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FDEP Alternative Water Supply (AWS) Funding

➢ Governor DeSantis’ Executive Order 19-12
• Requested recurring funding for AWS development

➢ In FY2020 and FY2021 State budgets, $40 million 
each year approved for water supply development 
projects

➢ FDEP administers AWS funding
• Requests water management districts provide lists of 

projects for State funding consideration each May
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FDEP Grant Programs

➢FDEP AWS Program

• Statewide alternative water supply or water conservation

• FDEP allocates legislative appropriations for specific projects

• Up to 50% of eligible project costs

➢Water Protection and Sustainability Program (Section 373.707, F.S.)

• Statutory split 

▪District receives 30% of allocated funds

• Up to 40% of eligible project costs
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Program Information and Assistance

➢ Email: coopfunding@sfwmd.gov

➢ Webpage: https://www.sfwmd.gov/doing-business-with-us/coop-funding

• FY2022 Program Guidelines

• FY2022 AWS Application

• FY2022 Water Conservation Applications
▪ Urban

▪ Agriculture & Nursery

• Program contacts

• Example applications
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Fiscal Year 2021-2022 AWS Funding Schedule

December 1 , 2020 Application period began

January 6 & 20, 2021 Zoom informational webinars

February 26, 2021 Application deadline

March – April 2021 Staff application review process

May 2021 FDEP list for Governing Board approval & 
FDEP submittal by May 31

August/September 2021 Governing Board approval of Water 
Protection and Sustainability Program funds
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Who Can Apply?
➢ Local governments & Tribes

➢ Special districts

➢ Utilities

➢ Agricultural/commercial interests

➢ Golf courses

➢ Homeowners’/Condominium associations

➢ Nonprofit organizations

➢ Hotels

➢ Office buildings

➢ Manufacturing facilities

➢ Other water users
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Project Eligibility

➢ To be eligible, entities must meet the following requirements:
• Be a public or private entity

• Adhere to the application instructions

• Adhere to all applicable laws and regulations

• Comply with allowable funding costs

➢ The following user groups are not eligible:
• Individual homeowners (e.g., single-family residential users)

• Permittees that are out of compliance with District or FDEP-issued permits
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Reimbursement Costs

➢ Allowable costs:
• Funding may only be used for the project in the application

• Construction or implementation costs beginning on or after October 1, 2021

➢ Non-allowable costs:
• Expenses incurred before or after the funding period

• Pilot tests, planning, permitting, design, engineering, etc.

• Regular operations and maintenance

• Projects out of permit compliance

• Lobbying

• Educational programs
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FDEP Funding Considerations

➢Project funding considerations

• Alternative water supply or water conservation

• Provides regional benefits

• Benefits MFL water bodies

• Dual benefits to water supply and water quality

• Benefits environment, resource, and community

• Readiness to proceed (“shovel-ready” and partner funding available)

• Capital costs per 1,000 gallons and return on investment
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Governing Board Priorities

➢Current considerations:

• Must be within the District boundaries or provide benefits to the 
District

• Must be an AWS or water conservation project

• Construction/implementation only

• Supports mission of the District and/or approved plan

• Prioritize regional projects based on resource areas

➢New consideration:

• Year-round irrigation ordinance status
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Alternative Water Supply
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Alternative Water Supply Projects

➢ Projects that increase water supplies through development of non-traditional 
water sources and/or storage 
• Saltwater & brackish water

• Reclaimed or recycled water

• Surface/storm water captured during heavy rainfall

• New storage capacity

• Any other source designated as non-traditional in
a regional water supply plan
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Additional AWS Considerations

➢ Support goals & objectives of regional 
water supply plans

➢ Reduces dependence on traditional 
sources

➢ Supports ocean outfall legislation

➢ Contributes to AWS development in 
resource-limited areas
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Allowable AWS Costs

➢ Raw water transmission mains

➢ Reclaimed water storage tanks, pump stations, 
and distribution mains

➢ Reverse osmosis (RO) trains, pumps, and 
associated appurtenances

➢ ASR wells, brackish water production wells, and 
concentrate disposal wells associated with an 
AWS source
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Non-allowable AWS Costs

➢ Design, permits, as-builts, videos, early completion bonuses, etc.

➢ Finished water storage tanks or transmission lines

➢ End-user service line connections

➢ Backup generators
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Water Conservation
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Water Conservation Projects

➢ Projects that use hardware and/or technology to increase 
water use efficiency
• High efficiency indoor fixture/appliance retrofits/rebates

• Automatic hydrant flushing devices

• Irrigation Retrofits/rebates, including soil moisture sensors, rain 
sensors, and irrigation head upgrades

• Ag/Nursery irrigation water use efficiency improvements
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Water Conservation Project Considerations

➢ Water source being conserved

➢ Quantity of water saved

➢ Cost effectiveness ($/1,000 gallons saved)

➢ Quality and detail of project application

➢ Environmental/community benefits

➢ Past performance
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Urban Conservation Projects

➢ Indoor fixtures and water-using appliances

➢ Irrigation controllers, sensors, spray bodies, and 
system audits
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➢ Rebates to incentivize builders to build and certify new 
construction (residential or commercial/institutional) 
under the Florida Water Star program

https://floridawaterstar.com/
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Urban Conservation Projects
➢ Industrial processing (can include submeters)

➢ Cooling tower water use efficiency upgrades (can include 
submeters)

➢ Advanced meter analytic software and online customer 
portals directly related to water conservation

➢ Other water use efficiency measures (pending review and 
approval)
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Non-allowable Urban Conservation Projects

➢ Indoor fixtures for new construction, unless part of a Florida 
Water Star certification program

➢ Automatic meter reading/infrastructure/analytics hardware 
(e.g., antennas, relays, meters, decoders)

➢ Hardware or practices considered operations and maintenance

➢ Waterless urinals
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Agriculture/Nursery Projects
➢ Irrigation system conversions to a more efficient method (e.g., flood to overhead)

➢ Precision irrigation management equipment (e.g., soil moisture probes, 
tensiometers, weather stations, wireless telemetry)

➢ Flow meters (if part of a larger irrigation efficiency improvement project)

➢ Sprinkler head conversion to more efficient heads

➢ Pump/filter/valve system automation

➢ VFD retrofits on existing pumps/wells

➢ Other water use efficiency measures (pending review and approval)
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Non-allowable Agriculture/Nursery Projects
➢ Installation of new irrigation systems or extensions of existing systems

➢ Culverts or water control structures

➢ Freeze/frost protection materials

➢ New pump/filter/fertilization/disinfection hardware/materials

➢ Replacing old emitters with new ones of the same efficiency or flow rating

➢ Reservoirs/tailwater ponds

➢ Mainline pipes for surface water delivery 
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Website Overview
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CFP Website Review
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CFP Website Review
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Online Submission Form
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Questions
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➢ If you are participating via Zoom, use the Raise Hand feature

➢ If you are participating via phone:
• *9 Raises Hand

• *6 Mutes/Unmutes
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Thank You


