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USACE Planning Guidance: 

Acceptability is the extent to which the alternative plans are acceptable in terms of 
applicable laws, regulations and public policies. Appropriate mitigation of adverse effects 
shall be an integral component of each alternative plan.

Performance Metrics (PM)

Completeness is the extent to which the alternative plans provide and account for all 
necessary investments or other actions to ensure the realization of the planning objectives, 
including actions by other Federal and non-Federal entities. 
Effectiveness is the extent to which the alternative plans contribute to achieve the planning 
objectives.
Efficiency is the extent to which an alternative plan is the most cost effective means of 
achieving the objectives. 
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