South Florida Environmental Report
VOLUME I: THE SOUTH FLORIDA ENVIRONMENT

Kimberly Richer

Compliance Assessment and Reporting Section, Office of Water Quality

Prepared by the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) in cooperation with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) and Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS), the 2026 South Florida Environmental Report (SFER) unifies dozens of individual mandated reports and plans

into a single document for a “consolidated water management district annual report.” The annual SFER updates key scientific results and findings for the reporting period.
Overall, this information is the foundation for restoration, management, and protection activities associated with the Kissimmee Basin, Lake Okeechobeeg, the Everglades,

and South Florida’s coastal ecosystems.

WHAT IS SFER VOLUME I1?

* Project science, status, and performance updates and data summaries for research and monitoring efforts during Water Year 2025 (May 1, 2024—April 30, 2025)
= Peer and Public Review: Chapters 3, 4, 5A, 5B, 5C, 6, and 7; Public Review only: Chapters 2A, 2B, 8A, 8B, 8C, 8D, and 9

= Facilitated, edited, and produced by staff of the Compliance Assessment and Reporting Section of the Office of Water Quality

Chapter 2A: South Florida Hydrology
and Management

¢ Introduction to regional water management system
e Water management operations
e Hydrology including extreme hydrologic events
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See Posters 15 and 16 for more information.

Chapter 2B: Water and
Climate Resilience Metrics

e Meteorological Drought (see Poster 17)

e High Tide Events at Coastal Structures (see Poster 18)
¢ Rainfall (see Poster 19)

e Saltwater Intrusion
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Chapter 3: Water Quality in
Everglades Protection Area

o Fulfills Everglades Forever Act
(EFA; Section 373.4592, Florida
Statutes or F.S.)

¢ Annual assessment
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For more information, see Poster 31.

Chapter 4: Nutrient Source Controls
Programs in the Southern Everglades

e Source control programs including best management
practices (BMPs)
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To access statutes mandating reporting for Volume I, use these QR codes:

Posters 29 and

Everglades Stormwater
Treatment Areas (STAs)

Chapter 5A: Restoration Strategies

o Fulfills EFA

e Status of Restoration Strategies projects
o See Poster 32 for more information
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Chapter 5C: Applied Science and Adaptive

e Post-Science Plan studies

e Studies focused on in WY2025:
o Periphyton-based STA (PSTA) Performance
o SAV Recovery Drawdown Study
o Evaluation of Fire as a Management Tool

Fire as a
Management
Tool

See Posters 35 and 36 for more information.

Project (STAs) consent orders
e WY2025 update on Everglades STAs:
o Treatment performance
o Facility status and operational issues
o Submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV)
and bird surveys
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Chapter 5B: Everglades Stormwater Treatment
Areas Performance
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Northern Everglades and Estuaries Protection Program (NEEPP)

Chapter 8A:
NEEPP Annual Progress Report

e Fulfills NEEPP legislation (Section 373.4595, F.S.)
e FDEP basin management action plans (BMAPSs)

e SFWMD watershed construction projects

e FDACS BMP and Implementation

Chapter 8B: Lake Okeechobee (LO) Watershed
(LOW) Protection Plan Annual Progress Report

e Fulfills NEEPP legislation (Section 373.4595(6), F.S.)

e | O Research and Water Quality Monitoring Program (RWQMP):
hydrology, water quality, SAV, zooplankton, fishery, wading birds,
and snail kites

Assurance programs e LOW RWQMP: Water Quality -
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e Upstream water quality monitoring
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Chapters 8C and 8D: St. Lucie River
Watershed (SLRW) and Caloosahatchee
River Watershed (CRW) Protection Plans
Annual Progress Reports

e Fulfills NEEPP legislation (Section 373.4595(6), F.S.)

o Watershed RWQMPs: hydrology and basin nutrient
loading

e Estuary RWQMPs: water quality, fish, zooplankton,
oysters, clams, and SAV

e SLRW and CRW Construction Projects

e Upstream water quality monitoring
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Chapter 6: Everglades Systems
Assessment

e Hydrology

o Water Quality
e Groundwater Dynamics
e Florida Bay Vegetation
e Tree Islands

e Wildlife: Birds, Frogs,
and Apple Snails

and 14 for more
information.
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Chapter 7: Status of Invasive Species

e Regional invasive species initiatives overview

e Managing and preventing biological invasions

e Update for priority plant and animal species

e Summaries of new research findings

e Monitoring and treating invasive species are
required by EFA and NEEPP

Water Hyacinth
Planthopper (photo by U.S.
Department of Agriculture
- Agricultural Research

Invasive Fish Removed from
Picayune Strand Restoration
Project Area (photo by U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers)

S Facility (photo by Megan Reid)
For more
information, see Posters 38 and 39.

Chapter 9: Kissimmee River Restoration
and Other Kissimmee Basin Initiatives

e Kissimmee River Restoration Evaluation Program

e Kissimmee Chain of Lakes and Kissimmee River
Restoration projects

e Hydrology, dissolved oxygen, floodplain vegetation,
and wildlife

Kissimmee
River and
Floodplain

See Posters 8 through 11 for more information.

Chapter 10:
Ecosystem Responses to CERP Projects

e Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands (BBCW) Phase |
e Picayune Strand Restoration Project (PSRP)

Freshwater wetland species
established in Deering Flow-
way (BBCW Phase I)

For more information,
see Poster 37.
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South Florida Environmental Report

Diana De La Rosa

VOLUME II: DISTRICT ANNUAL PLANS & REPORTS

Compliance Assessment and Reporting Section, Office of Water Quality

Prepared by the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) in cooperation with Florida’s five water management districts,
2026 SFER Volume Il comprises state-mandated reports required to be prepared annually. These reports document SFWMD’s progress

iIn Implementing plans developed to address areas of responsibility on a regional or districtwide basis. Within this volume, SFWMD also

exercises the option of completing an annual work plan report, currently referred to as the Fiscal Year Annual Work Plan Performance.

WHAT IS SFER VOLUME 11?

Consolidated annual update of the implementation progress of plans developed to address areas of responsibility
on a regional or districtwide basis

* These updates are required by the Florida Legislature to keep them apprised of the status and progress of each
program

» Facilitated, edited, and produced by staff of the Compliance Assessment and Reporting Section of the Office of
Water Quality

= New: Two previously published reports in Volume | have been moved to Volume Il as Chapters 8 and 9 to further

Northwest Florida
WATER MANAGEMENT

\ St. Johns River
) WATER MANAGEMENT

consolidate budgetary aspects into a single volume

The Consolidated Water Management District
Annual Report (CAR), required by §373.036(7), F.S.,
reports on the management of water resources and the
Fiscal and Performance Accountability Report. Must be
submitted annually by March 1 by each Florida water

management district.

* Report must be submitted to the Florida Governor,
President of the Senate, and Speaker of the House of
Representatives and made available to the public

* Reporting requirements are fulfilled by all Chapters

and associated appendices

appendices

Several Priority Water Bodies

Kissimmee River
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The Florida Forever Water Management District Work
Plan (Florida Forever) is required by §373.199, ES,,
which was enacted in 1999 and last amended in 2024.

* Required to present projects eligible for funding as well
as projects eligible for state acquisition funds from the
appropriate account or trust fund

* Reporting requirements for Florida Forever are
provided in Chapters 2, 6A, 6B, and associated

DISTRICT DS TRICT
Suwannee River
WATER MANAGEMENT
DISTRICT
Southwest Florida
WATER MANAGEMENT
DISTRICT |
South Florida s |
. . WATER MANAGEMENT ‘
Florida's Five DISTRICT .
Water Management
Districts

Chapter/Appendix Number

Chapter/Appendix Title

Reporting Requirements

Consolidated Annual Report — §373.036(2)(f)4 and §373.036(7)(b)1, ES.

(contains Alternative Water Supply)

Chapter 1 Introduction to Volume I , o
Florida Forever Water Management District Work Plan — §373.199(7)(c), E.S.
Consolidated Annual Report — §373.036(2)(f)4 and §373.036(7)(b)1, ES.

Chapter 2 Fiscal Year Annual Work Plan Performance Florida Forever Water Management District Work Plan — §373.199(7)(c), F.S.
Consolidated Annual Report — §373.036(7)(b)2, ES. Minimum Flows and Minimum Water Levels —-§373.042, F.S.

Sherier 3 & Apmandhs Brefiny Weierbsdies Lt 2ne Sehedile Establishment and Implementation of Minimum Flows and Minimum Water Levels — §373.0421, ES.
Authority to Establish Reservations — §373.223(4), ES. Minimum Flows and Levels — Chapter 40E-8, FA.C. Minimum
Flows and Levels — Section 62-40.473(9), FA.C. Reservations — Section 62-40.474(5), FA.C.

. . Consolidated Annual Report — §373.036(7)(b)3, E.S.
Chapter 4 Five-Yi |l Pl
aprer ve-Year Capital Improvements Plan District Budget — §373.536(6)(a)3 and §373.536(6)(a)4, F.S. Budgets for Fixed Capital Outlay — §216.043, F.S.
cve-Year Water R Nevel ¢ Work P Consolidated Annual Report — §373.036(7)(b)4, §373.036(7)(b)5, and §373.036(7)(b)8, F.S.
Chapter 5A Ve-rear IVater Resource Levelopment Tork Frogram District Budget — §373.536(6)(a)4, FS.

Alternative Water Supply Development — §373.707, F.S.

Appendix SA-1

Projects Associated with a Basin Management Action Plan

Consolidated Annual Report — §373.036(7)(b)8.a, F.S.

Projects in the Five-Year Work Program with Grading for each

Consolidated Annual Report — §373.036(7)(b)9, E.S.

Chapter 5B Watershed, Water Body, or Water Segment
Consolidated Annual Report — §373.036(7)(b)6, F.S.
Florida Forever Water Management District Work Plan — §373.199(7)(b), ES. Florida Forever Act — §259.105(7)(b), F.S.
Chapter 6A Florida Forever Work Plan Annual Update Acquisition of Real Property — §373.139(3)(c), F.S.
Consolidated Annual Report — §373.036(7)(b)6, F.S. Florida Preservation 2000 Act — §259.101, ES. Florida Forever
Chapter 6B Land Stewardship Annual Report Water Management District Work Plan — §373.199(7)(a), F.S.
Consolidated Annual Report — §373.036(7)(b)7, ES.
Chapter 7 Mitigation Donation Annual Report Additional Criteria for Activities in Surface Water and Wetlands — §373.414(1)(b)2, F.S.
Chaoter 8 Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan Consolidated Annual Report — §373.036(7)(e)3, FE.S.
P Annual Report — 470 Report Everglades Restoration Investment Act — §373.470(7), ES.
Consolidated Annual Report — §373.036(7)(e)4, E.S.
Chapter 9 Everglades Forever Act Annual Financial Report Everglades Forever Act — §373.4592(14), F.S.

Everglades Trust Fund — §373.45926(3), F.S.

For more information about CAR, Florida Forever, and Volume Il scan the following QR codes:
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