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PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Joint Public Workshop for 
Minimum Flows and Levels Priority Lists and Schedules 

for the Central Florida Water Initiative (CFWI) Area 
 

St. Johns River Water Management District 
Southwest Florida Water Management District 

South Florida Water Management District 
 

September 1, 2022 
 
A joint-district public workshop addressing the annual update of the minimum flows and levels 
priority lists and schedules of the St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD), 
Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD), and South Florida Water 
Management District (SFWMD), with an emphasis on the Central Florida Water Initiative (CFWI) 
area, was held from 10:00 A.M. to ~11:00 A.M. on September 1, 2022. The meeting was held 
virtually via Zoom. 
 
The meeting was advertised in or on the Florida Administrative Register, local newspapers, water 
management district websites, and the CFWI website. In addition, numerous interested parties 
and local government staff and officials were notified of the meeting, and press releases were 
made available to the regional media. The meeting was recorded and posted to YouTube for 
viewing at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOoXcOD3ojM. 
 
Natalie Kraft, a Lead Scientist with the SFWMD, Andrew Sutherland, Lead Scientist for the MFLs 
program at the SJRWMD, and Doug Leeper, the MFLs Program Lead for the SWFWMD, 
facilitated the meeting and were joined by additional members of each District’s staff. In total, 
there were 80 meeting attendees. 
 
The meeting was facilitated to provide an opportunity for local governments, private organizations, 
and individuals to be part of the scheduling of minimum flows and levels and reservations for 
priority water bodies in each water management district. 
 
A brief slide presentation highlighting the proposed priority lists and schedules of the three 
Districts with jurisdiction in the CFWI area was made by Ms. Kraft, Dr. Sutherland, and Mr. Leeper. 
Opportunities available to stakeholders for comment on each District’s priority list and schedule 
were identified and include: providing oral or written comments during the workshop; providing 
written or oral comment to water management district representatives by September 7th 
(SWFWMD), September 30th (SFWMD), and October 1st (SJRWMD); and providing input directly 
to the water management district Governing Boards during their meetings on October 11th 
(SJRWMD), October 13th (SFWMD), and October 18th (SWFWMD), when each respective District 
staff expects to present an updated priority list and schedule to their Governing Board for 
approval. Meeting participants were encouraged to provide comments as early as possible, to 
allow time for consideration of the input.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOoXcOD3ojM
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No specific suggestions concerning the prioritization scheduling of water bodies for the 
establishment of minimum flows and levels, or water reservations were provided during the 
meeting. Questions and input from meeting participants are provided below along with responses 
provided by water management district staff. The meeting agenda and a printed version of the 
slides used for the meeting are also provided below. 
 

Workshop Participant Questions and Comments 
 
Gabrielle Milch asked about the goals for establishing a minimum level for Red Bug Lake in 
Seminole County within the SJRWMD, criteria that would be evaluated to prevent significant harm 
to the lake, and opportunities for review and comment on the planned minimum levels. 
 

Dr. Sutherland noted that ecological and human use values and criteria would be 
evaluated for development of minimum levels for the lake. He noted that field work, data 
compilation, and modeling associated with the effort is ongoing. He added that a webpage 
has been established for the minimum level effort, and next year, a report and information 
concerning opportunities for public review and comment on the process would be posted 
to the webpage. 
 
 

Lisa Rinaman asked about existing resource protection criteria for the St. Johns River, noting 
the recent, low water levels in the upper portion of the basin. Ms. Rinaman also asked whether 
minimum levels have been developed to address potential saltwater intrusion in the basin. 
 

Dr. Sutherland noted that minimum flows and levels have been established for several 
sites on the main stem of the St. Johns River and those regulatory constraints are used 
for resource protection decisions.  He noted that, currently, no minimum levels have been 
established in the SJRWMD to specifically address saltwater intrusion that could affect the 
river, adding that the SJRWMD is investigating the need and potential approaches for 
addressing saltwater intrusion in the future. 
 
 

Angel Martin asked if any information concerning recent calibration efforts for the East Central 
Florida Transient Expanded (ECFTX) model is available, and whether information concerning the 
SWFWMD’s development of an updated saltwater intrusion model for the Southern Water Use 
Caution Area (SWUCA) is similarly available. Mr. Martin also asked whether the Districts routinely 
plan for updates of groundwater models and surface water models used for minimum flow and 
level purposes. 
 

Mr. Leeper noted that a recent model report for the ECFTX (version 2) has been completed 
by the CFWI Hydrologic Analysis Team and posted to the CFWI website. Mr. Leeper 
added that development of the updated saltwater intrusion model for the SWUCA is 
ongoing and slightly behind schedule and that Mr. Martin could contact him to learn more 
about documentation that may currently be available for that effort. Regarding Mr. Martin’s 
inquiry about modeling updates, Dr. Sutherland noted that the Districts are continually 
updating groundwater and surface water models used for minimum flows and levels 
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development and other water management activities, and that specific models used for 
minimum flow and level efforts are always identified in summary reports associated with 
the minimum flows and levels. 
 
 

Meeting Agenda 
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Workshop Slide Presentation 
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