
Application of the Lake Okeechobee Regulation Schedule (LORS2008) 
on 6/14/2021 (ENSO Condition: ENSO-neutral)  

Lake Okeechobee Net Inflow Outlook:  

The Lake Okeechobee Net Inflow Outlook has been computed using 4 methods: Croley's 
method1, the SFWMD empirical method2, a sub-sampling of ENSO Neutral years3 and a sub-
sampling of warm years of the Atlantic Multi-decadal Oscillation (AMO) in combination with 
ENSO Neutral years4. The results for Croley's method and the SFWMD empirical method are 
based on the CPC Outlook. 

Table of the Lake Okeechobee Net Inflow Outlooks in feet of equivalent depth. All methods are 
updated on a weekly basis with observed net inflow for the current month.  

Season 

Croley's Method1* 

SFWMD 

Empirical 

Method2 

Sub-sampling of 

ENSO Neutral 

Years3 

Sub-sampling of  

AMO Warm + 

ENSO Neutral 

Years 4 

Value 

(ft) 
Condition 

Value 

(ft) 
Condition 

Value 

(ft) 
Condition 

Value 

(ft) 
Condition 

Current 

(Jun-Nov) 
N/A N/A 2.52 Very Wet 2.61 Very Wet 3.80 Very Wet 

Multi 

Seasonal 

(Jun-Apr) 

N/A N/A 2.95 Wet 2.75 Wet 4.12 Wet 

*Croley’s Method Not Produced for This Report. See Seasonal and Multi-Seasonal tables for 
the classification of Lake Okeechobee Outlooks. 

The recommended methods and values for estimating the Lake Okeechobee Net Inflow 
Outlook are shaded and should be used in the LORS2008 Release Guidance Flow Charts. 

**Sub-sampling is a weighted average of ENSO conditions based on the ENSO forecast used. 
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Tributary Hydrologic Conditions Graph:  

-1043 cfs 14-day running average for Lake Okeechobee Net Inflow through 6/13/2021. 
According to the classification in Tributary Hydrologic Conditions table, this condition is 
Dry. 

-2.15 for Palmer Drought Index on 6/12/2021. 
According to the classification in Tributary Hydrologic Conditions table, this condition is 
Dry. 

The wetter of the two conditions above is Dry. 

 

LORS2008 Classification Tables: 

Lake Okeechobee Stage on 6/14/2021: 

Lake Okeechobee Stage: 12.51 feet 

 

Lake Okeechobee Management 

Zone/Band 

Bottom Elevation 

(feet, NGVD) 

Current Lake 

Stage 

High Lake Management Band 16.06 
 

Operational       

Band 

High sub-band 15.57 
 

Intermediate 

sub-band 
15.09  

Low sub-band 13.12  

Base Flow sub-band 12.60 
 

Beneficial Use sub-band 10.75  12.51 ft 

Water Shortage Management Band  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
With Lake Okeechobee stage below the Base-Flow Sub-Band; neither Part C  
nor Part D of the 2008 LORS suggest releases to the WCAs or Estuaries to  
manage lake stages. 
 

Adaptive Protocol’s Release Guidance: Caloosahatchee Estuary  

No S-77 release to the Estuary unless the Governing Board recommends otherwise. 

 

 

 

 
 



 

LORS2008 Implementation on 6/14/2021 (ENSO Condition- ENSO-neutral): 
 

Status for week ending 6/14/2021: 
 

 

Water Supply Risk Evaluation  

Area Indicator Value 
Color Coded 

Scoring Scheme 

LOK 

Projected LOK Stage for the next two 
months 

Beneficial Use Sub-band M 

Palmer Drought Index for LOK 
Tributary Conditions 

-2.15 
H 

(Extremely Dry) 

CPC Precipitation Outlook 
1 month: Above Normal L 

3 months: Above Normal L 

LOK Seasonal Net Inflow Outlook 2.61 ft 

 Normal to Extremely Wet 
L 

ENSO Forecast  

LOK Multi-Seasonal Net Inflow Outlook 2.75 ft 

Normal 
M 

ENSO Forecast  

WCAs 

WCA 1:  Site 1-8C Above Line 1 (15.20 ft) L 

WCA 2A: Site S-11B HW Below Line 2 (10.66 ft) H 

WCA-3A: Site S-333 HW       Below line 2 (7.05 ft) H 

LEC 

Service Area 1 
Year-Round Irrigation Rule 

 in effect 
L 

Service Area 2 
Year-Round Irrigation Rule  

in effect 
L 

Service Area 3 
Year-Round Irrigation Rule  

in effect 
L 

 

Note: The water supply risk classification based on the Palmer index, as well as the LOK seasonal and multi-seasonal net inflow 

outlooks use slightly different classification intervals than those used by the 2008-LORS. 
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Flowchart to Guide Recommendations for 
Lake Okeechobee Releases to the Caloosahatchee Estuary 

for 2008 LORS Baseflow & for Environmental Water Supply

1The 2008 LORS Release Guidance (Part D) can suggest baseflow releases in the Intermediate, Low, or Baseflow Subbands.
2Estuary “needs” water when the 30-day moving average salinity at I-75 bridge is projected to exceed  5 practical salinity units (psu) within 2 weeks.
3LOWSM = Lake Okeechobee Water Shortage Management.
4Tributary Hydrologic Condition (THC) is based on classification of Lake Okeechobee Net Inflow and Palmer Index.
5Can release less than the “up to” limit if lower release is sufficient to reach or sustain desired estuary salinity; cfs = cubic feet per second.
6After reviewing conditions in Water Conservation Areas (WCAs), Stormwater Treatment Areas (STAs), ENP, St. Lucie Estuary and Lake Okeechobee.
7Should this condition be reached, the Governing Board will be briefed at their next regularly scheduled meeting as part of the State of the Water 
Resources agenda item.
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Flowchart to Guide Recommendations for 
Lake Okeechobee Releases to the Caloosahatchee Estuary 

for 2008 LORS Baseflow & for Environmental Water Supply (revised 9-Aug-2012)

1The 2008 LORS Release Guidance (Part D) can suggest baseflow releases in the Intermediate, Low, or Baseflow Subbands.
2Estuary “needs” water when the 30-day moving average salinity at I-75 bridge is projected to exceed  5 practical salinity units (psu) within 2 weeks.
3LOWSM = Lake Okeechobee Water Shortage Management.
4Tributary Hydrologic Condition (THC) is based on classification of Lake Okeechobee Net Inflow and Palmer Index.
5Can release less than the “up to” limit if lower release is sufficient to reach or sustain desired estuary salinity; cfs = cubic feet per second.
6After reviewing conditions in Water Conservation Areas (WCAs), Stormwater Treatment Areas (STAs), ENP, St. Lucie Estuary and Lake Okeechobee.
7Should this condition be reached, the Governing Board will be briefed at their next regularly scheduled meeting as part of the State of the Water 
Resources agenda item.
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WSE Classification Tables

Classification Tables  

Supplemental Tables used in conjunction with the LORS2008 
Release
Guidance Flow Charts 
•  Class Limits for Tributary Hydrologic Conditions 
Table K-2 in the Lake Okeechobee Water Control Plan 
•  6-15 Day Precipitation Outlook Categories 
Table ?? in the Lake Okeechobee Water Control Plan 
•  Classification of Lake Okeechobee Net Inflow for Seasonal 
Outlook 
Table K-3 in the Lake Okeechobee Water Control Plan 
•  Classification of Lake Okeechobee Net Inflow for Multi-
Seasonal Outlook 
Table K-4 in the Lake Okeechobee Water Control Plan 

Back to Lake Okeechobee Operations Main Page 

Back to U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lake Okeechobee Operations Homepage 

file:///Y|/LORS/STAGING/lors01182010/lors_support/class_tables.html [01/20/2010 14:47:54]

https://www.sfwmd.gov/science-data/operational-planning
http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/LakeOkeechobee.aspx


Tributary Hydrologic

Tributary Hydrologic
Classification*

Palmer Index
Class Limits

2-wk Mean L.O. Net
Inflow Class Limits

Very Wet 3.0 or greater Greater >= 6000 cfs
Wet 1.5 to 2.99 2500 - 5999 cfs

Near Normal -1.49 to 1.49 500 - 2499 cfs
Dry -2.99 to -1.5 -5000 – 500 cfs

Very Dry -3.0 or less Less than -5000 cfs
* use the wettest of the two indicators

file:///Y|/LORS/STAGING/lors01182010/lors_support/lors2008_tribcond_classes.html [01/20/2010 14:47:55]



WSEwebtables_seasoutlook

Classification of Lake Okeechobee Net Inflow Seasonal Outlook*

 Lake Net Inflow 
Prediction

[million acre-feet]

Equivalent 
Depth** 

[feet]

Lake Okeechobee

Net Inflow

Seasonal Outlook

> 0.93 > 2.0 Very Wet

0.71 to 0.93 1.51 to 2.0 Wet

0.35 to 0.70 0.75 to 1.5 Normal

< 0.35 < 0.75 Dry

**Volume-depth conversion based on average lake surface area of 467,000 acres

file:///Y|/LORS/STAGING/lors01182010/lors_support/seasoutlook_table.html [01/20/2010 14:47:56]



WSEwebtables_multiseasoutlook

Classification of Lake Okeechobee Net Inflow Multi-Seasonal Outlook*

Lake Net Inflow 
Prediction 

[million acre-feet]

Equivalent 
Depth** 

[feet]

Lake Okeechobee 

Net Inflow 

Multi-Seasonal Outlook

> 2.0 > 4.3 Very Wet

1.18 to 2.0 2.51 to 4.3 Wet

0.5 to 1.17 1.1 to 2.5 Normal

< 0.5 < 1.1 Dry

**Volume-depth conversion based on average lake surface area of 467,000 acres

 

file:///Y|/LORS/STAGING/lors01182010/lors_support/multiseasoutlook_table.html [01/20/2010 14:47:55]



wsewebtable_precip

 

6-15 Day Precipitation Outlook Categories*

6-15 Day Precipitation Outlook 
Categories

WSE Decision Tree 
Categories

Above Normal Wet to Very Wet

Normal Normal

Below Normal Dry

* Corresponds to Table 7-6 in the Lake Okeechobee Water Control Plan  

file:///Y|/LORS/STAGING/lors01182010/lors_support/precip_table.html [01/20/2010 14:47:55]
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