OKEECHOBEE COUNTY

OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED SFWMD
LOWER KISSIMMEE BASIN
STORMWATER TREATMENT AREA

(LKBSTA)

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2023



Okeechobee County Supports The Need & Purpose of Stormwater
Treatment Areas — Just Not In This Location...

* Okeechobee County Board of County Commission is an advocate and strong supporter
of the need for STA’s within our region to reduce nutrient discharges prior to
entering Lake Okeechobee

* Together with the District,

* We must be concerned and respectful of the negative impacts that the proposed
LKBSTA facility will bring to our community

* Need to develop/identify opportunities to improve the environmental issues that
we are challenged with today without placing a significant impact on our
homeowners and property owners

Thursday, December 14, 2023




Okeechobee County Board of County Commissioners Opposes the
planned SFWMD LKBSTA Project - Proposed to be Developed by
Ecosystem Investment Partners (EIP)

* QOkeechobee County opposes the proposed Lower Kissimmee Basin Stormwater
Treatment Area (LKBSTA) Project in its current location

» County is requesting the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD)
Governing Board to oppose and discontinue its consideration of the design and
construction of the LKBSTA project by Ecosystem Investment Partners Florida Water
Quality, LLC — Ecosystem Investment Partners, LLC (EIP)

* Request to oppose includes the proposed expansion of this project to include
the adjacent property that is either owned and/or controlled/managed by HGS,
LLC d.b.a. RES Environmental Operating Company (RES)

Thursday, December 14, 2023



Four (4) reasons the Okeechobee Board of County
Commissioners are not in support of the proposed project:

1. Insufficient transparency related to the proposed LKBSTA project development, impacts and cost

2. There are better options that are available today that do not threaten the safety of our community’s
homes and are not nearly as financially taxing to our residents and businesses

3. This project, if developed, is too close to three (3) airstrips, with one being the Okeechobee County
Airport, which is one of the most significant economic development tools that the County maintains in an
effort to attract jobs and resources to our community

4. The proposed LKBSTA project is being planned to be developed on the RIO Ranch property in western
Okeechobee County (adjacent to State Road 70) to address one of the highest nutrient contributors in
our region — the Kissimmee River (according to the SFWMD)

* The River and natural or historical flow/drainage is bringing in significant amounts of phosphorus
into the Okeechobee community from other areas around the central Florida areas and the
properties within Okeechobee County are being utilized to attempt to clean the water from other

areas of the state
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