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Summary

• This month I had the opportunity to spend some time on Lakes 
Preston, Joel, Myrtle, Ajay, Brick and East Lake Tohopekaliga in the 
Upper Chain of Lakes.  A few of these lakes have been spared from 
the developers and much of the shorelines of these lakes are still in 
their natural state which was very refreshing to see.

• There are currently five construction projects under way on the River 
with the Army Corps of Engineers in preparation for Phase II/III 
construction. I was able to get some aerials of a couple of the 
projects this month.



Florida trail through Hickory Hammock along the Kissimmee River floodplain.

March 25, 2011



A very old and grumpy gopher tortoise in Hickory Hammock sandy flatlands

February 23, 2010



Live Oak – Micco Landing along the Kissimmee River Floodplain.

March 25, 2011



This giant eyed click beetle (Alaus oculatus ) was found during upland surveys in the Micco Landing oak 
hammocks.  This guy measured over an inch long.

March 22, 2011



Environmental Scientist Mike Cheek throws a box trap in a drying pool in the Phase I restoration area 
to study wading bird prey availability.

March 17, 2011



Environmental scientists Mike Cheek and Lynda Dirk throwtrap sampling in Phase I restoration area floodplain

March 17, 2011



Mike Cheek, Amber Graham and Lynda Dirk sorting through a throwtrap in the Phase I restoration area floodplain.

March 18, 2011



Saw palmetto and Live oaks in Hickory Hammock adjacent to the Phase I restoration area floodplain.

February 25, 2011



Recently a barred owl (CC) made his home at Riverwoods field lab. He is very friendly…as long as you 
don’t try to take his picture…I found out exactly how sharp his talons are talons right after I got this shot!!

March 22, 2011



This water moccasin was hanging out just below our porch at the Riverwoods field lab. 

March 22, 2011



A recent burn in February in the Phase I restoration area in the east floodplain near the top of Pool C

March 17, 2011



An old monument was exposed from the recent burn on the floodplain in the Phase I restoration area

February 9, 2011



Blue and green winged teal are still able to find what’s left of the water on the floodplain in abandoned channels

March 8, 2011



Flock of 100+ white pelicans have been using the Phase I restoration floodplain throughout the month of 
March

March 17, 2011



White pelicans using the Kissimmee River floodplain.

February 15, 2011



White pelicans using the Kissimmee River floodplain.

February 25, 2011



Most drying pools in the Phase I restoration area floodplain have completely dried by the end of 
March. Only deeper abandoned channels hold water.

March 17, 2011



.

March 17, 2011

Drying floodplain – Phase I restoration area abandoned channels.



March 17, 2011

Phase I restoration area river channel and dry floodplain.



March 17, 2011

Phase I restoration area where Oak Creek meets Micco Bluff Run…very dry.



This is contract 18 - Pool D oxbow dredging and embankment. The Corps contractor is dredging 
oxbows and building an embankment between S65D and the CSX railroad. These oxbows will be 

reconnected in the future when backfilling is complete.

March 17, 2011



March 17, 2011

Looking east at construction of a bridge to allow the River Acres community to maintain access to their 
homes.  The bridge crosses over the new navigation canal.



Looking north along the River Acres Flood Reduction Construction (USACE KRR Contract 15).

March 17, 2011



Sunrise on Lake Myrtle.

March 3, 2011



March 3, 2011
Sunrise on Lake Myrtle.



Sunrise on Lake Myrtle.

March 3, 2011



Wood storks take flight in Lake Myrtle

March 3, 2011



Water lily (Nuphaea sp.) on Lake Myrtle

March 3, 2010



A green treefrog (Hyla cineria) perched on a bullrush.

March 2, 2011



I named this tree Spider Oak – in an upland hammock in the Upper Chain of Lakes.

March 2, 2011



February 15, 2011
A large standing dead Oak tree in an old growth hammock in the Upper Chain of Lakes gave me an eerie 

feeling as if the tree was watching me



March 22, 2011
Lake Russell



American Coots – Lake Tohopekaliga.

March 22, 2011



Lake Tohopekaliga.

March 22, 2011



Lake Joel.

March 22, 2011



Sunrise on Brick Lake. This lake give you a good feel of natural Florida because nearly all of the land surrounding 
this lake is undeveloped.  An hour boat trip though a canal from Alligator lake will put you in this scenic lake

March 15, 2011



Canal opening into Brick Lake early morning.

March 15, 2011



Brick Lake sunrise.

March 15, 2011



Brick Lake sunrise

March 15, 2011



Canal leading from Brick Lake back to Alligator Lake.

March 15, 2011



Cypress lined Brick Lake.

March 15, 2011



Typha and Nuphar patch in Brick Lake.

March 15, 2011



Thick stands of cypress extend out into Brick Lake. Question…does anyone know why this lake is called 
Brick Lake?...just curious

March 15, 2011



We saw at least 4 breeding pairs of osprey on Brick Lake.

March 15, 2011



The unique growth forms of these cypress trees in Brick Lake are very impressive.

March 15, 2011



Brick Lake cypress tree.

March 15, 2011



A pair of sandhill cranes nesting here on Lake Ajay.

March 15, 2011



Lake Ajay reflections in water.

March 22, 2011



Signs of spring are evident on the river with this Peninsula cooter hatchling.

March 25, 2011
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