SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
WATER RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMISSION

RECREATION ISSUES WORKSHOP, Monday, February 17, 2009
5:00-8:30 p.m., B-1 Auditorium, 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL
MEETING SUMMARY

This is a summary of the WRAC Recreation Issues Workshop on Monday, February 17, 2009, at the SFWMD Headquarters in West Palm Beach, FL.  This report will be posted on http://my.sfwmd.gov/wrac. 
Agenda Items:
1. Land Management Year in Review

2. Land Stewardship Div., Recreation Updates:  Istokpoga Boat Ramp; Fiscal Year 2009 Projects; Kissimmee Chain of Lakes Updates: Status of Recreation Proposal; Lake Kissimmee Boat Ramp Status; Designated Camping; and, Year in Review.

3. Recreation Planning and Activity Updates:  CERP Master Recreation Plan; Stormwater Treatment Areas: STA-5 Waterfowl/Birding Blind; 2008-09 Waterfowl and Alligator Hunting Summary; Design Updates – Site 1 and C-11; and, Ethnographic study.

4. Open Discussion

Future Presentations:
· Status of Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) Use Areas in Collier County
· Status of Access to L-8 Canal near Corbett Wildlife Management Area (Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC) is lead on this issue)
· Status of Access to Northern Water Conservation Area 2, from the L6 within Compartment B.
Introduction:  David Lithgow, Chair, WRAC Recreation Issues, welcomed everyone, stated the purpose of the meeting and asked people to introduce themselves.

Item 1:   Land Management Year in Review – Bill Helfferich, SFWMD
Discussion included:
· Good work with burning, but quail berry needs more frequent burning.
· Review chemicals used to treat willows – not a systemic so need to retreat more frequently.
· Question about location of lygodium in Kissimmee Basin and best methods of control.
· Suggested bounty be placed on Burmese pythons.
· Plugging Otter Creek – caused lily ponds to disappear.  Impacting hydrology.
· Division of Forestry burn permits – likely to be hard to get permits this year because of extended drought conditions.
· Status of 640 acres for ORV use in Collier County – present at next meeting.
· People don’t understand need for aerial spraying and don’t support it. Need better outreach.  Need to notify sport and recreation users when helicopters are out spraying.
· There is a burn ban now in Polk and Osceola Counties.
Item 3:  Land Stewardship Division Updates – Dan Cotter, SFWMD: 
Discussion included:
· Istokpoga boat ramp completion:  SFWMD working with County on management agreement; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) anticipates completion in June or July, 2009 pending issuance of permits.
· Naming of Istokpoga Boat Ramp:  Already have a site dedicated (Shady Oaks) to Richard Coleman.  Majority of those present opposed naming another site (Istokpoga Boat Ramp) after Mr. Coleman.  Naming of this ramp is up to Highlands County.
· Lake Kissimmee Boat Ramp:  USACE Permit received.  Waiting on DEP and County permits.
· Kissimmee Chain of Lakes camp site designation plan is complete.
· Status of road closings and construction of airboat crossings.  It’s been too long so need to complete construction.
· Need camp site a Micco Landing and Chandler Slough; and need to provide vehicular access.
· Status of Wood storks at Reedy Creek?  Think they have all departed.  Need to open access to north end of Rough Island.  SFWMD to work on it.
· Fence has been erected across mouth of small tributary to west of Lake Kissimmee (near creek at Otter Slough, across from Brahma Island).  SFWMD needs to check if this is a navigable waterway.
Item 4:  Recreation Planning and Activity Updates – Jerry Krenz, SFWMD  
Discussion included:
· Stakeholders recommended potential access and facility changes for waterfowl and alligator hunting to SFWMD (Jerry Krenz) and FWCC (Wes Seitz).
· United Waterfowlers handed out a sheet (for inclusion in the record) with suggestions for expanding and improving the waterfowl hunt for the 2010 season.
· Suggestion made to allow one extra person on permit for those 65 years or older.  Would help with safety and mobility of the elderly.
· Suggestions made about handling “walk-ins”.
· FWCC agreed to review the mobility impaired criteria for the Bird Blind at STA-5.
· Need to increase number of permits issued for alligator hunting on the STAs and open more STAs.  Also: open 2 hours earlier; close at midnight.
· Need to review more Stormwater Treatment Areas (STAs) for opening to fishing.
· Update provided by Mr. Krenz on designs for Site 1 and C-11 Impoundment projects.
· SFWMD suggested Mark Dombrowski submit proposed rule changes directly to FWCC regarding expansion of 2010 Alligator Hunting season (number of permits hours of operation.
· Chair:  Requested FWCC approve 3rd person on quota permits for persons 65 years or older.
Ethnographic Study – Grady Caulk, USACE:  Updated group on ethnographic study process, upcoming drafts and recommendations for this study which is Included in the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) Master Recreation Plan: 
· Question if this study validates the “Gladesman’s Culture”?  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE):  Yes it does.

· Report to be posted in about two weeks.
· Those who were interviewed need copies.  

Item 5:

Open Discussion:
· Access, access, access!  Kissimmee Public Use Area (KPUA) was intended to not have restricted access points.  Chandler Slough has restrictions; Micco Landing, East/West Shores of Lake Kissimmee.  Open access will disperse people and reduce impacts.  Need parking adjacent to access points.
· FWCC (Chuck Collins) working to resolve access issue at L8 Canal in Corbett Wildlife Management Area.

· Access to northern WCA-2.  Questions about allowing crossing by swamp buggies at S-8 but not S-7.  SFWMD needs to resolve this right away.  Public does not understand why there is an issue at S-7.
Future Meetings:
Monday, April 13, Broward County – place to be announced.  5-8 p.m.
Monday, June 15, SFWMD West Palm Beach, B-1 Auditorium, 5-8 p.m.

Monday, August 17, Place TBA

Monday, October 19, West Palm Beach

Monday, December 14, Place TBA

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
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