Board of County Commissioners
Okeechobee County

304 NW Second Street — Room 123, Okeechobee, FL 34972
Phone: 863-763-6441 Ext.1 or Fax: 863-763-0118

July 25, 2025

Mr. Drew Bartlett

Executive Director

South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD)
3301 Gun Club Road

West Palm Beach, FL 33406

Re:  Okeechobee County’s Ongoing Concerns and Request for Update - South Florida Water
Management District's Proposed Lower Kissimmee Basin Stormwater Treatment Area
(LKBSTA) Project

Dear Drew:

As a follow-up to our previous correspondence dated May 9, 2024, regarding the South Florida
Water Management District's (SFWMD) proposed Lower Kissimmee Basin Stormwater
Treatment Area (LKBSTA) project, Okeechobee County has not received any correspondence
or updates from the District or its contracted representatives concerning the project’s design,
site plan, or permitting status.

Unless there have been substantive changes to the proposed design or location of the project
that would bring it into compliance with the County’s Land Development Regulations (LDRs),
the County continues to have significant concerns about the project's compatibility with our
regulatory requirements. As outlined in our prior letters and meetings, the proposed LKBSTA
project - particularly considering the inclusion of the additional 1,400 acres (formerly RES
property) - raises multiple concerns related to flooding and seepage, airport safety, hazardous
wildlife attractants, and compliance with zoning and permitting standards.

To date, the County has not received:
e Arevised site or conceptual plan incorporating the expansion;
o Any documentation reflecting updates to the design;
» A formal application or initiation of the required local review process; or
¢ Any recent communication from EIP or District staff regarding project developments,
despite prior commitments made to provide regular updates.

In the spirit of collaboration and our shared environmental goals, we respectfully request that
the District provide the County with:
1. An update on the current status and scope of the LKBSTA project;
2. Confirmation of whether any modifications have been made to the design or location;
3. A timeline for submission of required plans, studies, and permitting materials to the
County; and
4. A commitment to re-establish regular communications going forward.

We remain willing to work closely with the District and its representatives to ensure that any
STA project within Okeechobee County is reviewed in accordance with local regulations,
protects the safety and interests of our community, and advances our shared objectives for
nutrient reduction and environmental restoration.
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Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. Should you have any questions or wish
to schedule a meeting, please feel free to contact me directly or reach out to Jessica Bezares,
Special Projects Manager, at (863) 763-6441 (Option #5).
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