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Abiaki Prairie

� Approved by the Committee in 2012

� Project has evolved since 2012:       
scope has changed and cost has gone up

� Corps permit was issued last summer

� 4,298 WRAP credits awarded based on                 
construction / biological success criteriaconstruction / biological success criteria

� More than enough credits for the full 
Lake Belt Plan mine-out

� SFWMD signed the Phase 2 construction 
contract in 2021, at a cost below the 2020 
internal cost estimate
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2020 estimate: $151.7 million            

6,314 acres

Construction $ 80.6

Long-term mgmt.        $ 21.4

Land reimbursement  $ 49.7

Construction complete by 2027

Updated project footprint – southern portion of C-139 Annex 

2020 Restoration Plan

Construction complete by 2027

Cost estimate includes 20 years of 

long-term management

Abiaki 1: 3,108 acres 

mostly constructed / planted

Abiaki 2-4-5: 3,206 acres 

contractor selected /

construction started
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Abiaki Prairie Phase 1
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Corps Permitted Restoration WRAP Units (2020)

WRAP SCORES
Phase 1 & 

2 Acres

Pre-Project 

WRAP

Scores

Post Project 

WRAP

Scores 

Estimated

Post Project 

Functional 

Units (FU) 

Estimated

LATERAL CANALS 31 0 0.7 21.7

DITCHES 388 0.3 0.7 155.2

CULTIVATED 5895 0 0.7 4126.5

WETLAND 497 N/A N/A N/A

ROADS/LEVEES 96 0 0 N/A

DEVELOPED/FILLED 26 0 0 N/A

PROTECTED AREAS 291 0 0 N/A

TOTAL ACREAGE

(PHASES 1 & 2)
7224

*TOTAL RESTORATION

ACREAGE & 
6,314 4,303.4

ACREAGE & 

FUNCTIONAL UNITS
6,314 4,303.4

SOUTHERN SEEPAGE 

BERM IMPACTS

Acres
Pre-Project 

WRAP

Scores

Post Project 

WRAP

Score

Post Project 

Functional     

Units (FU) 

Seepage Berm 5.16 0.51 0 -2.63

Seepage Berm in
Panther Preserve

5.36 0.51 0 -2.73

Xeric Habitat (upland - not 

counted towards total)
6.00 0 0.7

IMPACTED ACREAGE &

FUNCTIONAL UNITS
10.52 -5.36

TOTAL PROJECT 

FUNCTIONAL UNITS

LESS BERM IMPACTS

4,298

* Calculation does not include previously permitted mitigation in remnant wetlands, protected hammock, 

canals to be created/remain, roads/levees, filled areas, or Pond 5S.
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Cost Estimate / Payment Schedule

� Pay $80 million construction costs by 

2026

� Pay $21 million long-term management 

costs over 20 years (2028-2047)

� Pay $50 million land acquisition costs 

over 25 year period (2028-2052)over 25 year period (2028-2052)

� Payments are approved by LBMC one 

year in advance of cost estimate
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Future Expenditures

• All future Committee expenditures will go to 

– Abiaki Prairie restoration, 

– long-term DBL structure maintenance, and 

– water quality monitoring

• No funding for additional Pennsuco acquisitions or other • No funding for additional Pennsuco acquisitions or other 

mitigation projects

• The MDLPA will work with the Legislature to raise the 

mitigation fee to $0.10/ton in the next few years to assure 

long-term funding needs are met
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Updated

LBMC

mitigation table

2020 Annual Report table adjusted for updated Abiaki Prairie cost estimate

($35,300 / WRAP credit)

mitigation table
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Updated

LBMC

2020 Annual Report table adjusted for updated Abiaki Prairie cost estimate                    

($35,300 / WRAP credit)

LBMC

mitigation balance
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Motion

Approve the expenditure of $7.0 million for FY22 Abiaki Prairie

Restoration Project funding per the updated cost estimate. At an

updated cost of $35,300 per WRAP credit, this expenditure

authorizes the award of 198.3 WRAP credits (793.2 Pennsuco-

equivalent mitigation acres) for 2021.equivalent mitigation acres) for 2021.
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