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SFWMD Opens Chandler Slough for Public Use 

3,700 acres provides opportunities for hunting, hiking, fishing and more  

 

Okeechobee, FL – Outdoor enthusiast have yet another spot to enjoy a host of recreational activities 
with the opening of the 3,700-acre Chandler Slough addition to the Kissimmee River Public Use Area. The 
South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) officially opened the area on Saturday, September 20. 

Recreational opportunities on the expansive property include hiking, biking, hunting, fishing, camping, 
frogging and horseback riding. 

The slough is a natural area with sections of hardwood hammock, remnant pine forest, live oaks, palms, 
bay and holly trees and thick wetland shrub. Wildlife in the area includes white-tailed deer, alligators, wild 
turkeys, gopher tortoises, feral swine, gray fox and many species of wading birds. 

The Florida Trail Association, a statewide group of avid hikers, spent numerous volunteer hours marking a 
hiking trail through the area. A natural campsite along the trail is available for overnight stays. 

Chandler Slough is located on the east side of the Kissimmee River, bordered by U.S. Highway 98 to the 
north and west and by Northwest 144th Trail (better known as Lofton Road) to the east. To the south is 
the C-38 Canal/Kissimmee River. 

The property is accessible by three entrances:  

• A trailhead on Lofton Road (NW 144th Trail).  
• A trailhead on U.S. Highway 98.  
• Via boat anywhere along the Kissimmee River/C-38 Canal, although no boats are allowed onto 

the property itself.  

https://my.sfwmd.gov/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/COMMON/NEWSR/NR_CHANDLER.JPG�


The District is committed to increasing recreational access to District lands, while continuing to manage 
them effectively to meet environmental restoration, water supply, water quality and flood control 
missions. More than 271,000 acres of District lands from Orange to Miami-Dade counties are open for 
recreation. 

For additional information about this Public Use Area and for recreational use rules and permits, please 
visit www.sfwmd.gov/recreation or phone the SFWMD Okeechobee Service Center at 863-462-5260 or 
800-250-4200. 
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