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Section 203 Feasioility Stucly Purpose

> Exscuiive Orcder 23-06: January °10, 2023

SFWNID initiaiec ihe planning of the Noritf) of Lake Oksechobes
Storage Researvoir Section 203 Stucly in 2023 as the local sponsor

2 Also known as ihe Lake Okeachiopes Componant A Storage Reservoir (LOCAR)
Section 203 Study

> SFWNID has oreoared a Drafi | easlcnh;/ Stucly to evaluate the effects of
implerneniing the LOCAR project under Section 203 of Water

Resources Develooment Act (WRDA) of 1986,

U?

Must be tecnnically and oolicy cormpliant with federal planning orocess

\/

> SFNIWD will transmit the Final Feasibility Stucly to the Assistant
Secretary of itne Army (ASA) for submission to Congress



LOCAR Siudy Area
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LOCAR Project Overview

The goal of LOCAR is to consiruct

Cormponeni A of CERP, a storage reservoir
norin of Lake Okeschobes providing
approxirnaiely 200,000 ac-fi of storage,

Store excess waisr cduring wei periocds

Reduce hign ancd low water lavel evenis in

~—

K220 more waisr in the systarm for
environmential ancd water supply usss,



LOCAR Recomrnenclec Plan — Alternative 4

> 2 cells, ~12,000 acres toizl
> 200,000 ac-ft of siorage
> Average depih of ‘18 fi
> 18 miles of ernbankrnenti
> 2 inflow purnp siations
> Jmprove canal conveyance
> Gravity discharge back to the C-41A

> Parirnatar canal



> Designed io curreni USACE Darn Safeiy Recquirernenis
1 Roopusi, Recuncdant and Resilient

1 Maintains Flood Proisciion and Waier Supoly

> Capture exirerme siorm svenis, inclucding Prooable Maxirnurn Precipitation
(PNVIP) and protecied against Aurricane generatec waves
1 Designed ito capiure and conirol PVIP which is 54 inches of rainfall
s Designed to conirol waves in Caisgory 5 siorm

> Possible recreational feaiures could inclucde: boat rarnos, naiure area
otner oclsssi Ve Uuse features
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Typical Embankrnent an

Conirol offsit :
avoid irnpacits to neigno ormJ
waier ley elr*

Incorporaies oentoniis

seEpays ol utoff wall to
minirnize storage loss and
conirol seepage

Incorporaies perirnegier canal
and purnping to return excess
seepage and collecis
storrmwaier to sencd back io
reservoir

> Internal seep &g I rlnclgemen;
in

1
3y3[r‘ffl within the ermbankrent
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St. Lucie Estuary — Benefiis of LOCAR on Lake Okeechoi
Flow Evenis

Modeled Salinity
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LOCAR Water Supply/Cuinacks

Existing conditions
Future without Project
With LOCAR
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LOCAR Project Tirneline

Submittal for
Congress Approval
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LOCAR Inforrnation

>Information regarcding the LOCAR project can oe founc
C

= www.sfwmd.qov/LOCAR

s locar@sitwrmecl.gov


http://www.sfwmd.gov/LOCAR

The National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA)

Dr. Gretchen Ehlinger — Environmental Branch
Chief, USACE Jacksonville District
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NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT OF 1969 (NEPA

e

e
BUILDING STRONG

» NEPA iIs a federal law requiring federal agencies to consider

the environmental impacts of a proposed study that are:
»Major federal actions that may have a significant affect on the quality
of the human environment

» Solicit and consider public views on proposals

» Consult with Tribal, state, and local governments
concerning plans

» Provide agencies with a mechanism to coordinate
overlapping, jurisdictional responsibilities
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NEPA — WHAT IS IT?
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=] ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

v" Aesthetics
v" Air Quality
v" Cultural Resources
v Contaminants
v" Environmental Justice
v’ Fish & Wildlife Resources
v" Noise
v Recreation

v' Socioeconomics

v’ Threatened and Endangered Species

v Water Quantity

v Wetlands

BUILDING STRONG
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=) NEPA & PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

BUILDING STRONG

= Applies to all Federal actions

= Disclose proposed actions and alternatives

= Consider, evaluate, and document effects of proposed actions as part of overall decision-making

= Cooperate with Federal, state and local governments, private organizations, and concerned citizens

DENTIEY A

FAE(IZD'II'EI%?\IL FOR FURLIC
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=1 SECTION 203 AND USACE INVOLVEMENT

BUILDING STRONG

= SFWMD is conducting the North of Lake Okeechobee Storage Reservoir Section 203 Study as the
local sponsor

= SFWMD prepared a Feasibility Study to evaluate the effects of implementing the LOCAR project
under Section 203 of Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1986.

= Must be technically and policy compliant with federal planning process
= SFMWD will transmit it to the Assistant Secretary of the Army (ASA)
= SFWMD will recommend submission to Congress
= USACE is conducting the federal activities for this action —the NEPA, the ESA consultations, etc.
= USACE has posted the Draft EIS for public review

20



=) DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

BUILDING STRONG

= Purpose of the draft EIS is to support the ASA(CW) review of and decision on the Feasibility
Study prepared by the SFWMD

= The draft EIS evaluates alternatives that are designed to provide aboveground storage north
of Lake Okeechobee.

= The draft EIS considers alternatives and evaluates anticipated improvements to the quantity,
timing, and distribution of water flows to help manage Lake Okeechobee levels, improve lake
ecology by detaining water during wet periods for later use in the dry periods, and enhance
water supply reliability to realize the benefits envisioned in the CERP Component A
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ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS

BUILDING STRONG

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) PROCESS
CONSIDERATIONS FOR EACH CATEGORY ANALYZED

* Type of effect < Duration of effect « Degree of effect (beneficial and adverse)

= Direct = Short-term = No effect = Moderate
» |ndirect . Long'ierm " Negligible " quor
= Minor

= Cumulative

“Degree” defined:
No Effect: Not discernable
Negligible: Barely perceptible, not measurable, or confined to a smaill area
Minor: Perceptible, measurable, or localized
Moderate: Clearly detectable and could have appreciable effect; or is perceptible and measurable throughout the project area

Maijor: Substantial, highly noticeable influence or occurs on aregional scale.
Beneficial: Action would benefit the resource or area.
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

BUILDING STRONG

RESOURCES CONSIDERED

Physical Landscape Minor
Vegetative Communities Major

Threatened and Endangered (T&E) Species —

May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect
Hydrology Beneficial

Regional Water Management/Operations
Beneficial

Groundwater Resources Negligible
Surface Water Quality Minor beneficial
Flood Control Negligible

Air Quality Negligible

Noise Long-term minor

Aesthetics Long-term moderate

Land Use Negligible

Recreation Negligible

Socioeconomics Minor beneficial

Cultural Resources No adverse effect
Environmental Justice No adverse impacts
Invasive and Exotic Species Major

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE OVERVIEW

These activities are ongoing and are summarized in the draft EIS
(consulting agency in parentheses):

Endangered Species Act Coordination (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service —
USFWS)

Clean Water Act under Section 401 (U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency/Florida Department of Environmental Protection — FDEP)
National Historic Preservation Act (State Historic Preservation Officer)
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (USFWS)

Farmland Protection Policy Act (USDA/NRCS)
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

BUILDING STRONG

EXAMPLE OF SPECIES OF CONCERN
Audubon’s crested caracara (May Affect)

e Loss of nesting (cabbage palms) and foraging habitat
in project area.

Eastern black rail (May Affect)

e Short-term effects from construction activity and loss
of habitat.

Florida panther (May Affect)
e Loss of habitat, fragmentation of dispersal corridor.
Florida bonneted bat (May Affect)

e Loss of roosting, foraging, and drinking habitat. Some
habitat would be retained by the creation of the
reservoir for foraging and drinking habitat.

Eastern Indigo Snake (May Affect)

e Loss of habitat.

ESA Species Evaluated in EIS

Florida panther, Florida manatee, Florida bonneted bat, Eastern
black rail, Everglade snail kite, Audubon’s crested caracara,
Florida grasshopper sparrow, wood stork, Eastern indigo snake,
Okeechobee gourd, smalltooth sawfish, and sea turtles.

HABITATS OF CONCERN

Lake Okeechobee Watershed Vegetative
Communities
* Adverse effects from habitat fragmentation,
but least amount between the alternatives.
* Reservoir avoids high quality habitat.

Lake Okeechobee Vegetative Communities
* Beneficial effects from lower lake stages
and improvement to native plant
communities in Lake Okeechobee, including
submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV).

Northern Estuaries Vegetative Communities
* Beneficial Effects from water storage and
improvement of native plant communities in
the estuaries.
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PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

Please provide written or verbal comments at this fime

® Document available at htips://www.saj.usace.army.mil/About/Divisions-
Offices/Planning/Environmental-Branch/Environmental-Documents/

= Under Highlands County
= Verbal or in writing via Public Comment Cards, email, or letters

= Email: LOCAR@Qusace.army.mil

" Mailing Address:
Dr. Gretchen Ehlinger
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
701 San Marco Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32207

" Public Comment Period Ends December 7, 2023
= Additional Information Available at: www.sfwmd.qgov/LOCAR

25
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