
 
South Florida Water Management District 

Regulatory Peer Review Forum 
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1 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

SUMMARY 
 

Attendees: 
 
Gerry Ward    Consulting Engineer 
Dan Clark    Clark & McCarthy 
Paul Whalen    TAC Environmental  
Jay Foy    Stormwater J Engineering 
Craig Kidwell    Consulting Engineer 
Patrick Martin   Lake Worth Drainage District 
Ken Todd    Palm Beach County 
Alan Wertepny   Mock-Roos 
Joseph G. Walsh   Lake Worth Drainage District 
John S. Yeend   John S. Yeend, P.E. 
Irene Kennedy Quincey  Pavese Law Firm 
Fred Roth    Schorah & Associates 
Rebecca Elliott    FDACS/OAWP 
 

        Tony Waterhouse                          SFWMD – Water Resource Regulation Staff 
        Laurie Donovan                             SFWMD – Water Resource Regulation Staff    

Steve Sarley    SFWMD – Water Resource Regulation Staff 
Doug MacLaughlin   SFWMD – Office of Council 
Laura Corry    SFWMD – Palm Beach Service Center 
Brian Tilles    SFWMD – Water Resource Regulation Staff 
Anita Bain    SFWMD – Water Resource Regulation Staff 
 
1. Opening Remarks – Tony Waterhouse 
 
Mr. Waterhouse opened the meeting at about 1:05 p.m. 
 
  
2. Ag Issues 
 
Doug MacLaughlin led the discussion on agricultural (Ag) exemptions and Bill HB 421 
in the Florida House of Representatives.  Discussion points, including those raised by 
meeting attendees included the following.   

• In order to qualify for an Ag exemption, landowner must be engaged in 
agricultural practice. 



• Having an Ag exemption does not change requirements regarding the 
protection of water resources. 

• Alterations to topography may not be for the sole purpose of diverting surface 
water flow or adversely impact wetlands. 

• An Ag exemption does not relieve the landowner of responsibilities associated 
with the protection of water resources. 

• In the Duda (landowner) vs. the St. Johns Water Management District 
(SJWMD) case, in which Duda challenged the SJWMD rule on Ag exemptions, 
the court made a distinction between groundwater and surface water resources. 

• The court ruled that the Ag exemption would apply if drainage ditches were 
intended to control groundwater rather than surface water. 

• The court upheld enforcement action by SJWMD because Duda’s ditches 
impacted wetlands. 

 
 
3. Legislative Issues 
 
Tony Waterhouse (TW) led the discussion on Florida legislative issues.  Discussion 
points, including those raised by meeting attendees included the following.   
 

• Current administration (newly elected governor) wants to streamline the 
regulation process. 

• There may be changes in the duration of conceptual permits issued by the 
SFWMD. 

• These are regulatory issues that will be considered by the SFWMD in the year 
ahead. 

 
4. General Discussion 
 

• There is a proposal to eliminate the National Flood Insurance Program for 
federally funded flood insurance. 

• When letters of non-compliance have been issued in error, the SFWMD does 
not rescind the letters and they are available on public record.  However, 
documentation indicating compliance for a given erroneous non-compliance 
letter is also available on public record, but once a letter has been sent, it 
cannot be deleted from public record. 

• The Audubon Society wants the SFWMD to track different categories of wetland 
impacts.  

 
5. Next meeting date/other/topics/adjournment 
 

• Next meeting date is April 15, 2011 
• Future topics include Google Earth Demonstration 
• Meeting adjourned at 2:15pm 
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