approach to ecosystem management in
the Caloosahatchee River/Estuary.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

With the cooperation and expert assistance of the library staff at Florida Gulf Coast
University (FGCU) we had access to the majority, but certainly not all, of the readily
available literature (both published and unpublished) related to biological assessment
studies conducted on the fauna and flora of the waters associated with or proximate to the
Caloosahatchee River/Estuary.

With the help of the FGCU library staff, we identified the literature that was
related to the topic of biological assessment in the area. Titles of each article were read for
an indication that information specific to our purpose was potentially included. Not all
articles concerning the environmental conditions of the Caloosahatchee area were useful
to us. For example, many articles were on the geological features of the area or, if
biological, were terrestrially oriented. This subset of articles was read, when available, for
specific details that would permit an evaluation of their contents and utility toward our
goal. Each article was read for information that would enable us to evaluate the extent,
groups, methods, and scale (both time and space) that was covered. This information, plus
identifying information, conclusions of the work, and a summary evaluating each article’s
usefulness are given herein.

RESULTS

On the following pages, please find annotations for literature that was examined as
part of this evaluation.
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Author: Bierman, V.J., Jr.

Date: 1993

Title: Performance Report for Caloosahatchee Estuary Salinity Monitoring

Citation: Report prepared for the SFWMD. SFWMD expert assistance contract deliver-
able. Limno-Tech, Inc. Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Purpose: To describe the salinity distributions in the Caloosahatchee Estuary in response
to different levels of freshwater inflow. The report includes a description of the water
quality model used in the study, a description of the spatial domain of the system divided
into 23 segments, and the specifications for the specific model inputs.

Geographic extent: Covers the Caloosahatchee River from S-79, downstream to the
River mouth at Mark-H where the salinity recorder is located.

Groups covered: No biological groups, but extensive salinity references.

Sampling method: N/A

Gear: N/A

Spatial scale: N/A

Temporal scale: N/A

Associated data: Salinity modeling data and metadata.

Conclusions: (taken from the summary) The Caloosahatchee River and Estuary connect
Lake Okeechobee to the Gulf of Mexico. Freshwater inflow releases from Lake
Okeechobee can have a significant impact on salinity in the Caloosahatchee Estuary.
Excessive freshwater discharges can reduce salinity levels, while zero discharges may
cause hypersaline conditions. Both oligosaline and hypersaline conditions can stress the
estuarine flora and fauna (Scarlatos, 1988).

The objective of this study is [was] to develop a water quality model to predict Caloosa-
hatchee Estuary salinity in response to a range of freshwater flow conditions. The water
quality model WASP4 was applied to the Caloosahatchee Estuary from Franklin Lock and
Dam to Pine Island Sound to meet this end. The model was calibrated to one year (1992)
of data from four continuous monitors located throughout the estuary. Model calibration
consisted of selection of appropriate tidal dispersion coefficients. The calibrated model
was capable of describing approximately 90 percent of the observed variability in
Caloosahatchee River salinity. The model is better suited to describe Caloosahatchee
River response to long-term average inflows than for short-term event flows.

Once calibrated, model projections were run to predict the spatial distribution of salinity to
a series of steady state freshwater flow releases ranging from 0 to 6,000 cfs. These projec-
tions indicate that for the low flow scenario, salinities over 32 ppt (parts per thousand) can
be observed throughout the entire study area. For the highest flow scenario, salinities are
predicted to be less than 2 ppt for all but the lowest 2 kilometers (km) of the estuary.
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Summary: This paper contains no biological information but does contain important
model information with regard to salinity. The paper was clearly one of the most influen-
tial in directing the tape grass research and serves as a foundation for future research,
especially with regard to choosing sample site locations.
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Author: Chamberlain, R.H and P.H. Doering

Date: no date

Title: Freshwater Inflow to the Caloosahatchee Estuary and the Resource-Based Method
for Evaluation

Citation: Draft, in-house report to the SFWMD.

Purpose: To provide an overview of the Caloosahatchee Estuary and River with regard to
a site description (i.e., the important physical and hydrologic features), the potential for
environmental problems associated with extremes in high and low freshwater inflows, and
a description of the SFWMD resource-based strategy for establishing a suitable salinity
range for a healthy ecosystem.

Geographic extent: Covers the Caloosahatchee River and Estuary.

Groups covered: Comments on the impact on tape grass are included along with mention
of the other grasses (i.e., Halodule), mangroves, oyster bars, and scallops. Indications in
the text indicate sampling has been conducted for bottom invertebrates, SAV, plankton
(including larval fish and algae), and water quality under various conditions of freshwater
inflow and salinity since 1986.

Sampling method: No specific sampling method is outlined or presented. Mention is
made of field sampling and laboratory experiments to determine the salinity tolerances of
tape grass.

Gear: N/A

Spatial scale: N/A

Temporal scale: N/A

Associated data: Map of the sampling sites, a chart of the flow categories, graph of the
discharge levels for the basin and total drainage (including averages for 1966-1994 and
specifically 1995) salinity profiles by month at locations along the estuary, hydraulic resi-
dent times, and a graph of the salinity tolerance zones for tape grass and oysters and sea-
grass in the estuary relative to location along the river.

Conclusions: (taken from the abstract) The Caloosahatchee is the major source of fresh-
water for the Caloosahatchee Estuary and southern Charlotte Harbor aquatic environment.
Development of an intricate system of canals within the watershed, in conjunction with
regulatory discharges from Lake Okeechobee, has resulted in a drastic alteration in fresh-
water inflow to this ecosystem. The resulting large fluctuations of salinity and water qual-
ity can adversely impact estuarine biota. This paper describes the following:

1. important physical and hydrologic features of the
Caloosahatchee Estuary and the potential environmental
problems associated with extremes of high and low freshwater
inflows
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2. the SFWMD resource-based strategy for establishing an opti-
mum distribution for freshwater inflows (quantity) in order to
provide a suitable salinity range (envelope) for a healthy eco-
system.

Summary: This paper is an excellent brief overview of the situation and status of the
ongoing SFWMD research efforts in the Caloosahatchee Estuary. While no data were sup-
plied in the document, several summary graphs are presented which give important rele-
vant information on the potential relationship between salinity, freshwater inflow, and tape
grass, oyster, and seagrasses. A good starting point. The main purpose here was an over-
view.
E-6



CWMP Appendices Appendix E
Author: Doering, P.H. and R.H. Chamberlain

Date: no date

Title: Water Quality in the Caloosahatchee Estuary, San Carlos Bay, and Pine Island
Sound, Florida

Citation: Report to the SFWMD.

Purpose: (from the paper) To summarize water quality conditions in the southern portion
of the Charlotte Harbor system, describing seasonal and spatial variation in water quality
and comparing water quality with other established standards that are more generically
applied. While this assessment does not set goals for water quality, it should provide a
context for evaluation of the system’s existing condition.

Geographic extent: Includes the southern portion of the Charlotte Harbor system, the
Caloosahatchee Estuary, San Carlos Bay, and Pine Island Sound (map included).

Groups covered: No organisms are covered in this report.

Sampling method: N/A

Gear: Van Dorn bottle

Spatial scale: depth of 0.5 meters (m)

Temporal scale: At slack high tide (i.e., high tide) monthly for all stations from 1985-
1989 and only stations 0, 2, 4, 8, 10, 11, 12, 16, and 17 from 1994-1995.

Associated data: Summary and metadata at 17 stations for salinity, dissolved inorganic
nutrients (NH4, NOX, NO2, PO4) and color. Additionally, total Kjeldahl nitrogen (TKN),
total phosphorous (TP), total suspended solids (TSS), turbidity, and chlorophyll a were
analyzed. At 0.5-m depth intervals at each station, temperature, dissolved oxygen, and
salinity were recorded.

Conclusions: (taken directly from the Abstract) Concentrations of nutrients and other
water quality parameters were sampled monthly at 17 stations in the Caloosahatchee Estu-
ary/Pine Island Sound region of the Charlotte Harbor system from November 1985 to May
1989. Several of these stations were revisited on a monthly basis from November 1994 to
December 1995. Compared to other Florida estuaries, median concentrations of Chloro-
phyll a and total suspended solids were relatively low, while median concentrations of dis-
solved oxygen, total nitrogen, and color were relatively high. Turbidity and the
concentration of total phosphorous were close to median values for other Florida estuaries.
Concentrations of most parameters were higher in the Caloosahatchee Estuary than in San
Carlos Bay or Pine Island Sound. Total suspended solids showed the opposite pattern,
being higher in the Sound and Bay than in the estuary. Although dissolved oxygen concen-
trations generally were high in the overall system, some values at or below 2 milligrams
per liter (mg/L) were observed at the head of the Caloosahatchee Estuary. These instances
of hypoxia occurred mainly between May and October.

Summary: This paper summarizes the sampling effort and results of water quality at 17
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stations in the Caloosahatchee Estuary area. No biological data were presented except for
chlorophyll a and perhaps DO. The data are relevant to future sample and study designs.
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Author: Drew, Richard D. and N. Scott Schomer

Date: 1984

Title: An Ecological Characterization of the Caloosahatchee River/Big Cypress Water-
shed

Citation: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service FWS/OBS-82/58.2. 225.

Purpose: This report is a review and synthesis of the available literature relating to the
region.

Geographic extent: Large area including: Caloosahatchee River Watershed, Estero Bay
Watershed, and Big Cypress Watershed.

Groups covered: (Chapters) Geology and physiology, climate, hydrology and water qual-
ity, watershed energetics, plant communities, fauna.

Sampling method: N/A

Gear: N/A

Spatial scale: N/A

Temporal scale: N/A

Associated data: N/A

Conclusions: (page 60- Tidal Caloosahatchee River) Channel depth and bottom configu-
ration descriptions; river dimensions, etc. Below the Highway 41 Bridge, the river bottom
north of the channel is a broad, shallow shelf.

(page 61) In a detailed study of salinity, DeGrove (1980) was unable to demonstrate a con-
vincing agreement between observed and calculated isohalines along the length of the
estuary from Fort Myers to Shell Point. Water masses frequently appear oriented in a
direction opposite to that predicted, suggesting that movement patterns are much more
complex than the model was able to depict.

(pages 62-64) Water quality parameters (DO, temperature, CBOD, chlorophyll a) are dis-
cussed. Five sources of water pollution are identified: flow from Franklin Lock, Orange
River, Fort Myers sewage treatment plants, Cape Coral subdivision and sewage treatment
plant, and Waterway Estates sewage treatment plant.

(page 123) ...the benthic community is either a marine grass-covered bottom or an open
bottom composed of varying mixtures of sand, mud, oyster shell, and bedrock. Benthic
community is influenced by salinity, bottom type, water depth, and currents… [They are]
in a state of flux.

(pages 124-127) Seagrasses thrive only in the least disturbed bays and estuaries. Rela-
tively high turbidity and color, and periodically reduced salinities may be natural factors
which limit the distribution of seagrasses. The effects of human activities on seagrasses
are also discussed. Seven species of rooted vascular plants and 46 algal taxa are referenced
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from Phillips and Springer (1960). In terms of total community metabolism, depth-spe-
cific measurements suggest that the benthic macroflora and microflora may account for as
much as 65 to 85 percent of the metabolism in shallow waters such as Estero Bay. Nutrient
loading, salinity, turnover time, sediment composition and chemistry, depth, and bottom
topography are listed as possible influences (singly or in combinations) that may affect
benthic community composition.

(page 146) The two major studies on invertebrates for the Caloosahatchee River estuary
are: Gunter and Hall (1965) and Applied Biology (1976). Gunter and Hall could not dif-
ferentiate between the benthic and planktonic components of the samples because trawls
were used.

(page 148) BENTHOS: Variation within the estuarine and marine benthic invertebrate
community is primarily controlled by substrate (grain size and composition) and salinity.
Other major factors that influence community composition are water temperature, plant
cover, disruptions,… predator-prey interactions, and food availability. Physical activities
of the organisms (“bioturbation”) also have effects and are affected by DO.

(page 149) Substrate differences that most clearly delineate benthic communities from one
another are the hard and soft bottoms, and the intertidal and submerged bottoms. A change
occurs in species composition and abundance from the vast middle-ground area between
San Carlos Bay and Franklin Locks where salinity fluctuates greatly (no reference).

INTERTIDAL COMMUNITIES: The four major types of intertidal communities in the
region are: prop-root associates of red mangroves; oyster reef; intertidal mud flats; and
seawall communities. The temporal and spatial variation in species composition among
communities are largely dependent on salinity, DO, substrate, flow and tides.

(page 151) SUBMERGED BOTTOMS: Decapod crustaceans comprise one of the most
important groups of invertebrates that characterize the estuarine floor’’ (species are listed
also). The pink shrimp and stone crab, because of commercial value and role in benthic
ecosystem, are discussed in length.

(page 160) FISHES: Brief summaries of 11 families occurring in freshwater are given
(pages 163-6). Factors affecting the composition of the freshwater fish community in
Southwest Florida are fluctuating water levels, predation, geographic location and habitat
alteration.

(page 168) ESTUARINE FISHES: Marine and estuarine fishes of Southwest Florida have
been grouped into four community types based on salinity, detritus and substrate. (Odum
et al, 1982). These are black mangrove basin forest, riverine fringing community, estua-
rine bay fringing community, and oceanic bay fringing community. Descriptions of these
communities follows (pages 169-175) and includes species occurrences and ecological
parameters.

Summary: This is an excellent and fairly recent (1984) summary of information.
Although not a scientific study, this publication is one of the most thorough reviews of the
region.
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Author: Estevez, E.D.

Date: 1981, revised 1984

Title: Pine Island Sound and Matlacha Pass

Citation: In: A Review of Scientific Information: Charlotte Harbor Estuarine Ecosystem
Complex. Report to the Florida Regional Planning Council. Volume II, Chapter. VI. pp.
PM-1 to 95.

Purpose: This two volume report is a review of the published and unpublished scientific
literature on the Charlotte Harbor estuarine ecosystem complex. The specific purpose is
to:

1. Compile information on these areas as a ready reference for
local, regional, and state governments

2. Develop the first composite descriptions of the Peace River, and
the Charlotte Harbor complex of estuaries

3. Identify information needs useful in resource management and
provide recommendations for future study

Geographic extent: The entire project covers the Charlotte Harbor estuarine complex
which includes Gasparilla Sound, Peace River, Charlotte Harbor, Pine Island Sound and
Matlacha Pass, and San Carlos Bay. The Pine Island Sound and Matlacha Pass are of more
immediate interest to this examination.

Groups covered: Biologically there are descriptions of the terrestrial flora of the local
drainage system. Also included are descriptions for the marine vegetation of the waters.
Faunal descriptions include information on benthos. A rather extensive list of biblio-
graphic references indicates that most surveys provide only checklists for the various
groups present. It appears that mollusks have been the most studied of any group in this
area owing to both their recreational and commercial value. Brief mention is made to ref-
erences dealing with fishes, turtles and terrestrial vertebrates. A model for the entire eco-
system of the Matlacha Pass is duplicated from a previous study (EcoImpact, 1973).

Sampling method: Not applicable as this paper is a summary of existing literature.

Gear: N/A

Spatial scale: N/A

Temporal scale: N/A

Associated Data: N/A

Conclusions: N/A

Summary: N/A
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Author: Estevez, E.D.

Date: 1981, revised 1984

Title: San Carlos and Estero Bays

Citation: In: A Review of Scientific Information: Charlotte Harbor Estuarine Ecosystem
Complex. Report to the Florida Regional Planning Council. Volume II, Chapter VII. pp.
S-1 to 149.

Purpose: This two volume report is a review of the published and unpublished scientific
literature on the Charlotte Harbor estuarine ecosystem complex. The specific purpose is
to:

1. compile information on these areas as a ready reference for
local, regional, and state governments

2. develop the first composite descriptions of the Peace River and
the Charlotte Harbor complex of estuaries

3. identify information needs useful in resource management and
provide recommendations for future study

Geographic extent: The entire project covers the Charlotte Harbor estuarine complex
which includes Gasparilla Sound, Peace River, Charlotte Harbor, Pine Island Sound and
Matlacha Pass, and San Carlos Bay. The area of San Carlos Bay and Estero Bay are the
focus of the reports below.

Groups covered: Terrestrial flora references and descriptions are presented. Water col-
umn productivity is summarized. A detailed summary of the benthos is offered with
descriptions of the sample locations as well as a species list and some estimates of species
or higher taxa abundance. Fish references include summary information from Gunter and
Hall (1965). An ecosystem model produced for the regional planning council is presented.

Sampling method: Not applicable as this paper is a summary of existing literature.

Gear: N/A

Spatial scale: N/A

Temporal scale: N/A

Associated Data: N/A

Conclusions: N/A

Summary: N/A
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Author: Estevez, E.A.

Date: 1986

Title: Infaunal Macroinvertebrates of the Charlotte Harbor Estuarine System and Sur-
rounding Inshore Waters, Florida

Citation: U.S. Geological Survey, Water Resources Investigations Report 85-4260. Talla-
hassee, Florida.

Purpose: To describe existing conditions and evaluate the impact of future development
on the estuary. Focus was on the relationship between hydrodynamics and water quality,
and more specifically, on the macroinvertebrate fauna and the soft bottom environments
of the Charlotte Harbor region. Details the sampling methods of a survey conducted in
1980. It provides a list of the infaunal macroinvertebrates from soft bottom habitats; assess
the suitability of the sampling methods; and identifies the spatial and seasonal trends or
patterns in the benthic communities and relates them to environmental conditions. The
survey was limited to unvegetated, soft-bottom habitat.

Geographic extent: Survey included the Charlotte Harbor area from the Peace and
Myaka rivers, the Harbor, Pine Island Sound, Matlacha Pass, Sanibel, San Carlos Bay,
Estero Island, and the major passes to the gulf.

Groups covered: A total of 546 species including 15 phyla. Annelids were most specious
(197 species), followed by mollusks (156 species), arthropods (133 crustacea and five
insects). Ninety percent of the species were from these three phyla. The complete faunal
list is given.

Sampling method: N/A

Gear: Intertidal samples were collected with a 7.62-centimeter (cm) diameter core to a
depth of 15 cm. Cores were closed at the top with a 0.5-millimeter (mm) mesh screen.
Five samples were taken at each site (total sample area was 0.114 m2). Subtidal samples
were taken with petite Ponar grab sampler (0.022-m2 area). Five grabs were separately
washed through 0.5-mm mesh screen. Total sample area was 0.112 m2.

Spatial scale: A total of 25 stations were sampled (11 intertidal, 14 subtidal). Depth range
was 0.3 to 0.8 m for intertidal samples and 1.7 to 4 m for subtidal sites. Sites were in riv-
ers (3, Myaka; 2, Peace); sounds (10), channel entrances (6); and just into the gulf (2).

Temporal scale: Stations were sampled twice a year for one year. Subtidal stations were
sampled on 15 May 1980 and 16 September 1980. Intertidal stations were sampled on 16
June 1980 and 16 September 1980.

Associated data: Sediment samples were taken (2-5 cm diameter plugs to 10 cm) and
analyzed for characteristics (grain size; silt:clay fraction, organic content). Other vari-
ables: temperature, depth, conductivity, DO at surface and bottom.

Conclusions: (quoted directly from the paper) The first major objective of this investiga-
tion was to survey macroinvertebrate infauna of the dominant bottom environment of the
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study area, namely the unvegetated sandy benthos.

Collections during May through September 1980, a water year in which spring was wetter
and summer was drier than normal, produced 546 species of marine and estuarine inverte-
brates in 15 phyla. This list is larger than previously available for all benthic environments
in the area but probably understates maximum diversity since no samples were taken in
winter or from either the Caloosahatchee River or Estero Bay.

The second objective was to assess sampling methods and locations. Because of Ponar
grab spillage, manual coring was preferred over grabs, even in subtidal areas. Total sample

area of 0.10 to 0.20 m2 is probably adequate for most parts of the estuarine system. The
deep transitional areas from Cape Haze to Punta Gorda, where anoxic conditions may be
caused by stratification, will need larger sampling areas as well as many adjacent areas
during summers of wetter years.

Intertidal sampling could be reduced and subtidal sampling increased, especially in the
middle harbor area. Once hydrologic interactions between Pine Island Sound, Matlacha
Pass, and San Carlos Bay are better known, additional stations would help document
dynamics of their diverse infaunal communities. Having data on a station offshore Sanibel
and Estero Islands would allow evaluation of shelf-estuary interactions.

The third objective was to identify patterns or trends in communities. Subtidal areas had
more species than intertidal areas and changed more over summer, from higher to lower
species numbers. Density ranged greatly. Subtidal densities decreased during summer,
especially in upper harbor areas. Density in middle to lower harbor areas increased during
the same period.

Sediment characteristics were more similar across the study area than hydrographic fea-
tures. Trends in diversity and density corresponded to salinity and dissolved oxygen gradi-
ents and could be interpreted from both the observed and probable range and persistence
of these gradients.

Most species were uncommon and numerically rare. Replacement of rare species was high
between collections. Common species were often dominant. Combinations of these spe-
cies occurred in areas of the estuarine system but in varying ratios. The roles of these spe-
cies alone and in characteristic assemblages deserves attention. Overall, communities of
the system are combinations of a broadly dispersed fauna rather than separate or coherent
groups. Species number and density trended across the study area both latitudinally and
longitudinally.

Similarity analysis revealed geographic clustering of mollusks and broadly dispersed
assemblages of polychaetes and crustaceans. Mollusk groupings did not correspond to
tidal position and both mollusk and crustacean similarity patterns distinguished Pine
Island Sound from Matlacha Pass. Monitoring of harbor-wide subtidal areas would be fea-
sible using only mollusks, whereas site specific analyses of polychaete or crustacean com-
munity structure would be helpful in assessing particular impacts of known origin.
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Unvegetated sandy bottoms are the most common benthic environment of the Charlotte
Harbor estuarine system and adjacent inshore waters and are populated by a rich macroin-
vertebrate infauna. Sediments of the area are structurally intact and relatively intact and
relatively free of contaminants, except near residential canals and marinas so patterns of
benthic diversity or density can be related to natural events with greater certainty than in
less pristine estuaries.

New infaunal studies in the area should turn to the trophic role of key species (Word,
1980); the role of infauna in controlling events within overlying waters (Cloern, 1982);
and the nature of infauna communities in natural areas (oyster reefs and seagrass beds)
and areas affected by man (residential canals, navigation channels, and petroleum-contam-
inated sediments).

Summary: This is an extremely valuable reference. It provides data that are comprehen-
sive spatially, although lacking somewhat in temporal considerations. It combines quanti-
tative sampling of benthic infauna with a fair level of intensity of other environmental
variables. Most importantly, it offers insight into the appropriate methods for sampling
(both in actual protocol and general sampling design). The analysis gives some overall
level of expectation of results on a broader or more comprehensive sampling effort. The
suggestions offered by this paper should be carefully considered when designing any mon-
itoring or assessment study in the general area.
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Author: Fraser, T.

Date: 1981

Title: Variation in Freshwater Inflow and Changes in a Subtropical Estuarine Fish Com-
munity

Citation: In: Cross, R.D. and Williams, D.L. (eds.). Proceedings of the National Sympo-
sium on Freshwater Inflow to Estuaries, V.2, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, FWS OBS-
8V04. pp. 296-320.

Purpose: This study addresses:

1. The relationship of fish abundance in Charlotte Harbor to
freshwater inflow from the Peace River

2. Temporal variation in fish abundance

3. The relationship of fish abundance to other factors such as tem-
perature

4. Long-term patterns in river flow and tidal flushing
Geographic extent: The study focuses on Charlotte Harbor but the interpretation of
results are given on a broader scale to include the Apalachicola River estuary as well as to
the even broader area between Tampa Bay and Estero Bay.

Groups covered: Fishes (including both Chondrichthys - sharks, skates and rays; and
Osteichthys - bony fishes) are the subjects of this paper. Invertebrates were collected as
part of the sampling method but the report comments only on the fishes captured.

Sampling method:

Gear: Eight two-minute repetitive 16-foot otter trawling was the main sampling device.
The mesh on the net was 5/8-inch mesh in the lead panels and the bag to the trawl was
3/16 Ace mesh. Towing speed was at 1,100 rpm behind a 7.3-m long boat.

Spatial scale: Depths trawled were from 3.5-4.5 m at one location (26° 56.63’N;

82° 03.60’W).

Temporal scale: Nearly monthly sampling was conducted at night after twilight from
1975 to 1979.

Associated data: Fish abundance, catch rates as a total and by species, was the main
reported and analyzed dependent variable. Water column was sampled at 0.5 m depth
intervals at each station for temperature, salinity, DO, pH, and redox potential. River flow
was reported from the Peace River and tides were used in the analysis.

Conclusions: (from the abstract and the conclusion sections) Trawl-susceptible fishes
were sampled for five years in Charlotte Harbor, Florida. During this period, freshwater
inflow recorded on the Peace River has varied from the second lowest to near the mean
flow for the past 49 years. The 12 most abundant of 43 fish taxa captured, comprising
about 98 percent of the total catch, were used in a detailed analysis with flow. Average
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seasonal abundance appeared to be inversely related to flow in the wet season and directly
related to flow in the dry season. Strong correlations exist for flow in June and the average
abundance for June through September, and also for December-January flows and the
average abundance for December through May. Apparent cycles of flow with an average
period of six years in each season. The wet season of 1977 may represent a minimum
point in the wet season cycles. A predicted astronomic tidal effect with a period of 8.86
years reached a minimum in 1977. Relative abundance during the wet season of 1977 was
higher than all other wet seasons and may have influenced abundances in the dry season of
1977-78.

Conclusions and recommendations for Upper Charlotte Harbor:

1. Yearly variation in river flow, particularly during the beginning
of the wet season and near the end of declining temperature in
the dry season, was correlated with fish abundance.

2. Extremely dry, wet seasons are accompanied by obvious
increases in the abundance of very common fish species as well
as the appearance of species not abundant during wetter sea-
sons.

3. Changes in fish abundance during extremely dry, wet seasons
may influence abundance in the following dry season.

4. Extremely cold temperatures can temporarily influence fish
abundance and presence of taxa for short periods.

5. Long-term periodicity in river flow may average about six years
for both wet and dry seasons. The amplitude in flows may be
quite variable.

6. Coincidence of other regular long-term cycles such as tidal
flushing may enhance environmental changes produced by fluc-
tuating river flow.

7. It seems reasonable to expect some supra-annual oscillation in
fish abundance related to changes in flow. The limits of varia-
tion are not clear, for the data only approach the known low-
flow spectrum but are not even close to the known high-flow
spectrum.

Conclusions: As presented in the publication as conclusions and recommendations for
both Charlotte Harbor and Aplachacola.

1. At least some of the more common taxa in both estuaries show
abundance patterns that are dissimilar in time. These
differences could be an expression of the variation in the
physical characteristics of the estuaries without implying
significant genetic populational differences. Although,
depending on life history patterns, this maybe one indication of
major estuaries having distinct subpopulations such as
described by Weinstein and Yerger (1976) for spotted seatrout.
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2. Long-term periodicity in the flow of the Apalachacola River
and the Peace River, while approximately similar in duration,
may be the result of regional (local) climatic effects. Thus, it
may be important to view general estuarine changes in periods
much longer than the annual cycle to identify natural population
oscillations from those resulting from man-made changes in
flow.

Many of the observations for Charlotte Harbor, particularly in terms of the fish fauna, sea-
sonal patterns of flow, long-term cycles may have analogues from about Estero Bay to
Tampa Bay because of similar climatic and tidal conditions.

Summary: This paper gives an indication of the value of using fishes as a way of assess-
ing the overall impacts of larger scale effects of freshwater inflow on a system. No refer-
ence site was established to permit a meaningful comparison, however. Data are given in
sufficient detail on methods to allow one to conduct a study that could be directly com-
pared with this study. Only one station was occupied but the major independent variables
were measured during the sampling effort.
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Author: Fraser, Thomas H.

Date: 1997

Title: Abundance, Seasonality, Community Indices, Trends, and Relationships with Phys-
icochemical Factors of Trawled Fish in Upper Charlotte Harbor

Citation: Bulletin of Marine Science 60(3): 739-763.

Purpose: To determine relationships between freshwater inflow and (trawl-susceptible)
fishes.

Geographic extent: Upper Charlotte Harbor Estuary

Groups covered: Fishes

Sampling method: Reciprocal tows were made using the four cardinal compass points,
each tow timed for two minutes.

Gear: 4.9-m otter trawl and 1.58-cm mesh with 0.47-cm mesh liner in the cod end.

Spatial scale: 1.3 km2 area in upper Charlotte Harbor near Charlotte Harbor Marker #1.

Temporal scale: Fish samples taken once per month during the first hour after twilight,
from June 1975 through May 1988.

Associated data: Salinity, temperature, rainfall data, dissolved oxygen, color, and turbid-
ity.

Conclusions: Monthly comparisons of fish populations were not very similar.

Anchoa mitchilli and Cynoscion arenarius were more abundant overall and during the wet
season; Symphurus plagiusa, Eucinostomus gula, Orthopristis chrysoptera, and Eucinos-
tomus argenteus were more abundant in the dry season. Long-term decrease in river dis-
charge was considered an underlying cause for the abundance declines for A. mitchilli and
C. arenarius. Longer periods of higher salinity and milder winters were considered rea-
sons for the abundance increases for the less dominant, more subtropical species. Relative
abundance of fishes was highest at dissolved oxygen levels of 2 – 4 mg/L. In the wet sea-
son, declining number of species generally coincided with declining salinities. The aver-
age number of fishes increased with decreasing salinities. Although relative total
abundance increased with higher temperatures, separation of pure temperature response
from salinity effects cannot clearly be shown. A Principal Components Analysis (PCA)
yielded four factors which were further analyzed. Factor 1 (accounted for 34.7 percent of
environmental variation) consisted of freshwater flow, water color, stratification, and
salinity. Two groupings of fishes are identified and broadly fit a wet or dry season mode
based on freshwater inflow, however, a majority of these groupings are based on juveniles
and young-of-the-year specimens. Significantly lower freshwater inflow (higher salinity)
over the long-term will lead to a more diverse less-dominant community different from
that found in the upper harbor during typical wet seasons. The two most abundant species,
A. mitchelli and C. arenarius were negatively affected by drier conditions.
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Summary: All individual fishes in each tow were identified and counted; up to 100 indi-
viduals per species were measured for standard length. Eight measures of community
aspects were also determined: total number of species, total number of individuals, stan-
dardized number of species, two species richness indices, two heterogeneity indices, and
one equitability index. The PCA was used to extract composite variables or factors, how-
ever, freshwater flow was considered to be the ultimate factor of interest because it affects
many important variables (e.g., salinity and dissolved oxygen).

Although the sampling area was in the northern portion of Charlotte Harbor, this project
was a long-term fish community study that tried to determine linkage(s) with environmen-
tal conditions (especially freshwater flow). One possible weakness exists however; only
one sample location was used.
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Author: Gunter, G. and G. E. Hall

Date: 1965

Title: A Biological Investigation of the Caloosahatchee Estuary of Florida

Citation: Gulf Research Reports 21:1-71 (Also published as Biological Investigations of
Caloosahatchee Estuary in Connection with Lake Okeechobee Discharges through
Caloosahatchee River. A report to the District Engineer, Jacksonville District, USACE,
May 1962).

Purpose: Review the history of the Caloosahatchee River and analyze the problems con-
cerned with discharges into the estuary; present biological data from investigations of the
estuary made at different times during the years 1957 to 1960, inclusive; determine the
biological effects of operation of Moore Haven and Ortona locks, and the planned lock
and dam at Olga with reference to important indicator species within the lower river and
estuary.

Geographic extent: Caloosahatchee Estuary south of Beautiful Island and San Carlos
Bay.

Groups covered: Fishes, benthic invertebrates, and aquatic vegetation

Sampling method:

Gear: 20-foot otter trawl with ½-inch bag mesh; 50-foot ¼-inch mesh beach seine (mid-
dle 25 feet of net backed with bobinet material); occasional supplemental seine drags
taken with a 20-foot, ¼-inch mesh minnow seine.

Spatial scale: Trawl sample stations: eight within estuary, eight outside estuary; seine
sample stations: eight within estuary, eight outside estuary.

Temporal scale: All stations sampled once every four months, from May 1957 through
June 1960.

Associated data: Salinity (top and bottom), temperature, and freshwater discharge rates
also recorded.

Conclusions: Fishes: marine species dominate, largest catches occurred in the estuary;
higher quantities of fishes taken at the lowest salinities, mostly juveniles. Benthic inverte-
brates: Much higher numbers of species were taken from the higher-salinity waters of San
Carlos Bay.

Summary: This study, although 30 years old, is spatially and temporally thorough. Trawl
catches easily quantifiable (not true for seine collections).
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Author: Morrison, D.

Date: 1989.

Title: Ecological Assessment of the Cape Coral (Florida) Residential Waterway System

Citation: Environmental Resources Division, Engineering Department, City of Cape
Coral, P.O. Box 150027, Cape Coral, FL 33915.

Purpose: This report presents the findings and estuarine waterways in Cape Coral south
of Pine Island Road. This study was designed to compliment and supplement SWFRPC
(1984). It focuses on the environmental quality of the estuarine system, which is more
developed and likely more impacted than the freshwater system; freshwater aquatic plant
(macrophyte) ecology and management; and, the environmental impacts of bulkhead (sea-
wall) constructions.

The information contained in this report, coupled with that in SWFRPC (1984), will serve
as the basis for developing and implementing an aquatic resources management plan,
which is required by the city’s Comprehensive Plan. These findings will also serve as a
baseline data to assess future environmental quality and to assess the effectiveness of any
implemented management actions. This information may also assist in understanding and
managing similar systems in Florida and elsewhere.

Geographic extent: Includes the entire Cape Coral waterway system south of Pine Island
Road.

Groups covered: Freshwater macrophyte distribution and abundance was monitored
along with a detailed study on the ecology of Chara globularis. Benthic invertebrates
were sampled in the estuary for soft-bottom epifauna and infauna.

Sampling method: Sampling was conducted simultaneous with the water quality sam-
pling effort. Overall sampling was conducted from 1986 to 1988. Specific groups below
had more restricted sampling duration.

Freshwater macrophytes – Measures included estimates of abundance but no data were
reported.

Gear: No sampling gear was indicated.

Spatial scale: Sampling was conducted at the 38 water quality stations.

Temporal scale: Monthly; 1 year for an intensive study, three years for a general study.

Chara – measures included photosynthesis, abundance, and reproductive condition.

Gear: Collected with SCUBA.

Spatial scale: Presumably taken with macrophytes. Twelve quadrates of 0.25 m2 were
sampled at each period.

Temporal scale: Presumably taken with macrophytes. Focus was in February, May,
August, and November 1987.
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Benthic invertebrates – No detail of the results were reported.

Gear: Ponar grab (0.025 m2)

Spatial scale: Three locations in the estuary with 20 replicates at each station.

Temporal scale: No indication of how frequently.

Associated data: Water quality parameters included: temperature (S, M, B), salinity (S,
M, B), conductivity (S, M, B), dissolved oxygen (S, M, B), turbidity (S, B), pH (M),
ammonia (M), nitrate/nitrite (M), total Kjeldahl nitrogen (M), total phosphorus (M),
orthophosphate (M), Chlorophyll total and a (M), and bacteria (S) at each of 38 locations
in the study area, monthly. Sediment metal concentrations were sampled in 1988 at 12
selected stations. Analytes included: aluminum, arsenic, cadmium, chromium, copper,
mercury, lead, tin, and zinc. Plankton productivity was measured in situ at two freshwater
and three estuarine stations.

Conclusions: Two main habitat types occurred in the freshwater system:

1. High submerged macrophyte abundance

2. Low macrophyte abundance

Most canals were the former habitat. Water quality was generally good. Anthropogenic
nutrients have appeared to enrich some areas and macrophytes have increased. The estua-
rine areas are more stressed. Flushing is poor. Benthic invertebrates and plants are more
abundant in the natural system than in the estuarine canals. Poor light penetration may be
a problem. The canals lack suitable habitat for animals. A comprehensive aquatic plant
management plan should be developed. Bulkhead construction has a negative impact on
benthic vegetation and benthic fish habitat. Wading birds are also negatively impacted by
their construction.

Summary: A good study that covered many specific sites in a limited area. Data were col-
lected and reported in detail. Time scale was limited to one year (1988). Conclusions and
recommendations were reasonable but predictable based on a cursory inspection of the
area. Interesting use of plant photosynthesis as a way of evaluating the condition of the
vegetation but the specific objective for these measures were not explained.
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Author: Phillips, R. C. and V. G. Springer

Date: 1960

Title: A Report on the Hydrography, Marine Plants, and Fishes of the Caloosahatchee
River Area, Lee County, Florida

Citation: Florida State Board of Conservation. Special Scientific Report No. 5.

Purpose: Two groups were covered by this publication: Plants - to observe the immediate
effects of fresh water on marine plants; Fishes - not stated, but assumed to be similar to
purpose stated in plants section.

Geographic extent: Plants - Caloosahatchee River/Estuary south of the Edison Bridge,
Matlacha Pass, San Carlos Bay, and Estero Bay. Fishes - Caloosahatchee River/Estuary,
San Carlos Bay, and Estero Bay.

Groups covered: Plants and fishes.

Sampling method: Plants - box plant collecting dredge; Fishes - trynet.

Gear: Plants - box plant collecting dredge; Fishes - presumably only with a trynet.

Spatial scale: Plants - Caloosahatchee River south of the Edison Bridge, Matlacha Pass,
San Carlos Bay, and Estero Bay. Fishes - Caloosahatchee River/Estuary, San Carlos Bay,
and Estero Bay.

Temporal scale: Plants - 26-27 May 1958 and 12 Feb 1959; Fishes - two short periods,
one each in 1958 and 1959.

Associated data: Temperature, salinity, and turbidity (Secchi depth).

Conclusions: Plants - 2 sampling efforts – 2,580 cfs of water was released during the ini-
tial sampling; no water was released for five months prior to the second sampling. Phillips
concluded that algal species, especially small attached forms, were able to invade the
Caloosahatchee River as the water release was suspended. Fresh water release did not
seem to significantly affect growth of seagrasses…I cannot state that fresh water releases,
at least in the amounts of 2,580 cfs or less, do any significant damage to plants in the
Caloosahatchee River area.

Fishes - (from the article) In general, it can be stated that the fish fauna of the river was
poor in numbers and species on both sampling occasions, and it was far exceeded by the
fish fauna of the nearby higher saline waters.

Summary: This article is a combination of two separate studies, one on plants and one on
fishes.

Plants - Samples were collected from twelve locations (listed above), giving a fairly thor-
ough coverage of the area. Very little description of methods, therefore, it was neither
reproducible nor quantifiable, except as categorically quantified (abundant, common, …)
in the article. A total of 45 algal taxa and six species of aquatic flowering plants were
found. The results give only an indication of which plants were present forty years ago.
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Fishes - Nine locations within the lower Caloosahatchee River and one location just south
of Punta Rassa were sampled. No description of methods. Fishes were identified to spe-
cies, counted and measured. These data are only useful in terms of species presence.
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Author: Morrison, D., C. Marx, P. Light, P. Renault, and J. Malsi

Date: 1989

Title: Impact of Freshwater Discharge from Cape Coral Waterways into Matlacha Pass
Aquatic Preserve

Citation: DER Contract No. CM-230 Final Report.

Purpose: Water quality monitoring, investigating cattail invasion of the mangrove ecosys-
tem, and vegetational and fisheries surveys of seagrass beds.

Geographic extent: Matlacha Pass, Pine Island Sound, and one site (MS-GK) at the inter-
section of Matlacha Pass, Caloosahatchee River, and San Carlos Bay.

Groups covered: Benthic vegetation (seagrass/seaweed) and fishes.

Sampling method: Benthic vegetation - Population and community structure data were

collected at each site using 0.25 m2 quadrats located randomly within the grass bed. Each

quadrat was divided into four 0.0625 m2 sections and one of these was randomly selected
for sampling. For Thalassia, all shoots and blades were counted, and the lengths of 6-10
blades were recorded.

Fisheries surveys - Juvenile fish abundance in the seagrass study beds were assessed by
seining. [Site MS-GK was] sampled from March 1989 to November 1989 [with a] beach
seine with a mesh size of 0.25 inches… to capture juveniles as small as 10 mm. Before
seining, the grass bed was visually surveyed by snorkeling to determine its outer margins.
Two people standing 8 m apart pulled the seine a marked distance of 20 or 25 m; thus,

each seine covered an area of either 160 or 200 m2. Six to eight replicate tows were per-
formed at each site, with each tow covering a different undisturbed area. Sampling was
conducted within two hours of high tide. Fish captured were identified, enumerated, and
measured on site.

Gear: Fish surveys - beach seine with a mesh size of 0.25 in.

Spatial scale: See Geographic extent. Benthic vegetation - 0.0625 m2, fish surveys - 160

or 200 m2.

Temporal scale: Benthic vegetation: December 1988, March, June, and September-Octo-
ber 1989. Fishes: bimonthly, March-November 1989.

Associated data: Water quality: temperature, salinity, conductivity, DO, turbidity, pH,
ammonia, nitrate/nitrite, total Kjeldahl nitrogen, total phosphorus, orthophosphate, Chlo-
rophyll ( total, a ), bacteria.

Conclusions: Benthic vegetation - Salinity is an important factor affecting seagrass and
seaweed distribution, abundance, and seasonality in Matlacha Pass. It is difficult to assess
the effect of freshwater or low salinity on seagrass and seaweed distribution and abun-
dance because there are insufficient data previous to this study.
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Fisheries - We could not conclusively determine if reduced salinity had a negative impact
on fish abundance in nearshore seagrass beds. Many factors, in addition to salinity, can
influence the abundance of juvenile fish in seagrass beds.

Summary: The conclusions noted above give an adequate summary of the article. The
purpose of the work was to assess the effects of freshwater “leakage” into the Aquatic Pre-
serve, but the lack of previous data limited the study to a description of “baseline” data in
1988-89. Only site MS-GK falls within the area of concern for the VEC study.
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Author: Taylor, John L.

Date: 1974

Title: The Charlotte Harbor Estuarine System

Citation: Florida Scientist 37(4): 205-216.

Purpose: Description of estuarine system.

Geographic extent: Charlotte Harbor, Gasparilla Sound, Peace, Myakka and Caloosa-
hatchee rivers, Pine Island Sound, San Carlos Bay.

Groups covered: Geology and Sediments, tide and currents, climate, tributaries, physical
and chemical parameters, emergent vegetation, submerged vegetation, plankton, inverte-
brates and invertebrate fisheries, fishes and sport and commercial fisheries, amphibians,
reptiles, birds, and mammals.

Sampling method: N/A

Gear: N/A

Spatial scale: N/A

Temporal scale: N/A

Associated data: Summary of water chemistry parameters.

Conclusions: None made.

Summary: This is a good summary of the various groups covered for the entire estuarine
system. The information is greatly summarized. For the Caloosahatchee system, the article
relies heavily upon the previous works by Gunter and Hall (1965) and Phillips and
Springer (1960).
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Appendix F
ANALYSIS OF WATER AND NUTRIENT BUDGETS

FOR THE CALOOSAHATCHEE BASIN
VERIFICATION OF SUBBASIN BOUNDARIES

E.G. Flaig, P. Srivastava, and J.C. Capece
South Florida Water Management District

Department of Agricultural and Biological Engineering University of
Florida

SUMMARY

Subbasin boundaries were developed based on previous basin studies and
evaluation of the drainage network for the basin. A drainage network was developed for
the Caloosahatchee Estuary Basin that located the flow paths for runoff. The drainage
network was used to determine subbasin boundaries. These boundaries were compared to
those delineated in the previous studies. The boundaries were verified using aerial
photography, discussions with field engineers and, where possible, field visits. The
revised boundaries are very similar to the previous ones. Small changes occur where
recent urban and agricultural development have modified the drainage patterns. The
uncertainty in the subbasin boundary coverage ranges from approximately 10 feet for
boundaries near roads and other major structures to 500 feet in areas of diffuse sheetflow.

INTRODUCTION

One goal of the Caloosahatchee Water Management Plan (CWMP) is to develop a
water resources management plan for the Caloosahatchee Basin. The management plan
will address water supply requirements and the volume and timing of runoff. A critical
issue will be the effect of alternative land and water management practices on water use
and runoff. The impact of alternative management practices can be evaluated for the
entire basin. However, the land use and water use characteristics of the basin are spatially
heterogeneous and various alternatives will have different effects depending on location
within the basin. These differences are due to differences in soils, drainage, and
landscape. As such, it is necessary to evaluate water use and runoff for several tributaries
of the Caloosahatchee River and Estuary. The basin can be divided into subbasins for
evaluation of land management practices and monitoring discharge.

In this report, the current subbasin boundaries were reviewed and modified, as
necessary, based on review of the hydrography and discussions with District staff. This
report includes a modified subbasin boundary coverage, a description of the modification
process, and a coverage indicating the differences between the original coverage and the
modified coverage.
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PRIMARY BASIN BOUNDARIES

The Caloosahatchee Basin can be delineated into several primary basins (Figure
F-1). The primary basins are the East Caloosahatchee, defined as the land that drains into
the C-43 Canal between Lake Okeechobee and the Ortona Lock and Spillway (S-78); the
West Caloosahatchee, defined as the land that drains into the C-43 Canal between the
Ortona Lock and Spillway and the Franklin Lock and Dam (S-79); Telegraph Cypress
Swamp; Orange River; and the Caloosahatchee Estuary, defined as the land that drains to
the Caloosahatchee Estuary downstream of Franklin Lock. The Caloosahatchee Estuary
Basin can be divided into a tidal portion where tributary stage is affected by the tides, and
the estuary portion that is upstream. The primary basin boundaries are the official
SFWMD boundaries. These boundaries were developed by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) as part of the engineering analysis for the C-43 Canal design. The
boundaries predate many changes in the local drainage.

There are several locations where ambiguous or bidirectional drainage affects the
Caloosahatchee Basin boundaries (Figure F-2). In these areas, the direction of storm
water drainage is determined by antecedent water levels, runoff volume, and location of
man-made structures. In general, baseflow drainage follows the basin boundaries defined
in Figure F-1. However, at high water levels or following large storm events, the
drainage pattern in these areas are subject to change. For example, a portion of the S-4

Figure F-1. Primary Drainage Basins of the Caloosahatchee Basin.
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Basin (also known as the C-21 and S-235 Basin) may drain into the Caloosahatchee River.
Drainage water from the C-21 Canal is released into the Caloosahatchee River through S-
235 when the lake stage is greater than 15.5 feet or the stage exceeds the lake regulation
schedule. The runoff is generated primarily from the Disston Water Control District
(DWCD). Stormwater runoff from DWCD may be discharged through the S-4 or S-235
structures or may be discharged into the C-43 Canal through a private drainage pump or
discharged to Lake Hicpochee through private drainage pumps.

The Caloosahatchee River also captures drainage from Nicodemous Slough when
Lake Okeechobee stage is high or runoff exceeds the conveyance capacity of the L-19 and
L-21 borrow canals. Drainage water is discharged through the C-19 Canal into Lake
Hicpochee. Under normal conditions, Nicodemus Slough drains to Lake Okeechobee.

The Caloosahatchee River may capture runoff from other basins due the variable
nature of the basin boundary. Although the boundaries are generally well defined, there
are two locations (the Okaloacoochee Slough and Cecil Webb Wildlife Management Area)
where the basin is poorly defined. The headwaters of the Okaloacoochee Slough occur
along the south edge of the basin. This area is very poorly drained with a mixture of
marsh and swamp habitats. The area can drain northward into the Caloosahatchee River
or southward into Fatahatchee Strand. The direction of flow may be dependent on down
stream conditions of vegetative growth in the flow paths and antecedent water levels.

Figure F-2. Regions of Ambiguous or Bidirectional Drainage.
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Review of historical maps does not clarify the drainage pattern. Older maps following
available one-foot contour topography establish the basin boundary in different locations
(Task 4 Report). A canal was constructed from SR 832 northward providing a flow path
for drainage originating south of the road. This establishes the basin boundary south of
the road during normal conditions. The exact location is uncertain.

The direction of drainage from the Cecil Webb Wildlife Management Area also
depends on the antecedent water conditions of the area. The drainage from this area is
split: it flows south to the Caloosahatchee and west to Matlacha Pass. With urban
development, canals have been dug inland from Matlacha Pass to reduce flooding due to
overland sheetflow from the Cecil Webb Wildlife Management Area. However,
construction of a high-voltage transmission line and accompanying access road from
Punta Gorda southeastward through the Cecil Webb Wildlife Management Area has
altered the westward flow paths. Under low flow conditions, overland sheetflow runoff
can drain through culverts in the access road to the west. Under high water level the
access road diverts flow to the southeast. This results in a variable basin boundary
affected by rainfall volume and antecedent water levels.

Each of these primary basins contain several tributaries. There are large tributaries
defined by native streams, sloughs and canals. There are many small tributaries that drain
small areas adjacent to the C-43 Canal. There also are several small tributaries that drain
directly to the estuary.

BASIN HYDROLOGY

The subbasin boundaries are based primarily on the basin hydrography. Although
topography is usually the most important factor affecting subbasin boundaries, the natural
drainage patterns have been substantially altered by ditches. There are few areas in the
basin where the natural drainage has not been changed.

The Hendry County portion of the basin has been extensively drained for
agriculture. Five large canals were dug to eliminate the extensive inundation experienced
during the 1950s (USACE, 1957). There are several smaller canals that provide additional
drainage near LaBelle. Although individual groves have pumped drainage, the regional
drainage system is primarily gravity-driven. The eastern end of the basin, east of Lake
Hicpochee, is a large wet prairie area that was historically a sawgrass marsh with very
poor drainage. Much of this area is characterized by muck soil. This region has been
systematically ditched to provide drainage. The configuration of the canal system and
discharge structures determines the direction of drainage. Much of the area has pumped
drainage.

The Lee County portion of the basin has been ditched to provide drainage for
urban development. Several ditches have been constructed that drain directly to the
estuary. On the south side of the estuary, flow in these subbasins is controlled by many
weirs and culverts. The eastern extent of the estuarine drainage is bounded by Six-Mile
Slough and Cow Slough.
F-4



CWMP Appendices Appendix F
On the north side of the estuary in Lee County, the drainage pattern is controlled
by native streams and man-made obstructions and ditches. At the west end of the basin,
drainage is controlled by a series of ditches and structures in Cape Coral that were
designed to retain freshwater and reduce saltwater intrusion. East of Cape Coral, the
native drainage patterns were characterized by overland sheetflow in the higher elevations
of Charlotte County that drained through several small streams to the estuary. Drainage
from this area is now accelerated by ditches that drain from Charlotte County to the
estuary. The result has been to increase the discharge and produce serious flooding.

SUBBASIN HYDROLOGY

The subbasin boundaries are defined by the subbasin hydrology which is
controlled by landscape relief, native flow paths, and man-made structures. The native
relief forms a shallow east-west valley between the Immokalee Island on the southern
edge of the basin and a high point near Whidden Ranch on the northern extent of the basin.
Although there is a natural north-south gradient with drainage toward the river, there are
many areas in the basin that are essentially flat with little native drainage (Figure F-3).
The drainage from these areas can be redirected by slight changes in elevation caused by
shallow ditches or roads. In several locations, the result has been a redirection of flow to
an adjacent creek producing localized flooding. Throughout the basin, there are locations
were the east-west gradient is small and relatively minor changes in land elevation may
redirect runoff into adjacent tributaries.

The subbasin boundaries may change as a result of urban or agricultural
development. Drainage improvements such as berms and ditches have modified both
local drainage and disrupted upstream flow patterns. Disruption of flow paths may be
direct; diverting drainage to protect a new development, or subtle; constraining flow that
once covered wide marsh into a narrow, eroding stream. This has been a common
situation near major roads (SR 78, SR 80, and SR 29). It also has occurred in the North
Estuary Basin. Each new improvement has the potential to modify the subbasin
boundaries.

The drainage network was established by reviewing the native hydrography,
wetlands, and man-made hydrography. It was expected that the published hydrography
would be sufficient to define the drainage network. Unfortunately, the 1988 hydrography
coverage does not contain sufficient information to establish the flow network in the
basin. It was necessary to develop a more detailed drainage network based on reviewing
the 1994-95 infrared aerial photography. As described in Task 4, all discernible flow paths
that drained substantial areas were identified and included with the current hydrography.
The process of identifying and defining the flow paths resulted in development of
drainage network.
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SUBBASIN BOUNDARIES

A set of subbasin boundaries have been developed for the combined East and West
Caloosahatchee Basins (CDM, 1994), Cape Coral (USGS, 1991), Lehigh Acres (ATM,
1995), and Lee County (Johnson Eng., 1992). CDM subbasins were developed to define
the catchment for each of the significant tributaries. The CDM subbasin boundaries were
based on tributary boundaries developed by Miller et al. (1982). Inflows to the
Caloosahatchee east of LaBelle are regulated by culverts and pumps on the C-43 Canal.
The culverts, part of the Central and South Florida Flood Control Project, are maintained
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). West of LaBelle the tributaries are
primarily free-flowing inflows. A detailed description of these inflows was provided by
CDM (1994). There are 147 inflows to the Caloosahatchee River between S-77 and S-79.
However, many of these inflows drain small areas immediately adjacent to the canal and
do not constitute individual subbasins. Forty-two subbasins were delineated (Figure F-4).
The boundaries for these subbasins were developed by CDM based on site visits, review
of engineering project reports, and interpretation of aerial photography.

Figure F-3. Areas of Prolonged Flooding during 1948, 1951, and 1953.

Adapted from USACE, 1957
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The subbasin boundaries for Lee County were developed by Johnson Engineering,
Inc. (Johnson Engineering, 1992). They determine the boundaries and principle flow
paths for 29 subbasins that drain to the Caloosahatchee River and Estuary (Figure F-5).
These subbasins were identified as part of the Lee County Stormwater Management
Master Plan. The Johnson Engineering, Inc. project did not include the cities of Fort
Myers and Cape Coral. The basin boundaries for Fort Myers were determined from aerial
photography. The subbasin boundaries for Cape Coral were described by the USGS
(1991). The subbasin boundaries for Lehigh Acres were adapted from drainage studies
conducted for East County Water Control District during the 1990s (A.J. Quattrone,
personal communication, 1998). Similar to CDM, the Johnson Engineering study
identified several small drainage areas along the estuary that were not considered
subbasins and were lumped into a region of small estuary inflows. Because the Johnson
Engineering study was restricted to Lee County, the northern extent of these subbasins in
Charlotte County were not completed. These subbasin boundaries were extended by
examining 1994-95 infrared aerial photography. Subbasin boundaries for southeastern
Telegraph Swamp and northeastern Lee County were modified based on information from
the Four Corners study (Smith, 1996).

Figure F-4. Subbasins for the East and West Caloosahatchee Basins (CDM, 1994).
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VERIFICATION OF SUBBASIN BOUNDARIES

The subbasin boundaries were verified using aerial infrared photography,
discussions with SFWMD field engineers, and review of surface water permits. The
surface water permits indicated where subbasin boundaries have been changed following
the construction of ditches and berms. These changes were confirmed during discussions
with field engineers. The engineers also indicated where boundaries were indeterminate
due to lack of gradient or the result of flow controls on adjacent land that were set to
discharge at different elevations. The discharge from these structures would change the
direction of flow by imposing a new water head condition on the landscape. The new
boundaries were checked against the previously established boundaries. Where
differences occurred, a field visit was conducted to review the boundaries. In most cases
field trips were possible. For locations where field access was not possible, the
boundaries were reviewed using aerial photography.

The subbasin boundaries were verified independently using aerial photography.
The aerial photography was used to determine the drainage network (Task 4). The
drainage network was developed by tracing the flow path from the Caloosahatchee River
to the headwaters. The flow paths were extended from well-defined paths such as streams
and ditches to poorly-defined paths such as partially connected wetlands. The poorly-

Figure F-5. Subbasins for Lee County (Johnson Engineering, 1992).
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defined flow paths were confirmed by reviewing soil maps and topography. The drainage
flow paths were extended to the edge of each subbasin to determine the boundary between
adjacent subbasins. Where the flow paths could not be extended to meet the adjacent
subbasin flow path network, the boundaries were considered indeterminate and the
boundaries were drawn midway between adjacent flow networks.

The boundaries developed using the aerial photography were compared to the
boundaries developed from the permit review. Where discrepancies existed, the aerial
photographs and GIS soils, wetlands, and topographic coverages were reviewed, and
using all of these resources together to identify probable flow paths and flow restrictions,
the subbasin boundaries were delineated (Figure F-6). The subbasin boundaries for urban
Lee County were not checked by field visits. It was felt that there were few changes in the
landscape since the Johnson Engineering study was completed and the reported subbasin
boundaries were reasonable.

As indicated in Figure F-7, there are minor differences in the subbasin boundaries.
The differences occur along the northern extent of the basin, Hendry County and the four
counties area. The differences along the northern boundary result from changes in land
use and additional refinement of the drainage flow path network. The differences in the
subbasin boundaries in western Hendry County result from changes in land use as well as
more detailed evaluation of local drainage patterns. The drainage subbasin boundaries in
the four-corners region (where all four counties meet) have been carefully examined

Figure F-6. Modified Subbasins for the Caloosahatchee Basin.
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following flooding problems in that area. Although there remain some discrepancies in
the boundaries, they have been changed to reflect the most recent information.

The subbasin boundaries are subject to errors resulting from ambiguity in
landscape drainage and errors due to the inaccuracies of the GIS coverages. The
ambiguity in flow patterns occurring as a result of multiple drainage paths and level
terrain produce an uncertainty in boundary location that can be as great as 200 feet.
Where the boundary follows a berm or road, the probable error in the boundary location is
10-20 feet. In creating the subbasin boundary coverage, there is uncertainty due to the
resolution of the maps and aerial photographs used to locate the boundaries. These
sources of uncertainty are in the range of 10-20 feet and it is not possible to locate any
boundary on these coverages with greater precision.

Figure F-7. Revised Subbasin Boundaries with SFWMD Drainage Basins and CDM Subbasin
Boundaries.
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Appendix G
CALOOSAHATCHEE BASIN INTEGRATED

SURFACE WATER/GROUND WATER MODEL

T.V. Jacobsen
Danish Hydraulic Institute (DHI)

INTRODUCTION

Caloosahatchee Basin

The Caloosahatchee Basin is located in South Florida (Figures G-1 and G-2) and
covers an area of approximately 1,200 square miles (mi2) (3,100 square kilometers
[km2]). The freshwater portion of the basin encompasses the area from Lake Okeechobee
upstream to the Franklin Lock (S-79) downstream, an area of approximately 1,050 mi2

(2,720 km2).

Figure G-1. Central and South Florida (approximate scale 1:1,500,000).

N
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The basin is relatively flat with little or no topographical relief. Larger depressions
and sloughs with the capacity of retaining large volumes of storm water have been
partially drained as part of agricultural development. A large number of wetlands and
retention ponds are, however, found scattered across the basin.

The surface water flow is to a large extent controlled by the dense river network.
The Caloosahatchee River (C-43 Canal) receives water from Lake Okeechobee upstream
at Moore Haven Lock (S-77). Ortona Lock (S-78) approximately 16 mi (26 km)
downstream, drains the eastern part of the basin. The freshwater upper part of the river is
separated from the saline lower part and Franklin Lock (S-79) 43 mi (69 km) downstream
of Lake Okeechobee.

The C-43 Canal passes through depressional areas at Lake Hicpochee
(5,400 - 10,500 meters [m]). A number of major irrigation and drainage canals are
connected to the C-43 Canal downstream from Lake Hicpochee on the southern side. The
water is pumped from the C-43 Canal to maintain target water levels in the irrigation
canals. Weirs are constructed to increase the water levels in each subsection of the canals.
On the northern side, drainage canals and natural streams discharge (mostly unregulated)
into the main C-43 Canal.

N

Figure G-2. The Caloosahatchee Basin.
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A large number of structures control the flow throughout the Caloosahatchee
Basin. On the C-43 Canal, the locks at S-77, S-78, and S-79 are operated for navigational
purposes and for water level control. Further upstream in tributaries, a large number of
gates, weirs, and pumps control flows and water levels. The structures regulate both the
drainage and irrigation water supply.

The soils in the Caloosahatchee Basin are generally coarse and sandy with a high
infiltration capacity. Horizons of less permeable finer sediments are found locally
especially in depression areas.

The upper aquifer system consists of shells, sand, and limestone with a relatively
high hydraulic conductivity. Shallow water tables are found in most parts of the
Caloosahatchee Basin. The water table response to rainfall indicates a close link between
rainfall, surface water, and ground water. The Tamiami aquifer in the eastern part and the
Sandstone aquifer in the western part of the basin constitute the major sources of ground
water in the basin.

The Caloosahatchee Basin is characterized by a direct coupling between the
surface water and ground water. Effective drainage schemes, high conductivities for the
subsurface flow, and high hydraulic contact between aquifer and canals cause rapid runoff
to the C-43 Canal following rainfall events. Comparison between rainfall records and
measured flow at the C-43 locks show a rapid hydrologic response in water levels and
flows.

Irrigation accounts for almost all of the water use in the Caloosahatchee Basin.
Water for irrigation purposes is mainly pumped from irrigation canals, but a large number
of ground water wells are found in parts of the area. Sugarcane, citrus, truck crops, and
improved pasture are the main crops irrigated crops. During dry periods, irrigation
demands are met by the release of water from Lake Okeechobee to the C-43 Canal. Water
is pumped from the C-43 Canal upstream into the primary irrigation canals and
eventually into minor ditches or directly onto the fields.

Background and Objectives

The Caloosahatchee Water Management Plan (CWMP) is part of the Lower West
Coast (LWC) Water Supply Plan. The project aims at providing a plan for the following:

• Adequate supply of water for all existing and future competing
uses within the Caloosahatchee Basin

• Improvements to the functions of natural systems

• Improvements of surface and ground water quality

Due to the conjunctive use of surface water and ground water in the basin and the
interaction between surface water bodies and the underlying aquifers, an integrated model
was chosen to include all available water resources. More specifically, the applied
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integrated hydrological model (MIKE SHE) was developed in order to accomplish the
following:

• Quantify the volume of water used in the basin by irrigation

• Determine the relative contribution of basin runoff, ground water
seepage, and Lake Okeechobee water to the total basin water
resources

• Provide a planning and management tool for the LWC Water
Supply Plan, which facilitates impact analysis of various water
management initiatives

Model Approach

The Calooshatchee Basin Integrated Surface/Ground Water Model (ISGM)
includes the freshwater portion of the basin, which stretches from Lake Okeechobee
upstream to the Franklin Lock (S-79) downstream (Figure G-3). The model area
encompasses approximately 1,050 mi2 (2,720 km2).

The Caloosahatchee Basin may be divided into four primary subbasins based on
surface topography. The eastern part of the Caloosahatchee Basin, contributes to the flow

Moore Haven

 Basin

Figure G-3. The Caloosahatchee Basin and the ISGM Model Area.
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at Ortona Lock (S-78) and the western part covering the runoff area between S-78 and
Franklin Lock (S-79). Apart from these two major subbasins the S-4 Basin in the southeast
and Telegraph Swamp Basin in the northwest have been included in the model. The S-4
Basin drains partly to Lake Okeechobee and partly to the eastern part of the
Caloosahatchee Basin. Telegraph Creek discharges downstream of S-79 but to account for
cross-boundary overland flow (which has been reported in the northeastern part of the
model area during storms), the basin has been included in the model.

The basin boundaries were originally established as part of the C-43 Canal design.
Land elevation changes and drainage schemes have changed the drainage patterns and
boundary modifications have been made accordingly to the model (see Appendix B).

Due to the integrated nature of the surface water and ground water resources, an
integrated approach was adopted. The model must have the following capabilities in
simulating major flow processes within the basin:

• Overland sheetflow and depression storage

• Infiltration and storage in the unsaturated zone

• Dynamic exchange between unsaturated zone-ground water
(recharge)

• Dynamic exchange between aquifers-rivers/canals (seepage)

• Ground water flow, storage and potential heads

• River/canal flow and water levels

• Evapotranspiration losses

• Effects of drainage

• Effects of irrigation water allocation

In order to cover all processes with one model, the MIKE SHE modeling system
was selected. The model is an integrated and distributed, physically based, finite-
difference model. MIKE SHE comprises a number of flow modules, which may be
combined to describe flow within the entire land-based part of the hydrological cycle or
tailored to studies focusing of areas of particular interest.
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The model components for the Caloosahatchee Basin model are given in Table
G-1.

The model area is discretisized into a number of computational cells for the
numerical solution of the governing equations. The spatial scale of MIKE SHE may be
chosen either to address regional basin issues or to do local detailed studies focusing on
subbasins.

The Caloosahatchee Basin model may be characterized as a regional study
implying that the purpose of the model is to simulate the water resources in an overall
perspective. A finer grid resolution may be desirable to describe the basin in further detail,
but the computer processing time and the density of available input data should be
considered. As a compromise between detailed model output and computer capacity, a
1,500-ft (457 m) computational grid was applied. Parameters and input data are lumped to
represent the average conditions within the computational cells.

The time scale of the surface water regime and the ground water regime are
different. The model allows use of different time steps for calculation of river/canal flow
and ground water flow. The river hydraulics model is run in 15 minute time steps, while
overland flow is solved in 6 hours time steps and ground water flow calculations are
solved in a daily time step.

Table G-1. Model Components Applied for Caloosahatchee Basin ISGM.

Model
Component Simulates

Fully Dynamic
Coupling with Dim

Governing
Equation

MIKE SHE OL
Overland sheetflow and water
depth, depression storage

MIKE SHE SZ, UZ, and
MIKE11

2-D
Saint-Venants
equation (kinematic
wave approximation)

MIKE 11
Fully dynamic river and canal
hydraulics (flow and water level)

MIKE SHE SZ, OL 1-D
Saint-Venants
equation (dynamic
wave approximation)

MIKE SHE UZ
Flow and water content of the
unsaturated zone, infiltration and
ground water recharge

MIKE SHE SZ, OL 1-D

Richardsons equation
/ gravitational flow (no
effects of capillary
potential)

MIKE SHE ET
Soil and free water surface
evaporation, plant transpiration

MIKE SHE UZ, OL -
Kristensen & Jensen /
Penman-Monteith

MIKE SHE SZ
Saturated zone (ground water)
flows and water levels

MIKE SHE UZ, OL and
MIKE11

3-D Boussinesqs equation

MIKE SHE IR
Irrigation demands (soil water
deficit) and allocation (surface
water/ ground water)

MIKE SHE SZ, MIKE 11 - -

MIKE SHE PP
Preprocessing and
postprocessing

- - -
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INPUT DATA AND MODEL DEVELOPMENT

Meteorological Data

Rainfall

The rainfall distribution is highly variable in both time and space. Local
thunderstorms account for considerable localized rainfall volumes. Accumulated rainfall
from the stations in the basin and the surrounding areas do not show a clear geographical
pattern. Total rainfall at the stations is generally determined by local weather phenomena.

Rainfall data from 16 stations (Alico, Alva Far, Corkscrew, Devil’s Garden, Fort
Myers, Immokalee, Keri Tower, Lake Okeechobee, LaBelle, Palmdale, Punta Gorda,
S-131, S-78, S-79, South Lee County, and Whidden) have been obtained. The data were
converted into the MIKE SHE time series format. From the 16 stations, nine stations were
selected by SFWMD to represent the rainfall input in the model area. The measured time
series were gap-filled by transferring values from neighboring stations. The rainfall input
for the model was spatially distributed according to Thiessen polygons (Figure G-4).

Figure 4 Rainfall distributed by Thiessen Polygons
Figure G-4. Rainfall Distributed by Thiessen Polygons.
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The input rainfall data are daily values (converted into the general MIKE SHE
input unit - mm/h). Weight factors are calculated as the Thiessen polygon area associated
with each rainfall station divided by the catchment area for S-78 and S-79. Devil’s
Garden, Hurricane Gate, Palmdale, S-78, and Keri Tower are the dominant stations with
respect to total rainfall input to the model area (Table G-2). The weight factors are
calculated as the area for which a specific rainfall time series is applied, divided by the
subbasin area at S-78, or the entire model area at S-79.

The total rainfall can be calculated from the measured rainfall and the area weight
factors (Tables G-3 and G-4). The total rainfall is calculated by accumulating rainfall
contributions for the individual rainfall stations.

Table G-2. Rainfall Area Weight Factors for the Caloosahatchee Basin Model.

Station
Time Series

Record Number
Area Weight Factors

at S-78 (percent)
Area Weight Factors

at S-79 (percent)

Devil’s Garden 2 23.3 9.3

Hurricane Gate 4 37.8 15.2

LaBelle 5 0.0 21.1

Palmdale 6 10.7 8.4

S-131 8 2.0 0.8

S-78 9 18.3 11.8

S-79 10 0.0 19.2

Immokalee 11 0.0 3.0

Keri Tower 12 7.9 11.2

Total 100.0 100.0

Table G-3. Monthly Rainfall in the ISGM Model at S-78 (inches), 1980-1996.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

1980 3.4 1.5 1.7 4.7 2.5 2.7 6.9 5.9 5.4 1.2 3.1 0.7 39.5

1981 0.8 1.7 1.5 0.3 2.3 5.9 4.2 9.9 3.6 0.9 1.9 0.2 33.3

1982 0.6 2.4 5.0 3.0 10.0 12.9 9.7 4.6 6.1 4.2 0.5 1.0 60.1

1983 4.2 9.3 5.2 1.8 0.8 8.9 4.5 6.6 5.1 4.4 2.1 3.2 56.0

1984 0.3 3.4 5.1 2.9 7.0 6.1 9.7 5.0 4.7 0.5 2.9 0.1 47.8

1985 0.4 0.4 1.6 5.5 2.0 6.2 5.3 4.7 7.3 2.1 1.0 2.1 38.4

1986 1.9 1.0 5.6 0.2 1.6 11.6 4.6 9.1 4.2 5.6 0.4 2.8 48.7

1987 1.6 2.0 6.6 0.4 2.4 3.5 5.4 3.2 8.5 5.4 9.5 0.4 48.9

1988 2.2 2.5 3.6 1.0 1.6 4.0 8.5 9.4 1.4 0.7 5.1 0.7 40.8

1989 1.4 0.2 3.7 4.1 2.0 7.3 7.4 5.1 7.1 2.9 0.3 2.2 43.8

1990 0.8 2.7 0.9 2.5 3.1 5.2 8.2 11.7 3.1 2.9 0.8 0.2 42.0

1991 6.0 1.1 3.2 3.5 7.5 7.9 9.7 6.9 3.5 4.3 1.9 0.2 55.8

1992 1.6 3.7 3.2 2.3 1.3 19.3 4.1 8.7 3.2 0.8 1.7 0.7 50.5

1993 5.6 1.9 2.8 2.1 2.2 4.4 5.5 5.9 6.6 6.1 1.1 1.1 45.3

1994 3.5 2.6 2.5 3.2 4.1 6.2 5.7 5.5 10.6 3.6 3.4 4.9 55.8

1995 3.5 2.3 4.0 3.4 2.0 8.5 12.8 9.2 5.4 10.2 0.3 0.5 62.0
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The average rainfall for S-79 is 51 inches for the year (for the period of record
1980 - 1995) and slightly lower (48 inches for the year) for the eastern part of the basin at
S-78, for the same period of record. The driest year for the period of record was 1981 with
36 inches for the year. The wettest year for the period of record was 1995 with 66 inches
for the year. The highest rainfall amounts fall during the months of June through August.
The lowest rainfall amounts fall during the months of December through April.

Evapotranspiration

The model simulates the actual evapotranspiration rate. It is calculated at each time
step as a percentage of the potential evapotranspiration rate. Measured time series of
potential evapotranspiration rates must thus be specified as part of the model input. Two
sets of potential evapotranspiration data exist for the Caloosahatchee Basin: measured pan
evaporation data and Penmann estimates based on meteorological data (solar radiation,
temperature, humidity, and wind speeds). These data are displayed in Figures G-5 and
G-6.

The data are primarily used to simulate soil or free water surface evaporation and
plant transpiration. Consequently, a crop vegetation specific potential evapotranspiration
rate is needed (see Land Use and Evapotranspiration). The Penmann data are considered
to be the best suited data, and data from three stations (LaBelle, Fort Myers, and Moore
Haven) have been applied.

Table G-4. Monthly Rainfall in the ISGM Model at S-79 (inches), 1980-1996.

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

1980 2.7 1.5 1.4 4.0 3.2 2.2 7.1 7.2 4.8 1.3 3.3 0.6 39.5

1981 0.8 1.8 1.5 0.2 1.9 6.5 5.4 11.4 4.1 0.5 1.5 0.3 36.0

1982 0.8 1.7 4.4 3.2 9.4 12.7 8.1 5.3 7.0 3.9 0.4 0.8 57.8

1983 3.9 10.3 6.3 1.7 0.7 11.2 5.0 7.6 5.7 4.7 2.3 3.7 63.2

1984 0.3 3.2 4.8 2.5 7.0 7.0 10.5 5.1 5.0 0.6 3.1 0.2 49.1

1985 0.5 0.4 1.7 4.3 2.1 7.2 5.8 7.3 7.6 2.3 1.3 1.4 42.0

1986 2.0 1.2 4.5 0.3 1.8 11.2 5.6 8.7 4.7 4.9 0.4 3.9 49.2

1987 1.6 2.5 7.5 0.3 3.4 4.9 8.0 4.6 7.3 5.9 7.9 0.5 54.4

1988 2.2 2.4 3.9 1.8 2.6 4.0 8.2 12.3 2.0 0.7 4.9 0.8 45.7

1989 1.2 0.4 3.5 3.8 1.2 9.5 8.0 8.6 6.3 3.5 0.4 2.0 48.4

1990 0.6 3.1 1.1 2.8 3.2 6.2 7.7 11.3 3.4 3.0 0.7 0.2 43.4

1991 6.1 1.2 2.2 3.4 8.2 8.8 10.1 7.8 5.5 3.9 1.7 0.2 59.1

1992 2.0 4.1 3.3 3.3 1.2 19.5 5.3 9.2 4.3 1.0 2.1 0.7 56.0

1993 6.1 2.0 3.2 2.1 2.2 5.6 6.9 7.0 7.2 6.3 0.8 0.9 50.3

1994 3.1 2.4 2.1 3.3 3.3 6.3 5.3 7.3 9.8 3.9 3.1 4.2 54.1

1995 3.6 2.1 2.7 3.4 1.7 10.6 14.8 9.3 6.0 11.0 0.3 0.5 66.0
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Figure G-5. Distribution of Potential Evapotranspiration Rates by Thiessen Polygons.

Figure 6 Time Series of Pan ET and Penman Estimates of Potential ET Rates (mm/h)

LaBelle
Moore Haven

Fort Myers

Clewiston
Hurricane Gate

Lehigh Acres

Figure G-6. Time Series of Pan ET and Penmann Estimates of Potential Evapotranspiration
Rates (mm/h).
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Ground Water

Geological Model

Dynamic ground water flow and potential heads are simulated by MIKE SHE. The
modeling system requires a fully three-dimensional geological model describing the
extent, thickness, and elevation of all major geological units including both aquifers,
aquitards, and confining layers.

The Surficial Aquifer System (SAS) and the Intermediate Aquifer System (IAS)
are represented in the conceptualized geological model. The aquifer system includes the
following units:

• Water table aquifer

• Tamiami aquifer

• Sandstone aquifer

• Upper Hawthorn

These geological layers are assumed to account for the exchange with the river and
canal network and to constitute the major source of ground water in the model area. The
deeper Floridian Aquifer System (FAS) is not considered to be recharged in the model
area or add to the water available in the above aquifer systems. Regional potential head
maps indicate that the primary zone of recharge of the Floridian aquifer is northeast of the
model area. The assumption was made in accordance with previous ground water studies
in the area (Lee County Ground Water Model and Lee County Regional Water Supply
Master Plan).

Borehole logs were applied to establish a geological model as part of previous
ground water studies in Lee, Hendry, and Collier counties (Bower et al., 1990). The data
were interpreted and processed during these studies and were made available as GIS
coverages including borehole locations and corresponding elevations. Borehole data from
Charlotte and Glades counties are not available and the layer thicknesses were
extrapolated for Lee and Hendry counties.

Digital maps of elevation of the individual geological layers and lenses were
generated from the discrete borelog information. The Tamiami and the Sandstone aquifers
cover only the eastern and the weatern parts of the model area respectively. Irrigation well
logs indicate that the two aquifers serve as the primary source of ground water in the
basin. The extent of the two aquifers has been assessed partly from lithological
information (as well logs) from irrigation wells. The water table aquifer and the upper
Hawthorn layers are global found throughout the model area. Maps depicting the extent
and elevation of the aquifers are displayed in Figures G-7 through G-10.
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Figure 7 Water table aquifer - extent and elevation (approximate scale

Figure G-7. Extent and Elevation Water Table Aquifer.
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Figure 7 Water table aquifer - extent and elevation (approximate scale

Figure 8 Extent and elevation of Lower Tamiami Aquifer

Figure G-8. Extent and Elevation of Tamiami Aquifer.
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Figure 9 Sandstone aquifer - extent and elevation

Figure G-9. Extent and Elevation of Sandstone Aquifer.
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Figure 9 Sandstone aquifer - extent and elevation

Figure 10 Extent and elevation of Upper Hawthorn Aquifer

Figure G-10. Extent and Elevation of Upper Hawthorn Aquifer.
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Hydrogeological Parameters

The aquifers consist mainly of marine sediments (sand, sandstone, limestone, and
shells). The layers generally have high porosities and high to medium permeabilities. The
Hawthorn aquifer contains finer silt and clay fraction sediments. The hydraulic properties
of the layers must be specified for the ground water component. The hydrogeological
parameters to be required for each layer of the model include the following:

• Horizontal and vertical conductivities

• Confined and unconfined storage coefficients

Pump test data are available at 26 locations inside the model area (Figure G-11).
The pump test data have been associated with either the upper aquifer sequence (the water
table aquifer and the Tamiami aquifer) or the intermediate aquifer sequence (mainly the
Sandstone aquifer). The maximum drawdown has been observed in nearby wells pumping
at a constant rate. The pump test analysis was based mainly on the Hantush-Jacob or
Cooper methods. From the pump test analysis transmissivities, storage coefficients, and in
some cases leakage coefficients have been derived.

The ranges of aquifer properties were determined from the pump test data within
the model area and are given in Table G-5.

The wide range of transmissivity data reflects the varying composition and
properties of the geological formations. The resolution of the data is considered
insufficient to produce distributed maps of the aquifer properties for each layer in the
model with a 1,500-ft grid spacing. The pump test data and previous ground water studies
were used to establish ranges for the model parameters. The model parameters were
distributed by division into zones (i.e., subdivision of the model area into subareas with
uniform parameter values).

Table G-5. Hydrogeological Properties Derived from Pump Tests within the Model Area.

Surficial Aquifer Number of
Sites Maximum Minimum Average

Transmissivity (ft2/day) 7 938,368 9,500 332,849

Storage coefficient 7 1.6 e-1 4.5 e-5 2.0 e-2

Leakage 3 4.4 e-2 1.3 e-7 9.0 e-3

Intermediate Aquifer Number of
Sites Maximum Minimum Average

Transmissivity (ft2/day) 22 298,900 1,213 59,894

Storage coefficient 18 7.0 e-3 2.0 e-5 8.4 e-4

Leakage 17 2.9 e-1 2.8 e-6 1.2 e-2
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Figure 11 Pump test locations and hydraulic parameters

The following ranges of aquifer properties were determined from the pump test 
within the model area and are given in Table 5.

Figure G-11. Pump Test Locations and Hydraulic Parameters.
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Boundary Conditions

Ground water boundary conditions are specified for all layers in the model. For the
upper layer, it is assumed that surface water and ground water divides coincide and
subsequently a no flow boundary was applied. The surface water divides have been
subject to further analysis in order to incorporate man-made changes of drainage paths.
The surface water boundary is uncertain in some parts of the basin, and flow directions
may change depending on local water level changes in response to storms. Consequently,
some uncertainty is associated with the ground water boundary as well. The flow, which
may occur across the boundary, is insignificant with respect to the overall water balance.

A no flow boundary was also applied to the lower part of the aquifer system, with
some modification to the southern boundary. Operation of irrigation ground water pumps
have been reported to cause drawdowns in this area. They are believed to cause cross
boundary ground water flow, which depending on the head gradient, flows in or out of the
model area. Three observation wells located at the southern boundary show the water table
fluctuations, including the effects of drawdowns. These time series were applied in the
model to generate the dynamic head boundary used for the lower aquifer.

Ground Water Withdrawals

Well location and time series of pumping rates may be specified as part of the input
for the ground water component. There is no significant industrial water use or municipal
water supply in the model area.

Ground water withdraw data is not specified as part of the input for the ground
water component, but is instead determined as a function of actual irrigation demand and
the availability of surface water at irrigation outtake points. Surface water is generally
considered to be the primary source of irrigation water. If the surface water supply is
insufficient at a particular point during the simulation, ground water is then defined as
second priority. The actual ground water withdrawal for a given irrigated area, at a given
time is thus dependent upon the irrigation demand calculated on basis of field conditions,
(e.g., soil water deficit of the root zone) and whether or not the demand can be covered
solely by applying surface water.

The allocation of ground water for irrigation can be specified to take place from
individual wells or it may be assumed to be uniformly distributed within the irrigation
area. The storage capacity and the transmissivity of the aquifer may limit the ground water
withdrawal. Demands may not be met at one time step of the simulation if the available
volume of ground water is insufficient, due to a locally dewatered layer, or if the
withdrawal rate exceeds the rate at which the point of withdrawal is replenished by inflow
from the surrounding aquifer.

Comparing the irrigated land coverages and the location and density of permitted
ground water wells indicates that no irrigation takes place in the south-central part of the
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model area despite a high concentration of existing or projected wells. Further discussion
on use of ground water for irrigation is given in the irrigation module description.

Ground Water Drainage

Drainage flow and interflow constitute an important contribution to the river
runoff in the Caloosahatchee Basin. The observed river flow hydrograph indicates a
relatively rapid response following rainfall events. Rising water tables are effectively
lowered by the drainage system. Due to the dense network of ditches and tertiary canals,
operation of the drainage pumps in agricultural areas, and the hydraulic structures of the
drainage canals, excessive volumes of runoff and ground water are quickly routed into the
primary drainage canals, thus adding to downstream peak flows in the C-43 Canal. The
time lag is generally small for the Caloosahatchee Basin.

The hydrodynamic MIKE11 model is applied to simulate the flow and water level
dynamics in the schematized primary canals and second order drainage/irrigation canals.
Higher order canals and ditches are not represented in the river hydraulics model due to
the spatial scale of the computational grid (1,500 ft) and the regional scope of the model.
The higher order drainage network is dense in agricultural areas and acts effectively to
reduce the water tables and prevent water logging in farmed areas. Direct hydraulic
contact between aquifers and canals, and the operation of pumps both contribute to
discharging large volumes of water through the drainage network.

To account for the drainage discharge in the basin, the drainage component of the
MIKE SHE ground water module is included in the model. Drainage is described through
the following:

• Drainage codes - areas considered to be drained

• Drainage levels - distributed maps of effective drainage levels
(i.e., ground water table elevation above which drainage flow
occurs)

• Drainage time constant

• Drainage options - routing of drainage water from drain levels,
directly to rivers

Drainage Codes

The drain code map describing drained and nondrained areas was derived from
GIS coverages of the entire canal network provided by SFWMD (Figure G-12). The
density of higher order canals and the distance from each grid cell to nearby canals,
determines if the area is considered drained or not. Floodplain areas that typically are
inundated during parts of the simulation period have been defined as nondrained
(Telegraph Swamp and Lake Hicpochee).

Drainage from each computational cell is a function of the drainage level and the
time constant. The drainage outflow from the individual cells, Qdr, is calculated from a
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Figure12 Drainage codes and river network for the Caloosahatchee model

Drainage and irrigation network

Figure G-12. Drainage Codes and River Network for the Caloosahatchee Basin Model.
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linear reservoir approximation depending on the actual water table, hsz, above drain level,
hdr, and the specified time constant, Cdr :

Qdr = Cdr (hsz - hdr) A

where:

Qdr is calculated in m3/s, Cdr is specified in s-1, the levels in m and the area, A, in m2.

Drainage Levels

Drainage levels can not be measured directly in the field. Observed ground water
head of the upper aquifer may provide information on the drainage level, but the spatial
variability makes it difficult to transfer discrete information to the entire model area.
Drainage levels were calculated by subtracting estimated drainage depth from the
topography. The effective drainage depths were specified in the range 1.6 - 4.0 feet (ft)
(0.5 - 1.2 m). This range was selected based on a number of factors including density and
depth of drainage canals and land use. The drainage levels were modified during model
calibration in order to simulate peak discharges and at the same time to reduce any drain
flow contributions in the dry periods. The plant evaporation from the root zone may serve
to reduce the ground water tables below the drainage level and thereby reduce dry period
drainage outflow. In the comparison between rooting depth (specified as part of the
evapotranspiration module) and the drainage level, as it has generally been assumed that
drainage levels are at or above the root zone depth. The field operation of drainage pumps
in citrus groves suggests that the ground water table is kept within a narrow range to avoid
damage to the crop.

Drainage Time Constant

The drainage time constant is the reciprocal value of the mean retention time.
Normally the drainage constant ranges from 1e-7 to 1e-3 s-1. The delay in drain response
described by the time constant affects the peak and recession of the simulated river
discharge and is partially a calibration parameter. The numerous canals and the effective
drainage schemes imply time constants at the high end of the interval. A uniform value of
the drainage time constant, 1e-4 s-1, was applied throughout the model area. The time
constant is expected to vary spatially depending on whether or not the area is developed
(i.e., agricultural) or undeveloped (i.e., natural areas). Surface water discharge
measurements at the subbasin scale give an indication of the differences in drain response
for developed and nondeveloped areas, respectively. Given the limited availability of flow
data and the lumped nature of the time constant, a constant value was applied. The time
constant may possibly be distributed from the land use.
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Drainage Options

When the water table of the upper aquifer rises above the drain level, the excess
volume is routed to a receiving point. The receiving point for drainage flow may be a
depression, a specific location in the river network, or the boundary of the model area.

Routing by level implies that a receiving point for the drainage flow in a subarea of
the model is determined from the slope of the drainage level. When specifying drainage
depths (as a depth below the ground surface), the routing will naturally depend on the
accuracy and topographical input. For the Caloosahatchee Basin, drainage patterns are
determined partly by pumping and partly by gravity. In densely drained areas, the major
portion of drainage flow is discharged into nearby canals. Drainage options were used to
overrule the routing by levels by assuming that drainage water flows to nearby canals.

The drainage component was found to strongly affect both river discharges and
ground water potential heads. The drainage model parameters were estimated from
available data and general knowledge of field drainage operations.

Unsaturated Zone

The unsaturated zone extends from the ground surface to the ground water table.
The depth of the unsaturated soil column is dynamic and varies throughout the simulation
period. The depth of the unsaturated zone increases with decreasing ground water table
and decreases when the ground water table rises. The unsaturated zone may vanish when
the ground water table rises above the ground surface and saturated conditions prevail.

Due to the dynamics of the ground water table, the unsaturated zone properties
must be specified from the ground surface down to the lowest ground water level during
the simulation period. Hydraulic properties of the saturated zone and the unsaturated zone
must be specified in an overlapping region covering the range of ground water table
fluctuations.

Unsaturated zone flow is important to simulate infiltration, vertical flow through
the soil column, and recharge to ground water. Simulation of the vertical soil water profile
requires a detailed description of the actual soil properties. The soil water content of a
profile is important with respect to calculation of evapotranspiration losses from the root
zone and thus irrigation demands.

Characteristic Soils

Most of the soils of Southwest Florida are shallow and sandy with high water
tables. They are characterized by high to very high permeability, high porosity, and little
or no capillary rise. The texture and hydraulic properties of the soils varies on a local and
a regional scale.
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To provide a horizontal and vertical distribution of soil physical parameters,
characteristic soil types have been identified from landscape classifications. Soils
coverages from Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Soil Survey
Geographical Data Base (SURRGO) were obtained from the SFWMD for all six counties
(Charlotte, Collier, Glades, Hendry, Lee, and Palm Beach), which are part of the
Caloosahatchee Basin. There are approximately 70 different soil-mapping units in the
basin. Many of these mapping units have similar physical characteristics and are assumed
to behave in a similar hydrologic manner. For simulation purposes, the soils can be
classified in different hydrologic response groups. These hydrologic response groups are
flatwoods, marshes and ponds, sloughs, depressions, rock (shallow soils on limestone),
and unsuitable. The hydrologic response groups are based on the range productivity
landscape classes. Six different landscape types have been identified and five of those
have been related to characteristic soil types (Table G-6). These soils were selected to
represent each landscape class. These soils provide a range in soil physical characteristics
typical of the corresponding landscape type.

Each landscape type is distributed and associated with a standard soil profile
including the soil horizons found from field surveys. Each soil type in the profile is
represented by its thickness and soil physical parameters (Figure G-13).

Soil Physical Parameters

The soils were evaluated by comparison of the physical characteristics of the soil
profile and the hydrologic behavior of the soils. The soil profiles were reviewed for
differences in soil texture, hydraulic conductivity, depth to a horizon that would impede
percolation, and variability of the soil properties (Table G-7). It was determined that all
soils were sandy with some fine sands and loam. A MIKE SHE soil database was prepared
for 55 soils by Southwest Florida Research and Education Center. Each soil sample
represents a specific soil sample taken at a specific depth. The database includes retention
curves and hydraulic conductivity curves. Soils with a large areal extent in the basin were
selected for hydraulic simulation using FHANTM2. The data for the simulations were
obtained from the DRAINMOD model and data from the county soil surveys. The results
indicated that most of the soils behaved in a similar manner, except deeper soils, which
produced less runoff.

Table G-6. Landscape Type and Associated Soil Type.

Landscape Type Soil Type

Flatwoods Immokalee

Depressions Winder

Marsh and Ponds Sanibel

Rock Boca

Sloughs Pineda
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Figure13 Distribution of soil columns in Caloosahatchee basin from landscape type

2.3.2 Soil physical parameters

The soils were evaluated by comparison of the physical characteristics of the soil p

and the hydrologic behavior of the soils. The soil profiles were reviewed for differ

in soil texture, hydraulic conductivity, depth to a horizon that would impede percola
and variability of the soil properties. It was determined that all soils were sandy
some fine sands and loam. A MIKE SHE soil database was prepared for 55 so
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Figure G-13. Distribution of Soil Columns in Caloosahatchee Basin from Landscape Types.
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Table G-7. Soil Physical Parameters Entered into the Unsaturated Zone Database.

Profile
Number

and
Landscape

Type
Soil Type and

Depth

Saturated
Hydraulic

Conductivity
Ks [m/s]

Saturated
Water

Content
Qs [percent]

Water
Content at

Field
Capacity

Qfc [percent]

Water
Content at

Wilting Point
Qw [percent]

Residual
Water

Content
Qr [percent

(1) Flatwoods

Immokalee A1
(0.0-0.1 m)

2.0e-4 0.42 0.079 0.03 0.01

Immokalee AE
(0.1-0.23 m)

1.1e-4 0.42 0.095 0.057 0.031

Immokalee E1
(0.23-0.41 m)

8.6e-5 0.39 0.084 0.025 0.015

Immokalee E2
(0.41-0.91 m)

1.0e-4 0.38 0.074 0.017 0.01

Immokalee Bh2
(0.91-1.4 m)

6.1e-6 0.38 0.225 0.07 0.043

Immokalee Bw/Bh
(1.4-23 m)

7.5e-5 0.38 0.112 0.033 0.02

(2) Slough

Pineda E
(0.0-0.13 m)

8.0e-5 0.464 0.085 0.033 0.02

Pineda Bw1
(0.13-0.33 m)

8.0e-5 0.449 0.085 0.023 0.02

Pineda Bw2
(0.33-0.58 m)

6.4e-5 0.422 0.095 0.009 0.01

Pineda E1
(0.58-0.91 m)

5.3e-5 0.408 0.076 0.012 0.02

Pineda Btg/E
(0.91-1.37 m)

3.1e-7 0.351 0.31 0.11 0.1

Pineda Cg
(1.37-22 m)

1.1e-6 0.380 0.347 0.162 0.1

(3)
Depression

Winder A1
(0.0-0.08 m)

3.6e-5 0.374 0.175 0.024 0.014

Winder E
(0.08-0.33 m)

5.7e-5 0.37 0.092 0.008 0.004

Winder Btg
(0.33-0.58 m)

7.4e-6 0.43 0.395 0.153 0.101

Winder C1
(0.58-0.89 m)

4.1e-6 0.332 0.225 0.038 0.021

Winder C3
(0.89-21.7 m)

1.9e-6 0.355 0.303 0.107 0.062

(5) Rock

Boca A
(0.0-0.08 m)

1.1e-4 0.487 0.088 0.04 0.029

Boca E1
(0.08-0.23 m)

9.7e-5 0.46 0.080 0.034 0.023

Boca E2
(0.23-0.36 m)

8.0e-5 0.408 0.064 0.024 0.015

Boca Bw
(0.36-0.64 m)

5.4e-5 0.396 0.071 0.009 0.006

Boca Btg
(0.64-22.64 m)

8.3e-7 0.347 0.0311 0.122 0.071

(6) Marsh

Sanibel Oa1
(0.0-0.12 m)

2.0e.5 0.55 0.715 (?) 0.197 0.2

Sanibel A1
(0.12-0.23 m)

9.4e-5 0.51 0.370 0.025 0.01

Sanibel C1
(0.23-0.66 m)

1.4e-4 0.37 0.069 0.013 0.01

Sanibel C2
(0.66-21.7 m)

1.1e-4 0.38 0.062 0.011 0.01
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Model Set-up

Vertical flow and water content of the unsaturated soil was calculated using a
maximum time step of 6 hours. The computational time steps were automatically updated
during the simulation to avoid numerical instability following the input of significant
rainfall volumes.

The vertical flow in the unsaturated soil column and the water content profile was
calculated solving the equation for gravity flow disregarding capillary effects.

The unsaturated zone does not require specification of boundary conditions. The
ground water table of the upper aquifer constitutes the lower boundary for the unsaturated
zone within each of the soil columns. The upper boundary may act as a flux boundary
when the soil has sufficient infiltration capacity. When the infiltration capacity is
exceeded, a head boundary is applied depending on overland water depth. When ground
water tables rise above the ground surface, the unsaturated zone flow calculations are
replaced by the ground water component.

The vertical flow in the unsaturated zone is calculated in each time step for all of
the 12,997 computational columns.

The unsaturated zone classification option of MIKE SHE is used to reduce the
total computational time required to solve the unsaturated zone flow in each time step.
This option allows the user to transfer simulated flow between soil columns of similar
characteristics (i.e., rainfall, potential evapotranspiration, soil type, land use type, and
depth to the ground water table). Because this classification option does not distinguish
between flooded/nonflooded areas, or irrigated/nonirrigated areas, it was not used for
Caloosahatchee Basin ISGM.

Land Use and Evapotranspiration

Land use data are primarily used for determining vegetation characteristics applied
for simulation of actual evapotranspiration in MIKE SHE.

Evapotranspiration accounts for the bulk of water losses from the Caloosahatchee
Basin. The water is lost to the atmosphere reducing the water available for surface and
subsurface runoff. The ET module of MIKE SHE simulates the following:

• Interception and evaporation from vegetation cover

• Soil and free water surface evaporation

• Plant transpiration from the root zone
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The actual rate of evapotranspiration is calculated from (Kristensen and Jensen,
1975):

Eat = f1(LAI) · f2(Θ) · RDF · Epot

where:

Eat is the actual rate of evapotranspiration, f1 is a damping function ( 0 < f1 < 1.0)
describing effects of vegetation density (leaf area index, LAI), f2 a damping function
( 0 < f2 < 1.0) describing the dependency on soil water content, Θ, and RDF is the root
distribution function (vertical distribution of root mass).

The leaf area index (LAI) is calculated as the total leaf area of the vegetation per
unit ground surface area, and is a measure of the vegetation surface area available for
transpiration. The index may be time varying for seasonal vegetation while perennial
vegetation may be considered constant. Harvested crops such as sugarcane and truck crops
are described by vegetative stages covering the growth period.

RDF is the percentage of active root mass in a specific depth of the root zone. A
rooting depth is specified (extinction depth) and the root mass is distributed vertically by
an exponential function. The root mass distribution and the vertical soil moisture profile of
the root zone affects the actual evapotranspiration rate in each depth interval of the root
zone and as a total, integrated for the entire root zone. The rooting depth may be highly
variable depending a number of factors including climate, soil properties, ground water
table, and unsaturated zone/soil moisture profile. In MIKE SHE, RDF is specified for each
vegetation type (vegetation database).

Land Use and Vegetation Specific Data

The LAI and RDF parameters are vegetation specific. The distribution of
vegetation parameters is based on the identification of the dominant characteristic
vegetation/land use types in the basin.

Land use maps are applied to distribute vegetation specific parameters. Land use
maps based on aerial photos and field inventories exist for 1988 and 1995 as GIS polygon
coverages and were utilized to determine vegetation specific parameters. The land use in
the basin has been classified from SFWMD land use and land cover classification codes
(Tables G-8 and G-9). Coverages exist at different level of detail. The highest level (level
I) includes agriculture, barren, forest, water bodies, rangeland, urban, and wetlands.
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Table G-8. SFWMD Land Use and Land Cover Classification Codes.

Level I Level II

(A) Agriculture

(AC) Sugarcane
(AP) Pasture
(AM) Groves, fruit
(AF) Animal production

(B) Barren

(BB) Beaches
(BP) Mines, pits
(BS) Spoil areas
(BL) Levees

(F) Forest uplands
(FE) Coniferous
(FO) Nonconiferous
(FM) Mixed

(H) Water

(R) Rangeland
(RG) Grassland
(RS) Scrub and bushland

(U) Urban

(UR) Residential
(UC) Commercial
(UI) Industrial
(US) Institutional

(W) Wetlands

(WF) Forested fresh
(WN) Nonforested fresh
(WS) Forested salt
(WM) Nonforested salt
(WX) Mixed forested and nonforested fresh

Table G-9. Land Cover Types Represented in the Model and Corresponding SFWMD Codes.

Model Land Cover Types MIKE SHE Code SFWMD Land Cover
Classification

Urban 5 U

Citrus 1 AM

Pasture 2 AP

Sugarcane 3 AC

Truck crops 10 ---

Grass 4 UR

Dense upland forest 6 F

Sparse upland forest 7 F

Grassland, shrub 8 R

Wetlands, marsh 9 W, H
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The MIKE SHE GIS module was applied to export land use maps from ArcView
into MIKE SHE grid format and used as input for the evapotranspiration module (Figure
G-14).

For each vegetation/land cover type, a set of parameters were entered in to the
MIKE SHE vegetation database. The parameters include empirical constants used in the
equations describing actual evapotranspiration (C1, C2, C3, Cint, and Aroot) and time series
for RDF, LAI, Kc (crop coefficient), and irrigation requirements. The parameters are
given at each growth stage of the crop or vegetation.

RDF and LAI were estimated for each type of vegetation. LAI values vary within
each land use/cover classification. The range is due to the wide variability of the land
cover included in each class. However, there was insufficient information to split these
classes into more specific vegetation classes and no field data were available. The LAI
values applied ranges from 1.0 to 6.0.

Similar to LAI, the rooting depth varies with vegetation type, soil type, local water
tables, and drainage. The RDF varies in depth for different vegetation types and within
each vegetation class. Maximum rooting depth and effective rooting depth may differ
significantly and the active root mass may vary with varying field conditions (sufficient
irrigation or drought). The regional modeling scale and the complexity of root mass
distribution does not allow description of local variation. The RDF is therefore a partly
physically based representing actual rooting depth and a partly lumped parameter
representing overall vegetation characteristics in each 1,500-ft grid cell. Estimated values
in the range of 1.6 - 4.9 ft (0.5 -1.5 m) were applied.

For more details on the irrigation component of MIKE SHE see the Irrigation
section in this Appendix.

Table G-10. Land Use and Irrigation.

Land Use Irrigation Method Irrigation Source

Urban None None

Citrus Micro Spray Canals/Ground Water Wells

Sugarcane Subsurface Canals/Ground Water Wells

Truck crops Micro Spray Canals/Ground Water Wells

Pasture None None

Grass None None

Dense forest None None

Sparse forest None None

Grass, shrub None None

Wetlands, marsh None None
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Figure 14 MIKE SHE land cover codes 1995

Figure G-14. MIKE SHE Land Cover Codes 1995.
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Overland Flow

Overland sheetflow occurs when the water depth on the ground surface is larger
than zero. Ponding of water at a specific location is a result of the following:

• Insufficient infiltration capacity of the unsaturated soil column

• Ground water tables rising above ground

• Overland flow from neighboring areas

• Drainage flow to low-lying areas

Due to high infiltration rates and moderate to high horizontal conductivities of the
upper aquifer, significant overland flow generally occurs only in the basin during storms.
The duration of inundation is longer at wetlands covering smaller parts of the basin, but
the topography of such areas does not promote overland flow.

Surface Slope

The overland flow direction and velocity is determined by the ground surface
slope. The input surface topography map was based on five-foot contour maps
supplemented by discrete spot elevations. The data were collected and processed by
SFWMD. The basic data and the derived topographical model are available as GIS
coverages. A 500-ft map was created as input for the model by interpolation of the data.

The model area is relatively flat with little topographical relief. Consequently, a
topographical model based on five-foot contours would not be fully represent the
depression storage and flow direction in the relatively flat central parts of the basin.
Isolated wetlands and ponds may not be described by a five-foot contour resolution and
the 1,500-ft computational grid resolution. To investigate the overland flow and storage in
more detail, a finer computational grid was required.

More important is the depression storage (i.e., low lying areas receiving overland
flow or drainage flow). The surface detention volume is described by the topography
(Figure G-15). Ponding water accumulates as depression storage until the water level
exceeds topographical thresholds separating the depression from surrounding areas.
Ponded water may also infiltrate, limited either by the infiltration capacity of the
underlying unsaturated zone, or when the soil is entirely saturated, the leakage coefficient
between the overland component and the saturated zone component.

Model Parameters

The governing equation for overland flow (2-D Saint-Venant) requires
specification of a Manning number, and a detention storage and leakage coefficient. The
Manning number describes the ground surface resistance flow within each computational
cell and depends mainly on land use. A uniform value of 10 m1/3/s was applied. Detention
storage is a threshold value that describes the level where overland water depth flow is
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Figure 15 MIKE SHE digitised data and interpolated digital elevation model (elevations in
meters).

Figure G-15. MIKE SHE Digitized Data and Interpolated Topographical Model (elevations in
meters).
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initiated. The detention storage value depends on surface properties, which may vary
within a short distance. Distributed average values for each computational cell may be
given. Here, a uniform value of 0.4 inches (10 millimeter [mm]) was applied. Exchange of
flow between overland flow and ground water may take place when the soil is completely
saturated. The leakage coefficient is used to describe the hydraulic contact between
ground water and overland flow. A uniform value of 1·10-6 s-1 was applied.

Simulation

Overland water depth and flow velocities are calculated in maximum time steps of
6 hours. The time step is reduced during periods of high rainfall intensity.

Rivers and Canals

Flows and water levels are simulated within all major drainage and irrigation
canals in the basin. MIKE11 is a fully unsteady river hydraulics model, dynamically
coupled to MIKE SHE. This implies that the integrated modeling system fully accounts
for the dynamic exchange of water between the river and other model components. In each
time step, the exchanged volumes are updated in all computational points of the model.
Inflow and outflow from the river may take place as ground water seepage (calculated
from simulated water level differences between the aquifers and the river reaches),
overland flow (surface runoff driven by actual overland water depths and surface slope)
and drainage flow (ground water drainage flow routed to rivers/canal network).

River Network

The Caloosahatchee River (C-43 Canal) and its major tributaries were included in
the river hydraulics model (MIKE11). Due to the lack of cross-sectional data and the
limitations on the number of computational nodes, the canals represented directly in the
MIKE11 model were chosen based on the following criteria:

• All major irrigation canals in order to describe the allocation of
irrigation water

• All major drainage canals and natural streams contributing to
C-43 Canal discharge

• Rivers/canals draining major swamps or wetlands

A total of 47 branches are included as part of the river hydraulics model
Figure G-16. In the western part of the basin, drainage is gravity driven, while drainage
flow in the eastern part and pumps control irrigation supply in secondary canals. The
irrigation network represented in the Caloosahatchee Basin ISGM is depicted in Figure
G-17.
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•  All major drainage canals and natural streams contributing to C-43 discharge

•  Rivers/canals draining major swamps or wetlands

Figure 16 River and Canal Network represented in Caloosahatchee Basin ISGM

Figure G-16. The River and Canal Network Represented in the Caloosahatchee ISGM.
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Figure 17 Irrigation Network represented in Caloosahatchee Basin ISGM

Figure G-17. The Irrigation Network Represented in the Caloosahatchee ISGM.
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Cross-Section Data

The geometry of each river branch is described in terms of cross-sections (Table
G-11). Cross-sections and datum are important in the determination of both conveyance
capacity and storage capacity at different reaches of the river system.

Cross-section data is generally scarce for most of the river network included in the
model. Design data from construction of the C-43 Canal and a few major branches major
canals exist at SFWMD. The available data cover the period from 1962-1992. Cross-
sections from parts of the C-43 Canal, Jack's Branch, County Line Ditch, Canal 1, Canal
2, C-19, the 42-Foot Canal, and Hilliard Canal were provided by SFWMD from a number
of reports. No surveyed cross-sections exist.

Due to the limited amount of measured cross-section data, estimated trapezoidal
cross-sections were estimated from topographical data. Where cross-section data were
available, dimensions were specified in accordance with design data (e.g., the C-43
Canal).

Boundary Conditions

Boundary conditions were specified at upstream and downstream ends of the river
network. A constant flow boundary condition of 0.88 ft3/s (0.025 m3/s) was applied to
avoid numerical instability. The flow is not significant with respect to the water balance of
the basin. The total flow introduced through the boundary conditions is less than 35
ft3/s (1.0 m3/s) or 0.47 inches/year (12 mm/year), which is negligible in terms of the total
water balance.

Time series of observed discharge from Lake Okeechobee (S-77) were used as an
upstream discharge boundary condition for the C-43 Canal.

Time series of observed water levels downstream of Franklin Lock were used as a
downstream boundary condition for the C-43 Canal.

Hydraulic Structures

The drainage and irrigation network is controlled by a large number of hydraulic
structures (Figure G-18). In the C-43 Canal, the combined weir/lock structures are
operated for navigational purposes and to maintain acceptable water levels for irrigation
purposes. Many of the secondary branches are dug canals, which were constructed to
provide sufficient conveyance capacity for drainage, sufficient storage capacity for
irrigation, or for both. To supply surface water to the upstream parts of the basin during
dry periods, water is pumped upstream from the C-43 Canal in stages separated by weirs
or gates. Weirs are typically built in connection with pump stations. The pumps are
activated when the water level upstream of the weir drops below the minimum acceptable
level for irrigation. Water is diverted from the main secondary irrigation canals by pumps
or by tertiary ditches and canals. During dry periods, the pumps on the primary canals may
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Table G-11. Cross-Section Dimensions for Canals Represented in the River Hydraulics Modela.

Branch name
Width

feet (meters)
Depth

feet (meters)
C-43 Canal 164-367 (50-112) 16-26 (5-8)

Hickey Creek 33-66 (10-20) 7-10 (2-3)

Fox Canal 56-66 (17-20) 10-13 (3-4)

Dog Canal 56 (17) 10 (3)

Roberts Canal 16-108 (5-33) 3-10 (1-3)

26-00082-W 43 (13) 10 (3)

Crawford 43-52 (13-16) 10 (3)

Canal 1 66 (20) 7-13 (2-4)

Canal 2 79 (24) 7-13 (2-4)

Baron Collier 180 (55) 16 (5)

42-Foot 79 (24) 10-13 (3-4)

Jack Spratt 66 (20) 7-10 (2-3)

Hilliard Canal 66 (20) 7-10 (2-3)

Left HH Canal 49-118 (15-36) 7-10 (2-3)

Right HH Canal 49 (15) 7 (2)

Flaghole Canal 118 (36) 10 (3)

Nine Mile Canal 66 (20) 7 (2)

Lateral 19 66 (20) 7-13 (2-4)

Lake Okee.levee 66 (20) 7-13 (2-4)

Cypress Creek 23 (7) 10 (3)

County Line 33 (10) 10-13 (3-4)

Jacks Branch 33 (10) 13 (4)

Bee Branch 23 (7) 10 (3)

Polywog 33 (10) 13 (4)

Dead Man's Branch 33 (10) 7 (2)

Cypress Branch 39-46 (12-14) 1-13 (3-4)

Chaparal Branch 39 (12) 10-13 (3-4)

22-00243-W1 23 (7) 10 (3)

C-19 66 (20) 7-10 (2-3)

C-19 Spur 46 (14) 10 (3)

Townsend Canal 79 (24) 13 (4)

Hendry 89-108 (27-33) 13 (4)

Telegraph Creek 33-66 (10-20) 7 (2)

Townsend Tributary 20 (6) 10 (3)

Branch38 98 (30) 10 (3)

Branch39 98 (30) 10 (3)

Branch40 98 (30) 10 (3)

Branch41 98 (30) 10 (3)

Jack Spratt X 26 (8) 10 (3)

Flag Hole X 118 (36) 7 (2)

SugarlandDD4 118 (36) 7 (2)

S-310 66 (20) 7 (2)

Nine Mile Canal II 66 (20) 7 (2)

SugarlandDD3 118 (36) 7 (2)

Fort Denaud 23 (7) 10-13 (3-4)

a. The cross-section widths refer to the main canal; floodplains are not included.
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run continuously to supply water to the upper reaches. The pumping rates are determined
by irrigation demands and the availability of water in the C-43 Canal.

All major hydraulic structures were included as part of the MIKE11 model. Data
for 28 weirs and 15 pumps were incorporated in the river set-up. The majority of control
structures are located in the southern part of the basin. Data for the hydraulic structures
were provided by SFWMD. In addition to the location of each hydraulic structure and the
water permits they supply, required data include weir height, weir width, levels for pump
operation, pump capacity, and culvert dimensions.

Floodplains and Inundated Areas

The Caloosahatchee Basin is generally flat with a number of floodplains or
depressions (sloughs and swamps) adjacent to the river branches. At high water levels
following rainfall events, the river inundates the floodplain. When the river water levels
recede, water stored on the floodplain drains back to the river. Dynamic floodplain
simulation of the river/floodplain interaction is important in order to describe flow
attenuation and surface water storage.

Lake Hicpochee and Telegraph Swamp are two major floodplain areas connected
to the C-43 Canal and Telegraph Creek respectively. Their storage and conveyance
capacity is represented by wide cross-sections incorporating both main canal and
floodplain features. The cross-sectional width increases with increasing water levels and
flooding occurs as the water table rises above the bank level.

Floodplain data were derived from the topographical model by comparing river
bank elevations to the surrounding surface elevations. The five-foot contour map may not
represent the areas potentially flooded by riverbank overtopping in accurately. The
approximate retention volume of the low lying areas along the river branches assumed to
be flooded is, however, sufficient to obtain flow attenuation and interaction between
inundated areas and the subsurface domain.

With emphasis on basin water balance simulations rather than detailed hydraulics
and flooding, the river model is sufficiently detailed at the coarser, regional scale.

Key calibration parameters for the MIKE11 simulation are Manning bed resistance
numbers and leakage coefficients for the exchange of water with the aquifer.

The Manning numbers applied in the MIKE11 model range from 20 to 50 m1/3/s.
From comparison of discharge time series at S-77, S-78, and S-79, it was observed that the
delay in time and the reduction in peak flows in the C-43 Canal is very limited.
Consequently, high Manning numbers were applied in this part of the system. Both
primary and secondary canals are generally kept free of vegetation.

The bed leakage coefficients were specified for each branch of the river system
and describe the hydraulic contact between the river and the aquifer. The exchange of flow
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Figure 18 Surface Water Hydraulic Structures in Caloosahatchee Basin ISGM

Figure G-18. Surface Water Hydraulic Structures in the Caloosahatchee ISGM.
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Figure 19 Example of combined weir and pump structure in MIKE11
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Figure G-19. Example of Combined Weir and Pump Structure in MIKE11.
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is described by a Darcy approximation as a function of the head gradient and the leakage
coefficient. The hydraulic contact is relatively high except for parts of the system where
organic matter and sedimentation (e.g., clays/silts) reduce the conductivity along the canal
bed lining. A uniform value of 1e-6s-1 was applied for the entire river network. The
leakage coefficient is likely to vary, but the available data has not support a physical
description.

Simulation

The computational time step applied in MIKE11 is 10 minutes. The time step has
been chosen from the time scales and numerical constraints.

Irrigation

The volume of water used for irrigation is important in determining the water
budget of the Caloosahatchee Basin. Agricultural development in the basin has lead to
increasing irrigation water demands. During dry periods, water is diverted from Lake
Okeechobee to meet this demand. In order to assess the effects of possible future imposed
restrictions on Lake Okeechobee water (Everglades restoration), in combination with
further agricultural development in the basin, a closer analysis of actual irrigation
demands is required.

The purpose of simulating irrigation is to quantify demands and describe the
effects of irrigation water allocation. The irrigation module (MIKE SHE IR) is applied in
order to accomplish the following:

• Generate spatially and temporally varying irrigation demands
depending on the simulated field conditions

• Simulate allocation of water from ground water wells, irrigation
canals or from sources outside the model area to meet the
irrigation demand

• Simulate the effects on the basin water balance

Farmers irrigate to eliminate crop water stress and thereby avoid reductions in
yield related to insufficient water supply. The feasibility of irrigating is, however, closely
linked to costs for providing water and the plant response to water stress. Optimization of
irrigation water supply in the field is often not possible due to lack of information on
actual evapotranspiration rates. Soil water content could be used as an indicator but
generally no unique criteria exist on irrigation practices with respect to timing of irrigation
and the volumes applied. The management element of the irrigation depends on the
operation of pumps and hydraulic structures at the field level. On the larger scale, little is
known on the operation of structures at each field station. Instead the irrigation module is
applied focusing on the objectives of the irrigation (i.e., to provide sufficient water for
crop transpiration). The water resources in the basin are to a large extent controlled to
achieve optimal conditions for the crop.
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Irrigated Crops

A number of different crops in the basin are irrigated. Four major crops
represented in the vegetation classification depend partially or entirely on irrigation.
Sugarcane, citrus, and truck crops (vegetables) must be irrigated to ensure profitable
agricultural production. Improved pasture areas may also be irrigated in parts of the basin,
but in general it is assumed that pasture areas are not irrigated.

Irrigated Areas

Two sources of information exist for describing which areas are considered to be
irrigated. Land use maps and SFWMD water permit coverages were applied to produce a
map of irrigated areas. Comparison reveals some discrepancies which introduces
uncertainty on the total irrigated area. The bulk of irrigated land (approximately 90
percent), however, was identified in both sets of data. The individual polygons of the
derived GIS coverage was applied to determine the extent of irrigated command areas
(i.e., areas being supplied from the same irrigation sources).

Irrigation Demand

Little data exist that document irrigation practices (i.e., when farmers start
irrigating and the actual supply rates and volumes). Field surveys conducted in the
Caloosahatchee Basin do not provide any operational rules, which may be assumed valid
for the basin in general. Irrigation demand depends on many factors and is highly variable
in time.

Calculation of irrigation demand relies on estimates of actual evapotranspiration.
This approach is based on available meteorological data and aims at calculating the
supplemental water required to maintain potential rates of evapotranspiration for the
respective crops.

The use of an integrated hydrological model, that simulates the water content in
the root zone and the actual evapotranspiration rates, offers the opportunity of an
alternative approach. By focusing on the purpose of irrigation rather than either describing
fixed rates of supply or attempting to describe the actual operation of structures at field
level, it is possible to formulate irrigation targets and determine the actual irrigation
requirement to meet those targets.

In the MIKE SHE irrigation module, the irrigation demand may either be given for
each agricultural area prior to the simulation or it may be regulated from a set of
management criteria. Some of the criteria include the following:

• Maximum allowable soil water deficit in the root zone

• Maximum allowable crop water stress (Eact/Epot )

• Prescribed time series of crop water requirements
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The first option was used for the Caloosahatchee Basin model. In the vegetation
database, the targeted upper and lower limits of the average root zone soil water content is
specified as:

Θfc - 0.1(Θfc - Θw) <  Θ < Θfc

where:

Θ is the actual mean soil water content of the root zone, Θfc and Θw are the soil water
content at field capacity and wilting point respectively. The total soil water volume
available for transpiration through plant uptake is (Θfc - Θw). Whenever the actual soil
water content reduces below 90 percent of this volume during the simulation, the
maximum allowable water deficit of the root zone is exceeded and irrigation water is
supplied. The demand is calculated as (Θfc - Θ). If available the water is allocated at
associated irrigation sources and supplied at the rate, (Θfc - Θ)/dtuz, in the following time
step of the simulation. The allowable deficit is given relative to soil properties to account
for the differences in soil properties in the model area.

The soil water content is kept close to field capacity to prevent any reduction in
actual rates of evapotranspiration due to soil water availability. To keep the soil water
content within this narrow range, irrigation water is supplied at a high frequency
corresponding to an optimized operational schedule.

Using field capacity as the soil water reference level for irrigation is considered an
appropriate approximation for citrus and truck crops, while the water table control used
for irrigation in sugarcane fields may not fully be represented. Data on the actual water
table management in the sugarcane fields were not available to support a different
approach.

Irrigation Water Allocation

The water is supplied by conjunctive use of surface water and ground water. The
availability of surface water and ground water varies in the basin. As a general rule, the
use of surface water is less costly than withdrawal of ground water. Ground water is
mainly used in areas without an irrigation canal network or when the surface water
resource is scarce.

A link between irrigation command areas (fields) and specific locations for
allocation of water was established by GIS preprocessing. Each irrigated area was
associated with a prioritized list of river locations (defined by branch name and chainage)
and/or ground water wells from where the required irrigation water volume is allocated (if
available). Limits were specified for each source in terms of a minimum river flow or
ground water potential head. At a given time, the generated demand is met by, in order of
priority, exhausting the available resource at the specified locations until sufficient water
has been provided. If the total volume of available water does not cover the demand
shortage occurs.
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A general assumption was adopted for the water allocation. First and second
priority was given to nearby irrigation canals, while third priority is given to shallow
ground water wells. Exceptions were made in areas with no irrigation canals and a large
density of irrigation ground water wells and in the eastern part of the basin where water is
pumped directly from Lake Okeechobee. The irrigation set-up was modified by SFWMD
based on water permit data. In a number of the irrigated areas, individual wells were
specified as the primary source of water.

The canal flow and storage may not be sufficient to meet irrigation demand, in
which case, it for most areas would allocate water from the aquifer. Almost all canal cross-
sections and canal bed levels were based on general assumptions relating to the canal
dimensions due to lack of surveyed data and some uncertainty with respect to which
irrigated areas are supplied from which points in the canals. Consequently, the ground
water allocation may locally be overestimated if the available water in the canals is
underestimated. As ground water tables are reduced in response to irrigation withdrawals,
the head gradients and exchange between aquifer and canals is affected.

Irrigation set-ups were developed for both 1988 and 1995 conditions (Figures
G-20 and G-21). Figure G-22 displays a screen capture of the user interface for linking
irrigated areas and irrigation sources.

Irrigation Water Distribution Method

Irrigation water may be distributed in the fields by means of the following
methods:

• Sheetflow - irrigation supplied at one location and distributed by
local overland gradient (flooding)

• Sprinkler - irrigation added to rainfall

• Drip irrigation - irrigation supplied below the canopy avoiding
interception losses

It must be stressed that the model terms used for distribution methods should be
seen in relation to the grid scale applied in the model. For MIKE SHE and any other grid-
based model, the irrigation water is uniformly distributed to represent the average
conditions of the area. Subscale variations are not represented and can only be dealt with
by adopting a finer grid resolution.

In the Caloosahatchee Basin, micro irrigation is a widespread irrigation technique,
especially in citrus groves. Micro jets are placed at the base of each tree, wetting only the
immediate surrounding area. Consequently, soil evaporation between rows is minimized.
Sugarcane areas are typically irrigated by flooding or through water table control (i.e.,
maintaining high water tables by increasing canal water levels). When water is pumped
into the field it is distributed based on the local surface slope. At the spatial scale applied
in the model, such local variation can not be described, but must be described as the
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rrigation set-ups have been developed for both 1988 and 1995 condition

 Figure 20 Irrigated Areas and Sources (1988)

Figure G-20. Irrigated Areas and Sources, 1988.
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Figure 21 Irrigated Areas and Sources (1995)

Figure G-21. Irrigation Areas and Sources, 1995.
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Figure G-22. Screen Capture of the User Interface for Linking Irrigated Areas and Irrigation
Sources.
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average of the area. The drip irrigation option was used for the entire basin. An alternative
method may be considered to describe sugarcane areas in greater detail.

Irrigation Efficiency and Conveyance Losses

To meet actual field demands water, is allocated from irrigation canals or ground
water wells.

The efficiency of the irrigation scheme is always less than 1.0, implying that water
is lost from the source to the point of application. In addition, the water distributed in the
field may not be available for crop transpiration due to a number of factors:

• the supply rate exceeds the infiltration capacity of the soil water
is lost due to overland flow or free surface evaporation

• the soil is already saturated

• water percolates below the root zone

If the soil becomes saturated when the ground water tables rise, there is no soil water
deficit in the root zone and subsequently demand and supply equals zero. Due to the
relatively high conductivities of the soils in the Caloosahatchee Basin and the frequent
supply of irrigation water, the infiltration capacity is rarely exceeded.

In each time step, the irrigation water demand is approximately equal to the water
lost from the root zone from evapotranspiration. The demand is calculated as the water
deficit below field capacity (i.e., the point where free drainage of the soil and infiltration
to the ground water occurs). On irrigated areas, the percolation to the surficial aquifer is
thus limited.

Canal conveyance losses are accounted for as canal-aquifer exchange along the
river branches included in the MIKE 11 model (all primary canals) until the irrigation
outtake points. Seepage from the canal system may occur if the head gradient is positive
from the canal towards the aquifer. This does not change the demand, but in response to
significant conveyance losses, a higher pumping rate from the C-43 Canal is required to
maintain water levels in the irrigation canal. The water seeping into the aquifers will
eventually reappear as a baseflow contribution in the downstream part of the canal system.

MODEL CALIBRATION AND VALIDATION

The Caloosahatchee Basin Integrated Surface–Ground Water model (ISGM)
covers the freshwater portion of the Caloosahatchee Basin. It is an integrated model that
includes a suite of model components that simulate overland flow, flow in rivers and
canals, flow in the unsaturated and saturated zones, evapotranspiration losses to the
atmosphere, and an extension that describes irrigation water use and its distribution.
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MIKE SHE is based on a fully-dynamic coupling between the different parts of the
hydrological cycle. It is distributed, implying that spatial and temporal variation within the
model area is accounted for. MIKE SHE is characterized as distributed and physically
based (i.e., measured field data may be entered into the model and the model parameters
have a clear physical interpretation).

The objective of the model development is to provide a modeling tool capable of
assessing the impact of the extensive conjunctive use of ground water and surface water
on the total water balance. For the model to be used for predicting effects of future
management initiatives, it must be able to simulate historical records in the basin.

The performance of the model depends on the following:

• Model conceptualization - the extent to which simplifications,
assumptions, and generalizations correspond to actual conditions

• Quantity and quality of basic input data - uncertainties associated
with measured data

• Model parameters applied - the extent to which they apply for the
model area and if they are supported by field data

• Accuracy, availability, and distribution of field calibration
references

• The numerical models ability to represent the flow processes

The calibration process is primarily aiming at obtaining a set of model parameters,
which provide a satisfactory agreement between model results and field observations. The
definition of ‘satisfactory’ is not clear, hence more objective criteria should be introduced
bearing in mind the purpose of the model. Choosing objective criteria which ensures an
accurate calibration is, however not trivial. Emphasis must be put on variables with
pronounced effect on the water balance. The Caloosahatchee Basin model was calibrated
for the period 1986-1990, a period chosen in order to represent both dry and wet
conditions.

The model validation serves to verify that the deviation between observed and
simulated values within the calibration period also applies to an independent time period.
The period 1994-1998 was selected for model validation.

The model was calibrated against available time series of observed canal
discharges and ground water heads. A wide range of outputs can be derived from the
model and apart from objective statistical based criteria the model must be evaluated
through the overall capability of representing common hydrological and physical features
of the basin (i.e. flood duration, flood extent, and irrigation water demand etc.).

It is important to stress the nonuniqueness of the final set of parameters obtained
from the calibration process. The number of parameters and their possible combinations is
high. Field data are used to limit the range of model parameters and thereby reduce the
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number of possible outcomes. Even by imposing restrictions supported by field data,
several sets of parameters may yield an acceptable calibration. Consequently, the
parameter combination used should be seen as one likely alternative.

Input Data and Model Parameters

The input data requirements and model parameters for the fully integrated MIKE
SHE model are comprehensive (Table G-12). Each component of the model applies a
range of input data types and parameters. The parameters may be physically measurable or
empirical specific to the equations solved in the model.

The conjunctive use of surface water and ground water requires a resource
assessment including both surface and subsurface domains. The calibration was

Table G-12. List of Model Input and Parameters for MIKE SHE.

Model Component Model Input Model Parameters

MIKE SHE SZ
Saturated zone flow

Geological model
(lithological information)
Boundary conditions
Drainage depth (drain
maps)
Wells and withdrawal rate

Kh, Horizontal hydraulic conductivity
Kv, Vertical hydraulic conductivity
S, confined storage coefficient
S, unconfined storage coefficient
Drainage time constant

MIKE SHE UZ
Unsaturated zone flow

Map of characteristic soil
types
Hydraulic conductivity
curves
Retention curves

Ks, Saturated hydraulic conductivity
Qs Saturated water content
Qres Residual water content
Qeff Effective saturation water content
pFc, Capillary pressure at field capacity
pFw, Capillary pressure at wilting point
n, Exponent of hydraulic conductivity curve

MIKE SHE ET
Evapotranspiration

Time series of vegetation
Leaf Area Index
Time series of vegetation
root depth

C1, C2, C3 : Empirical parameters
Cint : Interception parameter
Aroot :Root mass parameter
Kc : Crop coefficient

MIKE SHE OC
Overland and river/canal
flow (MIKE11)

Topographical map
Boundary conditions
Digitized river/canal
network
River/canal cross-
sections

M, Overland Manning number
D, Detention storage
L, Leakage coefficient
M, River/canal Manning number

MIKE SHE IRR
Irrigation module

Irrigated areas
Irrigation sources (pumps/
canals/reservoirs)
Distribution method
(sheet, sprinkler, drip)
Source capacity

Eact/Epot, crop water stress factor (target
ratio between actual and potential
evapotranspiration rates)
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consequently aimed at obtaining a satisfactory agreement for both the C-43 Canal
discharge and observed ground water heads in the shallow and deep aquifers.

The canals are the primary source of irrigation water and in the calibration process
highest priority was given to simulating the dry period canal flow; a second priority to
obtain the approximate storm peak discharges and total accumulated runoff. The lateral
contributions to river flow are overland flow, seepage between aquifer-canals, and
drainage flow. The storm discharge is dominated by overland and drainage flow
contributions. Given the limited surface slope and the relatively high infiltration capacity
of the soil, overland sheetflow only adds to the canal flow during high intensity storms.
The ground water drainage and interflow is thus important to the rising leg and recession
of the simulated hydrograph. Consequently, the calibration of surface water was focused
on the drainage response. The drainage depth and drainage time constant of areas
considered drained has been subject to changes. The drainage depth was varied between
1.6 - 4.1 ft (0.5-1.25 m). Increasing the drainage depth effectively increases the volume of
ground water discharged into the canals and thus increases the downstream peak flows.

The drainage water level was compared to root depths of the vegetation. In
cropped areas the drainage level is controlled to avoid long-term water logging that
potentially could cause damages to the crop. Conversely, the root mass distribution may
reflect the actual depth to the ground water table (i.e., development of deeper roots secures
the water uptake during droughts). In general, the drainage level should effectively drain
the ground water when the root zone is completely or partly saturated. Conversely, the
plant water uptake of water during dry periods may reduce the water tables significantly
below the drainage level. If significant drainage flow persists during dry periods, it may be
seen as an indication of too low drainage levels. As only scarce information exists for
describing the distributed drainage levels, it has been treated as a calibration parameter.

Other calibration parameters include conductivities and storage of the aquifers,
saturated hydraulic conductivity of the unsaturated soils, aquifer-canal leakage
coefficients, and Manning numbers of the river/canal. The effect of changing root depth
and LAI was also investigated.

The simulated low flow was a function of surface water diversion at S-77, storage
in the canals, the aquifer baseflow and the irrigation water outtake from the canals.
Applying small leakage coefficients reduced the aquifer baseflow and adjusting drainage
levels to minimize dry period drainage flow. The crop parameters affecting actual
evapotranspiration and corresponding irrigation demand were tested by changing the root
depth 1.6 - 4.9 ft (0.5-1.5 m). The rooting depth was not found to change the total demand
significantly in irrigated areas. The LAI (1.0-6.0) was generally not limiting the actual
evapotranspiration.
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Calibration

To test whether the selected set of model parameters applied to both dry and wet
conditions, the model was calibrated for a period including both dry and wet years
(1986-1990 ).

Field measurements constituted the primary calibration references. In the
Caloosahatchee Basin model river/canal discharges and ground water levels were used to
calibrate the model (Figures G-23, G-24, and G-25). The time series of observed
potential heads were collected as part of previous ground water flow studies for Lee,
Hendry and Glades counties. They were assigned to the deep and shallow aquifers
respectively (water table aquifer and Sandstone aquifer) from well screen information. All
of the available observation wells are located in the southern part of the model area. A
total of 12 shallow wells and 12 deep wells are found inside the model area south of
Caloosahatchee River (C-43 Canal). Calibration of ground water heads was not possible in
the remaining part of the model area due to lack of data.

Discharges were recorded at the C-43 Canal at Moore Haven, Ortona and Franklin
Lock (S-77, S-78, and S-79). Moreover discharges were measured at Canal 19 at S-342, S-
47b, and S-47d for a shorter period. The flow data at S-78 includes the total runoff from
the eastern part of the basin.

Apart from field measurements, the model may be evaluated from a more general
view using “soft calibration references”. These could include the following:

• Aerial photos of flooding

• Irrigation water demand

• Water balance

• Flow dynamics and general physical characterstics

The model results were evaluated from the general knowledge and understanding
of the model area. As no ‘hard’ data in terms of measurements were available, the
comparison between simulations and the field conditions was qualitative, implying the
overall pattern and performance of the hydrological system was verified against the
common conception of the basin hydrology.

The first phase of the Caloosahatchee Basin Integrated Surface/Ground Water
model established a regional model for the freshwater part of the basin in a 1,500-ft
computational grid. It was thus only possible to compare model results with field
conditions on the coarser scale. Hence, the lumped nature of model input and parameters
on to a 1,500-ft grid does not support interpretation on a detailed subscale level. By
decreasing the grid scale in a local model it is, however, possible to analyze the model
results in further detail. Development of detailed models was not within the scope of this
study.
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Figure 23 Observation Wells, Shallow Aquifer

Figure G-23. Observation Wells, Shallow Aquifer.
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Figure 23 Observation Wells, Shallow Aquifer

Figure 24 Observation Wells, Deep Aquifer

Figure G-24. Observation Wells, Deep Aquifer.
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Figure25 Surface flow-gauging stations

Figure G-25. Surface Flow-Gauging Stations.
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Calibration Targets

The definition of a satisfactory calibration is not very clear and depends on the
purpose of the model. Various criteria may be adopted to quantify the maximum tolerable
deviation between observed values and simulated values. When comparing time series,
statistical measures of fit between the simulated and observed variables may be
introduced. It was, however, difficult to provide predefined calibration targets tailored for
the specific purpose of the Caloosahatchee Basin model. In terms of water balance, the
ability of the model to simulate both wet and dry period conditions is required. On the
other hand, water resource problems in the basin are only seen during dry periods with
high irrigation demands, implying that low flow periods should be subject to special
attention. The formulated calibration targets have been based on general criteria and they
were not tailored to the specific purpose of the Caloosahatchee Basin model or the
availability of field data. Subsequently, they should be seen as overall guidelines.

For the ground water component of MIKE SHE, it is the objective first to simulate
average ground water potential head within the simulation period. Secondly, the range of
potential head (maximum and minimum levels) should be represented. Finally the model,
to the extent possible, should describe the full dynamics given limitations in input data.

During the project "Developing a Small Scale Integrated Surface Water and
Ground Water Model for the South Florida Hydrogeologic System" prepared for the
SFWMD by DHI, a set of improved model calibration utilities were developed. The utility
calculates statistical criteria for the deviation between observed and simulated time series
of potential head at each observation well:

• R1j: Percentage of time where the absolute value of
(RESi,j - RESstd,j) is less than 25 percent of (Hobs,max,j -
Hobs,min,j)

• R2j: Percentage of time where Hsim,i,j lies within the range
(Hobs,i,j - Hobs,std,j ; Hobs,i,j + Hobs,std,j)

• R3j: Percentage of time where Hsim,i,j lies within the range
(Hobs,min,j ; Hobs,max,j)

• R4j: Percentage of time where Hsim,i,j lies within the range
(Hobs,i,j - 1 ft ; Hobs,i,j + 1 ft)

where:

Ntime: number of observed values in a time series (i = 1,Ntime)

Nwells: number of observation wells (j = 1,Nwells)

Hobs,min,j, Hobs,max,j,Hobs,std,j: Minimum, maximum, and standard deviation of
observation time series

RESi,j: Residual (Hobs,i,j - Hsim,i,j)
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RESstd,j: Standard deviation on residuals

The R1, R2, R3, and R4 criteria are not universally valid statistical criteria, which
will ensure a satisfactory calibration in any model set-up. They do, however, represent
objective numerical criteria which may be indicative of calibration accuracy in general.

The above listed criteria were applicable to the calibration of ground water tables.
For the surface water discharges, a close agreement between observed and simulated flow
should be obtained in terms of dry period flows, peak flows, and accumulated runoff. The
calibration targets presented in Table G-13 were suggested for the river flows.

Peak flows in the C-43 Canal may not be fully captured by the model due to the
high variability in rainfall during storms compared to the density of rainfall stations and
the uncertainty of readings during storms. In terms of water balance and water shortage, it
was more important that the model simulated the recession in flows following discharges
of large volumes of storm water and the intermediate dry periods. Dry period flows were
influenced by the irrigation water demands and the control structures operated to
distribute the water. Consequently, the simulated dry period flow is indicative of the
balance between canal storage, canal flow contributions (ground water seepage and
drainage), and irrigation diversions based on simulated water demands. Short-term
fluctuations in observed daily discharge time series were attributed to operation of locks
and other hydraulic control structures. Due to the limited information on actual structure
regulation and the exact operational schedule the model could not represent such
fluctuations. Subsequently, it was the objective of the modeling to simulate low flow as
the average minimum flow within each dry period.

The requirement to simulate the accumulated flow in the main canal ensured a
correct water budget for the eastern (S-78) and the western (S-79) part of the basin.
Accumulated flows were evaluated for the entire simulation period.

Table G-13. Suggested Calibration Targets for the C-43 Canal Discharge.

Cumulative Mass
Error

Standard Deviation
of the Error

Average
Cumulative Mass

Error

West Basin Deficit
5 percent 5 days 20 percent 5 percent

30 days 10 percent

West Basin Excess
5 percent 5 days 35 percent 5 percent

30 days 15 percent

East Basin Deficit
5 percent 5 days 20 percent 5 percent

30 days 10 percent

West Basin Excess
5 percent 5 days 35 percent 5 percent

30 days 15 percent
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Primary Calibration Parameters

The hydrological regime and thus the water balance of the Caloosahatchee Basin is
characterized by relatively high rates of rainfall (approximately 60 inches/year (1,500
mm/year)) and evapotranspiration (pan evaporation of approximately 79 inches/year
(2,000 mm/year)). Evapotranspiration is the dominant factor of the water budget with or
without irrigation. The infiltration capacity of the soils is high and the net rainfall
recharges the water table aquifer. The flow in the water table aquifer is in general directed
toward the numerous canals and ditches. Due partly to the hydraulic contact between
surface water bodies and the upper aquifer sequence and partly to the hydrologic nature of
the dense drainage networks, the shallow ground water seeps into the canals.

The number of parameters and possible combinations is large for distributed
models. It is thus imperative to restrict the parameters subject to modification during the
calibration and to the extent possible, define ranges of the individual parameters applied to
obtain a successful calibration. Within each model component, the primary parameters
must be specified and parameter intervals (minimum and maximum values) are specified
from measured field data, general characteristics of the model area, and experience.

Table G-14. Primary Parameters Adjusted during Calibration.

Model Component Calibration Parameters Parameter Range

MIKE SHE SZ –
Saturated zone flow

Kh: Horizontal hydraulic
conductivity
Kv: Vertical hydraulic
conductivity
Drainage time constant

Determined from pump test
transmissivity data
< Kv/Kh < 1.0

0.00001 - 0.001 s-1

MIKE SHE UZ –
Unsaturated zone flow

pFfc, Capillary pressure at field
capacity
n, Exponent of hydraulic
conductivity curve

1.0 < pFfc < 2.0

5.0 < n < 20.0

MIKE SHE ET –
Evapotranspiration

Aroot : Root mass parameter
Kc : Crop coefficient

0.8-1.2
0.7-1.2

MIKE SHE OC –
Overland and river/canal flow
(MIKE11)

M, Overland Manning number
D, Detention storage
L, leakage coefficient
M, River/canal Manning
number

1-10 m1/3/s
0.03 ft (0.01 m)
1e-3 – 1e-7 s-1
20-30 m1/3/s

MIKE SHE IRR –
Irrigation module

Eact/Epot, crop water stress
factor (target ratio between
actual and potential
evapotranspiration rates)

.90 - 1.00
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Calibration Results

Calibration results are presented in Figures G-26 through G-31 and in Tables G-
15 and G-16.

Table G-15. Statistical Calibration Criteria, Shallow Aquifer (1986-1990).

Well ID
Record
Number

Number of
Observations

Observed
Minimum

(m)

Observed
Maximum

(m)
R1
(%)

R2
(%)

R3
(%)

R4
(%)

HE-1027 1 25 7.88 9.06 96.0 60.0 92.0 48.0

HE-1077 9 23 7.16 8.42 82.6 47.8 73.9 47.8

HE-858 16 38 5.63 6.63 23.7 5.3 18.4 13.2

HE-857 17 48 4.03 5.16 68.8 45.8 87.5 41.7

HE-852 21 38 7.70 8.74 52.6 18.4 57.9 31.6

HE-851 22 62 6.95 9.03 98.4 79.0 100.0 64.5

HE-569 23 49 6.35 7.39 81.2 39.8 71.4 63.1

HE-558 24 639 4.35 5.09 13.9 23.5 0.0 0.0

HE-554 25 48 8.55 10.13 89.6 52.1 87.5 58.0

L-727 29 1,435 3.96 5.39 24.4 8.1 11.7 7.8

L-1137 31 1,441 4.87 6.63 93.7 61.4 89.2 48.3

Table G-16. Statistical Calibration Criteria, Deep Aquifer (1986-1990).

Well ID
Record
Number

Number of
Observations

Observed
Minimum

(m)

Observed
Maximum

(m)
R1
(%)

R2
(%)

R3
(%)

R4
(%)

HE-516 1 37 2.17 4.06 97.3 75.7 100.0 48.6

HE-517 2 1,441 2.33 4.2 81.3 29.2 100.0 25.5

HE-555 4 61 4.11 7.99 67.2 59.0 100.0 34.4

HE-556 5 1,431 1.99 7.82 94.1 67.6 100.0 27.8

HE-557 6 48 2.15 4.81 95.8 72.9 100.0 33.3

HE-559 8 48 5.11 6.65 58.3 18.8 43.8 12.5

HE-560 9 50 5.87 6.92 84.0 56.0 100.0 64.0

HE-620 10 46 3.19 5.01 58.7 34.8 91.3 30.4

HE-629 11 48 4.9 5.91 16.3 12.5 33.3 14.6

HE-853 12 38 7.53 9.24 36.8 5.3 21.1 2.6

HE-1028 13 25 7.87 8.99 84.0 56.0 80.0 48.0

HE-1029 14 25 7.87 9.03 84.0 56.0 80.0 48.0

HE-1076 17 22 5.3 7.79 77.3 40.9 81.8 28.2
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Figure G-26. Simulated and Observed Potential Head in Shallow Aquifer, 1986-1990.
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Figure G-27. Simulated and Observed Potential Head in Deep Aquifer, 1986-1990.
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Figure G-28. Simulated and Observed Canal Flow (S-78), 1986-1988
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Figure G-29. Simulated and Observed Canal Flow (S-78), 1988-1990.
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Figure G-30. Accumulated Surface Discharge, 1986-1990.
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Figure G-31. Statistical Calibration Criteria, C-43 Discharge.
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Validation

The period 1994-1998 was chosen for model validation. All parameters applied in
the calibration were unchanged during validation. Significant changes in land use and an
increase in irrigated area must, however, be incorporated to properly represent the field
conditions. The validation of the model can be used to investigate if the model parameters
applied in the calibration period may be considered valid for the entire period 1986-1998.
The model is capable of simulating the ongoing land use change in the basin. The
irrigation canal network and ground water wells locations are assumed identical for the
two calibration periods implying that the irrigation canal system, but not necessarily the
irrigation water demand, is unchanged.

Due to incomplete rainfall data for the period 1996-1998, the validation only
covers the period 1994-1996. Validation results are presented in Figures G-37 through
G-45 and in Tables G-17 and G-18.
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Figure G-32. Simulated and Observed Potential Head (Shallow Aquifer), 1994-1996
Validation.
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Figure G-33. Simulated and Observed Potential Head In Deep Aquifer, 1994-1996 Validation.
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Figure G-34. Simulated and Observed Flow (S-78), 1994-1996.
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Figure G-35. Simulated and Observed Flow (S-79), 1994-1996.
G-70



CWMP Appendices Appendix G
Figure G-36. Simulated and Observed Accumulated Discharge, 1994-1996.
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Model Uncertainty

A numerical model is associated with a certain level of uncertainty. It is desirable
to quantify the uncertainty in order to interpret model results in a wider context as part of
water management. In an integrated and distributed model, it is difficult to assess the
effect of single inputs or parameters on the different results from the model. Uncertainty
should be regarded as specific to a certain output of the model (e.g., discharge or ground
water tables at a given location).

Table G-17. Statistical Calibration Criteria, Shallow Aquifer (Validation).

Well ID
Record

#
Number of

Observations

Observed
Minimum

(m)

Observed
Maximum

(m)
R1
(%)

R2
(%)

R3
(%)

R4
(%)

HE-1027 1 16 8.13 8.93 31.3 43.8 81.3 56.3

HE-1077 9 15 7.24 8.45 86.7 53.3 100.0 46.7

HE-858 16 15 5.90 6.58 53.3 13.3 26.7 33.3

HE-857 17 15 4.08 5.15 73.3 40.0 73.3 53.3

HE-852 21 15 8.01 8.78 73.3 33.3 60.0 46.7

HE-851 22 22 7.67 9.13 63.6 50.0 95.5 50.0

HE-569 23 16 6.70 7.36 18.8 43.8 68.8 56.3

HE-554 25 14 8.27 9.77 78.6 57.1 100.0 42.9

L-727 29 715 4.00 5.52 54.0 28.0 35.5 24.2

L-1137 31 679 4.92 6.77 81.7 48.7 66.7 34.9

Table G-18. Statistical Calibration Criteria, Deep Aquifer (Validation).

Well ID
Record

#
Number of

Observations

Observed
Minimum

(m)

Observed
Maximum

(m)
R1
(%)

R2
(%)

R3
(%)

R4
(%)

HE-516 1 14 2.90 3.98 78.6 57.1 92.9 57.1

HE-517 2 689 2.50 4.14 73.3 17.1 98.4 18.0

HE-555 4 22 4.11 7.99 90.9 77.3 100.0 31.8

HE-556 5 1,431 1.99 7.82 95.7 78.3 98.3 40.5

HE-557 6 15 3.20 4.72 100.0 46.7 100.0 26.7

HE-559 8 16 5.18 6.61 62.5 75.0 68.8 43.8

HE-560 9 16 5.73 6.82 37.6 62.5 62.5 56.3

HE-620 10 22 3.51 5.01 45.5 22.7 63.6 22.9

HE-629 11 15 4.82 5.75 26.7 19.4 52.1 18.3

HE-853 12 22 7.25 8.53 8.4 13.5 31.6 17.8

HE-1028 13 46 8.21 8.94 46.7 16.7 26.7 6.7

HE-1029 14 46 8.18 8.92 43.8 18.8 31.3 37.5

HE-1076 17 61 6.54 8.51 50.0 21.4 57.1 14.3
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The deviations between simulated and observed variables indicate uncertainties in
both input data and model parameters, which must be considered when interpreting model
results. To minimize uncertainty, comparisons between effects of various water
management scenarios should be conducted in terms of relative changes rather than
absolute values. When interpreting the model results of a scenario relative to a base
scenario (i.e. the difference between two sets of simulation results), the uncertainty
originating from the approximate agreement between calibrated model results and field
data, is minimized.

Sensitivity Analysis

The purpose of a sensitivity analysis is to determine model parameters and model
inputs, which are of primary importance to the model results. Input data or parameters,
which are considered crucial to the model results, may be varied to quantify their effect on
specific model results. By carrying out a series of model runs varying the parameter or
input data within given ranges a general overview of the models sensitivity is established.
If the model results are particularly sensitive to a specific parameter or input type the
model results should accordingly be interpreted with the uncertainty associated with this
particular parameter.

The Caloosahatchee Basin ISGM was applied to estimate the water budget and the
stress on the resource caused by irrigation. Looking at the overall water balance, it was
clear that evapotranspiration accounts for the largest water loss from the model area. It
was thus essential to simulate the actual evapotranspiration. Accurate calculation of actual
evapotranspiration depended both on the input data and the model parameters.

Conclusions

The Caloosahatchee Basin ISGM was calibrated and validated against time series
of observed potential head and the C-43 Canal discharge at S-78 and S-79. The ground
water observation wells are all located in the southern part of the model area. The
discharge at S-78 includes the runoff from the eastern part of the basin and S-79 includes
runoff from the entire model area.

The simulated C-43 Canal flow at S-78 is close to measurements with respect to
low flow, accumulated runoff, and peak flows. At S-79, the low flow simulated by the
model is generally over estimated. The absolute deviation is between 0 to 10 m3/s, while
the relative deviation may be high during dry periods when the measured flow approaches
zero. The relative measures (accumulated for five days and 30 days respectively) show
that dry period flow deviation fluctuates. The highest relative deviations are higher than
the calibration targets. It may be indicative of not only calibration accuracy but also
uncertainty in low flow measurements applying rating curves. The canal flow calibration
criteria based on relative deviation should be considered in connection with the absolute
differences.
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The model describes the increase and subsequent recession in river flow, but the
absolute peak level is either underestimated or more often overestimated at some rainfall
events. This is, however, partly attributed to limitations in input data and apparently too
high drainage flow at some storm events. Comparing rainfall, Lake Okeechobee releases,
and the measured river flows, it is observed that high river flows are apparently not always
driven by rainfall and boundary inflow. This indicates that the rainfall station network may
not be sufficient to describe all events or that the flow measurement is not complete.

During parts of the calibration period the simulated hydrographs at S-78 and S-79
are very close to the observed. The model describes very accurately the basin runoff
(1986, 1987, and partly 1988). For other periods, clear deviations are seen. With the
applied set of parameters, the model is thus capable of capturing runoff for the simulation
period in general, while deviations are observed for shorter durations. Further adjustment
of parameters to simulate single storm events may thus have adverse effects for the
remaining part of the period.

No data exist to describe gradual changes in the basin (e.g., canal network or land
use) during the simulation period. The effects of ongoing changes cannot be addressed as
part of calibration.

The simulated ground water potential heads of the shallow aquifer correspond very
well to the observed time series with respect to average ground water level. The dynamics
is not entirely captured by the model at all observation well locations. This applies
especially to some observation wells in the deep aquifer. One reason for the lack of water
table fluctuation is drainage. Drainage levels are specified for areas assumed drained.
When the ground water table rises above the drainage level, the ground water volume is
routed to receiving points in the basin. Receiving points could be depressions, wetlands, or
canals. Consequently, the drainage level reduces the maximum level of the ground water
table.

Figure G-37 shows observed and simulated potential heads at two locations where
observations exist for both aquifers. The deep aquifer is more dynamic than the shallow
aquifer. The most likely reason for the head fluctuations in the deep aquifer is drawdown
from nearby wells. The low potential heads do not seem to affect the head of the shallow
aquifer, which indicates that the vertical hydraulic conductivity is very low. As withdrawal
data for individual wells are not available, it is not possible to simulate the local
drawdowns. The examples show that the simulation of deep aquifer head fluctuations can
only be simulated by including individual wells and withdrawal rates in the model, and not
by further calibration of hydraulic properties.

The average level of simulated deep ground water potential heads corresponds to
observed levels with the exception of two locations, where the deviation is more than five
feet. The deeper ground water table is less dynamic than the shallow ground water table
and the model generally simulates the maximum and minimum levels accurately. The
dynamics is underestimated at a few locations. The statistical criteria show that some
wells do not meet all the calibration targets (R1 - R4 to be satisfied for 75 percent of the
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Figure G-37. Comparison of Potential Heads in Shallow and Deep Aquifer (m).
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simulation period). The R4 criteria is not met for the wells in general, even at wells where
a visual evaluation of the simulated and observed values suggest a close agreement.

The validation period serves to establish whether the model parameters derived
during calibration are generally valid. Due to significant changes in cropped areas the land
use and irrigation set-up must be modified from the calibration to the validation. The
validation period is compared to the calibration period characterized by more frequent
releases of water from Lake Okeechobee. The changes will test the versatility of model
parameters given different conditions.

As for the calibration period, the river discharge is occasionally underestimated at
peak flows while the dry period flow is simulated to the highest attainable level. No
alteration in ground water levels is seen and the model simulates the average level and
partly the dynamics at most shallow aquifer observation wells. The difference between
simulated and observed time series of potential head in the deep aquifer varies. A close
agreement is found at some locations while significant deviation is found at others.

No systematic changes in the simulated values compared to observed values are
found, which indicate that the calibration parameters may be assumed valid for other
periods, including future predictions.

The success of model calibration must be seen in connection with the uncertainties
in input data. When formulating the targeted maximum deviation, it must be compared to
the uncertainty in input and calibration data and the complexity of the hydrological
system.

Given the available field data and the general basin characteristics, the calibration
and validation is considered satisfactory. The calibration reflects that priority was given to
simulate the surface domain and the upper part of the aquifer system with emphasis on dry
period conditions.

To minimize the uncertainty of model simulations in relation to impact analysis, it
is recommended that model results are interpreted in terms of changes relative to a base
case scenario.

MODEL RESULTS

Water Balance

Total Water Balance

The water balance is an essential result of the modeling. It provides information on
available resources and demands in the basin.
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Overall water balance figures covering the entire basin and several years of
simulation may not properly describe the large temporal and spatial variations in water
availability and demand.

Consequently, the flow and storage in the surface water and ground water is
insufficient to meet the demand and water is released from Lake Okeechobee. To reduce
the need for Lake Okeechobee water, it is necessary to store an additional water volume
and make it available for irrigation.

MIKE SHE incorporates both surface and subsurface flow and a total water
balance for the Caloosahatchee Basin may be extracted from the simulation results. Water
balance may be extracted for: the following:

• The entire basin or subbasins

• The entire simulation period or any period within it

• A total water balance including all model components or specific
components (e.g., ground water)

The water balance for the entire basin or subbasins can be formulated as follows:
P – E = (QS,out -QS,Okee) + (QG,out-QG,in)+ DS + R

where:

P is rainfall, E is evapotranspiration, QS,Okee is surface water inflow (release from Lake
Okeechobee into the C-43 Canal), QS,out is Surface water flow out of the model area
(Okeechobee release and basin runoff), QG,in is ground water flow into the model area,
QG,out is ground water flow out of the model area, DS is the change in storage of surface
water, unsaturated zone and ground water (DSs+ DSuz+ DSsz), and R is the external sink/
sources (e.g., irrigation water supplied directly from outside the model area).

Irrigation is not added as a sink-term in the above equation. Water diverted from
canals or abstracted from the ground water is used internally and will add to the actual rate
of evapotranspiration. Additional water losses due to irrigation will thus be represented by
a higher evapotranspiration in the total water balance.

What is of particular interest in the Caloosahatchee Basin model, is the proportion
of water discharged at S-79 originating from Lake Okeechobee and from basin runoff,
respectively.

The water balance for the calibration period 1986-1990 shows that
evapotranspiration losses account for approximately 90 percent of the rainfall in the
basin. There is a net outflow from both river and ground water. The storage change from
wet to dry years is quite small. Despite the use of irrigation water, there is an additional
storage available every year.
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Annual water balances may be supplemented by water balances for shorter periods
focusing on dry conditions.

Canal Water Balance

The river discharge is the sum of the upstream flow boundary at S-77 and the basin
runoff. The basin runoff is separated into three individual terms describing the exchange
with aquifers, overland sheetflow and ground water drain flow. Ground water drainage is
the dominant contribution during wet periods and it determines the peak flows. The
seepage into the river from the aquifers is controlled by the water level gradient.
Consequently, the baseflow is almost constant at normal river water levels. During storms
the aquifer is recharged when the river water level rises. The overland sheetflow
contribution is insignificant and is only seen at storms.

Irrigation

Irrigation demand and supply was calculated for each computational node of the
irrigated areas. Results may be extracted either as time series for each irrigated grid or as
maps for the entire model area at a given date.

Total Basin Irrigation

The simulated irrigation demand may be retrieved as time series for the individual
computational cells or as a total for all irrigated land (Figure G-38).

The irrigation demand is clearly controlled by rainfall and evapotranspiration
(Table G-20). The demand increases significantly in dry periods and approximately
equals the potential evapotranspiration rate. As the demand is directly linked to the soil
water content, infiltration following rainfall events causes a decrease in irrigation demand.

External sources include water pumped directly from Lake Okeechobee or ground
water withdrawn from deep aquifers not represented in the model (Floridan aquifer).

If the supply from canals, wells and external sources is summed up it is slightly
less than the total demand, which is an indication of shortage during the simulation period.

Table G-19. Total Water Balance for the Calibration Period, 1986-1990 (inches, mm).

Year P E QS out - QS Okee QG out - QG in DS+R

1986 51 (1,286) 47 (1,190) 3 (79) 1 (19) 0 (-2)

1987 60 (1,512) 48 (1,213) 9 (238) 1 (14) 2 (47)

1988 49 (1,232) 47 (1,182) 2 (43) 1 (15) 0 (-8)

1989 48 (1,228) 44 (1,130) 4 (89) 1 (14) 0 (-5)

Total 208 (5,258) 186 (4,715) 18 (448) 3 (62) 1 (32)
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Figure G-38. Time Series of Total Irrigation Demand, Rainfall and Potential Et, (1986-1990)
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Shortage is not a common phenomenon in the Caloosahatchee Basin model and occurs
only in restricted areas for short periods of time.

The distributed mean actual evapotranspiration for the Caloosahatchee Basin
model shows a clear increase in areas which are irrigated (Figure G-39). In wet
nonirrigated areas (e.g., Telegraph Creek Catchment in the northwestern part of the model
area), the rates are kept higher due to free water surface evaporation and higher root zone
soil water content.

Field Scale Irrigation

The irrigation module simulates irrigation demand, irrigation supply, unsaturated
zone flow, and ground water recharge in every grid cell in the model (Figure G-40).
Depending on the land use and the local conditions, the irrigation supply varies in both
time and space.

Irrigation Demand and Canal Discharge

The canal discharges and water levels are affected by the allocation of water for
irrigation. The dry period flow at S-79 clearly shows the effect of diversions to the
irrigation canals. The volume released from Lake Okeechobee in dry periods is gradually
used for irrigation as it flows through the C-43 Canal.

CONCLUSIONS

A highly advanced and comprehensive integrated hydrological model was
developed for the Caloosahatchee Basin based on the MIKE SHE modeling system. The
model includes subsurface flow in terms of ground water and unsaturated zone flow,
surface water in terms of overland and canal flow, and a fully dynamic coupling between
the components of the model. Furthermore, a fully distributed irrigation module was
applied linking irrigated land and irrigation sources in the basin. Meteorological data,
topographical data, soil physical data, land cover data, vegetation data, hydrogeological

Table G-20. Summary of Simulated Hydrology on Irrigated Areas, 1986-1990.

Crop

Rainfall
[inches]
[(mm)]

Potential
ET

[inches]
[(mm)]

Actual
ET

[inches]
[(mm)]

Irrigation
Water

Demand
[inches]
[(mm)]

Irrigation
Canal

Supply
[inches]
[(mm)]

Irrigation
GW

Supply
[inches]
[(mm)]

External
Supply
[inches]
[(mm)]

Citrus
211

(5,356)
232

(5,888)
222

(5,650)
138

(3,504)
67

(1,698)
65

(1,653)
0

(0)

Sugarcane
188

(4,787)
226

(5,742)
216

(5,491)
128

(3,890)
110

(2,803)
0

(0)
15

(382)

Truck Crops
199

(5,066)
232

(5,904)
228

(5,781)
145

(3,679)
91

(2,312)
48

(1,226)
4

(98)
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Figure G-39. Simulated Mean Actual Evapotranspiration, 1986-1990.
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Figure G-40. Irrigation and ET in Irrigated (Citrus) Area.
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data, canal and hydraulic structure data, and irrigation permit data were used to establish
the model.

The hydrology of the basin was conceptualized prior to developing the
Caloosahatchee Basin ISGM. Due to the complex hydrology of the basin, the model scale
(1,500 ft) and the quantity of available field data, a simplified description was adopted.
While attempting to maintain the major flow processes of the basin, the model was
developed to simulate the fully dynamic flow and exchange comprising of the following:

• Ground water (4 layer geological model and two layer
computational model)

• Unsaturated zone (5 characteristic soil columns)

• Evapotranspiration (10 characteristic vegetation cover classes)

• Overland flow (fully distributed controlled by overland water
level and slope)

• Canals (primary irrigation and drainage canals including major
hydraulic structures)

• Irrigation (irrigated areas and the conjunctive use of surface and
ground water)

Calibration

As discussed in Conclusions section, the model was calibrated against surface
water discharges and ground water heads in the upper and lower aquifer, respectively. The
accuracy of the calibration was evaluated from the models ability to describe the average
ground water heads and canal flows and secondly the dynamics.

The mean low flow of the C-43 Canal was simulated with a small absolute
deviation while the relative error is high as the flow approaches zero. Peak flows are
generally well described by the model.

The mean ground water potential heads of the shallow and deep aquifer were
simulated by the model. The ground water dynamics is, however, underestimated for some
of the deeper observation wells.

The model does not meet the calibration targets for the entire simulation period or
for all calibration references.

Given the quantity of input data, the calibration is satisfactory. The model
calibration accuracy must be evaluated against the uncertainty of input data and the
complexity of the Caloosahatchee Basin hydrology. To obtain a closer agreement between
observations and simulation further data must be provided.
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Possible Model Improvements

In the development of the ISGM model the available field data were utilized. The
developed model must be comprehensive to describe the dynamics and interactions of the
basin hydrology. A number on general assumptions and approximations are necessary, in
any model application, due to conceptualization, limitation in available input data, and
distribution of model parameters.

When focusing on input data, the most critical shortcomings are found in the
following areas:

River Flow and Water Levels

Data for cross-sections, floodplains, and hydraulic structures were sufficient to
simulate the overall runoff and water levels in the basin. As the input data to a large extent
is based on approximate data, an accurate description of canal hydraulics and flood extent
is not possible. On the local scale, more data must be provided to obtain reliable flood
mapping and detailed simulation of water levels and flows.

The Ground Water Model

The ground water model includes two numerical layers and four geological layers
based on geological interpretation of previous model work. If additional lithological data
are collected and reinterpreted, the geological model may be extended and refined.
Although hydraulic parameters are not available for each layer a further subdivision is
likely to improve the accuracy of simulated heads.

The ground water drainage component is important to the model results. It is
desirable to provide a consistent method of transferring field data (e.g., density and depth
of tertiary canal system to drainage depths and drainage time constants).

Irrigation Description

The irrigation description based on simulated water demands is seen as highly
suitable for the Caloosahatchee Basin. Uncertainties are related to which areas should be
considered irrigated, what are their primary and secondary sources, and if the distribution
method applied is representative for all crops (e.g., sugarcane). Comparing different
methods for calculating irrigation water demands and field measurements to the model
results is important in determining if the adopted description should be refined.

Furthermore, crop specific evapotranspiration rates are desirable to reduce
uncertainties in total evapotranspiration losses and generated irrigation demands.
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Model Applicability

The Caloosahatchee Basin ISGM was developed to assist in water management of
the Caloosahatchee Basin. The model was found to simulate the water use and the water
budget with sufficient accuracy to be used for impact assessments focusing on future
development incorporating management initiatives to improve the water resources
situation in the basin.

The ISGM model incorporated both surface water and ground water and allows
impact assessment of a wide range of management options (e.g., storage of surface water
in reservoirs).

Considering the calibration accuracy it is advisable to minimize the uncertainty by
interpreting the relative changes between a base case scenario and various alternative
management scenarios.
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Appendix H
FRESHWATER INFLOW OF THE

CALOOSAHATCHEE ESTUARY AND THE
RESOURCE BASED METHOD FOR EVALUATION

R.H. Chamberlain and P.H. Doering
South Florida Water Management District

ABSTRACT

The Caloosahatchee River is the major source of fresh water for the
Caloosahatchee Estuary and southern Charlotte Harbor aquatic environment.
Development of an intricate system of canals within the basin, in conjunction with
regulatory discharges from Lake Okeechobee, has resulted in a drastic alteration in
freshwater inflow to this ecosystem. The resulting large fluctuations of salinity and water
quality can adversely impact estuarine biota. This paper will describe: (1) important
physical and hydrologic features of the Caloosahatchee Estuary and the potential
environmental problems associated with extremes of high and low freshwater inflows; and
(2) the South Florida Water Management District's (SFWMD) resource-based strategy for
establishing an optimum distribution of freshwater inflows (quantity) in order to provide a
suitable salinity range (envelope) for a healthy ecosystem.

SITE DESCRIPTION

The Caloosahatchee River bisects its basin and now functions as a primary canal
(C-43) that conveys basin runoff and regulatory releases from Lake Okeechobee (Figure
H-1a). The canal has undergone a number of alterations to facilitate increased freshwater
discharge, including channelization, bank stabilization, and the addition of three lock and
dam structures. The final downstream structure, Franklin Lock and Dam (S-79),
demarcates the beginning of the estuary. This structure maintains two specified water
levels upstream, discharges fresh water into the estuary, and acts as a barrier to salinity and
tidal action, which historically extended upstream to the LaBelle area.

The Caloosahatchee Estuary and associated subbasin downstream of S-79 drains
about 1,200 km2 (Figure H-1a). The estuary length is approximately 42 kilometers (km)
from S-79 to Shell Point. The City of Fort Myers is located about half way down the
estuary on the south shore, whereas, the City of Cape Coral is on the north shore. Water
leaving the Caloosahatchee Estuary passes Shell Point and enters San Carlos Bay, which is
at the confluence of Pine Island Sound, Matlacha Pass to the north, and the Gulf of
Mexico (Figure H-1b). Most of the fresh water that enters southern Charlotte Harbor
comes into San Carlos Bay from the Caloosahatchee Estuary. Much of this fresh water
normally leaves the system by moving south under the Sanibel Causeway to the Gulf of
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Figure H-1. a.) Caloosahatchee River and Estuary System; b.) Caloosahatchee Estuary and
Location of Five Conductivity (Salinity) Sensors.
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Mexico (Goodwin, 1996). However, when freshwater inflows are high, some of this fresh
water is pushed by Gulf of Mexico tides up into Pine Island Sound and Matlacha Pass.

The estuary width between S-79 and Shell Point is irregular, ranging from 160 m
in the channelized upper portion of the estuary to 2,500 meters (m) downstream
(Scarlatos, 1988). The narrow portion extends about 12 km downstream from S-79 to
Beautiful Island and has an average depth of about 6 m, while the overall mean depth of
the estuary in the section downstream of Beautiful Island is 1.5 m (Scarlatos, 1988).

The Orange River enters the estuary just upstream of Beautiful Island (Figure H-
1b). Although it is the only substantial tributary downstream of S-79, it contributes only a
very small amount of the total fresh water entering the ecosystem (Scarlatos, 1988;
Bierman, 1993). The Orange River is probably most famous for the large number of
manatees in the winter that seek the warm water effluent from the Florida Power and Light
Power Plant.

An important estuarine feature of this area is the submerged aquatic grass,
Vallisneria americana (tape grass), which normally is located near the shoreline to a depth
of 0.5-1 m. Its greatest coverage occurs from Beautiful Island to just past the Fort Myers
bridges (Figure H-1b). However, this distribution varies as controlling environmental
factors (such as salinity and light penetration) change with the amount of fresh water input
(Chamberlain et al., 1996; Hoffacker, 1994). The presence of V. americana is associated
with a greater density of benthic invertebrates and offers habitat, protection, and foraging
sites for many fish and invertebrates, including juvenile blue crabs. Manatees also have
been observed in the grass beds, indicating this area might be an important feeding
location close to a warm water refuge. However, during times of extended low to no
inflow conditions, when salinity may be too high, this grass becomes very sparse and can
disappear completely.

At the downstream end of the system, sparse to moderately dense beds of the
seagrass, Halodule wrightii (shoal grass), extend up from San Carlos Bay to nearly the
Cape Coral Bridge (Figure H-1b). Like V. americana, it is restricted to the shoreline
margins and represents a valued ecosystem component of the estuary.

The last substantial upriver oyster reef also exists near the mouth at Shell Point.
Historical accounts of the river suggest that oysters were once a more prominent feature in
this area. Sackett (1888) described difficulty surveying channels through oyster bars that
obstructed the lower portion of the river between Redfish Point (river km 10) and Punta
Rassa, where the Sanibel Causeway now connects to the mainland. The reduction in
oyster coverage in this portion of the estuary was largely due to shell mining, altered
freshwater inflow, and changes in hydrodynamics, which was probably exacerbated as the
oyster bars were physically removed.

San Carlos Bay's dominant biological features are its numerous mangrove islands
and many kilometers of mangrove shoreline, which are often closely associated with
seagrass flats. Small oyster bars also are plentiful. These features provide a physical
structure for a diverse population of aquatic organisms (Chamberlain et al., 1996), and
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function as both a source of food and a place to feed and seek protection. Because of its
biotic richness and aesthetic appeal, San Carlos Bay supports a wide variety of
recreational and fishery activities with significant economic value, which must be
considered along with agriculture and other upland interests when developing future water
management policies.

When alterations to the natural system are made without adequate environmental
consideration, the resulting physical and hydrologic changes in the estuary can have an
adverse impact on the ecosystem and economy of the region. This was demonstrated by
the previously described decline in oysters and again in the middle 1960s, when the S-79
Structure became operational, the Okeechobee Waterway was excavated through the
estuary and the construction of the Sanibel Causeway was completed. These actions
combined to convey more colored fresh water downstream and then restrict its natural exit
to the Gulf of Mexico. Soon after the causeway was constructed, the previously
flourishing bay scallop (Argopectin irradians) industry in this region collapsed, which the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (1960) predicted would occur due to lower salinity. Twenty
years later, the Florida Department of Natural Resources (Harris et al., 1983) reported a
significant decrease in seagrass cover in deeper areas, probably at least partially caused by
a decrease in light penetration related to an increased amount of colored water.

Freshwater Inflow

When the magnitude of fresh water entering the estuary through S-79 from both
the basin and Lake Okeechobee is evaluated for the period of record from 1966-1990, the
greatest frequency of mean monthly inflows are in the 0-300 cubic feet per second (cfs)
range (Figure H-2). The overall mean monthly inflow was in the 900-1,200 cfs range for
this period of record. Since 1990, there has been an increase in the frequency of mean
monthly flows in the high flow categories.

The long-term (1966-1994) mean daily discharge through S-79 (from the basin
only, as well as from all sources combined) usually falls between 300 cfs and about 3,000
cfs, with lower discharge occurring during the dry season (Figure H-3). There also are
high and low flow periods within each of the two seasons. This is largely related to the
source of the water: Lake Okeechobee accounts for only about 25 percent, and rainfall
runoff from the basin normally contributes the remaining 75 percent of the total discharge
through S-79 during the wet season. If these percentages were constant throughout the
year, then total daily discharge would be much lower in the dry season than depicted in
Figure H-3 (closer to the basin only trend). However, the actual percent contribution in
the dry season of basin-only discharge is much less. This is due to the occasional
regulatory discharges from Lake Okeechobee, which are most likely to occur during the
dry season in order to lower the lake by the beginning of the hurricane (wet) season in
June.

Daily and even monthly average inflow can be highly variable. To illustrate this
point more clearly, Figure H-4 compares daily wet season inflow in 1995 with the long-
term average. If 300 and 2,800 cfs are used to bracket the normal daily wet season inflow
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Figure H-2. Frequency of Mean Monthly Flow (cubic feet per second) from S-79 during the
Period 1966-1990.

Figure H-3. Average Daily Freshwater Discharge (cubic feet per second) to the
Caloosahatchee Estuary through S-79 during the Period 1966-1994 (n=29 for
each day) Both Total (Lake Okeechobee plus basin) Discharge and Basin
Discharge Depicted. Wet Season (day 121-304) and Dry Season (day 305-129)
Indicated.
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range, then flows in 1995 began below 300 cfs, bounced above 2,800 cfs several times,
then remained well above normal (7,000- 17,000 cfs) during the later portion of the wet
season. This was largely because of uncharacteristic wet season releases from the lake.
Without the lake releases, S-79 daily discharges would have returned twice to the
bracketed range and some measure of normal salinity could have returned to the lower
estuary.

Salinity

Many agencies, including SFWMD, have periodically sampled salinity in the
estuary. The earliest records are prior to the completion of S-79 (Phillips and Springer,
1960; Gunter and Hall, 1962). Most of the historical collection efforts were for a short
duration, usually at least a month apart and at different locations. In 1992, the District
installed five continuous temperature and salinity sensors along the longitudinal axis of
the estuary from S-79 to the Sanibel Causeway (Figure H-1b). These sensors collect data

Figure H-4. a.) Average Daily Freshwater Discharge (cubic feet per second) to the
Caloosahatchee Estuary through S-79 during the Wet Season (May- October)
1966- 1994 (n=29), and b.) 1995 only. Both Total (Discharge at S-79: Lake
Okeechobee Plus the Basin) and the Basin Discharge Depicted.
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every 15 minutes at 20 and 80 percent of the mean water depth, then store it until retrieval
via cellular telephone. The continuous data allow water managers and researchers to view
salinity throughout the system at any time and for any period of time. For example, Figure
H-5 displays the average daily salinity from those recorders for the 1995 wet season
discussed earlier. As expected, the large inflow that year and high variability in discharge
resulted in major changes in salinity. This can be best seen at Shell Point where salinity
declined from full strength seawater (> 35 part per thousand [ppt]) to nearly freshwater
conditions (< 5 ppt). Even farther downstream, Sanibel Causeway demonstrated a similar
trend.

Ecosystem Research and Management

Discharge and salinity vary naturally in an estuary and exert a profound influence
on the survival and distribution of estuarine organisms, especially early life stages (Pattilo
et al., 1997). The importance of freshwater inflow to estuaries has been suggested to
derive from the following:

1. The input of nutrients and organic matter for an adequate food
supply

2. Protection from predation by more mature life stages that can't
tolerate lower salinity or can't find prey in the naturally turbid
estuarine waters

3. The range of salinity conditions available for a variety of organ-
isms with different requirements for growth and development

4. The regulation of larval transport and retention

However, excessive variation in salinity can maintain estuarine biota in a constant
flux between those favoring higher salinity and those favoring lower salinity (Bulger et
al., 1990). At the extreme, appropriate salinity conditions do not last long enough for
organisms to complete their life cycle and the estuary can become devoid of some self-
sustaining populations and communities.

Proper management of water entering the estuary via the S-79 Structure is the
predominant requirement for a healthy Caloosahatchee Estuary because the volume of
fresh water passing through S-79 from the basin and Lake Okeechobee overwhelms any
other source. Therefore, SFWMD initiated an ongoing research program in 1985 to (1)
address impacts of basin and lake water management on the estuary; and (2) establish
freshwater inflow limits and water quality targets for the estuary to guide future upriver
activities.

The proper quantity will be defined by determining the optimum range of
freshwater inflow that protects key biota. Key species, or valued ecosystem components,
sustain ecological structure and function by providing food, living space, refuge, and
foraging sites for other desirable species in the estuary. Oysters and submerged aquatic
vegetation (SAV), such as the seagrass and tape grass described earlier, are considered key
species in the Caloosahatchee Estuary research program. Therefore, it is assumed that
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Figure H-5. Salinity in the Caloosahatchee Estuary during the 1995 Wet Season (Data
Collected Using Continuous Conductivity Recorders).
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limits of water quantity and quality that protect and enhance oyster and SAV productivity
will lead to a healthy and diverse estuarine ecosystem. Bottom invertebrates, SAV,
plankton (including larval fish and algae), and water quality have been sampled during
various inflows and salinity conditions since 1986 to verify this assumption and to assess
impacts of basin and lake water management. More recently, field and laboratory
experiments are focusing on seagrass salinity tolerances to better understand their inflow
limits. In the future, development of more sophisticated mathematical models will better
predict salinity and water quality at locations along the estuarine gradient based on
freshwater inflows. Thereafter, biota requirements for salinity, water quality, and habitat at
key locations can be related to the inflows that match these requirements, based on model
output, in order to determine the optimum inflow range. Finally, methods for assessing
strategies and implementation success will be required. These methods will include
biological monitoring, remote sensing techniques to detect change, and the acquisition of
instantaneous (real time) information of environmental indicators such as salinity. This
real time information will be necessary for water managers to understand the potential
environmental impact to the estuary when they consider adjusting inflows to meet water
supply and flood protection requirements. Development of real time management
capability has already begun with the installation of the five continuous salinity sensors.

To date, a steady state computational model of salinity versus mean monthly flow
has been developed by Bierman (1993). Mean monthly flow was determined as acceptable
for initial evaluation because it adequately represents the approximate expected residence
time for a variety of flow regimes observed in the system (Figure H-6). The results of
Bierman's model (1993) along with historical salinity samples have been used to plot
salinity versus distance down the estuary for a suite of selected mean monthly flow levels
(Figure H-7). Model output indicates the entire range of salinity (0 to > 35 ppt) is
represented when discharge is around 500 cfs. In essence, this discharge provides a
desirable salinity somewhere for all organisms. A well represented range of salinity
probably occurs up to about 1,000 cfs. However, when mean monthly discharges drop
below about 250 cfs for extended periods of time, salinity climbs so high that it excludes
the lower salinity ranges, which can adversely affect those plants and animals that exist in
the upper estuary. During the other extreme, almost the entire estuary turns to fresh water
when inflows exceed 4,500 cfs. Large mean monthly flows above 4,500 cfs can
physically displace a large portion of the planktonic organisms and force pelagic species
to seek their required conditions downstream in possibly a less desirable area. An
extended period of depressed salinity throughout the system also can cause mortality of
many bottom, nonmobile species. If this kind of perturbation is frequent, then
establishment of a viable estuarine community of desirable species may be impossible in
many portions of the system.

The salinity tolerance of several key estuarine organisms was determined from
field surveys (Chamberlain et al., 1996) and literature values. Their area of distribution in
the Caloosahatchee Estuary was then overlaid on top of the salinity vs. discharge graph
(Figure H-7) to illustrate the District's resource-based management approach for
estimating the proper freshwater inflow quantity (envelope). For example, if V. americana
requires salinity < 10 ppt to remain dense enough to provide habitat for other organisms
(Batiuk et al., 1992; Day, et al. 1989; Twilly and Barko, 1990; Chamberlain et al., 1996),
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Figure H-6. The Amount of Time (days) Required to Move a Particle of Water from S-79 to
Shell Point, due to Freshwater Flow from S-79 (Hydraulic Residence Time).

Adapted from Bierman, 1993

Figure H-7. Projected Longitudinal Salinity Distribution in the Caloosahatchee Estuary for
Selected Mean Monthly Inflow Volumes from S-79 (Bierman, 1993). Literature
reported tolerence limits for Vallisneria americana, Halodule wrightii, and Oysters
Indicated with Estimated Current Spatial Distribution.
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and if we desire to maintain it in this state down to Edison Bridge, then a minimum
discharge of about 500 cfs will be needed. At the other end, if shoal grass and oysters can't
tolerate salinity below about 4 ppt for an extended time (McMahan, 1968; Cake, 1983),
and it is desired to continue having them viably distributed up to the Cape Coral Bridge
area, then the maximum mean monthly discharge should not exceed about 2,500 cfs.

This represents a simplification of the approach, but serves to communicate the
concept, which is the basis for the SFWMD research. The biological effects from
freshwater input are felt directly (salinity) and indirectly (e.g. pulses of nutrients and
organic material). To reduce uncertainty, the final target limits for the key species and
other biota sampled will consider both types of impacts. Further analysis of monitoring
efforts, and completion of experimental research, will lead to more sophisticated
predictive models (SFWMD, 1995).
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Appendix I
PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE OF OPTIMUM

FRESHWATER INFLOW TO THE
CALOOSAHATCHEE ESTUARY: A RESOURCE-

BASED APPROACH

R.H. Chamberlain and P.H. Doering
South Florida Water Management District

ABSTRACT

In the Caloosahatchee Estuary, establishing a suitable salinity environment is the
most basic prerequisite for promoting estuarine biota in this system. The South Florida
Water Management District (SFWMD) has adopted a resource-based research strategy
with the intent of prescribing an acceptable freshwater discharge distribution within the
salinity tolerance range of key estuarine species. To test this approach, submerged aquatic
vegetation were selected as key species. This paper presents preliminary results and
recommends a provisional inflow distribution.

INTRODUCTION

The Caloosahatchee River (C-43 Canal) and Estuary (Figure I-1) have been
drastically altered to convey more basin runoff and regulatory releases from Lake
Okeechobee. These changes have caused large fluctuations in freshwater inflow volume;
frequency of inflow events; timing of discharges; and water quality in the downstream
estuary. Therefore, the SFWMD initiated a long-term research program in 1985 to
quantify the impacts of freshwater inflow from the Franklin Lock and Dam (Structure
S-79) on downstream estuarine organisms. The resource-based management approach of
this program seeks to define limits for freshwater inflow which provide a suitable salinity
and water quality environment for key species. To test this research strategy, submerged
vascular plants have been selected as key species.

One aspect of the estuarine research has been field monitoring of water quality and
biota during a wide range of discharge events. The purpose of this paper is to report
preliminary results of the relationship between freshwater inflow, salinity, submerged
aquatic vegetation (SAV), and other estuarine species. These results are based on analysis
of field monitoring efforts, in order to accomplish the following:

1. Establish provisional limits for the quantity of fresh water
discharged to the estuary via S-79
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2. Examine one of the major assumptions of the resource-based
approach; that environmental conditions suitable for key
species also will be suitable for other important biota

METHODS

A computational salinity model developed by Bierman (1993) for the
Caloosahatchee Estuary was employed to mathematically define the influence of various
freshwater inflows on salinity every 2 kilometers upstream from Shell Point to S-79.
Modeling results compared freshwater inflow influence on the preferred salinity and
distribution of SAV and other biota, which were determined from field sampling and the
literature. The model also determined that salinity downstream to Shell Point is dependent
(97 percent) on inflow from S-79 and that during average inflow conditions (~1,000 cubic
feet per second [cfs]) the hydraulic residence time averages about one month. Therefore,
for this report, freshwater discharge to the estuary is considered in terms of mean monthly
inflow from S-79.

Field observations of Vallisneria americana by Hoffacker (1994), the authors of
this paper, and others (Gunter and Hall, 1962; Phillips and Springer, 1960) served to
establish a qualitative abundance index for comparison with salinity at the time of the

Figure I-1. Map of the Caloosahatchee River and Estuary, Showing Major Urban Centers and
Structures.
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observation. Information from Hoffacker (1994) and the SFWMD were combined to
produce a map of SAV distribution upstream of Shell Point (Figure I-2).

Monthly water quality and biota sample collections occurred in three phases:
phase 1 ran from 1986 into 1989 when S-79 inflows were usually low to moderate; phase
2 was conducted during 1994-1996 when discharges were often large; and two follow-up
sampling trips (phase 3) to evaluate seagrass recovery were conducted in 1997. Sampling
centered around seven locations in phase 1 (Figure I-2), areas 1 through 6 in phase 2, and
only location 6 in 1997.

Repetitive random samples of the seagrasses, Halodule wrightii and Thalassia
testudinum, were collected at locations 5 through 7 during phase 13 and area 6 in the
remaining two phases. For this report, only the photosynthetic blades that were collected
within 0.1 square meter (m) quadrat samples, then dried and weighed, were analyzed (dry
weight biomass).

For this preliminary analysis, the effects of freshwater discharge on zooplankton,
ichthyoplankton, and benthic macroinvertebrates were evaluated using the data obtained
during phase 1 of the SFWMD field monitoring. All data that were not normally
distributed were logarithmically transformed. The biota from each station were separated
into flow categories (factor levels). A simple one-factor analysis of variance (ANOVA)
was calculated to test for statistical difference between the mean monthly inflow
categories (p < 0.05). A hierarchy evaluation (Scheffe multiple range test) for mean
density between inflow categories was performed to determine which inflow levels were

Figure I-2. Map of the Caloosahatchee River and Estuary Showing: Distribution of Halodule
wrightii and Vallisneria americana; River Distances (in km) from the Mouth of the
Estuary (circles); and Sampling Locations (1-7 squares).
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associated with significantly more or less biota. Because adult finfish, crabs, and shrimp
were not sampled, we relied on literature information from the Caloosahatchee Estuary
and other Florida estuaries to estimate desired inflow conditions for these biota.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Salinity and Freshwater Inflow

The salinity model results (Bierman, 1993) indicate that more than half the estuary
upstream of Shell Point will become nearly fresh water and salinity will be reduced
drastically downstream during even moderate mean monthly discharges of 2,000 cfs
(Figure I-3). Inflows greater than 4,000 cfs will cause most of the estuary upstream of
Shell Point to become fresh water and depress salinity (< 15 parts per thousand [ppt]) in
portions of San Carlos Bay. At the other extreme, prolonged low to no flow (< 100 cfs)
results in salinity condition near S-79 that exceed 15 ppt: eliminating any tidal fresh water
or oligohaline zone within the estuary.

V. americana longitudinal distribution is about 18 km during ideal growing
conditions and stretches from its upstream limit at 32 kilometers (km), as measured from
Shell Point, to its downstream limit at 14 km (Figure I-2). Based on this distribution, we
estimated that over 80 percent of the total area covered by moderate to dense stands of V.
americana under favorable growing conditions are in the first 4 km (28 through 32) of its
upstream limit.

Figure I-3. Projected Steady-State Longitudinal Salinity Distribution in the Caloosahatchee
Estuary for a Range of Freshwater Inflows (Bierman, 1993). The X-axis
Corresponds to Distance from Shell Point (km).
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Literature information indicates that V. americana growth steadily declines with
increasing salinity until it ceases at approximately eight to nine parts per trillion (ppt), but
it can tolerate salinity (survive) up to 11 to 13 ppt (Day et al., 1989; Twilley and Barko,
1990). The qualitative information assembled from observations in the Caloosahatchee
Estuary (Figure I-4) is consistent with these limits and indicates that density declines
where salinity is above 10 ppt. A similar plot of biomass versus temperature reveals no
trend, suggesting little influence of temperature on V. americana distribution in this
system.

Employing the results of the model by Bierman (1993, Figure 3), it appears that at
least a 300 cfs mean monthly discharge from S-79 is required to maintain V. americana in
the system. Analysis of historical S-79 discharges determined that attaining the 300 cfs
minimum inflow will be a concern only during the November through May dry season.
Therefore augmentation of flow should be considered during this time. Discharges that
approach 400 through 500 cfs will provide salinity conditions of less than 10 ppt within
the portion of the estuary that support most of the total V. americana coverage. To provide
salinity conducive for V. americana throughout its entire 18-km range will require mean
monthly discharges of approximately 800 cfs.

H. wrightii is the only seagrass species consistently found around station 5,
upstream of Shell Point, until it mixes downstream with T. testudinum in San Carlos Bay

Figure I-4. Relative Density of Vallisneria americana as a Function of Salinity in the
Caloosahatchee Estuary. Density Ranks Equate to the Following: 1 = absent; 2 =
absent to sparse; 3 = moderately dense; and 4 = dense. Each Circle Corresponds
to One Obsevation (Phillips and Springer, 1960; Gunter and Hall, 1962; Hoffacker,
1994; and SFWMD).
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(Figure I-5). H. wrightii has a much smaller distribution upstream of Shell Point than V.
americana. It ranges only from 2 to 10 km upstream of Shell Point, with the greatest
coverage per two km segment within the 4 to 6 km area. H. wrightii is reported to have a
wide salinity tolerance by McMahan (1968). It does not survive below 3.5 ppt and prefers
salinity as high as 44 ppt. This wide tolerance is probably why it is the only true seagrass
species encountered inside the Caloosahatchee Estuary at station 5, although high
discharges probably limit its productivity. The lowest biomass occurs inside the estuary
where salinity is also lowest and most variable. Graphically and statistically, biomass of
H. wrightii is greater when salinity is above 20 ppt (Figure I-6). Statistically, the greatest
biomass occurs when salinity is greater than 28 ppt.

Literature summarized by Zieman and Zieman (1989) indicates that the optimum
salinity range for T. testudinum is 24 to 35 ppt, with maximum photosynthetic activity
occurring at 35 ppt and decreasing linearly with declining salinity. T. testudinum does not
normally grow in areas where salinity is below 17 ppt. These literature values are
consistent with preliminary monitoring results for the Caloosahatchee Estuary (Figure I-
5). T. testudinum does not exist inside the estuary (in Iona Cove: area 5), where salinity
during sampling was more variable, with a standard deviation that extended below 20 ppt
due to long periods below 10 ppt. Like H. wrightii, the biomass of T. testudinum is
statistically greater when salinity is above 20 ppt, regardless of season.

According to the Bierman model and statistical analysis, the 400 to 500 cfs needed
to support over 80 percent of the V. americana will not lower salinity below that preferred
by H. wrightii (> 20 ppt) anywhere in its current range. Salinity begins to approach the
reported mortality limit of H. wrightii (3.5 ppt) in area 5 when average discharges

Figure I-6. Mean Biomass of Halodule wrightii (dry weight) and Salinity per Sampling Trip at
Each Sampling Station for All Seasons Combined.
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Figure I-5. a.) Mean Biomass (+ 1 Standard Deviation) of Halodule wrightii (dry weight) and
Salinity (+ 1 Standard Deviation) at Each Sampling Station for All Seasons
Combined, and b.) Mean Biomass (+ 1 Standard Deviation) of Thalassia
testudinum (dry weight).
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approach 3,000 cfs for more than a month. Both H. wrightii and T. testudinum biomass
are statistically greatest throughout their respective distributions when mean monthly
inflow is less than about 800 cfs for more than two months. In San Carlos Bay, mean
monthly inflows greater than 4,500 cfs for two or more months are statistically associated
with the least biomass for both species.

Finfish

At least 75 percent of Florida's recreational fishes depend on estuaries for at least a
portion of their life. The most important role of estuarine systems is as a nursery area for
juvenile stages (Seaman, 1988). In the upper Caloosahatchee Estuary, Gunter and Hall
(1962) reported the greatest catches in seines consisted of juveniles, during midwinter
inflow that reduced salinity in the inner estuary to 1 to 5 ppt (station area). Seine catches in
the outside water (San Carlos Bay area) were greatest when salinity was high, therefore,
establishment of a minimum inflow for V. americana should generally benefit the finfish
of the estuary by providing a salinity gradient that includes desired low salinity conditions
upstream for juveniles. Maintenance of this minimum flow is apparently most critical
during the winter dry season. However, year round high maximum inflow limits that
maintain salinity downstream of Shell Point also appear beneficial.

Bay anchovy (Anchoa mitchilli) juveniles and adults were the third most abundant
fish collected by Gunter and Hall (1962), with 94 percent of the fish caught upstream of
Shell Point. Most of the juveniles they caught were from near zero salinity water at
stations close to V. americana beds at Beautiful Island and the Fort Myers bridges. This is
consistent with Jones et al. (1978), who reported that juveniles often ascend rivers above
brackish waters, therefore, inflows within the optimum range for SAV (300 - 800 cfs)
should not adversely impact bay anchovies and should provide better conditions for their
development and food production.

Redfish (Sciaenops ocellata) are an important game fish in Florida. Spawning
occurs seaward of estuary passes during late summer and fall. Seaman (1988) reported
that seagrass meadows are primary habitat for young redfish. Once in the estuary,
juveniles feed on benthic organisms from October to February and later on small fish and
shrimp. Collections of redfish in the Caloosahatchee Estuary (Phillips and Springer, 1960;
Gunter and Hall, 1962) were almost exclusively inside the estuary with salinity ranging
from 0.2 to 14 ppt, therefore, promoting dry season inflows conducive for SAV also will
provide salinity and habitat for redfish recruitment and development.

Ichthyoplankton

Anchoa spp. comprised 76 percent of the SFWMD ichthyoplankton samples
during 1986 - 1989 (unpublished data). The greatest density occurred during April through
July, followed by the period of December through March. During the dry season, when
inflows will need to be augmented for V. americana, high inflows greater than 2,500 cfs
were associated with the lowest mean ichthyoplankton density, regardless of location in
the estuary. Mean density within the flow category of 300 to 600 cfs were at least the
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second highest at all stations, and therefore represented the optimum overall flow
category.

The presence of developing fish eggs provides a good indication of the spawning
location and recruitment success of fish in an estuary. Statistical analysis of eggs within
ichthyoplankton samples during the dry season found significant differences existed
among inflow categories: inflows in the range of 150 to 600 cfs were associated with the
highest mean egg density at stations 1 through 4; and density decreased as inflows
increased above this category. In fact, no eggs were ever collected during this season at
stations 1 through 5 when inflows were greater than 2,500 cfs and substantially fewer eggs
were collected at station 6. Reduced egg density during high inflows are assumed to be
related to a 'flush-out' effect, so similar impacts probably exist during the wet season.

Zooplankton

Zooplankton provide a crucial link in the estuarine food web when they consume
free floating microscopic plants (phytoplankton) and transfer plant energy to higher
trophic levels. Dominant forage fishes such as bay anchovy, as well as juvenile stages of
most estuarine fish species, depend on zooplankton as a food source.

Within each season, mean zooplankton density increased with increasing salinity
and distance from S-79. In general, zooplankton density was greatest during April through
July. Collections during this time period appeared sensitive to high flows. Inflows greater
than 1,500 cfs resulted in the lowest mean density at all stations. Evaluation of dry season
inflow (November - May) revealed significant lower density with flows greater than 1,200
cfs. Zooplankton mean density associated with inflows between 300 to 600 cfs were
consistently among the greatest encountered at each station.

Invertebrates

In the Little Manatee River (Southwest Florida), Peebles and Flannery (1992)
reported that transfer of the estuary food source to juvenile fish appeared to occur largely
through their feeding on benthic organic material, therefore, the density of benthic
organisms can strongly influence the survival of many higher trophic species. The
SFWMD benthic macroinvertebrate survey (unpublished data) found that the
Caloosahatchee Estuary supports a large number of species (519). The majority of these
are sessile and cannot relocate to a more favorable location when water quality
deteriorates. Caloosahatchee Estuary inflows within the optimum range for V. americana
appear conducive for supporting a wide range of benthic infauna. Statistical analysis of
dry season data indicate that peak benthic macroinvertebrate density at stations 1 through
4 was associated with inflows (150 - 600 cfs) that establish salinity in approximately the
mesohaline range (5 - 18 ppt). This same preliminary analysis also indicated that mean
monthly discharges greater than 3,000 cfs are associated with the lowest densities at
stations 1 through 4.

Penaeid shrimp probably represent the most economically important fishery in
Florida (Seaman, 1988). Mating and spawning occurs offshore and the postlarvae migrate
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into the estuary and seek shallow areas with vegetation and/or abundance of organic
detritus. The loss of SAV directly reduces fishery yields (Seaman, 1988). Gunter and Hall
(1962) indicated pink shrimp (Penaeus duorarum) were common in seine and net samples
in the Caloosahatchee Estuary. Haunert (1987) reported pink shrimp abundance increased
after inflows increased in the St. Lucie Estuary, but decreased when inflows caused
salinity to decline to oligohaline conditions (< 5 ppt), which are not tolerated well by pink
shrimp (McFarland and Lee, 1963; Gunter et al., 1964). Therefore, in the Caloosahatchee
Estuary, minimum and maximum inflows that promote SAV at both the inner estuary and
the Iona Cove-San Carlos Bay regions should provide ideal salinity for pink shrimp and
support bottom vegetation habitat important for postlarvae development.

The Caloosahatchee Estuary supports a year-round commercial and sport fishery
for blue crabs (Callinectes sapidus). This species also is an important source of food for
many fish. The first development stages are planktonic, which prefer 30 ppt and will
perish if exposed to salinity less than 20 ppt (Millikin and Williams, 1984). After settling
out of the plankton, each subsequent juvenile phase of both sexes is concentrated in
progressively lower salinity because of their continuing migration up the estuary (Millikin
and Williams, 1984). Juvenile and adult blue crabs also occur in much higher densities in
areas covered by vegetation. Therefore, inflows in the range of 300 to 800 cfs will be
beneficial for blue crabs because of their salinity requirement throughout the
Caloosahatchee Estuary, as well as the SAV habitat that these flows promote in both the
inner and outer estuary.

Estimate of Optimum Inflow

Table I-1 recommends provisional inflow ranges and timing for maintaining the
health of the important taxa discussed above and others. The preliminary analysis suggests
that a minimum inflow of 300 cfs for V. americana during the dry season will not be
harmful, but inflows greater than about 2,500 to 3,000 cfs may be detrimental to other
biota anytime of the year. Therefore, a distribution of inflows that has the greatest
frequency range from 300 to less than 1,500 cfs, with a peak of 300 to 800 cfs, should be
generally beneficial to all the biota evaluated.

Beyond identifying the optimal timing and distribution of inflow, we also must
consider that freshwater inflow varies naturally as a function of rainfall. Inclusion of this
natural variation is important to insure a diverse composition of estuarine biota.
Ultimately, this will mean a defined percent of violations should be allowed for both the
high and low discharge limits. As a first attempt to define this environmentally sensitive
distribution of S-79 discharges, an optimization program (computer model) was employed
(Labadie, 1995; Otero et al., 1995). The program utilized historic watershed runoff data
for the 1966 - 1990 period (without Lake Okeechobee releases). The desired inflow ranges
(limits for the biota) are input variables to the model, along with the natural periodicity of
violations of the upper and lower limits (estimated from the 1966 - 1990 historic data). For
the Caloosahatchee Estuary, 20.5 percent violation of the lower limit and 5.5 percent
violations of the upper limit created inflows that emulated the natural variability
established from rainfall during 1966 to 1990. In addition to natural variation, the
resulting frequency distribution generated by the model (Table I-2) reveals that the
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appropriate inflow limits were attained (300 - 2,800 cfs) and the greatest frequency of
inflows were within the range from 300 to 1,300 cfs, with peak of inflows between 300 to
800 cfs.

The above recommended optimum flow distribution is provisional, based on the
data currently evaluated, preliminary model results, and our best professional judgement.
A final distribution will be established after a better understanding of the salinity
tolerances of seagrass and other species is determined. This will be accomplished by
conducting a more detailed evaluation of the field data than provided in this summary and
completing field and lab experiments, which have already begun.

Table I-1. Provisional Recommended Inflows (cfs) for Promoting the Health of Selected Taxa in the
Caloosahatchee Estuary.

Species
Lower Inflow Limit

(LIL)
Preferred Inflow

Range (PIR)
Upper Inflow Limit

(UIL) Important Months

Vallisneria 300 > 400 ---
Dry Season (Nov.-May) -
LIL, PIR

Halodule
Thalassis

--- < 800
3,000 for Halodule
4,500 for Thalassis

All Year - UIL

Fish (general) 300 300 - 1,300 3,000
Dry Season- PIR
All Year - UIL

Bay Anchovy 300 300 - 800 3,000
Dry Season - PIR
All Year (esp. Spring) -
UIL

Silver Perch 300 300 - 800 3,000
Dry Season - PIR
All Year (Esp. Jan. - Early
Summer) - UIL

Redfish 300 300 - 800 3,000
Dry Season (Esp. Nov. -
Mar.) - PIR
All Year (Esp. July - Dec.)

Snook 300 300 - 1,500 3,000
Late Dry Season - PIR
All Year (Esp. Late Dry
Season) - UIL

Larval Fish --- 300 - 600 2,500
Dry Season (Esp. Spring
- Early Summer)

Fish Eggs --- 150 - 600 2,500 All Year

Pink Shrimp 300 300 - 800 3,000 All Year

Blue Crabs 300 300 - 800 3,000
All Year (Esp. Feb. -
July)

Zooplankton --- 300 - 600, < 1,500 2,500 All Year

Shrimp and Crab
Larvae

--- < 1,300 2,500
All Year (Esp. Spring-
July)

Benthic
Macroinvertebrates

--- 300 - 800 3,000 All Year

Oysters --- 300 - 800 3,000 All Year
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Appendix J
ANALYSIS OF WATER AND NUTRIENT BUDGETS

FOR THE CALOOSAHATCHEE BASIN
DEVELOPMENT OF IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE
NETWORKS FOR THE CALOOSAHATCHEE BASIN

E.G. Flaig and J.C. Capece
South Florida Water Management District

Institute for Food and Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida

SUMMARY

Irrigation and drainage information is an important component for evaluating the
water resources of the Caloosahatchee Basin. In this basin, approximately 65 percent of
the land may be irrigated each year and 40 percent of the land may receive water from
Lake Okeechobee. Nearly 90 percent of the basin has been affected by man-made
drainage. In this task, the irrigation and drainage patterns were evaluated and the
irrigation network and drainage network were developed that include the pumps and
structures that control water flow.

The drainage network was developed based on the USGS hydrography which
describes many of the drainage paths for storm water runoff. However, the hydrography
coverage was incomplete and soils, topography, and road coverages were used with aerial
photographs to identify additional drainage paths. The drainage network provides a
continuous flowpath from source areas of overland flow to the Caloosahatchee River. The
outfall water control structures for each South Florida Water Management District
(SFWMD) surface water permit and major urban structure were included with the
drainage network. The historical drainage paths were developed from 1932 U.S. War
Department maps. A comparison with the historical drainage indicates that there have
been substantial changes in the drainage patterns in the basin.

In the future, it is likely that more surface water storage facilities will be required
to provide supplemental irrigation water. Impoundments have been build as part of many
surface water permits to protect local wetlands or detain runoff water to prevent
downstream flooding. These impoundments have been identified from surface water
permits, water use permits, and aerial photography. There are approximately 14,000 acres
of impoundments in the basin. Most of the impoundments are near the basin boundaries
and few are near the river. These impoundments would not provide useful storage for river
water or tributary runoff.

The irrigation network was developed by identifying the parcels that irrigate using
water from the Caloosahatchee River. The irrigated land is in the Lake Okeechobee
J-1



Appendix J CWMP Appendices
Service Area (LOSA), which is land that can receive supplemental irrigation water from
Lake Okeechobee. Approximately 45 percent of the 340,000 acres of irrigated land in the
basin receives irrigation water from the river. There are over 2,000 irrigation pumps in the
basin, of which 245 pump water from the river. The remaining pumps use ground water or
local surface water. The canal system that provides water to the irrigated land in the
LOSA was developed into the irrigation network. There are several large diversion
pumps that maintain the water levels in several primary irrigation canals. The farm pumps
obtain the necessary irrigation water from these canals.

INTRODUCTION

The Caloosahatchee Estuary, an important habitat and recreational resource in
Southwest Florida, has been degraded by excessive freshwater discharge and poor inflow
water quality. Excessive discharge disrupts the salinity of the estuary, which harms the
seagrass habitat of some juvenile fish. Excessive freshwater discharge originates from
flood control releases from Lake Okeechobee via the Caloosahatchee Canal (C-43), as
well as storm water runoff from the basin. The high discharge may occur during the dry
season when the water is typically released from the lake to reduce lake stage prior to
hurricane season. Typically, storm water runoff is high during summer wet season when
the ground water is near land surface and the growers need to rapidly drain the farmland.
The runoff from the basin has been altered by both agricultural and urban development
often resulting in increased volume and higher peak runoff.

While excessive freshwater discharge harms the estuary, there is a need for
freshwater for urban and agricultural water users in the basin. Water supply and runoff
volume and timing are critical issues in the Caloosahatchee Basin. Water from the
Caloosahatchee River is necessary for supplemental irrigation, urban consumptive use,
and the estuary habitats. In the past, adequate water was available from Lake Okeechobee
to meet these supplemental and consumptive water use needs. However, with increasing
demand on Lake Okeechobee from other users, such as the Everglades and the urban users
on the lower east coast, the volume of water available for the Caloosahatchee Basin will be
reduced. To meet the needs of the Caloosahatchee Basin, it will be necessary to develop a
better understanding of the water resources of the Caloosahatchee Basin and develop the
means to efficiently conserve and utilize the available surface water.

An important step in evaluating the water resources is to develop an inventory of
the surface water features and facilities in the basin. This inventory is necessary to input
data for hydrologic models simulating behavior of the system. The drainage system
includes the drainage flowpath network and facilities that control drainage. The facilities
include discharge structures for agricultural operations and drainage control structures for
urban land. The water use features and facilities include the network of irrigation canals
and the surface water irrigation pumps in the Caloosahatchee Basin. In particular, it is
important to locate and characterize pumps within the LOSA (Figure J-1).

Drainage networks were developed for the tributary basins of the Caloosahatchee
Basin to provide a network of flowpaths to support hydrologic modeling and subbasin
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boundary identification. Development of the subbasin boundaries was described in the
Task 5 report (Flaig et al., 1998a) and will not be discussed in this report. The
Caloosahatchee Basin was divided into 104 subbasins based on the drainage network
(Figure J-2). Historically, there were approximately 20 tributaries to the Caloosahatchee
River and Estuary, however, construction of drainage ditches and canals has increased the
total number of tributaries. There are over 150 discharge sites along the river and estuary.

The basin was divided up into 104 subbasins that each drained a substantial area
and had one major discharge point. Most of the subbasins drain directly to the river or
estuary. A few subbasins have major control structures along the primary drainage path
and were split into upstream and downstream subbasins.

This report presents the irrigation and drainage networks for the Caloosahatchee
Basin. The irrigation network was developed that describes the flowpaths for irrigation
water from Lake Okeechobee through the Caloosahatchee River to agricultural fields. The
network connects the surface water irrigation pumps to the C-43 Canal. The drainage
network was developed from the hydrography coverage and modified using the wetlands,
soils, and land use coverages to identify additional flowpaths. The network includes the
primary drainage paths; in densely drained areas only the farm canals are included while
in the less developed areas small field ditches were included to paths of concentrated flow.
For comparison, the predevelopment drainage hydrography was extracted from old U.S.
War Department topographic maps and converted into an Arc/Info coverage. This

Figure J-1. Primary Drainage Basins and Discharge Structures in the Caloosahatchee Basin.
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coverage provides a basis for evaluating the changes in drainage that have occurred in the
basin.

METHODS

Irrigation and drainage information was obtained from USACE reports, SFWMD
coverages and engineering reports, drainage district reports, and consultant reports. Water
use and drainage information will be compiled from the SFWMD's ORACLE and GIS
databases. Many of the coverages used in this task were created by other organizations
and obtained through SFWMD. Information on irrigation pumps was obtained from the
SFWMD Water Use Division for parcels that had water use permits. Information for
surface water drainage structures was extracted from the SFWMD surface water permits
and reviewed with SFWMD Field Engineering Division staff. It was not possible to field
verify the drainage and irrigation features and facilities. However, the locations were
checked using aerial photography.

Two investigations of basin hydrography were completed and are presented as new
coverages: 1) a study of natural drainage (predevelopment), and 2) a study of current
hydrography. The predevelopment hydrography was constructed using information drawn
from available historical documents. Flowpaths and significant hydrologic features are
included in the coverage. Old flow paths were determined using USACE reports and

10 0 10 20 Miles

Figure J-2. Subbasins within the Caloosahatchee Basin.
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topography maps of the area prior to construction of the C-43 Canal. The resolution and
detail of features were limited by details of the available information. It was not possible
to verify this coverage, but the probable uncertainty associated with the features was
documented.

DRAINAGE NETWORKS

There are few unaltered streams and sloughs in the basin. Pumps control the
drainage in the eastern portion of the basin where there is little relief. Areas dominated by
pump-controlled drainage include the S-4 Basin, the Disston Water Control District
(DWCD) and the Flaghole Water Control District. Drainage in the remainder of Hendry
County is controlled by conveyance in the major drainage canals. There are large sections
of central Hendry County that do not have extensive drainage and drainage occurs as
overland flow. These areas are subject to severe flooding that historically occurred in
Hendry County. (USACE, 1953).

There is less developed drainage north of the river. West of Lake Hicpochee in
Glades County there is much less intensive drainage. This area has greater relief than
Hendry County and historically, less persistent flooding. However, there are many field
ditches and ditched sloughs and marshes to encourage runoff. In the native landscape,
there are large areas where drainage occurs primarily as sheetflow. The drainage network
is notably less dense in these areas.

For Lee County, the drainage network is composed of several large canals that
drain directly to the estuary. There are few drainage control structures because the
drainage system was constructed to facilitate drainage and it was not designed for
upstream head control. The drainage network in Lee County can be described in several
sections including Lehigh Acres, Fort Myers, Cape Coral, transition subbasins along the
estuary north of the river and east of SR 31, and the tributaries east of SR 31 to the Hendry
County line. The drainage in Lehigh and urban Lee County south of the river has been
primarily uncontrolled drainage. Drainage for Cape Coral is controlled in the freshwater
zone by several weirs where runoff is captured and used to supplement treated water in a
gray-water recycled water system. Runoff from the saltwater section is uncontrolled. The
drainage in transition subbasins east of Cape Coral has been a serious problem. Although
there are several bridges and culverts that affect drainage, there are no facilities that
control head or discharge. There has been considerable small-scale urban development in
these subbasins combined with redirected sheetflow from Cecil Webb Wildlife
Management Area resulting in severe flooding near the river. East of SR 31 there are
several small native streams on the north side and the south side of the river. These
streams convey drainage from developed land to the river. The drainage from the
developed land often exceeds the conveyance capacity of these small streams. Historically
there was considerable flooding away from the river.
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Source Areas

The drainage network was developed to describe the flow paths for runoff from
source areas to the Caloosahatchee River. The source areas are where runoff begins. These
areas are parcels where sheet flow becomes concentrated flow and forms define channels.
For hydrologic analysis, the delineated source areas should produce uniform runoff as a
result of a single land management and homogenous soil.

Land Use

The basin consists of more than 300 land use/land cover categories. These
categories are a complex combination of land use, land cover, and land management
practices. The categories range from wetlands such as marshes and sloughs, which are
defined by land cover, to various urban classes such as commercial land subclasses that are
defined by primarily by land use activities. Agricultural land is best characterized from
hydrologic analysis based on the land management practices. An example of these is
presented for the LaBelle 7.5 minute quadrangle (Figure J-3). The various land use
categories can be combined to form classes that have relatively uniform hydrologic
behavior. For example, the land use classes can be combined to form 17 land use classes
that are presumed to behave in a hydrologically distinct manner (Figure J-4). As such
they are a combination of land use and land cover. These classes differ in surface water
storage and runoff characteristics, and expected evapotranspiration. The areal extent of
the source areas varies greatly among the land use categories; urban land uses have small
areal extent, while rural land uses cover large areas.

Where the land use classification is used to form distinct categories for hydrologic
modeling it may be necessary to combine the land use types into categories that are
substantially different. This has been done for the LaBelle quadrangle (Figure J-4). This
classification reflects the difference in land use but not potential differences in land
management practices..

Soil Types

The characteristics of surface runoff, total volume of runoff and peak runoff rate,
are affected by the soil and site properties. There are two sets of factors that influence
surface runoff: soil physical properties such as soil texture and depth to an impeding layer;
and site factors such as slope and drainage density that determine offsite drainage. The
soils are generally sandy with a layer that impedes percolation of water at various depths.
The sandy surface soil has a high permeability that results in little runoff unless the water
table aquifer reaches the ground surface. The impeding layer, consisting of clay, organic
material or rock, restricts deep percolation resulting in high water tables and runoff.
Shallow and less permeability impeding horizons result in greater potential runoff. There
are many soil mapping units in the basin (e.g., Figure J-5). From a hydrologic
perspective, these soils vary primarily in the thickness and texture of the surface horizon
and the depth and permeability of the subsoil. For the range of soils found in this basin,
there is a 30 percent range in variability of potential runoff based on hydrologic simulation
(Flaig et al., 1998b). However, most of the soil series in the basin have a runoff potential
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Figure J-3. Land Use Classification of the LaBelle 7.5-Minute Quadrangle.
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Figure J-4. Land Use Categories Grouped by Similar Land Use, Land Cover, and Land
Management Practices.
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Figure J-5. Soil Mapping Units for the LaBelle 7.5-Minute Quadrangle.
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that varies less than ten percent different based on internal soil physical characteristics.
This suggests that the most of the soils in the basin are not substantially different.

Landscape

The soils mapping units can be combined to form soil groups that respond in a
hydrologically similar manner (Figure J-6). The landscape classes, define by National
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for range land productivity, provide a scheme for
defining landscape drainage according to vegetation type. The vegetation types
correspond to the annual period of inundation and persistence of high water tables
following rainfall events. In sandy soils, the landscape drainage is the most important
factor affecting runoff potential. The landscape classes are generally indicative of the
flowpaths in the basin.

Wetlands

The wetlands are closely associated with the depressional soils (Figure J-7).
There are two sources of information for the spatial distribution of wetlands, USGS
hydrography and the National Wetlands Inventory. When overlaid both sources indicate a
wide distribution of wetlands. The wetlands consist of continuous sloughs and isolated
emergent marshes. Most of the isolated marshes do not appear to be part of the drainage
network.

Development of Drainage Networks

The drainage network delineates the areal pattern of storm water runoff and
shallow ground water drainage in the basin. A drainage network describes the flowpath
that water takes from the point of origin of overland flow or discharge from an
impoundment to the receiving water body. The drainage network consists of the ditches,
streams, sloughs, and marshes that constitute the drainage paths to the Caloosahatchee
River. By definition, the network must connect the structures that control drainage from
farms and urban developments. The drainage network is used to delineate the basin and
subbasin boundaries. The network also is used for hydrologic and hydraulic simulation
model development. The accuracy and precision of the drainage network depends on the
quality and availability of the source information. Although positional accuracy is
important, the connectivity of the network is critical to modeling applications; each
flowpath must connect in the correct order and the drainage facilities must be connected at
the appropriate point in the network.

The drainage networks were developed to describe the flowpaths from runoff
source areas to the Caloosahatchee River. Each drainage network was developed to
provide a single flowpath for runoff resulting in a simple dendritic pattern. Where there
were multiple ditches providing drainage to the same parcel, the parcel was divided with
each ditch draining a unique section. Where a parcel with multiple outlets was less than
30 acres, the primary drainage was selected and the other drainage paths were deleted.
Parcels were defined as areas of homogenous land use or homogenous land management.
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Figure J-6. Landscape Classes for the LaBelle 7.5-Minute Quadrangle.
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Figure J-7. Wetlands and Landscape Classes for the LaBelle 7.5-Minute Quadrangle.
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The drainage network was designed to provide a simplified description of the drainage for
all parcels greater than 30 acres. The network does not contain all ditches, streams and
other flowpaths in the basin. For example, many farm ditches and urban drainage ditches
have not been included because they represent additional drainage for a parcel or they are
internal to a parcel where a drainage control facility is located downstream. In these cases,
only the primary drainage flowpath was included and the remaining ditches were used to
determine the drainage coefficient (inches per day [in/day]) for the parcel.

The drainage network was developed based on the native hydrography, wetlands,
soils, and man-made hydrography. The 1:24,000 scale coverage for the Fort Myers
1:100,000 quadrangle region was used in this task (Figure J-8). Additional sections were
included from the Naples and West Palm Beach quadrangles. The hydrography contained
the isolated wetland, streams, ditches, and shorelines of extensive wetlands.

It was expected that the published hydrography would be sufficient to define the
drainage network. Unfortunately, the current hydrography coverage did not contain
sufficient information to develop the drainage network in the basin. The hydrography
coverage did not include the flowpaths through marshes or sloughs, it only indicated the
shorelines (Figure J-9). The hydrography also did not include flowpaths through wet
prairies or indicate the location of shallow field ditches. It was necessary develop a more
detailed drainage network based on reviewing the 1994-5 infrared aerial photography. It
was possible to determine the additional ditches and areas of concentrated flow from the

asin Boundaries

Figure J-8. Hydrography of the Caloosahatchee Basin.
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Figure J-9. Topography and Hydrography of the LaBelle Quadrangle.
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aerials. Flowpaths that drained substantial areas were identified and combined with the
current hydrography. The process of identifying and defining the flowpaths resulted in
development of drainage network.

In addition to reviewing the aerial photography, other information such as geology,
wetlands, soils, and structural information concerning roads and culverts was used to
develop the drainage network. The effect of surficial geology on runoff in the
Caloosahatchee Basin has not been quantified. Throughout most of the basin the surface
formations consist primarily of sand with shell and clays below 6 feet. West of LaBelle
there is a greater occurrence of clay lenses and marl rock is found near the surface.
Greater runoff is expected from areas with fine textured soils while less surface runoff is
expected where fractured marl exists. There is a greater density of native streams west of
LaBelle. There are fewer streams near the river where marl is shallow and there appears to
be greater shallow ground water flow.

Surface relief influences the concentration of overland flow, the direction of
streams and density of creeks. The relief in the Caloosahatchee is parallel to the river with
little tributary valley formation (Figure J-10). There are high points on the north side at
78 feet NGVD and on the south side at 42 feet NGVD. There are large areas in the basin
that have very low relief. There are several north-south oriented sloughs along the river
indicated by the bold lines in Figure J-10. However, the topography provided little help
in identifying the drainage flowpaths. The topographic data currently available in
electronic form describes 5-foot contours. This information was useful in identifying/
verifying the major drainage flowpaths (Figure J-11). The small undulations in the
contour lines were consistent with the location of the drainage flowpaths. However, this
did not provide sufficient information for connecting the various wetlands and source
areas. One-foot contour maps were available in paper form (War Department, 1935; JP,
1953). The 1-foot contours were compared to the 5-foot contours. The 1-foot contours
essentially were parallel to the 5-foot contours with few additional undulations. This is
not surprising given the predominance of sandy soil and the lack of bedrock. Although the
topographic data was useful for identifying major drainage paths, it was not useful for
identifying the detailed drainage flowpaths.

There are a substantial number of wetlands (National Wetlands Inventory, 1990) in
the Caloosahatchee Basin (Figure J-12), and these were used to identify, and verify the
location of flowpaths determined using aerial photography. It was expected that the many
of the wetlands would be connected and form a major component of the drainage network.
However, a large portion of the wetlands are disconnected (Figure J-13). The distribution
of the wetlands does not follow the general relief; there are groups of wetlands at some
elevations but not at other elevations. The wetlands do not appear to be related to the
topography, either 5-foot intervals or 1-foot intervals (not shown). Although the wetlands
do not provide a connected network, the network does contain many of the wetlands
(Figure J-13).

The landscape classes (described above) provide another source of geospatial
information for verifying the location of the hydrography. The depressional and slough
classes generally follow the pattern of the wetlands but are more connected than the
J-15



Appendix J CWMP Appendices
asin Boundaries

Figure J-10. Topography of the Caloosahatchee Basin.
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Figure J-11. Drainage Network and Surface Relief for the LaBelle Quadrangle.
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Figure J-12. Wetlands of the Calooshatchee Basin.
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Figure J-13. Drainage Network and Wetlands for the LaBelle Quadrangle.
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wetlands (Figure J-14). In general, the sloughs run along the primary flowpaths,
perpendicular to the relief. However, there are several areas in the basin where the land is
flat and the sloughs do not coincide with the apparent flowpaths. In these locations, there
is seasonal flooding and additional drainage ditches have been dug. The depressional soil
and particularly the slough soils connect the wetlands and are consistent with the drainage
network developed from the aerial photographs (Figure J-15). Although the wetlands,
landscape classes, and hydrography coverages could be used to identify and verify a
consistent drainage network, the location of the network is limited by the positional
accuracy of the coverages. As shown in Figure J-16, the same landscape features from
different coverages are offset and often slightly different in shape. The relative
uncertainty will be discussed in the Task 6 report (Flaig et al., 1998c).

Drainage Network Attributes

Attributes were added to the line coverage to describe the type of conveyance for
each flowpath in the basin. The flowpaths were categorized as one of 15 possible
flowpaths (Figure J-17) based on the size, degree of channelization and vegetation. The
first level of classification was based on connectivity: isolated, partially connected, or
fully connected. The second level of classification was based on vegetation type which
affects water use, resistance to flow, and potential water storage. The third level of
classification was based on the degree of ditching. Many native wetlands have been
ditched to improve conveyance and to lower the local water table.

Isolated Ponds

These are not flowpaths as such because they are isolated. However, at high water
levels they may become part of the concentrated overland flow.

Ponds

These are open-water flowpaths. The ponds may be native or have ditches through
them to improve conveyance.

Marshes

Marshes are wetlands containing emergent aquatic macrophytes. These are
depressional areas, which remain wet during the summer and often dry-out during the dry
season. Marshes are broad and shallow with no defined flowpaths. At high water levels,
the marsh vegetation tends to bend over and provide a more open flowpath with
substantially less resistance to flow. Marshes may be channelized to improve drainage and
to lower the local water table. The flow characteristics of the marsh depend on grazing
pressure, nutrient load, and hydroperiod.
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Figure J-14. Soil Landscape Groups for the Caloosahatchee Basin.
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Figure J-15. Landscape Classes and Drainage Network for the LaBelle Quadrangle.
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Figure J-16. Landscape Classes, Hydrography, Wetlands, and Tributaries for Section 2,
T42S, R29E.
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Fig. 4-14 Flowpaths in the Caloosahatchee Watershed.

Figure J-17. Flowpaths in the Caloosahatchee Basin.
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Swamps

Swamps are wetlands containing cypress or hardwood trees. These are
depressions that remain wet most of the year. Swamps are similar to sloughs with the
exception that the natural gradient is less than a slough and there is less flow. Sloughs
have a well defined flowpath and floodplain.

Wet Prairies

Wet prairies are large areas of pasture, scrub, or flatwoods where there are few
ditches, streams, or other conveyance paths. The flowpaths are primarily overland flow
with few concentrated flowpaths. The density of the vegetation depends on grazing
pressure where these lands are used for pasture.

Sloughs

Sloughs are forested wetlands with wide and shallow flowpaths. The common
vegetation is swamp cypress or mixed cypress and hardwoods. The typical cross-section
of the flowpath is primarily large stems with little ground cover or underbrush. Often
there is a small natural channel through the slough and the remaining portion behaves as a
floodplain. In several sloughs, a channel has been cut to increase conveyance capacity and
lower the control elevation to encourage drainage of adjacent uplands.

Streams

Streams are native flowpaths primarily through uplands. They differ from marshes
and sloughs as narrow and well defined flowpaths with limited floodplains. The native
streams often are sinuous because of the low gradients in the basin. They may be
discontinuous and connected to swamps and sloughs. The streams (and creeks) range in
size from 3 feet to 10 feet in width. In several locations, native streams have been ditched
to increase conveyance and reduce backwater effects. The ditched streams have
dimensions similar to farm ditches.

Ditches

There are several varieties of ditches ranging in size from the shallow grader swale
used to drain small depressions to large conveyance canals used for regional irrigation or
drainage. The key characteristics of the ditch classification are that they were dug for
specific conveyance and are not related to existing wetlands. The ditches have been
delineated into one of the following four types: field ditches, farm ditches, road ditches,
and conveyance canals.

Road Ditches

Road ditches may vary in shape from broad grassy swales to deep ditches. The
vegetation in the ditches may vary from short, mowed grass to dense shrubbery. The road
ditches may be designed or intended for drainage conveyance or a shallow, lateral
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detention area. The county road crews periodically clean the road ditches. As such, it is
not possible to define a consistent flowpath. However, road ditches provide an important
flowpath at high water levels.

Road ditches also provide important connections where the roads form basin
boundaries. In many places roads define high, flow dividing obstacles. The road ditches
collect runoff and redirect it through culverts into primary drainage flowpaths. These
ditches are important collector systems.

Field Ditches

Field ditches include shallow ditches intended to drain small areas and provide
limited drainage. These ditches are generally less than 3 feet deep and less than 6 feet
wide. They are constructed to allow crossing by field equipment. They are intended to
drain excess surface water and have a minor impact on the water table. These ditches are
ephemeral flowpaths depending on their position on the landscape. They may be clean or
filled with emergent aquatic vegetation depending on grazing pressure.

Farm Ditches

Farm ditches are large ditches that provide conveyance for drainage or irrigation
for entire farms. The defining property is the conveyance capacity. Farm ditches are
generally greater than 4 feet deep and intended to be sufficiently deep to discourage the
growth of emergent aquatic macrophytes that would restrict flow. These ditches are
greater than 10 feet wide but less than 50 feet wide. Unlike field ditches that are primarily
intended to provide surface water drainage by lowering the control elevation, farm ditches
produce a long-term lowering of water table.

Canals

There are several canals in the basin. These canals were designed to provide
drainage conveyance. The canals are large features with widths greater than 50 feet and
often greater than 100 feet with depths up to 15 feet.

It was not possible to determine the dimensions of specific flowpaths. Few records
are available that describe the dimensions of the constructed ditches and canals. The
canals were built using standard designs. The ditches have changed as a result of growth
of vegetation, accumulation of organic sediment, and sidebank erosion over time. The
ditches have been cleaned out periodically by the county and private maintenance crews at
irregular intervals. As a result, the dimensions of road ditches and canals are variable and
imprecise. Although the various drainage and irrigation canals were dug to meet specific
dimensions, the current configuration of these canals is uncertain due to erosion and
sedimentation processes. Not only are the dimensions uncertain, but also the slope and the
roughness of the various flowpaths are uncertain. The roughness factor (Manning's n) is
an important parameter in hydrologic modeling, and variation in this parameter is large
because of variation in vegetative growth in the flowpaths.
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Caloosahatchee Tributary Coverage

The Caloosahatchee tributary coverage (CALTRIB) was derived from the standard
1:24,000 hydrography coverage for the Fort Myers quadrangle. The coverage was
modified to describe additional flowpaths that were not in the hydrography coverage. An
additional attribute "attribute" was added to the arcs to describe the flowpath type. The
value for "attribute" may range in value from 1 to 15. The chart of the attributes
illustrating the classification scheme is provided in Figure J-17.

Drainage Structures

The drainage network connects the source areas for surface water runoff with the
Caloosahatchee River. An important component of the drainage network is the coverage
of drainage control structures. There are many agricultural and urban developments that
have surface discharge structures that regulate off-site discharge (Figure J-18).

The drainage control structures are an important component of the drainage
network. The basin has been substantially altered by agricultural and urban development.
Each development has a surface water permit that permits a discharge structure that allows
discharge at a rate not to exceed the predevelopment peak runoff rate or volume of runoff.
The principal drainage structures in the basin were tabulated from surface water permits,
water control district reports, and consultant reports. The surface water permits were
reviewed at the SFWMD offices in Fort Myers and West Palm Beach. The characteristics
of each discharge structure, dimensions, and control elevations (where available) are
provided in the Appendix.

Throughout the rural portion of the basin, most of the water control structures are
associated with agricultural development. In particular, most of the control structures are
discharge structures for detention ponds for citrus groves. There are few detention ponds
associated with sand land sugarcane. Groves established before 1984 do not have
detention facilities and the control structures, either simple culverts or drop-structures
with flash-board risers, are located on farm ditches. The detention characteristics of these
systems are uncertain. There are few water control structures on pasture land. Drainage
on these sites is controlled by shallow field ditches and low elevation berms such as road
grades. Discharge from these sites is controlled by the capacity of culverts and bridges.
Although the field ditches satisfy local conveyance requirements, there is no design
information available. On the large permitted parcels, few structures are presented in
detail in the permitted design, only the final discharge structure is permitted and there is
little available information on drainage structures internal to the parcel.

In Lee County, there are many structures such as bridges and box-culverts under
roads that affect discharge but are not designed to control drainage. They are included in
this summary because they are the only structures that affect flow in many subbasins, and
during high flow they may cause significant backwater effects. Where there is a high
degree of drainage (i.e., Lehigh Acres, Fort Myers, and Cape Coral) only the major
structures have been included in the analysis. Upstream discharge is controlled by these
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Figure J-18. Surface Water Permits for the Caloosahatchee Basin.
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structures, and no additional information is gained by including upstream structures. In
the transition subbasins northeast of Cape Coral, several structures are indicated on each
tributary. Each of the structures are included because none of these structures appear to
provide a flow-limiting control point.

The compiled set of primary, secondary, and permitted water control structures is
presented in Figure J-19. The highest densities of control structures are found in the
urban area, northwest of LaBelle and south of Lake Hicpochee. These are areas of small
parcel ownership and limited drainage. The information from the permits was verified by
consulting with District field engineering staff. Verification focused on structure location
and operation because the permit files do not contain "as-built" information. It was not
feasible to conduct field verification. The operating rule for each structure was defined as
the allowable drainage rate for each surface water permit. The operational behavior for
the large secondary canals is based on allowable drainage rate for the water control
districts and maintaining the water levels in the water control districts. The operational
rules are provided in the Plan of Reclamation for each water control district. Each plan of
reclamation is a living documents that is updated by each water control district as needed
and recorded at the county courthouse. Unfortunately, the plans are not compiled as single
document and thus are not readily available.

Impoundments

Impoundments developed to detain or retain storm water runoff are important
landscape features that affect water resource management in the Caloosahatchee Basin.
The impoundments were developed as part of the surface water permits to meet the
requirement to detain surface water runoff so that it does not exceed predevelopment
runoff behavior. Although impoundments are an integral part of recent permits, they were
not required for permitting older developments either urban or agricultural. As a result,
there are large areas in the basin that have few impoundments (Figure J-20).

The impoundments affect both runoff behavior and water storage. Peak runoff rate
and total volume of runoff are reduced when runoff is routed through the impoundments.
Because many of these impoundments are not lined to prevent seepage, the delayed
discharge from the impoundments may produce an increase in local ground water recharge
where the ground water has been lowered for flood protection. This may result in more
water for irrigation immediately following storm events.

On most sites, the impoundments were not designed to retain water and the
seepage rates are high. In urban areas, the impoundments are constructed from borrow
pits where fill material was removed for building sites. On agricultural sites the
impoundments are commonly built as above-ground facilities with berms built from
borrow material from inside the impoundment. In these above-grade facilities, water
seeps through the berms into perimeter ditches as well as into ground water. There is
some evidence that where the impoundment berms were designed and constructed using
standard techniques for earthen dam construction, the impoundments can retain runoff.
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Figure J-19. Drainage Network and Surface Water Permits for the Caloosahatchee Basin.
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Figure J-20. Agricultural Impoundments in the Caloosahatchee Basin.
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Impoundment Coverage

The impoundment coverage was developed primarily from irrigated-land
coverages obtained from the Water Use Division, SFWMD (Figure J-20). These
irrigated-land coverages delineated several types of impoundments including detention,
retention, enclosed wetlands, and sloughs within each permit boundary in addition to the
agricultural land. These coverages were developed from permit applications to provide a
more accurate database from which to estimate water use demand. The impoundment
coverage developed from the irrigated land coverages was not complete; there were many
other impoundments not in the irrigation coverage and not associated with water use
permits. These additional impoundments were digitized using 1994-95 infrared aerial
photography, the 1988 SFWMD land use coverage, surface water permit coverages, and
hydrography coverage and included in the coverage. The location accuracy of the
impoundments is of the same order of magnitude as the accuracy of those coverages.

The impoundment coverage indicates that there are 14,000 acres of retention/
detention facilities in the Caloosahatchee Basin. Most of the impoundments occur along
the north and south edges of the basin where more recent development has occurred.
There is also a substantial acreage of impoundments located near Lake Hicpochee. There
are few impoundments in the central area of the basin or along the river, because these
agricultural developments are older and were not required to have impoundments.
Impoundments near the edge of the basin may have little value for surface water storage
for the basin; these impoundments are near the headwaters and do not interact large with
the regional surface water drainage network. It is not currently known how many
impoundments have berms designed for water retention and could be considered for
supplemental storage of irrigation water or large term detention of storm water runoff.

Predevelopment Hydrography

The predevelopment hydrography was developed to provide a basis for
understanding basin rainfall-runoff behavior prior to the development of drainage and
irrigation projects. The predevelopment hydrography was developed from 1-foot
topographic data from the early 1930s (USWD, 1932). This topographic data covers a
majority of the basin. These topographic maps showed the predevelopment the flowpaths
for many streams and sloughs. These flowpaths were digitized from the paper copies of
the maps using the current STR coverage as reference points. The result is an approximate
location of each tributary, accurate to within approximately 200 feet of the actual flowpath
location. This coverage provides the location of the major tributaries prior to development
of the drainage projects (Figure J-21). When compared to the current hydrography, the
predevelopment hydrography shows the changes in the drainage patterns that occurred
from 1946 to 1980.
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Predevelopment Subbasins
Predevelopment Tributaries
Postdevelopment Tributaries

Figure J-21. Predevelopment Tributaries in the Caloosahatchee Basin.
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IRRIGATION NETWORK

Water Use Permits for the Caloosahatchee River Water

Water from the Caloosahatchee River is used to supply agricultural and urban
users. The region of the basin serviced by the Caloosahatchee River is known as the Lake
Okeechobee Service Area (LOSA), because most of the water consumed from the
Caloosahatchee River is released from Lake Okeechobee. The urban water supplies use a
combination of surface and ground water sources. The Caloosahatchee River is used by
LaBelle, Fort Myers and the Lee County Water Supply Authority while Cape Coral and
Lehigh use ground water. The total urban use of Caloosahatchee River is approximately 7
MGD. Although the urban water use is a small fraction of total Caloosahatchee River
flow during normal conditions, it is a significant fraction of river flow during droughts
and, as such, is an important component of the water use network.

Agricultural land occupies a substantial portion of the LOSA (Figure J-22). A
large percent of this land can receive supplemental irrigation water from the
Caloosahatchee River (Figure J-23). The agricultural lands permitted to use water from
the Caloosahatchee River are described in Table J-1. The table describes the crop, soil,
project area, and irrigated area as well as the annual monthly allocations. Where
appropriate the maximum daily withdrawal is listed. The daily allocation is provided for
freeze protection.

The LOSA covers 425,000 acres in the eastern end of the basin (Figure J-22).
Agricultural water use permits cover approximately 300,000 acres or 70 percent of the
service area. Approximately, 170,000 acres of agricultural land are permitted to obtain
irrigation water from the Caloosahatchee River. Caloosahatchee River water is used to
irrigate 150,000 acres of sugarcane, citrus, vegetables, and pasture (Table J-1). The
remaining land consists of wetlands and retention areas.
J-34



CWMP Appendices Appendix J
basin Boundaries

Figure J-22. Water Use Permits in the Lake Okeechobee Service Area of the Caloosahatchee
Basin.
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Figure J-23. Land Irrigated with Caloosahatchee River Water in the Lake Okeechobee
Service Area.
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Table J-1. Water Use Allocation, Crop Type, Soil Type, and Irrigated Area for Water Use Permits for
Use of Caloosahatchee River Water.

Permit
Land
Use

Crop
Type

Soil
Moisture

Rain
Station

Irrigation
Water Allocation

(acre-feet)
Project

Area
(acres)Area Efficiency Annual Monthly Daily

2200023W AGR 20 1.5 19 335 0.5 267 --- - 761

2200024W AGR 10 .8 14 1,600 0.4 3,117 413 1,870

2200029W AGR 10 .8 14 1,100 0.5 1,496 228 1,100

2200041W AGR 10 .8 14 5,960 0.4 11,610 1,539 6,345

2200057W AGR 13 1.5 19 938 0.5 733 270 938

2200062W AGR 10 .8 14 1,800 0.4 9,171 1,215 5,500

2200062W AGR 10 .8 14 2,650 0.4 9,171 1,215 5,500

2200062W AGR 10 1.5 14 294 0.4 9,171 1,215 5,500

2200063W DIV -- -- -- -- --- 13,277 2,455 18,407

2200131W AGR 13 1.5 14 1,315 0.85 605 222 1,585

2200135W AGR 10 .8 14 927 0.5 1,261 192 1,157

2200148W AGR 13 .8 19 302 0.85 139 51 461

2200189W AGR 10 .8 14 927 0.35 4,236 1,171 5,993

2200189W AGR 13 .8 19 1,274 0.6 4,236 1,171 5,993

2200189W AGR 13 .8 19 150 0.6 4,236 1,171 5,993

2200189W AGR 13 .8 19 1,614 0.6 4,236 1,171 5,993

2200189W AGR 13 .8 19 699 0.6 4,236 1,171 5,993

2200189W DIV -- -- -- --- --- 4,236 1,171 5,993

2200212W AGR 10 .8 14 365 0.5 0 0 460

2200221W AGR 56 .8 19 273 0.5 81 36 273

2200222W AGR 10 1.5 14 1,032 0.5 1,154 183 1,247

2200235W AGR 13 1.5 19 207 0.85 95 35 294

2200243W AGR 20 1.5 14 1,308 0.5 1,167 232 1,000

2200243W AGR 56 1.5 14 200 0.5 1,167 232 1,000

2200248W AGR 10 .8 14 194 0.5 333 43 273

2200248W AGR 15 .8 14 50 0.5 333 43 273

2200280W AGR 60 .8 19 193 0.5 1,720 306 1,872

2200280W AGR 60 .8 19 333 0.5 1,720 306 1,872

2200280W AGR 60 .8 19 539 0.5 1,720 306 1,872

2600022W AGR 13 1.5 19 168 0.85 77 948 187

2600024W IND -- -- -- -- -- 1,564 0 7.46 54,200

2600024W PWS 0 -- 68 17 -- " 0 7.46 54,200

2600026W AGR 13 .8 14 1,274 0.85 586 215 1,727

2600030W AGR 13 .8 19 31 0.85 201 43.7 265

2600030W AGR 13 .8 19 50 0.85 201 43.7 265

2600030W AGR 13 .8 19 105 0.85 201 43.7 265

2600030W AGR 13 .8 19 40 0.85 201 43.7 265

2600062W AGR 13 1.5 19 40 0.85 18.4 6.77 40

Land Use: AGR - agricultural; IND - industrial; LAN - landscaping; NUR - nursery;
PWS - Public Water Supply.
Crop Type: 10 - sugarcane; 13 - citrus; 15 - sod; 20 - pasture; 25 - palm trees; 56 - melons;

60 - tomatoes.
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2600063W AGR 13 1.5 19 40 0.75 20.8 .256 40

2600076W AGR 13 1.5 19 395 0.75 206 2.53 460

2600077W AGR 10 .8 14 18 0.5 340 56 480

2600077W AGR 20 .8 14 300 0.5 340 56 480

2600082W AGR 13 .8 19 600 0.35 11,680 143 18,000

2600082W AGR 13 .8 19 11,764 0.6 11,680 143 18,000

2600082W AGR 13 .8 19 4,535 0.53 11,680 143 18,000

2600092W AGR 13 1.5 19 5 0.75 2.61 .032 5

2600093W AGR 13 .4 19 17 0.75 8.86 .109 17

2600095W AGR 13 1.5 19 26 0.5 36.3 .361 46

2600095W AGR 20 1.5 19 20 0.5 36.3 .361 46

2600106W AGR 13 .8 19 12,000 0.5 22,948 6,167 29,040

2600108W AGR 15 .8 19 1,335 0 4 11,205 1,545 107,400

2600108W AGR 60 .8 19 3,300 0.4 11,205 1,545 107,400

2600108W AGR 20 .8 19 12,800 0.5 11,205 1,545 107,400

2600122W AGR 13 .8 19 181 0.75 94.4 34.7 210

2600123W AGR 13 .8 19 618 0.5 796 293 1,386

2600123W AGR 13 .8 19 680 0.85 796 293 1,386

2600139W AGR 10 .8 15 11,894 0.5 29,010 4,847 23,807

2600139W AGR 13 .8 15 3,194 0.5 29,010 4,847 23,807

2600139W LAN 15 .8 15 480 0.5 29,010 4,847 23,807

2600139W AGR 20 .8 15 6,965 0.5 29,010 4,847 23,807

2600147W LAN 15 .8 19 31 0.75 34.7 .1152 43

2600158W AGR 13 .8 19 314 0.85 144 1.77 338

2600161W AGR 13 .8 19 500 0.85 445 84.6 640

2600173W AGR 13 .8 19 4,338 0.85 1,995 734 5,188

2600176W AGR 15 .8 19 1,335 0.4 19,904 4,892 62,745

2600176W AGR 13 1.5 19 640 0.5 19,904 4,892 62,745

2600176W AGR 13 .8 19 5,535 0.5 19,904 4,892 62,745

2600176W AGR 13 .8 19 4,338 0.85 19,904 4,892 62,745

2600176W AGR 13 .8 19 2,640 0.85 19,904 4,892 62,745

2600176W AGR 13 .8 19 1,179 0.85 19,904 4,892 62,745

2600176W AGR 10 .8 19 2,663 0.5 19,904 4,892 62,745

2600176W AGR 10 .8 19 2,127 0.5 19,904 4,892 62,745

2600176W AGR 10 .8 19 1,072 0.5 19,904 4,892 62,745

2600176W AGR 60 .8 19 1,107 0.5 19,904 4,892 62,745

2600177W AGR 13 .8 19 2,640 0.85 1,214 447 3,280

2600179W AGR 13 .8 19 5,535 0.5 4,828 1,777 6,500

Table J-1. Water Use Allocation, Crop Type, Soil Type, and Irrigated Area for Water Use Permits for
Use of Caloosahatchee River Water.

Permit
Land
Use

Crop
Type

Soil
Moisture

Rain
Station

Irrigation
Water Allocation

(acre-feet)
Project

Area
(acres)Area Efficiency Annual Monthly Daily

Land Use: AGR - agricultural; IND - industrial; LAN - landscaping; NUR - nursery;
PWS - Public Water Supply.
Crop Type: 10 - sugarcane; 13 - citrus; 15 - sod; 20 - pasture; 25 - palm trees; 56 - melons;

60 - tomatoes.
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2600179W AGR 13 1.5 19 640 0.5 4,828 1,777 6,500

2600215W AGR 13 .8 19 199 0.85 91.3 1.12 260

2600222W AGR 13 .8 19 1,018 0.85 905 197 1,205

2600234W AGR 13 .8 15 613 0.85 282 104 669

2600235W AGR 13 .8 19 1,614 0.85 742 273 2,088

2600236W AGR 13 .8 19 30 0.85 13.8 .169 37

2600246W AGR 13 1.5 19 52 0.85 24.2 .296 55

2600250W AGR 10 .8 15 300 0.5 448 64.8 341

2600259W AGR 13 .8 150 0.85 69 25.4 204

2600260W AGR 13 1.5 19 23 0.85 10.6 .13 24

2600264W AGR 13 .8 19 31 0.85 14.2 .175 35

2600279W AGR 13 1,179 0.85 542 200 1,442

2600286W AGR 13 .8 19 57 0.85 51. 11.1 73

2600292W AGR 10 .8 14 1,048 0.5 1,425 217. 1,499

2600293W AGR 13 .8 14 78 0.85 164 36.7 225

2600293W AGR 20 .8 19 127 0.5 164 36.7 225

2600298W AGR 13 .8 19 161 0.85 74.1 .909 165

2600306W AGR 13 .8 19 2,776 0.85 1,599 529 7,680

2600306W AGR 20 .8 19 320 0.5 1,599 529 7,680

2600315W AGR 10 .8 19 1,072 0.5 1,420 209 3,476

2600316W AGR 13 .8 19 85 0.85 39 .48 72

2600326W AGR 13 1.5 19 47 0.85 21.6 .265 47

2600350W AGR 13 1.5 19 13 0.85 6 .0734 14.6

2600356W PWS 1.25 50 -- 0.80 1,999 14.6 .05 106

2600357W LAN 15 1.5 19 5 0.85 73.3 .4 106

2600357W LAN 15 1.5 19 60 0.75 73.3 .4 106

2600357W LAN 15 1.5 19 15 0.85 73.3 .4 106

2600376W AGR 13 .8 19 260 0.85 231 50 258

2600377W AGR 10 .8 14 1,673 0.5 2,275 347 2,138

2600378W AGR 13 -- -- 12 --- -- .0057 12

2600380W AGR 13 1.5 19 15 0.85 7.0 .086 42.5

2600405W AGR 13 1.5 19 11 0.85 5.1 .062 11

2600406W AGR 13 1.5 19 24 0.85 14.4 .133 25.5

2600417W AGR 13 .8 19 699 0.85 322 118 81

2600421W AGR 13 1.5 19 289 0.85 133 1.63 304

2600422W AGR 13 1.5 19 110 0.85 50.6 .621 117

2600451W AGR 13 .8 14 141 0.85 65 23.9 20

2600459W AGR 13 .8 19 32 0.85 14.5 .18 38

Table J-1. Water Use Allocation, Crop Type, Soil Type, and Irrigated Area for Water Use Permits for
Use of Caloosahatchee River Water.

Permit
Land
Use

Crop
Type

Soil
Moisture

Rain
Station

Irrigation
Water Allocation

(acre-feet)
Project

Area
(acres)Area Efficiency Annual Monthly Daily

Land Use: AGR - agricultural; IND - industrial; LAN - landscaping; NUR - nursery;
PWS - Public Water Supply.
Crop Type: 10 - sugarcane; 13 - citrus; 15 - sod; 20 - pasture; 25 - palm trees; 56 - melons;

60 - tomatoes.
J-39



Appendix J CWMP Appendices
2600463W AGR 56 .8 19 464 0.5 138 60.7 600

2600465W AGR 13 1.5 19 11 0.85 5.1 .06 13

2600467W AGR 13 .8 14 157 0.6 257 94.7 1,328

2600467W AGR 13 .8 14 238 0.6 257 94.7 1,328

2600475W AGR 13 .8 19 112 0.85 51.5 19 126

2600495W AGR 10 .8 19 1,680 0.5 8,349 1,386 2,308

2600495W AGR 13 .8 19 832 0.85 8,349 1,386 2,308

2600495W AGR 20 .8 19 783 0.5 8,349 1,386 2,308

2600495W AGR 13 .8 19 402 0.85 8,349 1,386 2,308

2600495W AGR 10 .8 19 1,762 0.5 8,349 1,386 2,308

2600495W AGR 10 .8 19 1,816 0.5 8,349 1,386 2,308

2600510W AGR 60 .8 19 342 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 60 .8 19 402 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 13 .8 19 750 0.85 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 13 .8 19 240 0.85 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 60 .8 19 262 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 60 .8 19 239 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 20 .8 19 1,554 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 20 .8 19 1,026 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 20 .8 19 759 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 20 .8 19 654 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 20 .8 19 497 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 20 .8 19 289 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 60 .8 19 293 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 13 .8 19 1,096 0.85 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 60 .8 19 777 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 60 .8 19 798 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 60 .8 19 1,190 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 60 .8 19 1,041 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600510W AGR 60 .8 19 809 0.5 18,878 3,272 15,285

2600537W AGR 13 .8 19 40 0.85 24.2 5.13 30.5

2600543W AGR 13 1.5 19 3.5 0.8 .02 4.6

2600603W AGR 13 .8 19 240 0.85 1,855 402 2,156

2600603W AGR 13 .8 19 750 0.85 1,855 402 2,156

2600603W AGR 13 .8 19 1,095 0.85 1,855 402 2,156

3600003W PWS -- 1.4 --- 115 - -- 4,882 8.7 34,000

3600004W NUR 5 1.5 19 36 0.5 51 .28 83

3600006W AGR 13 1.5 19 161 0.75 84 1.03 167

Table J-1. Water Use Allocation, Crop Type, Soil Type, and Irrigated Area for Water Use Permits for
Use of Caloosahatchee River Water.

Permit
Land
Use

Crop
Type

Soil
Moisture

Rain
Station

Irrigation
Water Allocation

(acre-feet)
Project

Area
(acres)Area Efficiency Annual Monthly Daily

Land Use: AGR - agricultural; IND - industrial; LAN - landscaping; NUR - nursery;
PWS - Public Water Supply.
Crop Type: 10 - sugarcane; 13 - citrus; 15 - sod; 20 - pasture; 25 - palm trees; 56 - melons;

60 - tomatoes.
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3600023W AGR 13 1.5 20 20 0.85 9.2 .113 20

3600024W AGR 13 .8 19 190 0.85 170 36.8 675

3600035W PWS -- 1.4 157 57 ---- 3,255 12.5 1

3600262W AGR 13 1.5 19 65 0.85 30 .367 70

3600829W AGR 13 .8 19 240 0.85 110 1.35 260

3601134W AGR 13 .8 19 12 0.85 11.8 .063 13

3601882W AGR 13 1.5 .02 1.5

3602064W AGR 25 --- -- 8 --- --- --- .02 11

3602869W LAN 15 1.5 2 8 0.8 .02 .02 8

3602874W AGR 5 .8 2 94 0.85 106 14.5 94

3602877W AGR 5 .8 2 47 0.85 53.1 7.24 55

3603179W LAN 15 .8 2 14 0.8 35.1 .263 34.8

3603179W LAN -- -- -- -- --- 35.1 .263 34.8

3603179W PWS -- 2.73 137 104 0.4 35.1 .263 34.8

Table J-1. Water Use Allocation, Crop Type, Soil Type, and Irrigated Area for Water Use Permits for
Use of Caloosahatchee River Water.

Permit
Land
Use

Crop
Type

Soil
Moisture

Rain
Station

Irrigation
Water Allocation

(acre-feet)
Project

Area
(acres)Area Efficiency Annual Monthly Daily

Land Use: AGR - agricultural; IND - industrial; LAN - landscaping; NUR - nursery;
PWS - Public Water Supply.
Crop Type: 10 - sugarcane; 13 - citrus; 15 - sod; 20 - pasture; 25 - palm trees; 56 - melons;

60 - tomatoes.
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Permitted Surface Water Pumps

Surface water pumps are an important component of the irrigation network. The
network is the system of canals that supplies water for the irrigation pumps. The irrigation
strategy in the basin has been to maintain the water levels in the irrigation supply canals
for the growers to withdrawal water as needed. Location and characteristics of the surface
water pumps is necessary information for constructing and simulating irrigation in the
basin. A coverage was created that includes pumps used for water supply purposes. The
coverage was created from the list of pumps was developed from the water use permit files
obtained from the Water Use Division of SFWMD (Figure J-24). The pump list included
pumps that tapped both ground water and surface water. Water supply pumps draw water
from the six aquifers as well as surface water sources. The surface water sources include
on-site ponds and canals and the water table aquifer which are closely connected. Most of
the supplemental irrigation water used in the LOSA not obtained from the Caloosahatchee
River is obtained from either the Sandstone aquifer, Surficial Aquifer System (SAS), or
the lower Tamiami aquifer. A few farms obtain irrigation water from the water table
aquifer or on-site surface sources. Water obtained from the latter sources could be
essentially using Caloosahatchee River water that had pumped into the irrigation canals
and seeped back into the water table aquifer. As a result, surface water irrigation network
only included the pumps for surface water from the Caloosahatchee River.

The surface water pumps in the irrigation network were those associated with
water use permits that were allocated water from the Caloosahatchee River and those
pumps whose attributes indicated that the water source was the C-43 Canal. The
characteristics of the pumps using river water are provided in Table J-2. The
characteristics include the permit number for reference, type of pump, pump location in
State Planar coordinates (Florida East Zone), intake elevation, pump size and capacity
(where information is available), and the source canal of the irrigation network.

The pump locations were checked for accuracy by the Water Use Division staff
and checked again by IFAS staff to ensure that the pumps were located on the correct
permit. However, where the grower may have recently moved pumps the locations may be
inaccurate. The irrigation pumps listed in this report consist of the primary farm pumps.
Supplemental pumps or temporary pumps are not listed. It has been common practice to
move or add additional pumps to meet local irrigation requirements within the permitted
allocation. Additional pumps within the permitted parcel are not listed in the database and
included in the coverage. The information on the pumps could not be verified.

Irrigation Network

The irrigation network for the Caloosahatchee Basin is the combination of pumps
and canals that deliver water from the river to the user. The irrigation network includes the
Caloosahatchee River and several secondary canals, which are used to deliver water from
the river to the individual farm. The secondary canals are controlled and maintained by
water control districts (WCDs) that are in turn owned by landowners within each district.
Many of the WCDs are special taxing districts (Chapter 298 F.S.) while a few of the
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Figure J-24. Permitted Surface and Ground Water Pumps in the Caloosahatchee Basin.
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Table J-2. Surface Water Pump Information for Caloosahatchee Surface Water Usage.

mber
Water Use

Permit Pump

Location
(State Planar) Intake

Elevation
(NGVD)

Pump Properties

Water SourceEasting Northing
Diameter

(in.) Stat Type
Capacity

(GPM)

1 2200002W 1 453798 917324 7.5 24 01 16,000 C-19

2 2200006W 1 373860 886759 3 8 01 PORTA 2,500 C-43

3 2200006W 2 370117 884165 3 8 01 PORTA 2,500 C-43

4 2200023W 1 385233 896338 -3.8 18 01 TURBI 6,000 C-43/ CYPRESS BRANCH

5 2200024W 1 459958 921918 5 24 01 DIESE 14,000 L-41

6 2200024W 2 467909 914365 5 24 02 DIESE 14,000 C-43

7 2200029W 1 454702 908275 36 01 25,000 C-19

8 2200029W 2 454649 899912 32 01 30,000 C-19

9 2200041W 1 454331 918335 4.5 24 02 AXIAL 13,000 C-19

10 2200041W 2 454626 927711 5 18 01 AXIAL 6,000 L-42

11 2200041W 3 454627 927020 7.5 18 01 AXIAL 6,000 L-42

12 2200041W 4 459462 927119 3 23 01 AXIAL 10,000 L-41

13 2200041W 5 453936 932941 7 24 01 AXIAL 13,000 C-19

14 2200057W 1 394394 895460 18 01 6,000 C-43

15 2200057W 2 394568 895456 16 01 6,000 C-43

16 2200057W 3 394398 898908 16 01 3,500 C-43 CANAL

17 2200057W 4 394650 898891 14 01 4,200 C-43 CANAL

18 2200061W 1 454841 916384 36 01 AXIAL 30,000 C-19 CANAL

19 2200062W 1 443709 900683 5 36 01 AXIAL 25,000 C-43 CANAL

20 2200062W 2 454270 908421 5 48 02 AXIAL 50,000 C-19 CANAL

21 2200063W 1 467020 894174 4 60 01 VERT 80,000 LAKE HICPOCHEE

22 2200063W 2 496710 901579 4 52 01 CENTR 70,000 LD-1

23 2200063W 3 510205 893975 4 36 01 VERT 30,000 LD-1

24 2200063W 4 510205 893975 4 36 01 VERT 30,000 LD-1

25 2200063W 5 510205 893975 4 36 01 VERT 30,000 LD-1

26 2200063W 6 496710 901579 4 52 01 CENTR 70,000 LD-1

27 2200063W 7 478117 906094 9 52 01 CENTR 56,000 LD-3

28 2200063W 8 478117 906094 6 30 01 VERT 18,000 LD-3

29 2200063W 9 478117 906094 9 52 01 CENTR 56,000 LD-3

30 2200131W 1 437195 888908 6.5 12 02 AXIAL 3,000 C-43

31 2200131W 2 437195 888908 6.5 12 02 AXIAL 2,500 C-43

32 2200131W 3 437454 891293 24 02 CENTR 8,000 C-43

33 2200131W 4 437435 891293 24 02 CENTR 8,000 C-43

34 2200135W 1 443962 887397 12 02 AXIAL 3,000 C-43

35 2200135W 2 444037 884664 10 02 AXIAL 2,000 C-43

36 2200135W 3 446144 883248 24 02 AXIAL 12,000 C-43

37 2200148W 1 390046 898989 8 02 AXIAL 1,500 C-43/ CYPRESS BRANCH

38 2200148W 2 386212 897575 3 02 CENTR 200 C-43/ CYPRESS BRANCH

39 2200148W 3 386284 896031 18 02 AXIAL 7,500 C-43/ CYPRESS BRANCH

40 2200189W 1 443785 888994 -4 48 02 AXIAL 50,000 C-43/ HILLIARD CANAL

41 2200189W 2 443785 888962 -4 48 02 AXIAL 50,000 C-43/ HILLIARD CANAL

42 2200189W 3 443785 888932 -4 48 02 AXIAL 50,000 C-43/ HILLIARD CANAL
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43 2200212W 1 464949 902389 7 36 01 20,000 C-43/ NEWHALL

44 2200221W 1 390044 886378 10.5 10 01 CENTR 1,500 C-43

45 2200222W 1 443875 895500 6 16 01 AXIAL 4,000 C-43/ UNNAMED

46 2200222W 2 433625 900100 6 16 02 AXIAL 4,000 C-43/ UNNAMED

47 2200222W 3 433625 894400 6 18 02 AXIAL 5,000 C-43/ UNNAMED

48 2200235W 1 396035 893416 0 02 CENTR 8,500 C-43

49 2200243W 1 412642 895362 6 24 01 AXIAL 14,000 C-43 UNNAMED

50 2200248W 1 463744 899608 8 12 02 AXIAL 2,500 C-43

51 2200280W 1 409458 887704 6 8 02 CENTR 2,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

52 2200280W 2 407596 887704 6 8 02 CENTR 2,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

53 2200280W 3 405919 888664 6 8 02 CENTR 2,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

54 2200280W 4 405925 890184 6 8 02 CENTR 2,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

55 2200280W 5 405979 891705 6 8 02 CENTR 2,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

56 2200280W 6 405101 888121 6 8 02 CENTR 2,500 C-43/ CANAL 3

57 2200280W 7 403695 887658 6 8 02 CENTR 2,500 C-43/ CANAL 3

58 2200280W 8 402119 888088 6 8 02 CENTR 2,500 C-43/ CANAL 3

59 2600003W 1 457687 880386 9 60 02 AXIAL 100,000 C-43/ HILLIARD CANAL

60 2600003W 2 457687 880386 9 60 02 AXIAL 100,000 C-43/ HILLIARD CANAL

61 2600022W 1 335362 865023 16 01 AXIAL 10,000 BANANA BRANCH

62 2600022W 2 332776 864005 8 01 AXIAL 2,500 FORT SIMMONS BRANCH

63 2600024W 1 539048 891156 5.31 14 01 CENTR 2,100 LAKE OKEECHOBEE

64 2600024W 2 539048 891156 5.31 14 01 CENTR 2,100 LAKE OKEECHOBEE

65 2600024W 3 539048 891156 5.31 14 01 CENTR 2,400 LAKE OKEECHOBEE

66 2600024W 4 539048 891156 5.31 14 01 CENTR 5,600 LAKE OKEECHOBEE

67 2600024W 5 531569 880029 6 12 02 CENTR 5,000 LAKE OKEECHOBEE

68 2600024W 6 523209 874069 8 16 02 MIX F 5,000 LAT. CANAL 16

69 2600026W 1 443280 879815 11 24 01 AXIAL 15,000 C-43/ HILLIARD C

70 2600026W 2 443280 879700 11 18 01 AXIAL 6,000 C-43/ HILLIARD C

71 2600030W 1 330290 878950 11 6 01 CENTR 1,200 JACKS BRANCH

72 2600030W 2 329297 879417 10.6 4 01 CENTR 500 JACKS BRANCH

73 2600031W 1 339718 875742 7 6 01 CENTR 900 C-43

74 2600031W 2 339780 875760 10 8 01 TURBI 1,300 C-43

75 2600046W 1 346600 881700 6 01 CENTR 500 C-43/ BEE BRANCH

76 2600058W 1 345959 874679 12 01 3,200 C-43

77 2600062W 1 342265 875926 9 4 01 CENTR 30 C-43

78 2600063W 1 342412 876234 6 01 1,500 C-43

79 2600076W 1 320824 865332 8 01 CENTR 1,400 C-43/ TOWNSEND CANA

80 2600076W 2 317741 864452 12 01 TURBI 2,000 C-43/ TOWNSEND CANA

81 2600076W 3 317375 864059 6 01 CENTR 1,200 C-43/ TOWNSEND CANA

82 2600076W 4 315536 864454 8 01 CENTR 1,200 C-43/ TOWNSEND CANA

83 2600076W 5 317405 861288 6 01 CENTR 1,200 C-43/ TOWNSEND CANA

84 2600082W 1 317858 856004 36 01 40,000 C-43/ TOWNSEND CANA

Table J-2. Surface Water Pump Information for Caloosahatchee Surface Water Usage.

mber
Water Use

Permit Pump

Location
(State Planar) Intake

Elevation
(NGVD)

Pump Properties

Water SourceEasting Northing
Diameter

(in.) Stat Type
Capacity

(GPM)
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85 2600082W 2 317858 856004 36 01 40,000 C-43/ TOWNSEND CANA

86 2600082W 3 336189 855890 20 01 11,000 C-43/ TOWNSEND CANA

87 2600082W 4 336189 855890 20 01 11,000 C-43/ TOWNSEND CANA

88 2600082W 5 336189 855890 20 01 11,000 C-43/ TOWNSEND CANA

89 2600082W 6 348734 855863 36 01 40,000 C-43/ TOWNSEND CANA

90 2600092W 1 333865 876296 6 01 CENTR 800 C-43

91 2600093W 1 335870 876127 6 01 CENTR 800 JACKS BRANCH

92 2600093W 1 335870 876127 6 01 750 C-43

93 2600095W 1 332350 877500 6 01 CENTR 800 JACKS BRANCH

94 2600106W 1 317793 849042 01 C-43/ TOWNSEND CANA

95 2600106W 2 317831 849077 01 C-43/ TOWNSEND CANA

96 2600106W 3 317903 850366 10 36 01 AXIAL 28,000 C-43

97 2600106W 4 317903 850366 10 36 02 AXIAL 28,000 C-43

98 2600108W 1 408533 819863 0 16 01 AXIAL 2,500 DGWCD E-3 CANAL

99 2600108W 2 409924 821283 0 30 02 AXIAL 10,000 DGWCD E-3 CANAL

100 2600122W 1 317646 839228 25 18 01 PROPE 5,300 C-43/ HENDRY C

101 2600122W 2 317657 839180 25 8 01 TURBI 700 C-43/ HENDRY C

102 2600123W 1 414752 882056 8 30 01 AXIAL 25,000 C-43

103 2600123W 2 419232 884575 15 28 02 AXIAL 20,000 C-43

104 2600139W 1 462844 884703 48 01 C-43

105 2600139W 2 462844 884703 48 01 C-43

106 2600139W 3 462844 884703 42 01 C-43

107 2600139W 4 478973 858268 01 15,000 C-43

108 2600139W 5 485251 885560 01 5,000 C-43

109 2600139W 6 465265 888720 01 6,000 C-43

110 2600139W 7 488811 885891 01 4,000 C-43

111 2600139W 8 487227 885785 01 5,000 C-43

112 2600139W 9 486357 885717 01 6,000 C-43

113 2600147W 1 363664 884203 10 01 80 C-43

114 2600158W 2 353000 873000 10 8 01 CENTR 4,000 MESSER CANAL

115 2600158W 1 352000 873750 10 8 01 CENTR 4,000 MESSER CANAL

116 2600161W 1 315542 816392 23 8 02 CENTR 800 LEHIGH CANAL

117 2600173W 1 399000 852750 0 0 02 AXIAL 7,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

118 2600173W 2 414000 852750 0 0 02 AXIAL 14,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

119 2600173W 3 426000 852750 0 0 02 AXIAL 13,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

120 2600176W 1 414400 857653 54 01 AXIAL 75,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

121 2600176W 2 414400 857653 54 01 AXIAL 75,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

122 2600176W 3 415000 865229 2.5 54 02 AXIAL 75,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

123 2600176W 4 415010 865229 2.5 54 02 AXIAL 75,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

124 2600177W 1 414507 839577 20 36 02 28,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

125 2600179W 1 394700 862400 18.5 30 01 AXIAL 15,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

126 2600179W 2 394700 862400 18.5 30 01 AXIAL 15,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

Table J-2. Surface Water Pump Information for Caloosahatchee Surface Water Usage.

mber
Water Use

Permit Pump

Location
(State Planar) Intake

Elevation
(NGVD)

Pump Properties

Water SourceEasting Northing
Diameter

(in.) Stat Type
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127 2600215W 2 338071 877846 -3 12 02 TURBI 1,140 C-43

128 2600222W 4 348009 811096 22 10 02 CENTR 3,500 TOWNSEND CANAL

129 2600222W 2 348377 810920 22 10 01 CENTR 3,500 TOWNSEND CANAL

130 2600234W 1 457753 860627 14.5 8 02 1,500 C-43/ H-H CANAL

131 2600234W 2 457753 860627 14.5 8 02 1,500 C-43/ H-H CANAL

132 2600234W 3 457753 860627 14.5 54 02 40,000 C-43/ H-H CANAL

133 2600235W 1 439100 862000 11 30 01 AXIAL 15,000 MYRTLE SLOUGH C

134 2600235W 2 441000 863400 11 30 01 AXIAL 15,000 JACK SPRAT

135 2600235W 3 434550 873200 11 30 01 AXIAL 15,000 C-43/ H-H CANAL

136 2600235W 4 435340 868342 11 02 AXIAL 25,000 MYRTLE SLOUGH

137 2600235W 5 441499 869873 30 02 AXIAL 15,000 C-43/ H-H CANAL

138 2600236W 1 337375 876750 12 01 CENTR 446 C-43

139 2600246W 1 349700 883040 3 6 01 CENTR 600 C-43

140 2600246W 2 349700 883040 3 4 01 CENTR 350 C-43

141 2600250W 1 457797 866408 13 12 01 AXIAL 3,500 C-43/ H-H CANAL

142 2600259W 1 458258 862464 12 24 02 TURBI 11,500 C-43/CR-833 CANAL

143 2600260W 1 323000 866310 3 02 CENTR 175 C-43

144 2600264W 1 330500 875550 10 8 01 TURBI 750 C-43

145 2600279W 1 399229 854351 18 12 02 AXIAL 3,500 3-S LATERAL

146 2600279W 2 399397 848999 18 8 02 AXIAL 1,000 3-S LATERAL

147 2600292W 1 462970 866934 14 10 02 AXIAL 1,300 LAT 1-2

148 2600292W 2 462970 866934 14 10 02 AXIAL 1,300 LAT 1-2

149 2600292W 3 463023 863864 13 24 01 AXIAL 11,500 LAT 1-2

150 2600293W 1 423000 875000 14 8 02 AXIAL 1,600 C-43

151 2600298W 1 329700 871480 3 12 01 CENTR 650 C-43

152 2600306W 1 433761 842942 16.5 24 01 AXIAL 12,500 JACK SPRAT CANAL

153 2600315W 5 412000 824100 21 16 02 AXIAL 4,500 C-3

154 2600315W 1 415600 827600 21 8 02 AXIAL 1,000 C-3

155 2600315W 2 415600 830800 21 8 02 AXIAL 1,000 C-3

156 2600315W 4 415000 837800 21 8 02 AXIAL 1,200 C-3

157 2600315W 3 415000 834300 21 8 02 AXIAL 1,000 C-3

158 2600316W 1 349577 875190 10.5 10 01 CENTR 1,000 MESSER CANAL

159 2600326W 1 327171 880235 3 3 01 CENTR JACKS BRANCH

160 2600326W 2 327171 880235 3 4 02 TURBI 300 JACKS BRANCH

161 2600350W 1 331424 875883 0 4 02 CENTR 300 C-43

162 2600352W 1 331533 878022 5 2 01 130 JACKS BRANCH

163 2600356W 1 326664 866972 02 CENTR 50 C-43

164 2600357W 1 264426 813423 01 CENTR 200 C-43

165 2600361W 1 346562 873098 5.2 10 02 TURBI 2,500 ADJACENT CANAL

166 2600376W 1 426732 880093 13 8 01 AXIAL 1,000 C-43/ 42-FOOT CANAL

167 2600377W 1 463012 861516 13 24 02 AXIAL 11,500 C-43/ H-H CANAL

168 2600378W 1 428893 892290 8 01 CENTR 350 C-43

Table J-2. Surface Water Pump Information for Caloosahatchee Surface Water Usage.

mber
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169 2600380W 1 327992 869154 6 02 CENTR 3,000 C-43

170 2600405W 1 332671 878656 3 01 CENTR 370 JACKS BRANCH

171 2600406W 1 330211 868104 5.3 02 320 BANANA BRANCH

172 2600417W 1 442700 872950 24 01 AXIAL 17,000 C-43/ HILLIARD CANAL

173 2600417W 2 442710 872430 24 01 AXIAL 17,000 C-43/ HILLIARD CANAL

174 2600421W 1 328900 870500 -1 12 02 TURBI 3,800 C-43

175 2600421W 2 329100 873000 -1 18 02 TURBI 7,000 C-43

176 2600422W 1 329044 866047 3 10 02 TURBI 1,200 FORT SIMMONS BRANCH

177 2600422W 2 329044 866047 12 02 CENTR 3,000 FORT SIMMONS BRANCH

178 2600451W 1 440402 873830 14 40 02 AXIAL 15,000 C-43/ H-H CANAL

179 2600459W 1 337221 876224 3 02 AXIAL 100 C-43

180 2600459W 2 335767 876233 8 02 AXIAL 600 C-43

181 2600463W 1 415206 857786 20.5 10 02 CENTR 2,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

182 2600463W 2 415133 858649 20.5 10 02 CENTR 2,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

183 2600465W 1 329250 869125 3 01 CENTR 200 BANANA BRANCH

184 2600467W 1 432665 889905 8.5 48 02 AXIAL 40,000 C-43/ MYRTLE SLOUGH

185 2600467W 2 432665 889905 8.5 48 02 AXIAL 40,000 C-43/ MYRTLE SLOUGH

186 2600467W 3 432670 881200 10 42 02 AXIAL 30,000 C-43/ MYRTLE SLOUGH

187 2600467W 4 432670 881200 10 48 02 AXIAL 40,000 C-43/ MYRTLE SLOUGH

188 2600475W 1 426600 867050 16 02 AXIAL 6,000 C-43/ 42-FOOT CANAL

189 2600495W 1 444975 857750 02 AXIAL 35,000 C-43/ HILLIARD CANAL

190 2600495W 2 443454 873790 02 AXIAL 15,000 C-43/ HILLIARD CANAL

191 2600510W 1 410190 878905 02 AXIAL 150,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

192 2600510W 2 414845 862633 02 AXIAL 105,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

193 2600537W 1 332536 876032 9 8 01 TURBI 850 C-43

194 2600543W 1 329842 871260 12 2 01 CENTR 500 C-43

195 2600603W 20 403629 881851 0 0 02 TURBI 3,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

196 2600603W 19 403629 881851 0 0 02 TURBI 3,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

197 2600603W 16 402971 876079 0 0 02 TURBI 2,250 C-43/ CANAL 3

198 2600603W 15 402971 876079 0 0 02 TURBI 2,250 C-43/ CANAL 3

199 2600603W 17 400568 876069 0 0 02 TURBI 2,500 C-43/ CANAL 3

200 2600603W 18 400568 876069 0 0 02 TURBI 2,500 C-43/ CANAL 3

201 2600603W 14 401645 875612 0 0 02 TURBI 2,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

202 2600603W 13 401645 875612 0 0 02 TURBI 2,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

203 2600603W 8 403374 870674 0 0 02 TURBI 2,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

204 2600603W 7 403374 870674 0 0 02 TURBI 2,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

205 2600603W 5 406423 870652 0 0 02 TURBI 2,500 C-43/ CANAL 3

206 2600603W 6 406423 870652 0 0 02 TURBI 2,500 C-43/ CANAL 3

207 2600603W 9 400545 870647 0 0 02 TURBI 1,875 C-43/ CANAL 3

208 2600603W 10 400545 870647 0 0 02 TURBI 1,875 C-43/ CANAL 3

209 2600603W 11 398193 870641 0 0 02 TURBI 1,875 C-43/ CANAL 3

210 2600603W 12 398193 870641 0 0 02 TURBI 1,875 C-43/ CANAL 3

Table J-2. Surface Water Pump Information for Caloosahatchee Surface Water Usage.

mber
Water Use

Permit Pump

Location
(State Planar) Intake

Elevation
(NGVD)

Pump Properties

Water SourceEasting Northing
Diameter

(in.) Stat Type
Capacity

(GPM)
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R

Nu
WCDs are privately held. The farms within the 298 Districts may have individual water-
use permits and the irrigation pumps for those farms are described in the permits. The
private WCDs have been permitted as a single entity and only the diversion pump is
described in the permit. In the private WCDs, the individual farm pumps are not permitted
and no information is available concerning those pumps.

The irrigation network includes the surface water pumps on the Caloosahatchee
River and the pumps on the secondary canals that can draw water from the river. Although

211 2600603W 3 408985 870620 0 0 02 TURBI 2,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

212 2600603W 4 408985 870620 0 0 02 TURBI 2,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

213 2600603W 2 411615 870620 0 0 02 TURBI 2,500 C-43/ CANAL 3

214 2600603W 1 411615 870620 0 0 02 TURBI 2,500 C-43/ CANAL 3

215 3600003W 1 275370 868060 5.4 12 01 VERT 1,750 C-43

216 3600003W 2 275370 868060 5.4 14 01 VERT 3,000 C-43

217 3600003W 3 275370 868060 5.4 14 01 VERT 3,850 C-43

218 3600004W 1 306919 865343 3 01 CENTR 175 C-43

219 3600004W 2 306929 865355 3 01 CENTR 175 C-43

220 3600006W 1 310880 866836 -2 6 01 ELECT 400 C-43

221 3600006W 2 310098 866771 -2 3 01 CENTR 400 C-43

222 3600023W 1 306856 866591 11 5 02 CENTR 700 C-43

223 3600024W 1 298151 872501 0 6 01 CENTR 600 C-43/ CYPRESS

224 3600024W 2 298025 866896 0 4 01 CENTR 300 C-43

225 3600035W 1 271490 866770 1.5 18 01 VERT 7,000 C-43

226 3600035W 2 271490 866770 1.5 18 01 VERT 7,000 C-43

227 3600035W 3 271490 866770 1.5 18 01 VERT 7,000 C-43

228 3600035W 4 276000 868014 02 C-43

229 3600262W 1 306215 866840 10 01 CENTR 300 C-43

230 3600262W 2 308440 866775 10 10.44 01 CENTR 1,160 C-43

231 3600829W 1 295709 870372 -1 8 02 CENTR 1,250 C-43/ CYPRESS CREEK

232 3600829W 2 295737 870427 -1 8 02 CENTR 1,250 C-43/ CYPRESS CREEK

233 3601134W 1 314894 854013 20 9 02 CENTR 600 DOG CANAL

234 3601882W 1 306382 861803 2 02 CENTR 600 BEDMANS CREEK

235 3602064W 1 294203 867184 10 01 200 C-43

236 3602285W 1 300858 864497 0 01 CENTR 222 C-43

237 3602869W 1 273506 869156 5 2 02 CENTR 100 C-43

238 3602874W 1 245225 859430 10 6 02 CENTR 600 C-43

239 3602877W 1 248954 858059 10 6 02 CENTR 600 C-43/ ORANGE RIVER

240 3602934W 1 303017 864454 10 2 01 PHASE 60
BEDMANS CREEK CENT

100 C-43

Table J-2. Surface Water Pump Information for Caloosahatchee Surface Water Usage.

mber
Water Use
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it appears that there is a close connection between the canals and the water table aquifer,
shallow ground water pumps are not included in the network.

The irrigation network includes several secondary and many tertiary canals
(Figure J-25). The irrigation network was determined by locating all parcels that were
permitted to use surface water from the secondary canals. The 1:24,000 scale
hydrographic coverage was simplified to remove all flow paths that did not connect the
permitted parcels to the river. The list of irrigation pumps was obtained from the SFWMD
Water Use Division that contained all permitted surface water pumps as of December
1997. The surface water pumps located on the secondary canals were identified and
converted into a GIS coverage. The irrigation network was extended to include the surface
water pumps (Figure J-26).

There was little information available concerning the dimensions of the irrigation
canals. Although some information is available concerning canal construction, the canal
design descriptions are probably inaccurate due to erosion. Design descriptions were not
available for all secondary canals. It was expected that this information could be found in
the Plan of Reclamation for each WCD. Unfortunately, the plans could not be obtained as
a single document from a public source.

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY STRUCTURES AND
CANALS

The canal system in the Caloosahatchee Basin consists of a primary canal system
maintained by the SFWMD and several secondary canals that are maintained privately or
by various Chapter 298 F.S. drainage districts. These drainage districts are special
districts authorized to tax landowners for the purpose of drainage improvements or water
management projects. The majority of the system is located in Hendry County and
southern Glades County.

The Primary canal system consists of the C-43 Canal (Caloosahatchee River),
C-19 Canal, C-20 and C-21 canals, and the L-1 and L-2 levee borrow canals. There are
several structures on these canals, which are designed to maintain upstream water levels.

The canals and water control structures were designed to provide 33 cfs mi-2 or 1.25
inches of drainage for the Caloosahatchee Basin. The operating conditions for these
structures are given in Table J-3.

The secondary system consists of several canals that provide drainage or irrigation.
For drainage, these canals were designed to provide the same drainage capacity as allowed
by the USACE design for the entire basin. The design provided adequate drainage for
their project area but did not provide capacity for upstream areas. The canals used for
drainage have few water control structures to prevent over-drainage. The detailed design
dimensions of the drainage systems are not generally available, and do not reflect the
current canal dimensions because of erosion and sedimentation. Descriptions of the
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Figure J-25. Irrigation Canal Network for the Lake Okeechobee Service Area.
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basin Boundaries

Figure J-26. Irrigation Canal Network and the Caloosahatchee River Water Pumps for the
Lake Okeechobee Service Area.
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discharge control structures are provided in Table J-4 and the locations of the structures is
provided in Figure J-26.

Table J-3. Operating Schedules for the Primary Canal System.

Structure Canal Operating Rule

S77 C-43
Discharge rule follows Lake Okeechobee regulation schedule
(see chart).

S-78 C-43
Maintain upstream canal stage between 10.8 and 11.3 feet
NGVD.

S-79 C-43

Maintain upstream canal stage between 2.8 and 3.4 feet NGVD.
Rules allow lowering stage to 2.2 feet to accommodate
anticipated runoff, however stage maintained above 2.5 feet to
provide water for Lee County water supply intakes.

S-47D C-19 Maintain upstream water between 12.5 and 13.0 feet NGVD.

S-47B C-19 Maintain upstream water between 14 and 15.5 feet NGVD.

S-342 C-19 Maintain upstream water above 16 feet NGVD.

C-5
Release water from lake when Lake Okeechobee is above 14.5
feet and Nicodemus Slough is low.

C-5A L-41
Release water from lake when Lake Okeechobee is above 14.5
feet and basin is below 12.0 feet NGVD.

S-235 C-43 & LD1
Kept open when possible to provide water and drainage for S-4
Basin. Stage maintained in S-4 borrow canals 11-14 feet NGVD.

S-4 L-21
Pump storm water runoff into lake when stage in C-20 exceeds
14 feet NGVD.

S-169 L-21 Left open to lake when the lake is below 13.5 feet.

S-310 L-21 Left open when the lake is below 13.5 feet.
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Table J-4. Drainage Controls Structures on Secondary Canals of Caloosahatchee Basin upstream
of S-79.

Number Project Name SW Permit Type of Structure

Inlet
Width/

Diameter
Inlet

Height
Control

Elevation

430 Gerber Groves 26-179 cmp w/riser 2-73" 44" 23.8

438 Barron WCD 26-176 cmp w/fbr 3-90"

305 Gerber Groves 26-00179 sheet Pile Weir 20.61

452 Gerber Groves 26-179 weir 30' 19'

453 Barron WCD 26-176 cmp w/fbr 5-77" 44"

454 Barron WCD 26-176 weir w/fbr

439 Barron WCD 26-176 pumps 2

455 Barron WCD 26-176 cmp w/fbr 5-77" 44"

294 C-4 Canal C-4 cmp 5-72"

293 C-4 Canal C-4 cmp 4-60" 40'

71 Alico Inc. 26-315 weir w v-notch orifice 0.5 na

73 Alico Inc. 26-315 weir w v-notch orifice 0.4 na

296 Alico Inc. 26-108 cmp 2-60"

431 Gerber Groves 26-179 cmp w/riser 3-72"x50'" 21

430 Gerber Groves 26-179 cmp w/riser 2-73" "44" 23.8

274 LPDD Townsend wier

276 LPDD Townsend wier

285 CPI-LPDD Townsend cmp

282 LPDD Townsend BCWw/FBR

334 ECWCD S-H-1 Bedman BCWw/FBR

281 LPDD Townsend BCWw/FBR

465 Clewiston DD gated culvert 72" "66"

466 Sugarland Main screw gates 2-5'x10' 7' 15

467 S-310 C&SFFCD lock

468 S-169 C&SFFCD cmp w/gates 3-84" 15.5'

469 Culvert 2 C&SFFCD culvert

470 S-4 C&SFFCD pump

471 S-236 C&SFFCD pump

472 CU-5 C&SFFCD culvert

473 S-47B C&SFFCD culvert

474 S-342 C&SFFCD culvert

475 CU-5A C&SFFCD culvert

476 S-47D C&SFFCD spillway

477 S-78 C&SFFCD spillway

478 S-79 C&SFFCD splock

479 S-77 C&SFFCD spillway

480 S-235 C&SFFCD culvert
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For irrigation there are pump stations on several canals (Townsend, Canal 3, Canal
4, Hilliard, Hendry-Hilliard, and Flaghole). These pump stations are designed to raise the
water levels in the upstream canal segments to make water available for farm-level
irrigation pumps to withdrawal water from the canal. The pumps are operated on float-
switches to maintain canal levels during critical dry periods. The pumps are located at
structures that include weirs with gates or movable boards that facilitate drainage during
wet periods. The location of the pumps is provided in Figure J-27 and descriptions of the
diversion pumps are provided in Table J-5.
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Table J-5. Secondary Irrigation and Drainage Pumps in the Caloosahatchee Basin.

Number
Water Use

Permit

Intake
Elevation
(NGVD)

Upstream
Elevation

Diameter
(in.) Type Capacity Water Source

154 2600315W 21 29 8 AXIAL 1,000 C-3

104 2600139W na 17 48 na na C-43

105 2600139W na 17.5 48 na na C-43

106 2600139W na 17.5 42 na na C-43

59 2600003W 9 14.5 60 AXIAL 100,000 HILLIARD CANAL

60 2600003W 9 14.5 60 AXIAL 100,000 HILLIARD CANAL

130 2600234W 14.5 21 8 na 1,500 C-43/ H-H CANAL

131 2600234W 14.5 21 8 na 1,500 C-43/ H-H CANAL

132 2600234W 14.5 21 54 na 40,000 C-43/ H-H CANAL

40 2200189W 11 17 48 AXIAL 50,000 HILLIARD CANAL

41 2200189W 11 17 48 AXIAL 50,000 HILLIARD CANAL

42 2200189W 11 17 48 AXIAL 50,000 HILLIARD CANAL

36 2200135W 12.5 na 24 AXIAL 12,000 C-43

191 2600510W 12.5 14 na AXIAL 150,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

122 2600176W 14.5 20 54 AXIAL 75,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

123 2600176W 14.5 20 54 AXIAL 75,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

120 2600176W 14 18.5 54 AXIAL 75,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

121 2600176W 14 18.5 54 AXIAL 75,000 C-43/ CANAL 3

125 2600179W 18.5 21 30 AXIAL 1,5000 C-43/ CANAL 3

126 2600179W 18.5 21 30 AXIAL 15,000 CANAL 3

84 2600082W na 21 36 na 40,000 TOWNSEND CANAL

85 2600082W na 21 36 na 40,000 TOWNSEND CANAL

86 2600082W na 21 20 na 11,000 TOWNSEND CANAL

87 2600082W na na 20 na 11,000 TOWNSEND CANAL

88 2600082W na na 20 na 11,000 TOWNSEND CANAL

89 2600082W na na 36 na 40,000 TOWNSEND CANAL

94 2600106W 10 22 36 AXIAL 28,000 C-43

95 2600106W 10 22 36 AXIAL 28,000 C-43

96 2600106W 10 22 36 AXIAL 2,8000 C-43

97 2600106W 10 22 36 AXIAL 28,000 C-43

128 2600222W 22 na 10 CENTR 3,500 TOWNSEND CANAL

129 2600222W 22 na 10 CENTR 3,500 TOWNSEND CANAL

22 2200063W 7 10.5 52 CENTR 70,000 LD-1

23 2200063W 7 10.5 36 VERT. 30,000 LD-1

24 2200063W 7 10.5 36 VERT. 30,000 LD-1

25 2200063W 7 10.5 36 VERT. 30,000 LD-1

26 2200063W 7 10.5 52 CENTR 70,000 LD-1

27 2200063W 7 13.5 52 CENTR 56,000 LD-3

28 2200063W 6 13.5 30 VERT. 18,000 LD-3

29 2200063W 9 13.5 52 CENTR 56,000 LD-3

67 2600024W 6 13.5 12 CENTR 5,000 OKEECHOBEE

68 2600024W 15 14 16 MIX F 5,000 LATERAL NO.16

243 Sugarland 15 13 45,000 C-21

244 Clewiston 16 13 65,000 C-21

245 Clewiston 11 13.5 37,000 INDUSTRIAL CANAL
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION

Drainage and Irrigation Data and Coverages

The data and coverages developed as part of this task are available on the
University of Florida, Southwest Florida Research and Education Center anonymous ftp
site: arc.imok.ufl.edu/pub/wqgis. The following data stored as zipped files are located at
that site:

Surface and ground water well coverages for Charlotte, Glades, Hendry, and Lee
counties:

Chwell97.zip

Glwell97.zip

Hewell97.zip

Lewell97.zip

Irrigation network:

Pump data excel-file

Arc/view shape files describing irrigation network:

Canal.zip

Drainage network:

Drainage network coverage (Caltrib.zip)

Flowpaths descriptive document (flowpaths.doc)

Drainage control structure data excel-file (structfin.xls)

Soil-Landscape coverages:

County coverages (Hescape.zip, Glscape.zip, Lescape.zip, Chscape.zip)

MikeShe soil-landscape physical properties database. (Florsoil.zip)

Soil-landscape document. (Soilsdata.doc)
J-57



Appendix J CWMP Appendices
Drainage Control Structures in the Caloosahatchee Basin

The list below contains the available information describing the drainage control
structures in the basin. These structures include control structures for farms and urban
projects that have surface water permits, primary structures on the primary canal system,
and significant bridges and culverts that affect flow.

ID Structure number from coverage

East State Plane Coordinates, Florida East, Easting

North State Plane Coordinates, Florida East, Northing

Project Name
Name of project owner, urban subbasin, or
WCD

SW Permit SFWMD surface water permit number

Type of Structure Type of discharge structure

Inlet Width/Diameter Width or diameter of structure (feet)

Inlet Height Height of the structure opening (feet)

Control Elevation Control elevation for water release (feet NGVD)

Crest Elevation Elevation of top of structure (feet NGVD)

Orifice Dimension Dimensions of bleeder orifice (feet)

Discharge Diameter
Diameter of discharge structure for weirs and
drop inlets (feet)

Discharge Length Length of discharge culvert (feet)

Ring Diameter Diameter of ring bleeder structure (feet)

Capacity Discharge capacity for structure

SW per Area Permitted area for surface water project (acres)

Farm Area Area of farm within surface water permit (acres)

Reservoir Area Reservoir area in surface water permit (acres)

Allowable Discharge Allowable discharge for the permitted area

Crop Crop for farmed area

Ditch Spacing Drainage ditch spacing (feet)

Ditch Depth Drainage ditch depth and width (feet)
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Appendix K
ASSESSMENT OF CALOOSAHATCHEE DESIGN
ELEMENTS IN THE RESTUDY AND THE LOWER
EAST COAST REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY PLAN

USING REVISED CALOOSAHATCHEE
HYDROLOGY

K. Konyha
South Florida Water Management District

SUMMARY

Recent hydrologic studies done for the Caloosahatchee Water Management Plan
(CWMP) show less runoff and more demand in the Caloosahatchee Basin, as compared to
estimates used in the Lower East Coast Regional Water Supply Plan (LEC Plan). These
changes affect the LEC Plan by greatly reducing the available water in the basin. This
memorandum describes an assessment of the performance of the reservoir - aquifer
storage and recovery (ASR) - backpumping facilities proposed by the LEC Plan using
revised Caloosahatchee hydrology. In this analysis, it was assumed that water supply
releases from Lake Okeechobee to the Caloosahatchee Basin are restricted to 29,000 acre-
foot per year. The study finds the following:

1. The proposed facilities would only provide a 1-in-3 level of
drought protection for the 175,000 acres of irrigated land
anticipated in the CWMP 2020 scenario.

2. The proposed facilities could provide a 1-in-10 level of drought
protection for 120,000 acres of irrigated land.

3. By increasing the reservoir capacity to 220,000 acre-foot, the
proposed facilities could provide a 1-in-10 level of drought pro-
tection for the 175,000 acres of irrigated land anticipated in the
CWMP 2020 scenario.

4. Backpumping to Lake Okeechobee may not be practical under
the assumptions in some 2020 scenarios, but remain a viable
option in others.
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BACKGROUND

Motivation for the CWMP Reassessment of Caloosahatchee
Hydrology

During the development of the LEC Plan it was determined that there was a need
to reassess the estimates of Caloosahatchee runoff and demands used in water supply
modeling. This is important to the LEC Plan because agricultural stakeholders believed
that 2020 demand estimates for the Caloosahatchee needed to be reanalyzed.

Previous demand and runoff estimates were developed from reliable flow data but
the lack of reliable information on landuse, in particular landuse within the Lake
Okeechobee Service Area (LOSA), made estimates of future demands problematic.
Consequently, the CWMP was tasked with reassessing the hydrology in the
Caloosahatchee.

This reassessment has been completed (Konyha and Flagg, draft; Owasina, Dabbs,
and Jansen, draft). This reassessment is based on more detailed landuse information and a
determination of surface irrigated lands in LOSA. The reassessment uses deterministic
hydrologic modeling of all lands in the watershed over a 31-year period. The source of
irrigation water (ground water or C-43 water) is considered in the analysis. The new
estimates of runoff and demands are substantially different from the earlier estimates.
They show substantially less available water (i.e., runoff minus demands) in the
Caloosahatchee Basin than was assumed in the Restudy and initial runs of the LEC Plan.
A comparison of the two estimates is shown in Table K-1. The estimate of 2020 demands
has increased by 67,000 acre-foot per year (+53 percent) while the estimate of runoff has
decreased by 143,000 acre-foot per year (-18 percent).

Table K-1. Comparison of Average Annual Demand and Runoff from the East and West
Caloosahatchee Basin (1965-1995 Climate).a

a. Units are acre-foot per year.

Old Estimates
(Used in Restudy and LEC

Plan)

New Estimates
(Used in CWMP)

Demand Runoff Demand Runoff

1995 Land use 89,518 814,883 112,449 674,711

2020 Land use
(LEC Plan)

111,000 814,937 192,253 671,689

2050 Land use
(RESTUDY)

125,334 814,937 --- ---
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The new estimates of runoff (670,000 acre-foot per year) are not substantially
different from 1972-1995 measured basin runoff (650,000 acre-foot per year).
Approximately half of the differences in demands are caused by revisions in future land
use and half result from methodological differences. The revised estimates are preferred
over the previous estimates.

Potential Impact of the Revised Hydrology on Existing Restudy
Design Elements

To date, Restudy and LEC Plan analyses have had to rely on the old estimates in
their modeling efforts. The changes in runoff and demand are large and may affect the
performance of the design components being recommended by the LEC Plan. This study
assesses the performance of Restudy Design Elements for the Caloosahatchee using the
new estimates of demand and runoff developed by the CWMP.

Summary of Existing Restudy Design Elements

The Restudy has proposed a development of local water resources to reduce the
basin's reliance on Lake Okeechobee waters. Local water resources would be developed
using three methods: a regional reservoir, a set of ASR wells, and a set of pumps to lift
local runoff water back into Lake Okeechobee. A brief description of these three design
elements follows.

Reservoir - The reservoir is 10,000 acres in area with a 16-feet depth and a
capacity of 160,000 acre-foot. Waters are pumped from the C-43 Canal into the reservoir
using a pump with 2,500 cubic feet per second (cfs) capacity. The reservoir is located in
the West Caloosahatchee Drainage Basin. The operating rules for the reservoir are based
on reservoir storage and basin runoff.

ASRs - There are 22 sets of ASR wells each with a capacity of 10 million gallons
per day (mgd), and together they have a total capacity of 220 mgd. These inject waters
from the reservoir or withdraw waters from the ASRs. A 75 percent recovery is assumed
regardless of the period stored underground. It is assumed that there is no mixing with
higher salinity aquifer water. The operating rules of the ASRs are based on reservoir
storage.

Backpumping - A set of pumps near the S-78 Structure lift waters from the
reservoir and the West Caloosahatchee Basin into the East Caloosahatchee Basin. A
second set of pumps lift waters from the East Caloosahatchee Basin through a storm water
treatment area into Lake Okeechobee. The pump capacity of these facilities is 1,000 cfs.
Operating rules for the pumps are based on the reservoir storage volume.

Note: These are generic design elements that may be replaced by alternate design
elements in the future. For example, the number of reservoirs, their location(s),
the size of ASR's, or the development of wellfields in lieu of reservoirs are all
potential alternatives to the generic design elements discussed here. All are
consistent with this analysis in the sense that all develop the local water resource.
K-3



Appendix K CWMP Appendices
PROBLEM STATEMENT

This paper assesses the performance of the proposed Reservoir - ASR -
Backpumping facilities using the revised estimates of Caloosahatchee Basin runoff and
demands. The assessment asks three questions: how well would the system perform; how
much land could the system adequately irrigate; and what size reservoir would be needed
to provide adequate irrigation?

Assessment #1: Describe the performance of the existing Restudy Design
Elements

The objective of this assessment is to determine the level of service that would be
provided by the Restudy Design Elements as described above. Because runoff has
decreased and irrigation has increased, the level-of-service will be below the desired 1-in-
10. Because there is competition between irrigation demands and estuarine needs it is
assumed, a priori, that estuarine needs will be met even though irrigation demands are not
met.

Assessment #2: Determine the maximum irrigated land area that could be supplied
at a 1-in-10 level of service using the existing Restudy Design Elements

The objective of this assessment is to determine the acres of land that can be
irrigated by the C-43 while still meeting the desired 1-in-10 level of service and also
meeting estuarine needs.

Assessment #3: Determine the reservoir size needed to meet revised CWMP 2020
demands with a 1-in-10 level of service

The goal of the LEC Plan is to achieve a 1-in-10 level of service for all anticipated
future water supply needs. This objective of this assessment is to describe one method of
meeting that requirement. For the purpose of this study, the size of the reservoir will be
increased until both water supply demands and estuarine needs can be met.

METHODOLOGY

Modeling Approach

A computer model called OPTI-5 is used for these analyses. The model
determines operational rules for storage/release systems (i.e. reservoir, ASRs, and
backpumping facilities). The goal of the model is to find operational rules that
simultaneously supply the irrigation demands in the basin and also meet the environmental
criteria for the Caloosahatchee Estuary. This type of model is well suited for situations
where there is competition for a resource. In this case, the competition is between human
demands and estuarine needs and the resource is watershed runoff. This model was
written for the District under contract by John Labadie (1997).
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The Caloosahatchee Optimization model requires three operational rules: a
reservoir rule, an ASR rule, and a backpumping rule. The operational rule for the reservoir
describes when water is pumped to/from the reservoir and how much is pumped. The
operational rule for the ASRs describes when ASR water is injected/withdrawn. The
operational rule for backpumping describes when and how much water is withdrawn from
the reservoir and sent back to Lake Okeechobee.

The model uses a Genetic Algorithm to select the operational rules, testing the
performance of the system using a 31-year period of runoff and demands. The
performance is tested using two performance measures: one for water supply, and one for
estuarine needs. Many different rules are generated and tested. In this exercise, the
Optimization model generated and tested 30,000 different sets of rules for each
simulation. Each simulation takes about two hours using a high speed PC.

Performance Measures and Targets

Level of Service for Water Supply

The performance measure for water supply is the level of service, and the desired
water supply target is a 1-in-10 level of service. The level of service (l.o.s.) is defined as:

l.o.s. = (years when all supplies are met)/(years simulated)

Because the model simulates 31 years of watershed behavior, the 1-in-10 criteria is
met if the system can provide all water demands for 28 of the 31 years simulated (l.o.s. =
28/31 = 0.9). The model also tracks demands unmet. This performance measure is
equivalent to one used in the LEC Plan planning process.

Estuary Protection Criteria

Estuary Performance Measure

The performance measure for estuarine protection is the distribution of monthly
flows to the estuary. The monthly flow distribution is determined by calculating the
average monthly flow for each month simulated and then counting the number of
occurrences in selected flow ranges. This measure only has value if a sufficiently long
period of climate is simulated. The period of record for these simulations is 31 years.

Estuary Performance Targets

The performance of a model is determined by comparing the modeled flows to the
estuary (the performance measure) against a target flow distribution. The target flow
distribution for the Caloosahatchee Estuary is presented in Table K-2.

Any simulation that has fewer than 60 months of flows below 300 cfs, and fewer
than 22 months of flows between 2,800 and 4,500 cfs, and fewer than 6 months of flows
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above 450 cfs meets the estuary performance target. This performance target is identical
to that used in Restudy and the LEC Plan. The performance target was developed by
biologists studying the estuary (Chamberlain et. al, 1998) and is based on the frequency of
harm experienced by seagrasses in a natural system. This 'natural' flow is log-normally
distributed and represents an average annual flow of about 650,000 acre-foot per year.
This volume is equal to the average 1965-1995 basin runoff.

Estuary Modeling Targets

The flow distribution targets used in the optimization model are not the same as the
performance targets above. If performance targets were used, they would force the model
to provide an average flow of 650,000 acre-foot per year to the estuary. However, the
estuarine ecosystem does not need this much water. The undeveloped watershed probably
had at least 100,000 acre-foot less runoff than today's watershed (4 inches more
evapotranspiration from the 250,000 acres of former wetlands and forest that are now
pasture and grazing lands). Biologists have made an evaluation of minimal flows required
by Caloosahatchee Watershed (Haunert, Doering, and Chamberlain, draft) that shows that
a much smaller volume of water could meet estuarine needs - if the distribution of the flow
remained log-normal. This modeling target distribution is shown in Table K-3.

This distribution is used in all optimization modeling in this paper. This is also the
distribution used in developing the Restudy Recommended Plan (Alt D13R) and the
preferred LEC Plan. This distribution of flow represents an average annual flow of about
450,000 acre-foot per year. The difference between the measured basin runoff (650,000
acre-foot per year) and this minimal flow distribution (450,000 acre-foot per year) defines
the water available in the watershed for development. This available water (200,000 acre-
foot per year) is roughly equivalent to the proposed 2020 demands from the C-43 Canal
(192,000 acre-foot per year). It is this water that is captured by the reservoir-ASR-
backpumping system and redirected to meet water supply needs.

Table K-2. Target Flow Distribution (31-year period).

Flow Range
Frequency

Distribution
(percent)

Number of
Occurences Problem Caused

0 to 300 cfs 16 <60
High salinity damages
freshwater tolerant
seagrasses

300 to 2,800 cfs 76 284 None

2,800 to 4,500 cfs 6 <16
Low salinity damages
saltwater tolerant
seagrasses in estuary

> 4,500 cfs 2 <6

Low salinity damages
seagrasses outside
estuary (where salinity
is normally >30 ppt)
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Assumptions Made in These Simulations

In the time frame available, it was not possible to assess all of the potentially viable
methods of providing the additional irrigation water supply, therefore, the following
assumptions were made:

• Lake Okeechobee deliveries are held constant and equal to the
deliveries of the SFWMM simulation called 'sfwmm_2020wr'.
This simulation provides about 30,000 acre-foot per year from
the lake for irrigation in the C-43 Basin.

• ASRs are not expanded. The capacity of the ASR wells is kept at
220 mgd.

• Estuarine protection criteria will not be changed. Further,
protection of the estuary will be given priority over water supply
criteria.

• Increased demands will be met through expansion of the regional
reservoir.

• For the purpose of this analysis, it is acceptable to reduce
backpumping. Any impact of reduced backpumping on the
regional system is not considered in this analysis.

ASSESSMENTS

Assessment #1: Describe the Performance of the Existing
Restudy Design Elements

This analysis examines the performance of the Caloosahatchee system using the
revised runoff and demand data while keeping the reservoir capacity at 160,000 acre-foot.
Other Restudy elements are also unchanged. The object of this analysis is to determine

Table K-3. Modeling Target Flow Distribution (31-year period).

Flow Range Frequency of Occurrence
(percent) Number of Occurrences

0 to 300 cfs 10 37

300 to 660 cfs 55 205

660 to 925 cfs 20 74

925 to 1,550 cfs 10 37

1,550 to 2,175 cfs 3 11

2,175 to 2,800 cfs 2 6

2,800 to 4,500 cfs 1 2
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what level of drought protection can be provided and also to determine if the estuary
protection criteria can be met.

Drought Protection Performance

The assessment shows that, with the revised demands, the proposed 160,000 acre-
foot reservoir will not be able to meet demands at a 1-in-10 level of service. The lake
provides 29,000 acre-foot per year of the total 192,000 acre-foot per year, leaving 163,000
acre-foot of demands for the basin. The existing system can provide 138,000 of (85
percent) this demand but the timing of these deliveries (Table K-4 and Figure K-1) are
such that the basin goes into water shortage on 13 of the 31 years, giving a projected level
of service of only 58 percent.

Estuarine Performance

The assessment shows that the proposed system can still meet environmental flow
targets. However, the OPTI-5 model found backpumping to be ineffective in meeting
estuarine performance targets. Backpumping was modeled as a process in the OPTI-5
model but the model decided that the best way to use the water was by turning
backpumping off. The model's decision to not use backpumping is due in part to the
modeling assumption that backpumped waters would not be used to meet future water
supply needs. In the past, backpumping was effective because there was considerably
more available water in the basin and backpumping could reduce the number of high flow
months. With the higher demands and lower runoff estimates used in this analysis, there is
too little excess water to backpump.

Table K-5 and Figure K-2 show the distribution of monthly flows for the new
hydrology (2020 Base) and for the system with the existing Restudy elements. Low flows
have been increased and high flows decreased.

Table K-4. Average Annual Demands and Supplies and Level of Service.

Total C-43
Demands

(acre-foot per
year)

Lake Supplies
(acre-foot per

year)

Local Supplies
(acre-foot per

year)

Demands
Unmet

(acre-foot per
year)

Level of
Service

(percent)

192,253 29,241 137,610 25,401 58

Table K-5. Estuarine Flows and Distribution.

2020 Base
Runoff

(acre-foot
per year)

Runoff with
Restudy
Elements

(acre-foot per
year)

Backpumping
Volume

(acre-foot per
year)

Flow Distribution

<300
cfs

2,800-4,800
cfs

>4,800
cfs

769,124 593,230 0 66 16 7
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Figure K-1. Drought Protection Performance for Assessment #1.
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Figure K-2. Estuarine Performance for Assessment #1.
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Assessment #2: Determine the Maximum Irrigated Land Area
Supplied at a 1-in-10 L.O.S. with the Existing Restudy Design
Elements

In the second assessment, the reservoir size is kept at 160,000 acre-foot and the
irrigation demand is reduced until a 1-in-10 level of service can be maintained. This
required several simulations as the irrigation demands were varied, only the final,
acceptable, run is described here.

Drought Protection Performance

This assessment found that the existing Restudy Design Elements could supply (at
a 1-in-10 l.o.s.) an irrigation demand of about 135,000 acre-foot per year (29,000 from the
lake and 101,000 from the basin) (Table K-6). This compares to a 1995 C-43 demand of
112,000 acre-foot per year and a 2020 demand of 192,000 acre-foot per year. This is
roughly equivalent to 120,000 acres irrigated by the C-43 Canal and compares to 103,000
acres irrigated by the C-43 in 1995 and a projected 177,000 acres irrigated by the C-43 in
2020.

Estuarine Performance

The assessment shows that the proposed system can still meet environmental flow
targets. In this case, the OPTI-5 model found 58,000 acre-foot per year of water available
for backpumping. Backpumping occurs on 112 of the months in the simulation (about 2
months per year) and seems to be effective in reducing estuarine flows during high flow
months, thus allowing the reservoir to be utilized for water supplies. If flows from the lake
were allowed to increase as a result of this backpumping, a larger acreage could be
supported by this reservoir.

Table K-6. Average Annual Demands and Supplies and Level of Service.

Total C-43
Demands

(acre-foot per
year)

Lake Supplies
(acre-foot per

year)

Local Supplies
(acre-foot per

year)

Demands
Unmet

(acre-foot per
year)

Level of
Service

(percent)

135,350 29,241 100,640 5,469 87
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Table K-7 and Figure K-3 show the distribution of monthly flows for the new
hydrology (2020 Base) and for the system with the existing Restudy elements. Low flows
have been increased and high flows decreased. Backpumping is also shown on this figure.

Assessment #3: Determine the Reservoir Size Needed to Meet
Revised CWMP 2020 Demands with a 1-in-10 L.O.S.

In this assessment, demands are set equal to the revised 2020 demands (192,000
acre-foot per year) and the size of the reservoir is increased until a 1-in-10 l.o.s. is
achieved. This required several simulations but only the final run is described here.

Drought Protection Performance

The assessment found that a 220,000 acre-foot reservoir was needed to provide
water supplies at a 1-in-10 level of service. Table K-8 and Figure K-4 show the
performance of this system.

Estuarine Performance

The modified system can also meet the estuarine performance targets. Although
the performance shown in Table K-9 is marginal, it is believed that minor additional
modifications of the OPTI-5 model parameters would provide an acceptable performance.
(Lack of time precluded these additional modifications). The high demands decrease
available water in the basin, and therefore (as with assessment #1), the OPTI-5 model
found backpumping to be ineffective under the assumptions modeled.

Table K-7. Estuarine Flows and Distribution.

2020 Base
Runoff

(acre-foot per
year)

Runoff with
Restudy
Elements

(acre-foot per
year)

Backpumping
Volume

(acre-foot per
year)

Flow Distribution

<300
cfs

2,800-4,800
cfs

>4,800
cfs

769,124 582,988 58,323 49 15 5

Table K-8. Average Annual Demands and Supplies and Level of Service.

Total C-43
Demands

(acre-foot per
year)

Lake Supplies
(acre-foot per

year)

Local Supplies
(acre-foot per

year)

Demands
Unmet

(acre-foot per
year)

Level of
Service

(percent)

192,253 29,241 154,945 8,056 90
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Figure K-3. Estuarine Performance for Assessment #2.
K-13



Appendix K CWMP Appendices
Figure K-4. Drought Protection Performance for Assessment #3.
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Table K-9 and Figure K-5 shows the distribution of monthly flows for the new
hydrology (2020 Base) and for the system with the larger reservoir. These flows are
similar to those of assessment #1 and assessment #2.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Description of One Water Management System That Satisfies
Environmental and Water Supply Performance Measures

The above analyses show that approximately 60,000 acre-foot of additional storage
may be needed for the Caloosahatchee Basin. Expanding the proposed 160,000 acre-foot
reservoir to 220,000 acre-foot will provide this storage. Optimization modeling shows
that this modification would result in a system capable of meeting both water supply needs
and the environmental needs of the estuary.

Recommendations for Future Work

Expansion of the reservoir is only one solution, it is not necessarily the best
solution. There are other ways to develop local water resources (increased use of ground
water, distributed reservoirs, backpumping to Lake Okeechobee, etc.) and these options
should be explored.

The three assessments produce very similar outflow volumes (593,000 acre-foot
per year [ac-ft/y], 583,000 ac-ft/y, and 570,000 ac-ft/y). When compared against the
450,000 acre-foot per year outflow volume of the estuary modeling target distribution, it
seems that the system as modeled cannot capture all major runoff events and this implies
that available water is still being lost to tide. Further work is needed to assess if it is
practical to capture some of these lost waters.

The performance measures used in these analyses are likely to undergo revisions.
Ongoing estuarine research may cause modifications in the estuarine performance
measures, particularly the modeling performance targets. Since these targets define the
available water in the basin, such changes could have a significant impact. The suitability
of the water supply criteria also needs further work.

Table K-9. Estuarine Flows and Distribution.

2020 Base
Runoff

(acre-foot
per year)

Runoff with
Restudy
Elements

(acre-foot per
year)

Backpumping
Volume

(acre-foot per
year)

Flow Distribution

<300
cfs

2,800-4,800
cfs

>4,800
cfs

769,124 570,466 0 64 20 6
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Figure K-5. Estuarine Performance for Assessment #3.
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The revised demands and runoff used here are considered to be an improvement
over previous estimates. Better and more detailed hydrologic modeling is still required for
this basin.
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Appendix L
AFSIRS/WATBAL WATER BUDGET MODEL

E.G. Flaig and K. Konya
South Florida Water Management District

INTRODUCTION

The AFSIRS/WATBAL hydrologic model was developed for the Caloosahatchee
Water Management Plan (CWMP) to estimate current and future water demand. It is a
comparatively simple water budget model based on the model Agricultural Field Scale
Irrigation Requirements Simulation (AFSIRS) (Smajstrla, 1990). All major components
of the hydrologic cycle are determined in AFSIRS/WATBAL; demands from ground water
and surface waters, demands for the major irrigated and nonirrigated land uses, and runoff
from ground water irrigated lands, surface water irrigated lands and runoff from
nonirrigated lands. The basic premise of this modeling effort is that fields having the same
soil, climate, and land use have, a priori, the same hydrology. The hydrology of each land
use is independent of every other land use, and therefore the runoffs or demands from each
land use can be added together to produce a composite basin runoff or demand. Although
this premise is not strictly true it allows a land use-based analysis of hydrology that would
otherwise be impossible.

The simplicity of this model gives the water budget modeling approach several
advantages. It can simulate hydrology over long (31 year) time periods. This allows
prediction of daily demands, average demands, 1-in-10 maximum monthly demands, and
so can make statistically meaningful estimates of 1-in-10 drought demands that can be
compared with the District's Permit Allocation method and Central and Southern Project
Comprehensive Review Study (Restudy) and Lower East Coast (LEC) Regional Water
Supply Plan estimates. It can simulate the hydrology of a watershed that has continuously
changing land uses. The model is relatively simple to calibrate. It can easily generate
estimates of hydrology for any number of potential land use scenarios.

The water budget modeling has four separate components: AFSIRS, AFSIRS
Water Budget, WATBAL, and Composite Flows and Stats. AFSIRS calculates irrigation
requirements for cropland. The AFSIRS Water Budget spreadsheet was developed to
calculate the runoff and ground water components for AFSIRS. The WATBAL
spreadsheet calculates the water requirements for nonirrigated land. The model
Composite Flows and Stats spreadsheet combines these runoffs and demands, reconciles
the interactions between runoff and demands and calculates the net irrigation demand and
runoff for each basin.

The watershed is composed of five drainage basins. For modeling purposes, these
drainage basins can be divided into eight irrigation basins; six of which are modeled in this
analysis. The six basins include the S-4 Basin (S-4), East Caloosahatchee-ground water
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(ecal-gw), East Caloosahatchee-C43 irrigated (ecal-d), East Caloosahatchee-lake irrigated
(ecal-lok), West Caloosahatchee-ground water irrigated (wcal-gw), and West
Caloosahatchee-C43 irrigated (wcal-d) (Figure L-1).

This paper describes the AFSIRS model, general usage of the model, and the
calibration of AFSIRS. The development and application of AFSIRS water budget and
AFSIRS/WATBAL models are presented with a discussion of the overall application and
calibration. Throughout this discussion, the hydrology of each land use is modeled using
units of volume per unit area (i.e. inches of water) and converted into volume (i.e. acre-
feet [ac-ft]) when determining basinwide runoff and demand.

AFSIRS MODEL

The AFSIRS model is a numerical simulation model, which allows the user to
estimate irrigation requirements (IRR) for Florida crops, soils, irrigation systems, growing
seasons, climate conditions and irrigation management practices. IRR for crop production
is the amount of water, exclusive of precipitation, that must be applied to meet a crop's
evapotranspiration (ET) requirements without significant reduction in yield. IRR, as

Figure L-1. Demand Basins of the Caloosahatchee Watershed.
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defined in this model, does not include leaching, freeze protection, or crop cooling
requirements, even though water for these purposes may be applied through an irrigation
system.

The AFSIRS model is based on a water budget of the crop root zone and the
concept that crop ET can be estimated from potential evapotranspiration (ETp) and crop
water use coefficients. The water budget approach was used to develop a Florida citrus
micro irrigation scheduling model (Smajstrla et al., 1987). Smajstrla and Zazueta (1987,
1988) demonstrated the data requirements and sensitivity of the water budget approach to
determining irrigation requirements of Florida nursery and agronomic crops. The water
budget includes inputs to the crop root zone from rain and irrigation, and losses from the
root zone by drainage and ET. The water storage capacity in the crop root zone is defined
as the multiple of the water-holding capacity of the soil and the depth of the effective root
zone for the crop being grown. This level of simulation model development produces a
functional model that could address the wide variety of crops, soils, and irrigation systems
typical of Florida.

The water budget approach to the simulation of IRR requires that the extent of the
crop root zone be defined for each crop. This is determined as a function of the annual
crop growth stage given as fractions of the crop-growing season. The crop root zone also
is subdivided into irrigated and nonirrigated zones and separate water budgets are
maintained for each zone. Depending upon the method of irrigation, it is common
practice to irrigate only the upper portions of the crop root zone where most of the roots
are located, rather than to irrigate the maximum depth to which any few individual roots
penetrate. Also, for micro irrigation systems, only a portion of a fraction of the soil
surface is normally irrigated with these systems. For other production systems such as
those, which use seepage irrigation, the entire crop root zone is irrigated because of the
manner in which water is applied. As the nonirrigated root zone dries during drought
periods, water becomes less available in this zone, and a greater proportion is then
extracted from the irrigated zone in order to meet the total crop ET. When the available
water is entirely depleted from the nonirrigated root zone, all extractions are simulated to
occur from the irrigated root zone.

Daily ET for each crop is calculated as the multiple of potential ET and the crop
water use coefficient (Kc) for that day. The Kc values vary with the growth stage of the
crop. Crop water use coefficients were obtained from the literature. Three separate sets of
Kc values were examined in this study. Most Kc data were obtained from non-Florida
research studies because relatively few studies have been conducted in Florida. No data
were available to allow distinctions in Kc values to be made on the basis of management
practices, such as the use of plastic mulch.

Irrigation is scheduled based on an allowable level of soil water depletion from the
crop root zone. Irrigation amounts are optionally calculated to restore the soil water
content to field capacity, to apply a fixed amount of water per irrigation, or to restore the
soil water content to a given fraction of field capacity (deficit irrigation). Either net
irrigation requirements, which consider only the crop water needs, or gross irrigation
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requirements, which also considers the water application efficiency of the irrigation
system being used, can be calculated.

Drainage is defined as that portion of rainfall in excess of rain stored in the soil
profile to field capacity or extracted by ET as the water redistributed in the soil. If rainfall
is less than the depth required to restore the crop root zone to field capacity, then all of the
rainfall is effective, and drainage is zero. If rainfall exceeds the depth required to restore
the soil water content in the crop root zone to field capacity, then effective rainfall was
calculated as the difference between the current and maximum soil water contents.
Drainage is the difference between rainfall and effective rainfall. No drainage was
assumed to occur as a result of irrigation. Lateral flows are not considered in AFSIRS.

AFSIRS HISTORY

The Agricultural Field-Scale Irrigation Requirements Simulation model (AFSIRS)
(Smajstrla, 1980) model was developed in the early 1980s in response for the need to
predict irrigation requirements. The water management districts needed a reliable method
to estimate potential water use. AFSIRS was developed under a join contract by the five
water management districts in Florida to provide a method for estimation of estimating
irrigation requirements for permitting agricultural water use.

The AFSIRS model has been used to some degree for water supply planning and
water use permitting in each of the water management districts. AFSIRS is used for all
agricultural water permits in Northwest Florida Water Management District. Although the
values are thought to be somewhat higher than actual water use, the AFSIRS values are
acceptable. The standard default values from the AFSIRS documentation are used in the
model. The water supply planning group does not use the AFSIRS model for future water
use estimation. The Suwanee River Water Management District does not use the AFSIRS
model for evaluating agricultural irrigation requirements. They use estimated water use
requirements for selected crops provided in the Florida Irrigation Guide. Although
interested in AFSIRS, they have no pressing requirement to use the model.

The Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) has reviewed
AFSIRS for use in estimating agricultural water demands and concluded that the model is
too difficult to use for their applications. They have found that the AFSIRS model is a
complex application of a simple water budget model that requires considerable training
and experience to be applied effectively. The model requires careful selection of rooting
zone depths and water table location to provide accurate estimates of irrigation
requirements. They also found that the soil water depletion rates that are used to
determine irrigation frequency do not follow University of Florida recommendations and
must be adjusted correctly to produce the correct irrigation behavior. The AFSIRS model
does not accurately describe the soil wetting characteristics of low-volume irrigation
methods. With the default values supplied with the model, AFSIRS tends to over predict
irrigation requirements. Although accurate for planning purposes when used by an
experienced agricultural engineer, it is not recommended for use in agricultural water use
permitting because of the complexity of the model.
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The AFSIRS model is used by the St. Johns River Water Management District
(SJRWMD) to estimate consumptive use for most agricultural crops. The default values
that are provided for each crop with the model are used to estimate irrigation
requirements. For citrus, they have found that the AFSIRS model over predicts water use
and they use a modified Blaney-Criddle model (B-C) for estimating irrigation
requirement. For potato farming, they use empirical field data from their "Benchmark
Farms" program to determine water use requirements. The benchmark farm data provide
information on total water use whereas AFSIRS only considers ET losses and irrigation
application efficiencies.

The AFSIRS model is not used in the water supply planning program at SJRWMD.
The planning group uses the modified Blaney-Criddle model for estimating future water
demands. They have found that the AFSIRS does not account for water use that results
from ancillary activities such as crop establishment, irrigation system maintenance and
other water uses. AFSIRS does not account for differences in system efficiencies resulting
from farm management and irrigation system maintenance. The lack of climate data for
AFSIRS is considered a significant problem. AFSIRS requires daily climate data or PET
data. This data is only available from two locations in the water management district and
that is not considered sufficient to use the model. For crops of critical concern to
SJRWMD, the crop coefficients used to estimate actual ET from PET values are not
sufficient to estimate total water use.

The results of the AFSIRS model have been compared to the modified B-C model
to provide confidence in the B-C results. In selected test cases, the modified B-C model
produced results that were close agreement with the AFSIRS model.

Currently, SJRWMD is conducting a review of the AFSIRS model. This review
will be used to verify that the algorithms used in AFSIRS are appropriate and the best
available information.

APPLICATION OF AFSIRS

AFSIRS was modified to estimate runoff as well as water use demands for
individual fields based on the same soil, climate, land use and irrigation system. The
original FORTRAN code was modified to provide improved runoff data and provide
additional statistics for evaluating the irrigation demand and drainage.

AFSIRS was used to simulate the hydrology of the four primary land use types and
irrigation systems used in the Caloosahatchee Watershed: citrus with traditional crown-
flood irrigation, citrus with low-volume micro jet or drip irrigation, sugarcane with
subsurface seepage irrigation, and a dual crop of spring and winter micro spray irrigated
tomatoes. Irrigated pasture runoff and demands are actually those of crown-flood irrigated
citrus. AFSIRS land uses that are equivalent to those defined in the SFWMD Permit
Information: Volume III Basis of Review for Water Use Permits (SFWMD, 1992).
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Soil characteristics were modeled as uniform throughout the watershed and were
assumed to be equivalent to the '0.8 inch' soil as defined in Vol. III. The '0.8 inch' soil is
used in almost all permits within the CWMP region. Although there are over 20 major
soil series in the agricultural areas of the watershed, selecting a single soil type for
agricultural land is a reasonable first estimate of soils used for agriculture. It may tend to
under predict irrigation requirements for the more sandy soils that have a lower water
holding capacity. Using additional soils in AFSIRS/WATBAL would be difficult because
there is little field data available to verify and calibrate the model for those soils.

The only AFSIRS parameters that were varied in this study were the monthly crop
correction coefficients (Kc) that are used to convert potential evapotranspiration (PET) to
the potential crop specific evapotranspiration. All other AFSIRS parameters are the
standard parameters provided by Smajstrla (1990) for selected irrigation methods and crop
characteristics. The crop characteristics include the rooting depth and crop growth
pattern. The soil characteristics used in this study were developed by March as being
representative of the SFWMM '0.8 inch' soil. This is the dominant soil classification
applied to the Caloosahatchee watershed.

Three sets of monthly crop correction coefficients were tested (Figure L-2). One
set was the default crop correction coefficients developed for the AFSIRS model
(Smajstrla, 1990). The second set was from the South Florida Water Management Model
(SFWMM). These are both developed for Penman PET data and were used without
further modification. The third set was derived from SFWMD Water Use permitting
database for the Blaney-Criddle water use demand model (SFWMD, 1992). Because
these were developed for Blaney-Criddle PET data, the coefficients were adjusted based
on the ratio of average monthly Penman PET to Blaney-Criddle PET for LaBelle.

Initially, the AFSIRS crop correction coefficients were selected because they
tended to predict demands for low rainfall months better than the other methods.
However, the modeled demand calculated for citrus and sugar cane were unusually high
compared to measured values volumes for sugarcane in the EAA and citrus in Indian
River, the resulting runoff volumes from irrigated lands were unrealistically low. The
modeled runoff was better described by AFSIRS using the SFWMM Kc values than with
either the AFSIRS or Blaney-Criddle Kc values.

Complete records of daily rainfall for 1965-1995 were developed for each of the
five demand basins using the Theissen polygon method on nine rainfall stations in the
region (Figure L-3). Complete records of daily reference crop PET were developed for
1965-1995 for each of the five demand basins using the Theissen polygon method on the
three evapotranspiration stations in the region.

AFSIRS WATER BUDGET MODEL

The AFSIRS Water Budget model was developed to provide a complete
hydrologic model for irrigated land. Being a root zone model, AFSIRS does not simulate
and saturated flow, surface water flow or open-channel flow processes. AFSIRS simulates
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application losses but does not consider atmospheric or delivery losses from the irrigation
system. The AFSIRS Water Budget model postprocesses AFSIRS field-scale runoffs and
demands to produce basin-scale demands and runoff. For surface irrigated lands, this
model has two parameters for irrigation: atmospheric irrigation efficiency (EFF1), local
storage (STOR1), and the model has two parameters affecting the timing of runoff:
drainage capacity (CAP1), and a runoff storage coefficient (COEFF1). All four
parameters are estimated during the calibration process.

The irrigation efficiency term is a lumped calibration parameter that includes
transmission losses, incidental irrigation, irrigation for management activities, and the
atmospheric losses. It accounts for water pumpage by the various agricultural operations
in the basin that are in excess crop requirements. The EFF1 term is the effective crop
correction term applied at the basin scale. Demands are increased by dividing the field-
scale demand by the atmospheric efficiency term.

DRAFT Caloosahatchee River Water Supply Plan – Appendix #                                                                                                         AFSIRS Model

   Figure 2.  Blaney-Criddle, AFSIRS, and SFWMM crop correction coefficients for primary land
   cover types in the Caloosahatchee Watershed.

Complete records of daily rainfall for 1965-1995 were developed for each of the five
demand basins using the Theissen polygon method on nine rainfall stations in the region (Fig. 3).
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Figure L-2. Blaney-Criddle, AFSIRS, and SFWMM Crop Correction Coefficients for Primary
Land Cover Types in the Caloosahatchee Watershed.
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The local storage term is introduced to convert individual field-scale demands and
runoffs into basin-scale demands and runoff. All field-scale demands are removed from
local storage until the local storage is depleted. Field-scale runoff must replenish local
storage before excess basin-scale runoff can occur. This term decreases both irrigation
demands and runoff. The meaning of the term 'local storage' is deliberately vague. It
could be errors in predicting rooting depths and could be replaced by calibrated AFSIRS
values. However, the term also encompasses shallow ground water storage, upward water
flux, which is not modeled in AFSIRS, and canal storage. Water in local storage is
retrievable by the existing irrigation system.

Basin runoff is described by a simple linear-reservoir routing model applied to all
field-scale runoff. The linear reservoir routing model has two parameters: a drainage
capacity parameter that limits maximum runoff and a runoff storage coefficient that
describes the rate at which a runoff volume is released. These terms decrease peak runoff
rates and delay the entry of runoff into the stream.

When the AFSIRS Water Budget model is applied to lands irrigated from ground
water sources, an additional process is needed to deplete and recharge ground water. For
such cases, field-scale runoff recharges the aquifer at a maximum recharge rate defined by

Figure L-3. Theissen Rainfall Polygons for the AFSIRS/WATBAL Model.
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the user. It was found that recharge rates greater than 0.4 inches per day gave identical
results so a rate of 1 inch per day was used in all cases. Because AFSIRS simulates
irrigation application inefficiencies, the excess irrigation water is used to recharge the
ground water aquifer. This approach assumes a direct and rapid connection between the
water table aquifer and the aquifer, which is used as a source for irrigation. Based on
empirical data, this appears to be reasonable in the regions of the watershed where
agriculture depends on ground water.

A second term was added to limit withdrawals from the aquifer. A maximum
withdrawal volume of six inches was selected for all simulations. This volume was
selected because it limits the withdrawal so that recovery occurs within one year. This
approximates the informal definition of no harm currently used by the SFWMD. Because
field-scale irrigation demands exceed 20 inches per year, lands that are ground water
irrigated frequently cannot meet their own needs. These unmet demands are supplied
from runoff from nonirrigated lands in the same demand basin. The two ground water
irrigation parameters affect watershed hydrology by reducing runoff from basins that are
supplied by ground water. Finally, a three-day moving average was used during the
process of converting irrigation demands from inches into acre-feet. This approximates a
three-day irrigation cycle.

WATBAL MODEL

Because AFSIRS only simulates hydrology for irrigated lands, a separate
hydrologic model was created for nonirrigated lands. The WATBAL model calculates ET
and runoff for wetlands, upland forest, and grassland or pasture. The grassland category
contains all miscellaneous land uses. These are the primary land cover types in the
Caloosahatchee Watershed. Each land use is modeled with a root zone component that is
replenished by rainfall and depleted by evapotranspiration. As with AFSIRS, monthly
crop correction coefficients, are used to convert PET to the crop specific
evapotranspiration. When the root zone is empty, evaporation becomes zero and when it is
overfull runoff occurs. Runoff is routed using the same linear routing method used in the
AFSIRS Water Budget model.

COMPOSITE FLOWS AND STATS MODEL

The Excel spreadsheet Composite Flows and Stats combines these runoffs and
demands and considers interactions between runoff and demands for each of the five
demand basins in the study area. Effects of neighboring lands, distance from the irrigation
source, and water control practices are assumed to be negligible. The interactions between
the hydrology of each land use are limited and occur as follows. First, flows from the
nonirrigated lands in the two ground water demand basins are used to supply unmet
ground water demands. Second, days with simultaneous C-43 Canal demands and runoff
within in the East Caloosahatchee Drainage Basin are resolved so that the day has either
demand or runoff. This reduces both runoff and demands. Third, days with simultaneous
C-43 Canal demands and runoff within in the West Caloosahatchee Drainage Basin are
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resolved so that the day has either demand or runoff. Hydrologic summaries and
comparative statistics are also made in this model. The AFSIRS and WATBAL models
simulate hydrology in units of inches per day that are converted to units of acre-feet using
land use over time lookup tables.

The overall AFSIRS/WATBAL model consists of the AFSIRS FORTRAN model
and 12 Excel spreadsheets. There is an AFSIRS water budget spreadsheet and a WATBAL
spreadsheet for each of the five demand basins. The Composite Flows and Stats
spreadsheet contains the combined data from all spreadsheets and the Summary data and
Stats spreadsheet contains the final statistics for the combined watershed model.

CALIBRATION

The AFSIRS/WATBAL model was calibrated using an iterative process that has
several steps. Calibration consisted of defining two global irrigation parameters, and five
parameters for three types of nonirrigated lands (a total of seventeen parameters). The data
available for calibrating the model was limited to the flow data measured at three locations
in the watershed. These basin-scale measures were used to calibrate the field-scale and
basin-scale parameters. The strategy for calibration was to select reasonable values for
each parameter, run the model, and evaluate the results using several goodness-of-fit
(GOF) measures. The GOFs were used to compare the simulated demand and runoff to
the measured flows. The model parameters were adjusted to obtain the best GOFs.

The measured data for demands were based on measured flow data from 1972
through 1995 at the S-77, S-78, and S-79 lock and dam structures. Regulatory releases,
Public Water Supply (PWS) withdrawal, and water quality releases were processed out of
the data. The residual flows were separated, by day, into a set of negative values and
positive values. The set of negative values is basin demands where inflow from Lake
Okeechobee exceeds outflows at S-79. The set of positive values is watershed runoff
values. The calibration period was from Jan 1, 1988 through Dec 31, 1995.

The first step in the calibration process was to run all AFSIRS models using an
appropriate set of crop correction coefficients (the South Florida Water Management
Model coefficients were eventually found to provide the best overall fit). The second step
was to roughly calibrate the nonirrigated land parameters by comparing modeled to
measured runoff from the combined East and West basins. The third step was to calibrate
the AFSIRS irrigation parameters by comparing modeled to measured demands from Lake
Okeechobee. Then steps two and three were repeated until both runoff and demand
estimates were optimal.

The goodness-of-fit (GOF) characteristics for demands were based on monthly
demands. The GOF were: 1) the error in average annual demands, 2) the slope of modeled
monthly demand versus measured monthly demand, and 3) the Pearson correlation
coefficient of modeled versus measured monthly demands. The most understandable
evaluation of the model is a comparison of measured and modeled monthly demands
plotted over time. The slope of the modeled- measured (Figure L-4) and the monthly
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Pearson correlation coefficient (Table L-1) provide a measure the goodness of fit of the
modeled to measured demand. The Pearson correlation coefficient indicates there is a
good correlation. The calibration is stopped when the highest values are obtained. This
visual comparison shows that the model is reasonably good at predicting monthly
demands from the C-43 Canal. The regression coefficient is low indicating a lot of spread
in the data.

Table L-1. Goodness of Fit (GOF) Values for Calibrating Measured and Modeled C-43 Canal
Demands for the East and West Caloosahatchee Basins.

1988-1995
Calibration Period

1972-1995
Total Period of Record

Measured Modeled Measured Modeled

Irrigation (acre -feet per year) 77,465 78,214 65,600 78,700

Slope of Modeled to Measured Monthly
Demands

0.841 0.949

Monthly Pearson GOF 0.860 0.822

Figure L-4. Modeled versus Measured Monthly Irrigation Demand from C-43 Canal for the
East and West Caloosahatchee Basins (Calibration Period Shown As Squares).
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The calibrated values for irrigation efficiency and local storage are presented in
Table L-2. The low values for EFF1 indicate that there is a lot of water use not directly
related to crop irrigation requirements. The low EFF1 values increase irrigation demands.
This extra demand ends up in the atmosphere but the processes are not modeled.
Efficiency this low is possible especially if transmission losses are great. The local
storage term (STOR1) is approximately 0.05 inches which represents a small degree of
water table variation.

The model was calibrated to data from the period 1988-1995. The resulting
modeling was evaluated for the period 1972-1995. The final calibrated values are
presented in Table L-3. The hydrologic characteristics for the nonirrigated land are
provided in Table L-4.

Several GOF metrics were used to evaluate the runoff calibration (Table L-5). The
GOF characteristics used for runoff were always based on moving 5-day average runoff.
The measure runoff was compared to the modeled runoff for the calibration period and the

Table L-2. Calibrated Values for AFSIRS Water Budget Model.

Irrigation efficiency1 (consumptive use by plant / amount lost to air) EFF1 58%

Local Storage Depth (inches) STOR1 0.05

Drainage capacity (inches/day) CAP1 7.00

Storage coefficient (day) COEF1 7.00

Table L-3. Calibrated Values for WATBAL Model Parameters.

Rangeland Upland Forest Wetlands

Plant available water (PAW) capacity (inches) 1.40 4.80 5.00

Drainable storage capacity (inches) [CAP1] 7.00 7.00 1.00

Storage coefficient (days) [COEF1] 7 9 8

Total ground water storage (inches) 7.00 7.00 5.00

Root zone depth (inches) 20.0 68.6 12.5

Table L-4. Hydrologic Characteristics of Nonirrigated Land Based on Calibration of the WATBAL-
Ecalc Model for the Period 1972-1995.

Rangeland Upland Forest Wetlands

PET*K (inches/year) 49.5 42.7 44.6

AET (inches/year) 35.9 37.6 38.6

Drainage (inches/year) 14.1 12.3 11.2

Flooding (inches/year) 1.79 5.37 14.9
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validation period. The model over predicts runoff during the calibration period by 5
percent and under-predicts runoff during the validation period by 4 percent. The regression
coefficient and the Pearson correlation coefficient are both high indicating a good
comparison between the modeled and measured data. However, there are many low
values that obscure the fit of the data (Figure L-5).

Table L-5. Measures of Goodness of Fit for Calibration of WATBAL-Ecal Model.

1988-1995 1972-1995

(1,000 ac-ft/yr)

Runoff - Modeled 769 673

Runoff - Measured 754 704

Goodness of Fit

Model-Measured Error (ac-ft/y) 37 -26

Runoff (Model)- Runoff (Measured) /
Runoff (Model)

4.93% -3.62%

Slope of Modeled - Measured Runoff 1.042 0.913

Regression Coefficient of Modeled -
Measured Runoff

0.803 0.724

Pearson Correlation Coefficient 0.896 0.851

Figure L-5. Five-Day Average Modeled Runoff Compared to Measured Runoff for Ecal Basin
As Part of the Calibration Process.
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With the calibrated model parameters, the AFSIRS Water Budget models for the
ground water demand basins and the Lake Okeechobee Basin were used to calculate basin
demand and runoff. These values were used in the WATBAL models to estimate basin
runoff that includes runoff from nonirrigated land. The results from all AFSIRS/
WATBAL basin models were combined to evaluate the demand and runoff for the entire
watershed.

The model is not particularly good at explaining high demand months (Figure L-
6). It is believed that this is due to operator controlled management decisions - which are
not modeled. The problem seems to be that operator decisions influence the timing of
C-43 Canal withdrawals. Management decisions seem to have the ability to over utilize or
under utilize irrigation waters by about 1 inch of irrigation over the irrigated area.

The model predicts hydrology over the full period of record (Figure L-7).
However, there is a tendency to underpredict large runoff events during the early years.
This may be due to poor estimates of land use during this period. The modified AFSIRS
simulations had the least tendency to underpredict large runoff events during the early
years.

The AFSIRS/WATBAL model is built using field-scale parameters to model
watershed-scale hydrology. The field-scale estimates of demand and runoff were
compared to the basin-scale results (Table L-6). There was little difference between the
runoff between the basin-scale and watershed-scale. Runoff is produced primarily by

Figure L-6. Modeled and Measured Irrigation Demand for the Caloosahatchee Watershed.
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large rainfall events that have little interaction with the watershed. There should not be a
large difference the basin-scale runoff and the watershed-scale runoff. There is a larger
difference between the basin-scale demands and the watershed-scale demands. Runoff
within an irrigation demand basin reduces demand and recharges local storage and there
will be less watershed-scale demand than the basin-scale demand. The difference between
the values for the East Caloosahatchee Basin is because the parameters were calibrated
using these data. The watershed demand is similar to the irrigation basin demands. The
agricultural demands are not met by runoff from other demand basins.

Table L-6. Comparison of Runoff and Demand for Demand Basins and the Combined Watershed.

Irrigation
Basin-Scale

Watershed-
Scale

Scale Effect(1,000 ac-ft/yr) (1,000 ac-ft/yr)

Runoff

East Caloosahatchee 286 282 2%

West Caloosahatchee 427 422 1%

East and West Caloosahatchee 714 701 2%

Demands

East Caloosahatchee Agricultural 49 44 9%

West Caloosahatchee Agricultural 30 25 18%

East and West Caloosahatchee - Total 79 66 16%

Figure L-7. Modeled and Measured Flow for the Caloosahatchee Watershed.
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The cumulative runoff for the watershed is another measure of the reliability of the
AFSIRS/WATBAL model (Figure L-8). The modeled and measured runoff follow the
same pattern for the period of record. Initially the model over-predicts runoff, which is
probably due to inaccurate land use data in the early part of the period. The model under-
predicts during the later period due to the inability to accurately simulate the effect of the
canal system on drainage.

Land Use During Calibration

There has been a substantial increase in irrigated lands within the Caloosahatchee
over the calibration period. AFSIRS/WATBAL modeling is able to simulate the changes
in irrigation demands and runoff that result from changing land uses. For calibration,
historic land use-over-time tables were developed for each irrigation basin. District land
use coverages were used to establish 1988 and 1995 land use. The 1972 land use was
developed from earlier District studies. Landuse for intermediate years were interpolated
based on historic countywide crop land use data published by Florida Agricultural
Statistics Service (FASS). The ratio of crown-flood irrigated citrus and micro jet irrigated
citrus and the ratio of irrigated pasture and nonirrigated pasture were developed from
anecdotal information.

APPLICATION

Model Application - 1995 and 2020 BASE Demands

The results of AFSIRS/WATBAL are an acceptable first estimate of demands in
the Caloosahatchee watershed for 1995 and 2020 base modeling. The method used is

Figure L-8. Cumulative Measured and Modeled Runoff for the Caloosahatchee Watershed.
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based on engineering principles and is responsive to land use, irrigation method and water
source. The responsiveness to various water sources is the critical concern for the CWMP.
The method accounts for public water supply requirements, which is good. The method
agrees acceptably with measured data. The simulated irrigation requirements and
drainage are compatible with values from other regions of the district for similar land uses.
However, the low efficiency suggests that return flows and application efficiencies are
significant processes that should be modeled using deterministic methods. The model is
calibrated to a limited amount of data, flow at three structures.

The base cases for 1995 and 2020 are modeled assuming unchanging land use for
thirty-one year simulation period. The thirty-one years are needed to show how the
watershed may respond to a wide variety of climates. The 1995-land use acreage comes
from the District's 1995 land use coverage. The estimated 2020-land use acreage for
irrigated agriculture was developed by the CWMP. A large increase in acreage of
sugarcane and citrus is expected. The spatial distribution of citrus and sugarcane assumes
no expansion of the Lake Okeechobee Service Area (LOSA) but it does allow assume all
development of undeveloped lands in LOSA would rely on C-43 Canal waters. The
increase in irrigated agriculture results in a decrease in pasture and some wetlands.

The AFSIRS/WATBAL model predictions for the 1995 BASE demands and runoff
from the C-43 Canal are presented in Table L-7. The annual runoff is 17 percent less than
the current SFWMM model estimates but is closer to measured runoff than the SFWMM
estimates. The annual demand is 24 percent greater than the current SFWMM estimates
(89,500 ac-ft); the annual 1-in-10 demand is 26 percent greater than current SFWMM
estimates (137,000 ac-ft); the May 1-in-10 demand is the same as current SFWMM
estimates (42,600 ac-ft). The increase in demands and decrease in runoff are due
principally to differences in the early simulation years - 1965 to 1980. Demands predicted
by the new AFSIRS-based hydrology are linearly proportional to agricultural acreage
being irrigated. Previous estimates of demands were derived with less reliable estimates
of the agricultural acreage irrigated by the C-43 Canal. The watershed-scale runoff and
demands are less than the basin-scale values because at the watershed scale some the
demand from each basin is met by the runoff from the other basin. This is more important
for the West Basin than for the East Basin. The demand by water source is given for each
basin in Table L-8.

The estimated 2020 BASE demands from the C-43 Canal have an annual average
of 183,800 ac-ft, an annual 1-in-10 demand of 285,300 ac-ft and a May 1-in-10 demand of
74,700 ac-ft (Table L-9). The annual demand is 64 percent greater than current SFWMM
estimates (111,900 ac-ft); the annual 1-in-10 demand is 66 percent greater than current
SFWMM estimates (171,600 ac-ft); and the May 1-in-10 demand is 40 percent greater
than current SFWMM estimates (53,300 ac-ft). As in the 1995 BASE, twenty-five percent
of these changes are due to higher demands in early simulation years. The remaining
differences are due to the greater acreage of sugarcane (125,000 ac) and citrus (125,000
ac) assumed in the revised estimates as compared to the early LEC Regional Water Supply
Plan estimates (99,700 ac of sugarcane and 116,000 ac of citrus). The demand by water
source is given for each basin in Table L-10.
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Table L-7. Estimated 1995 Demands from C-43 Canal Surface Water.

1995 Base: AFSIRS/WATBAL 1995 Base: SFWMM

Basin-Scale Watershed-Scale Watershed-Scale

(1,000 ac-ft / yr)

Runoff

East Caloosahatchee 291 286

West Caloosahatchee 405 393

East and West Combined 696 675 815

Demands

East Caloosahatchee Agricultural 76 70

West Caloosahatchee Agricultural 46.5 40

West Caloosahatchee public water
supply

11.5 5

East and West Combined 134 112 89.5

Table L-8. Estimated Average Annual Demands for 1995 Land Cover for 31 Years of Climatic
Data.

Ground Water
Lake

Okeechobee C-43 Canal Total Demand

(1,000 ac-ft / yr)

East Caloosahatchee 0.65 8.7 64.6 74.0

West Caloosahatchee 35.5 0 46.5 81.9

S-4 0 69.4 0 69.4

Public Water Supply 0 0 11.5

Total 36.1 78.0 122 237

Table L-9. Estimates of 2020 Base Demands in Lake Okeechobee Service Area.

2020 Base: AFS/WATBAL 2050 Base: SFWMM

Basin-Scale Watershed-Scale Watershed-Scale

(1,000 ac-ft/yr)

Runoff

East Caloosahatchee 305 292

West Caloosahatchee 400 386

East and West Caloosahatchee 705 672 815

Demands

East Caloosahatchee Agriculture 146 134

West Caloosahatchee Agriculture 61.7 55.6

West Caloosahatchee Public Water
Supply

17.7 9.0

East and West Caloosahatchee 226 192 125
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LIMITATIONS

The modeling does not perfectly match observed watershed behavior. Two
weaknesses are observed; under prediction of runoff during moderate rainfall periods and
under prediction of demands during very low rainfall periods. The runoff predictions
might be improved by developing a more sophisticated runoff component that could
simulate water movement and storage in canals. Uncertainty in runoff estimation is also
due to sparse rainfall data. A large fraction of the rainfall occurs as small high intensity
storms. The historic and current rainfall network does not provide sufficient data to
support detailed hydrologic modeling. Improving the under prediction of demands during
high demand months would require a different model - one that predicts conveyance losses
explicitly instead of assuming that conveyance losses are proportional to irrigation
demands. It is also possible that the crop correction factors are not accurate for high
demand months. There is additional uncertainty due to the limited PET data. The 12
monthly crop correction coefficients and the atmospheric losses are parameters that are
intimately connected with the variable PET data. The parameters must be matched to the
PET.

Other factors contribute to modeling uncertainty. The assumption of uniform
(noncalibrated) hydrologic properties throughout the watershed increases uncertaintyThe
necessary assumption of uniform (calibrated) conveyance efficiency and local basin
storage parameters throughout the watershed and across all irrigation methods may not
accurately reflect all field conditions. These parameters known to vary spatially but this
variability is not represented in a lumped model such as AFSIRS/WATBAL. Other factors
include an oversimplified conveyance efficiency term, poor land use data, single soil type,
and basinwide model parameters. The conclusions are dependent on accurate land use
information and, more importantly, determination of the proper irrigation source(s) fore
each land use. Knowledge of land use in early years is lacking and estimates may not be
accurate; this may be responsible for poorer fit in early years.

Irrigation from ground water sources were modeled as being identical to irrigation
from surface water sources, using the same AFSIRS data and the same efficiencies and
local storage parameters. No further calibration was possible. Runoff from these lands
was reduced as ground water withdrawals were replaced. The current ground water

Table L-10. Estimated Average Annual Demands for 1995 Land Cover for 31 Years of Climatic
Data.

Ground Water Lake Okeechobee C-43 Canal Total Demand

(1,000 ac-ft/yr)

East Caloosahatchee 3.4 6.2 129 138

West Caloosahatchee 33.7 0 61.7 96

S-4 Basin 0 70.7 0 71

Public Water Supply 0 0 17.7 18

Total 37 77 209 323
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component allows rapid recharge and extraction or irrigation water from the aquifer. This
reduces surface water demands and peak runoff. The reduction in runoff caused by
ground water irrigation is very significant and should not be ignored. This level of
connection between runoff and ground water recharge may not reflect the connectivity
throughout the watershed.

There is an uncertainty of about 1 inch in irrigation demands during high irrigation
months. This uncertainty may be influenced by landowner management, which is not
modeled. Better resolution should not be expected unless conveyance losses and in-
stream water level control methods are simulated. It is reasonable to assume that this is
due in part to lower conveyance efficiency during droughts and in part to landowner
management.

CONCLUSIONS

The AFSIRS/WATBAL model provides a reasonable approach for estimating the
demands of the Caloosahatchee Watershed for the current and future conditions. The
model is based on the AFSIRS model which is an excellent though data intensive model to
use for estimating crop irrigation requirements. The AFSIRS model provides the
statistical distribution of demand for a 31-year climatic record, which is necessary to
evaluate the long-term impact of land use changes. The AFSIRS model was modified to
account for the hydrology of nonirrigated land and the interaction of ground water with
surface water. The model was successfully calibrated to the measured demands and runoff
of the East Caloosahatchee Basin, and the calibrated model was validated using demand
and runoff from the West Caloosahatchee Basin. Although the model is limited by
availability of field data to verify the field-scale demands and ground water-surface water
interaction, it is useful for estimating demand and runoff at the basin-scale. The model
accounts for changes in demands and runoff due to varying weather and land use.
Although not varied in this application, the model also can account for the variability in
irrigation methods and soil types. The model was successfully used to provide reasonable
estimates of 1995 base demand and runoff and the demand and runoff for the 2020 base
case land use.
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Appendix M
WATER USE AND RUNOFF IN THE

CALOOSAHATCHEE BASIN

E.G. Flaig and J.C. Capece
South Florida Water Management District

Institute for Food and Agricultural Sciences University of Florida

ABSTRACT

The volume and timing of discharge from the Caloosahatchee River Basin has a
major impact on the health of the Caloosahatchee Estuary in southern Charlotte Harbor.
The Caloosahatchee Estuary receives runoff from four sources: the Caloosahatchee River
Basin, the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA), Lake Okeechobee, and the basin draining
directly to the estuary. When Lake Okeechobee stage is high, water is released for flood
protection, which may produce high discharge during the spring dry season. Although
regulatory discharge from Lake Okeechobee can be greater than basin runoff, runoff from
the river basin is the primary source of flow. Discharge to the Caloosahatchee Estuary has
changed during the last fifty years, primarily as a result of construction of the C-43 Canal
that provided for navigation, drainage and flood control, and facilitated agriculture and
urban growth. Urban development and agriculture have increased water consumption and
resulted in an additional requirement for flood protection. Increased flood protection has
reduced the ground water recharge and available ground water. In the dry season,
irrigation demand has been met by water released from Lake Okeechobee, however, the
availability of lake water for the Caloosahatchee Service Area is likely to be limited in the
future as water is required to satisfy water supply requirements of the lower east coast and
the environmental needs of Lake Okeechobee and the Everglades. In the future,
innovative means of managing water in the basin will be necessary to sustain growth in the
region and protect the estuary.

INTRODUCTION

The Caloosahatchee Basin occupies the southern extent of the Charlotte Harbor
Estuary Basin. This is a region of expanding urban and agricultural development with
increasing demands on the water resources, both for water use and for flood protection. At
the same time, there has been increasing concern for protecting the environment. A
primary environmental concern is the requirement of reasonable freshwater discharge to
the estuary; minimum flow of fresh water to the estuary to prevent excessively high
salinity and reduction in high flows that reduce salinity to very low levels. Another
environmental concern is protection of wetlands from excessive ground water drawdown
due to drainage and pumping from ground water for irrigation. A first step in
understanding water allocation issues is the development of a water budget for the basin.
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This paper describes the important features of the basin, the water budget for the estuary
from the basin, and the potential impact of future land use on the discharge to the estuary.

THE CALOOSAHATCHEE BASIN

The Caloosahatchee Basin forms a shallow trough 36 kilometers (km) wide and
110 km long that drains from Lake Okeechobee to the Gulf of Mexico. The longitudinal
profile of the river exhibits a gradual drop of 6 meters (m) NGVD at the lake with most of
elevation loss below old Lake Flirt (Figure M-1). The land slopes from a high of 23 m
elevation from the north side to the river and from 13 m elevation on the south to the river.
Formed under a marine environment, most of the shallow geologic materials are
limestone, marls, silts, clays, shell, sand, and gravel and mixtures of these. Limestone is
near the surface west of LaBelle and occurs as outcrops along an east-west line south of
LaBelle. The soils are a mix of sandy spodosols throughout most of the basin with loams
found west of LaBelle. Soils in the EAA, on the far eastern end of the basin are primarily
muck.

The climate of the region is wet subtropical with 75 percent of the precipitation
occurring during the summer wet season. The basin receives approximately 130 cm of
rain annually (Table M-1). Annual rainfall ranges from 60 to 200 centimeters (cm)
(SFWMD, 1994). There is slightly greater annual rainfall volume along the coast than
inland, but this difference is not substantial compared to the high year-to-year variability.
There is a high spatial variability in daily rainfall due to the localized nature of

Figure M-1. The Caloosahatchee Basin.
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convectional storms. There is a slight, but not significant increasing trend in rainfall of
0.15 cm yr-1 over the period 1972 to 1994.

The ground water resources in the basin are limited. The basin is underlain by the
Surficial Aquifer System (SAS), the sandstone aquifer, and the Floridan Aquifer System
(FAS). The SAS, includes the water table aquifer (0-25 m) and the lower Tamiami
formation (6-60 m), provides useable water in the region east of LaBelle. These aquifers
can be highly productive, however, the yield is highly variable spatially, and it is not a
dependable source of water for agriculture (Smith and Adams, 1988). West of LaBelle,
ground water is too mineralized for agricultural use (SFWMD, 1994c). Several major
municipal well fields in Lee County draw water from the sandstone aquifer. Urban wells

Table M-1. Annual Rainfall, Runoff and Water Use Demand in the Caloosahatchee Basina.

a. The period of record was 1972 to 1994. Rainfall and discharge were obtained from
South Florida Water Management DBHYDRO Database. Water use demand esti-
mates were obtained from the Lower West Coast Water Supply Plan (SFWMD,
1994c).

Median 2-in-10 Dry 2-in-10 Wet

Rain (cm) 120 95 140

Lake Okeechobee

Regulatory (106m3) 69 3 830

Water Supply (106m3) 94 66 124

Basin

S-78 Discharge (106m3) 350 225 475

ECAL Basin Runoff (cm) 36 21 46

S-79 Discharge (106m3) 870 500 1,050

WCAL Basin Runoff (cm) 38 22 45

Water Use Demand

Urban

1990 Estimation (106m3) 17

2010 Projection (106m3) 33

Agriculture

1990 Estimation (106m3) 76

2010 Projection (106m3) 110

Estuary

Minimum Flow (106m3) 270
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along the coast obtain water from the Floridan, however, this ground water is highly
mineralized and requires reverse osmosis for use.

HISTORY

The hydrology of the Caloosahatchee Basin has been strongly affected by land and
canal development. In predevelopment times, the Caloosahatchee River was a sinuous
river extending from Beautiful Island to Lake Flirt. East of Lake Flirt was sawgrass marsh
extending to Lake Okeechobee. The Caloosahatchee River was connected to Lake
Okeechobee early in the 1800s by a small canoe trail by native Americans. In the 1880s,
the Disston Canal was dug from Lake Flirt to Lake Okeechobee to provide a navigable
channel for steamboats from Lake Kissimmee through Lake Okeechobee to the Gulf of
Mexico (USACE, 1957). The channel was enlarged to a 2 m depth and a 30 m width
during the period 1910 to 1930, and three locks were constructed along the canal in 1918
to improve navigation.

By the 1930s, there was pressure for drainage projects that would allow land
development in the basin. Analysis of flood control showed that there was good drainage
downstream of Hendry County but insufficient drainage east of LaBelle (Hills, 1927). The
landscape was too flat and the river channel provided little conveyance capacity resulting
in prolonged inundation. For example, floods in the 1920s left water 2 m deep in LaBelle.
Hills (1927) recommended that a long, low dam be created near Ortona to divert runoff
towards the Everglades and relieve flooding. Moore Haven and Ortona locks were
completed in 1937, and the canal was straightened and deepened in 1937, 1941, and 1966
(Fan and Burgess, 1983). Severe floods in 1948, 1949, and 1953 resulted in construction
of the current canal (USACE, 1957). The current channel was created to carry a
maximum discharge of 120 (m3s-1) from Lake Okeechobee. The channel, C-43, was
designed to remove runoff to reduce prolonged inundation, accommodate regulatory
discharges from Lake Okeechobee, and provide a navigable channel. The project was
completed in 1966 with the Franklin Lock and Dam Structure (S-79), which was designed
to control water by reducing saltwater intrusion into the main channel, provide a
freshwater head to reduce saltwater intrusion into the water table aquifer, and to maintain a
higher water table in the lower region of the basin (USACE, 1957).

Following dredging of the C-43 Canal, several private, water control districts
(WCDs) were established to provide drainage in the basin. These WCDs include those
developed for both agricultural and urban land. All of the land on the south side of C-43,
excepting urban land immediately adjacent to it, is in one of several WCDs. These
districts have constructed drainage canals, water level controls to control drainage, and in
many cases, pumps to provide irrigation water for agriculture.

West of LaBelle, WCDs manage water on land away from C-43 but not
immediately adjacent to the canal. This has produced a situation where several large
drainage canals discharge into small native streams causing flows that exceed the
conveyance capacity of those streams and result in severe floods. This was observed
following high rainfall in the summer of 1995. The land has been overdrained to permit
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development and few storm water detention/retention areas have been constructed to
reduce downstream flooding.

LAND USE

Land use in the basin has changed from a mosaic of sloughs, wet prairies, and pine
flatwoods to agriculture and urban land (Figure M-2). Urban land has developed along
the estuary shoreline at Fort Myers and along the river since the 1870s. Less than one
percent of the basin was urban in 1950, but urban land now occupies 25 percent of the
estuary basin and 8 percent of the total area. There is another 20 percent of the estuary
basin that exists as open-urban land. In 1957, urban and agricultural land occupied less
than 2 percent of the basin (Mierau et al., 1974). By 1977, agriculture occupied 50 percent
of the basin with a compensating reduction in range/scrub land (Fan and Burgess, 1983).

The eastern portion of the basin was a sawgrass marsh extending from Lake Flirt to
Lake Okeechobee with wet prairie to the south and pine flatwoods to the north. This area
was subject to prolonged flooding prior to development. Although beef cattle pasturing

Figure M-2.Major Land Use Types in the East Caloosahatchee Basin (ECAL), the West
Caloosahatchee Basin (WCAL), and the Direct Caloosahatchee Estuary Basin
(Estuary). Land Use for 1955 and 1972 from Mierau et al. (1974). Land Use for
1988 and 1994 from South Florida Water Management District GIS Database
(SFWMD,1996).
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has been in southwest Florida for 300 years, intensive agriculture was not a major landuse
until large-scale drainage projects were constructed. Citrus production has grown
significantly since the 1970s when freezes killed groves in north and central Florida. The
areas of citrus and sugar cane are expected to double over the next 15 years (SFWMD,
1994c).

WATER USE

With the increased development in the basin, water use has become a significant
issue. Urban Lee County, agriculture, and the environment are the three major water users
in the basin (SFWMD, 1994a). Water use demand for 1990 was 94 x 106 m3 yr-1 for the
2-in-10 dry year which is the expected volume of water that would be required two out of
every ten years (SFWMD, 1994c). The water supply is limited, particularly during the
droughts and the annual dry season. The urban users are located primarily in the lower
end of the basin, associated with the cities of Fort Myers, Cape Coral, and urban Lee
County. These cities obtain their water from a combination of surface water and ground
water, which is recharged from the river. Cape Coral has an independent water supply
system that obtains water from the Floridan aquifer, and it has a complete water reuse
system. The urban demand is expected to double during the next twenty years (Table M-
1).

Agriculture uses water for irrigation that supplements local rainfall. The allocation
is based on the available water and the crop requirements. Supplemental water replaces a
combination of evapotranspiration and seepage losses from the conveyance system. The
land owner is allocated ground water or river water to provide supplemental irrigation.
Water from Lake Okeechobee is used to provide 94 x 106 m3 yr-1 irrigation water to
135,000 ha: 40 percent of the basin. The most critical needs are in April and May when
the evapotranspiration demand is high due to rapid crop growth and the lack of cloud
cover.

Native ecosystems are the other major users of water in the basin. Although not
explicitly considered in the past, both upland ecosystems and the estuary are important
water users. The estuary requires a minimum flow, estimated to be 270 x 106 m3 yr-1, to
avoid hypersaline conditions that are detrimental to juvenile fish and other organisms
(Chamberlain et al. 1997). Daily discharge should be in the range of 8.5 to 23 m3s-1

(300-800 cfs). Discharge should never exceed 70 m3s-1 (2,500 cfs). Wetlands, both
sloughs and isolated wetlands, also require the appropriate hydroperiod to remain viable
wetland habitats (Duever, 1988).

DISCHARGE AND RUNOFF

There are four sources of discharge to the Caloosahatchee Estuary: Lake
Okeechobee, the EAA, the Caloosahatchee River Basin and the Caloosahatchee Estuary
Basin. Excess runoff water from the EAA drains into the Caloosahatchee Canal through
the S-235 Structure near the lake (Figure M-1) and through two privately owned
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structures at Lake Hicpochee. Although this storm water runoff normally drains south into
the Everglades or is backpumped into Lake Okeechobee, the water can drain into the
Caloosahatchee Basin if water levels are high.

The primary source of water to the estuary comes from the river basin. The river
drains 344,000 ha, divided into the East Caloosahatchee Basin (ECAL) that drains to the
canal between the Moore Haven Lock and spillway (S-77) and the Ortona Lock and
Spillway (S-78), and the West Caloosahatchee Basin (WCAL) that drains to the canal
between Ortona and the Franklin lock and dam structure (S-79) (Figure M-1). Runoff
from WCAL is slightly higher than runoff from ECAL (Table M-1) indicating the greater
flow attenuation in ECAL due to the flatness and thick, sandy soils (Fan and Burgess,
1983). Average annual discharge is presented as the median value rather than the mean,
because the annual discharge is log-normally distributed, and the median is a better
estimator of the central tendency (Table M-1). The extreme values for discharge are given
as the 2-in-10 year values for both dry years and wet years. These values are more useful
than minimum and maximum values; they provide the values that could be expected two
years out of ten years. This is a level of risk that is often used in water resources analysis
(SFWMD, 1994b). Surface water inflow from Caloosahatchee River tributaries delivers
53 percent of the river flow, while the remaining flow comes from ground water seepage.
There is a high variability in annual runoff volume reflecting the high variability in
rainfall.

The Caloosahatchee Canal receives discharge from Lake Okeechobee for flood
control and water supply. Regulatory discharge via C-43 (Table M-1), to lower lake stage
for flood protection, is 37 percent of total surface water discharge from Lake Okeechobee
(Fan and Burgess, 1983). In wet years this has resulted in discharge as great as the total
runoff from the basin. This excessive discharge primarily from Lake Okeechobee, which
is typically concentrated over a few months during the dry season, has had a detrimental
impact on the health of the estuary (Chamberlain and Doering, 1997). Water is also
released to control algae blooms in the river (Miller et al., 1982). At low flow, algae
blooms develop in the canal between S-78 and S-79, producing poor drinking water
quality for Fort Myers and Lee County water supplies. Water is released from the lake to
flush this water out of the river. Water also is released to push salt water out of the river
section that has entered through the locks. This salinity approaches federal drinking water
standards at the fresh water intakes. However, flushing of the river reach is generally
ineffective (Boggess, 1972).

The estuary also receives runoff from the basin adjacent to the estuary with
approximately one-third of the basin discharges to the estuary downstream of S-79. This
includes Telegraph Swamp, a portion of Orange River, several small streams along the
estuary, and drainage ditch runoff from urban Lee County. Discharge from urban Lee
County drains into the estuary through several ditches where runoff is controlled by
discharge structures (Johnson Eng., 1992). There are no published data on runoff from the
urban portion of the basin.
M-7



Appendix M CWMP Appendices
DISCUSSION

Determining the native, predevelopment annual runoff for the basin is difficult.
Determining the predevelopment runoff is difficult because the basin has been
substantially altered by development, ditching, and dredging. Flow records prior to
construction of C-43 are not available, and it is not possible to determine what were native
runoff rates. However, in comparison to runoff rates from the Myakka and Peace River
basins in the northern portion of the Charlotte Harbor region, average annual runoff is
20 percent higher in the Caloosahatchee region (Hammett, 1990). The increased runoff
indicates one probable impact of canal construction.

In 1994, SFWMD completed the Lower West Coast Water Supply Plan that
proposed a strategy for ground water management in the Caloosahatchee Basin (SFWMD,
1994a). Based on the large component of unmet future water supply needs, it was
recommended that several steps should be taken to increase water supply. This included
development of new sources, in particular, deep ground water and water reuse for the
urban area. The new water sources would be supported by development of additional
storage, such as aquifer storage and recovery systems and storage in the Caloosahatchee
Basin. These facilities may include reservoirs, on-farm retention, and underground
storage. The water supply plan pointed out the need to improve the efficiency of irrigation
systems. The plan indicated that it would be necessary to develop improved planning and
regulatory strategies for minimum flows and levels to protect wetlands and the
downstream estuary.

The SFWMD is developing a regional water supply plan for the lower east coast of
Florida that includes allocation of water from Lake Okeechobee (SFWMD, 1997). This
plan evaluates the surface water issues related to the Caloosahatchee Basin. Water from
Lake Okeechobee is used for public water supply and agriculture. With increased urban
and agricultural growth in south Florida coupled with the requirement of additional flow
from the lake to the Everglades, there will be less water available from Lake Okeechobee
for water supply, and it is likely that regulatory discharges will decrease. In normal years,
runoff may be sufficient to meet demand, but it likely will be inadequate during drought
years (SFWMD, 1997). When water is unavailable from the lake, water users will have to
depend on local supplies. The SFWMD is recommending that various storage facilities be
developed in the Caloosahatchee Basin to capture runoff and retained regulatory releases
from the lake. These facilities, most likely surface water reservoirs, would satisfy unmet
water supply needs and modulate discharge to the estuary. Water storage facilities in the
Caloosahatchee Basin would reduce the demand for lake water and allow more flexibility
for other water users.

SUMMARY

Water use and runoff in the Caloosahatchee Estuary Basin have been substantially
affected by anthropogenic activities during the past 100 years. Construction of the C-43
Canal has had the greatest impact on the system, changing the sinuous, shallow river with
an extensive flood plain into a large canal and connecting the Caloosahatchee River to
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Lake Okeechobee. Construction of the canal has allowed extensive drainage of the basin
promoting development of agriculture, primarily citrus and pasture. Excessive drainage
during the summer wet season and rapid conveyance in the canal has produced discharge
to the estuary causing damage to the habitat. There is also some evidence that
overdrainage has occurred, potentially harming upland and wetland habitats in the basin.
Construction of the canal has provided the opportunity for agriculture and urban water
users to obtain supplemental water from Lake Okeechobee. In the past, water from the
lake has been available in most years, but has not been available during droughts when the
water level in the lake is too low for discharge or is required by other users. In the future,
it is likely that there will be additional urban and agricultural development in the basin. It
is unlikely that there will be additional water available from Lake Okeechobee, as the
water supply needs of the lower east coast of Florida and the Everglades place greater
demand on the water resources (SFWMD, 1997). To meet the consumptive use needs, it
will probably be necessary to build water storage facilities in the basin, promote greater
water use efficiency, develop additional water supply sources and promote greater water
reuse.
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