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3.18 inches
636% above 
normal for 1st
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entire month of 
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March 4, 2008 - conditions 
classified as “extreme” to 
“abnormally dry”

April 1, 2008 – conditions 
classified as “severe” to 
“normal”
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drought forecasted 
to persist or 
develop

April 3, 2008 
drought forecasted 
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Water Shortage Transition 
Resource Indicators 

Water Shortage Transition 
Resource Indicators

Lake Okeechobee stage  
Water Conservation Area stages  
Coastal Structures Discharging to Tide
Groundwater Conditions Recovered
Secondary Canals Discharging
Minimum Flow & Levels
Coastal Wellfield Conditions 
Utilities “at risk” & “of concern”
Regional Wetlands & Tributaries
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Groundwater Conditions Recovered
Secondary Canals Discharging
Minimum Flow & Levels
Coastal Wellfield Conditions 
Utilities “at risk” & “of concern”
Regional Wetlands & Tributaries



Lake Okeechobee Water Levels
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 All-time Record Minimum
 8.82 ft-NGVD (02-Jul-2007)
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WCA-1 Stage and Regulation Schedule
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3-Apr-2008  Canal Stage = 16.23 ft, NGVD

~1 ft higher than 2007
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WCA-2A Stage and Regulation Schedule
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03-April-2008  Marsh Stage = 12.21 ft, NGVD

~1 ft higher than 2007
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WCA-3A Stage and Regulation Schedule
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3-April-2008  Marsh Stage = 9.57 ft, NGVD

~1.2 ft higher than 2007



Groundwater Levels 
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Water Shortage Transition 
Resource Indicators 

Water Shortage Transition 
Resource Indicators

Lake Okeechobee stage  
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Coastal Wellfield Conditions 
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Resource EvaluationResource Evaluation

Status Resource Indicator
Coastal Structures Discharging to Tide
Groundwater Conditions
Coastal Wellfields
Utilities “at risk”
C-23, C-24, C-25 
Local Tributaries and Wetlands

Upper East Coast Region



Resource Evaluation Resource Evaluation 

Lower East Coast Region

Status Resource Indicator
Water Conservation Area 1
Water Conservation Area 2
Water Conservation Area 3
Coastal Structures Discharging to Tide
Groundwater Conditions
Secondary Canals / 298 Districts
Minimum Flows & Levels
Coastal Wellfields 
Utilities “at risk”



Utilities at Risk 
Lake Worth, Lantana, Dania, Hallandale 

Utilities at Risk 
Lake Worth, Lantana, Dania, Hallandale

Eastern 
wellfields
subject to 
saltwater 
intrusion
No alternative 
sources
No interconnects 
with other 
utilities
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Lake Worth

Lantana

Dania Beach

Hallandale Beach



Resource Evaluation Resource Evaluation 

Lower West Coast Region

Status Resource Indicator
Big Cypress Basin
Groundwater Conditions
Sandstone Aquifer / Lehigh Acres
Local Tributaries and Wetlands



Resource Evaluation Resource Evaluation 

Upper Kissimmee Region 

Status Resource Indicator
Groundwater Conditions
Stage in Upper Chain of Lakes



Lake Okeechobee Service AreaLake Okeechobee Service Area



Resource Evaluation Resource Evaluation 

Lake Okeechobee Service Area

Status Resource Indicator
Lake Okeechobee Stage
Temporary Forward Pumps
Tributary Inflows



Resource Evaluation Resource Evaluation 

Indian Prairie Basin

Status Resource Indicator
Lake Istokpoga Stage
Lake Okeechobee Stage



Staff RecommendationsStaff Recommendations

Maintain modified Phase III Restrictions:
Lake Okeechobee Service Area
Indian Prairie Basin
Lower East Coast Utilities at Risk 
(Lake Worth, Lantana, Hallandale Beach, 
Dania Beach) 
M-Canal Basin 
(including City of West Palm Beach)
Sandstone Aquifer Users 
(Unincorporated Lee County, Lehigh Acres) 

Maintain modified Phase III Restrictions:
Lake Okeechobee Service Area
Indian Prairie Basin
Lower East Coast Utilities at Risk 
(Lake Worth, Lantana, Hallandale Beach, 
Dania Beach) 
M-Canal Basin 
(including City of West Palm Beach)
Sandstone Aquifer Users 
(Unincorporated Lee County, Lehigh Acres) 



Staff Recommendations 
(cont’d) 

Staff Recommendations 
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Reduce restrictions from Modified Phase III to 
Modified Phase II: 

Landscape irrigation restrictions reduced from 
1 to 2 day a week
Reduce golf course cutbacks from 45% to 30%

Upper East Coast 
Lower East Coast 
Lower West Coast
Kissimmee Basin

Eliminate restrictions on Diversions and 
Impoundments, except within M Canal Basin
Effective Date: April 18, 2008 

Reduce restrictions from Modified Phase III to 
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1 to 2 day a week
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Upper East Coast 
Lower East Coast 
Lower West Coast
Kissimmee Basin
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Impoundments, except within M Canal Basin
Effective Date: April 18, 2008 
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Closing ThoughtsClosing Thoughts

We still have 2 months to go in the dry season
Continued Compliance with Restrictions
Continued Monitoring of Conditions

Couldn’t Have Gotten Here Without Help of:
Public embracing water conservation
Utilities
Diversion & Impoundment Permittees
Golf Courses
A lot of help from Mother Nature
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Public embracing water conservation
Utilities
Diversion & Impoundment Permittees
Golf Courses
A lot of help from Mother Nature



Agenda Item #45aAgenda Item #45a

Enter an Order 1) Rescinding Modified Phase III 
Extreme Water Shortage Restrictions and 2) 
Imposing Modified Phase II Restrictions within 
the Upper East Coast, Lower East Coast, Lower 
West Coast and Kissimmee Basin Regions 

Enter an Order 1) Rescinding Modified Phase III 
Extreme Water Shortage Restrictions and 2) 
Imposing Modified Phase II Restrictions within 
the Upper East Coast, Lower East Coast, Lower 
West Coast and Kissimmee Basin Regions 



Agenda Item #45bAgenda Item #45b

Enter an Order 1) Rescinding Modified Phase III 
Extreme Water Shortage Restrictions for 
Diversion and Impoundment permitees within the 
Lower East Coast Region, except for those 
within the M Canal water use basin

Enter an Order 1) Rescinding Modified Phase III 
Extreme Water Shortage Restrictions for 
Diversion and Impoundment permitees within the 
Lower East Coast Region, except for those 
within the M Canal water use basin
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