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Proactive Measures Needed 
to Protect Water Resources
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Our Legislative Charge 

We are directed to:

• Protect the state’s 
water resources

• Encourage 
conservation

• Plan for existing 
and future water      
use



Key Indicators

• Strong La Niña –
abnormally dry 
conditions with 
fewer winter storms

 Driest October on 
record since 1932

 Potential for 
severe wild fire 
season

• Lake Okeechobee 
more than 2 feet 
below historical 
average



Jan – Mar 2011

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/30day/

U.S. Seasonal Precipitation Outlook   

Mar – May 2011
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SFWMD  Proactive Measures  

• Water shortage teams on 
alert; increased monitoring 
and reporting  

• Water shortage warning 
issued for Lake Istokpoga, 
Indian Prairie basin and 
Lake Okeechobee basin

• Call for conservation NOW

• Stepped up communication 
and coordination with other 
governments and agencies

• www.sfwmd.gov 

http://141.232.84.171/netpub/server.np?original=91919&site=dpiphotodb&catalog=catalog&download
http://141.232.84.171/netpub/server.np?original=91703&site=dpiphotodb&catalog=catalog&download


IF Conditions Do Not Improve…

• Potential for SFWMD-imposed emergency 
water shortage restrictions

 If enacted, local governments responsible for 
enforcement  

• Restrictions designed to mitigate against:

 Saltwater intrusion into wellfields

 Loss of crops

 Lack of water needed for fire protection

 Wildfires

 Loss of Stormwater Treatment Area nutrient-
reduction capacity

 Minimum Flow & Level exceedances



Working Together to Protect the Resource

• Municipalities have statutory direction to assist 
SFWMD in enforcing water shortage restrictions

 Focus is residential, while SFWMD enforces 
HOAs, golf courses, etc. 

• Note to Public Works Directors:

 Medians 

 Athletic fields

 Adjust irrigation systems accordingly

 Complaints from citizens – equity
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http://141.232.84.171/netpub/server.np?original=81644&site=dpiphotodb&catalog=catalog&download
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www.sfwmd.gov/waterwatch

For More Information…


